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Cops: Kidnapping Story Fake!
By Michelle Sutherland

The Belize Police 
Department has 

reported that an in-
depth investigation 
conducted into the 
reports of attempted 
kidnapping of two 
students in the Orange 
Wa l k  a n d  B e l i z e 
District revealed that 
the reports were not 
t rue and that  both 
students have since 
c o m e  f o r w a r d  t o 
admit that they were 
lying to their parents.

O n  T h u r s d a y 
afternoon, the Belize 
Police Department 
S u p e r i n t e n d e n t 
Gera ld  Jones  to ld 
the media, “We have 
i nves t i ga t ed  bo th 
matters and we have 
found that they were 
not true as to what we 
expected.”

Jones  cont inued, 
“The investigation 
i s  l e a d i n g  u s  t o 
b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e y 

w e r e  f a b r i c a t i n g 
both stories, both the 
one in Orange Walk 
and in Belize City. 
When we received 
the information, we 
took it very seriously 
a n d  i m m e d i a t e l y 
i nves t i ga t ed  bo th 
matters.’’ 

He added that a part 
of the investigation 
a l s o  i n c l u d e d 
t h e  r e v i e w i n g  o f 
surveillance cameras 
in surrounding areas 
where the minors , 
both females  ages 
6  and  12  a l l eged 
that they had been 
kidnapped.

Jones ,  howeve r, 
claimed that while 
investigations into 
both matters remain 
o n g o i n g ,  a n o t h e r 
s i m i l a r  r e p o r t  o f 
a  black van going 
a r o u n d  t h e  S a n 
Ignacio and Santa 
Elena area earlier 
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BSI clarifies sugar industry concerns 

ASR/BSI's Country Manager Mac McLachlan ASR/BSI's Country Manager Mac McLachlan 

By William Ysaguirre

Should the Belize 
S u g a r  C a n e 

Farmers Association 
(BSCFA) agree  to 
res ign  the  cur ren t 
c o m m e r c i a l 
agreement  that  a l l 
o t h e r  t h r e e  c a n e 
a s soc i a t i ons  have 
accep ted ,  f a rmers 
can benefit from an 

initial first payment 
that  is  $4.00 more 
than last year’s price, 
ASR/BSI  off ic ia ls 
explained today.

“ We  h a v e  j u s t 
presented the cane 
pr ice  es t imate  for 
next year, which is 
$4.00 higher than the 
year that was just 
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Th e  N o v e m b e r  m i d t e r m 
elections in the United States 
are emphatically not what the 

Republicans were expecting.
  Traditionally, mid-term elections 

favour the party in opposition, and 
it was widely expected that the 
Republicans, currently led by Donald 
Trump, would emerge ahead of the 
Democrats.

  But the Democrats are holding 
their own! They appear poised to win 
the Senate, the all-important Upper 
House of 100. The Senate is the 
legislative body which has the power 
to approve or reject presidential 
appointments. It has a veto power 
over budgets and military proposals. 

And only the Senate can impeach 
and censure a president. 

  There are 35 Senate seats up for 
grabs in these midterm elections.

  If Republicans cannot take back 
the Senate, it will represent a collapse 
of Republican influence, even if 
they manage to re-take the House of 
Representatives. To re-take the House 
they will need to win a majority of 
the 435 seats of the Lower Chamber.

  The fortunes of the Democratic 
Party hang heavily on the shoulders 
of President Joe Biden, the 79-year-
old man who former president 
Donald Trump calls “Sleepy Joe”. 
But Joe Biden has proven himself 
to be not only alert, but perceptive 
as well.

  Under his leadership, the countries 
of Europe, tortured and afflicted by 
the Russian aggression in Ukraine, 
have come together as one, to stand 
up to Russia. President Biden has 
united the free world and has made 
the United States a bulwark of 
protection not only for fuel-starved 
Europe, but also for Taiwan and 
South Korea, Australia and the rest of 
Southeast Asia, who face a different 
challenge of aggression coming from 
China and China’s ally, North Korea.

 President Joe Biden has brought 
hope and resolve to the democratic 
nations of the world to face the 
l o o m i n g  m i l i t a r y  a l l i a n c e  o f 
Russia and China, side-stepping 
the minefield of a nuclear war, 
exercising patience and perseverance 
and firmness to contain both Russia 
and China.

  In this newspaper’s view, President 
Joe Biden wil l  be awarded the 
Nobel Peace Prize for his leadership 
and decisive action in defense of 
democracy around the world, no 
matter the outcome of these midterm 
elections.

  It is a prize he richly deserves!

Cops: Kidnapping Story Fake!
Cont’d from pg. 1

this week had not 
reached his desk. He 
assured us that the 
department will also 
be investigating that 
repor t  and,  in  the 
interim, will also be 
visiting both children 
and their parents to 
speak with them and 
r emind  them tha t 
making a false report 
is a crime that can 
lead to charges. 

J o n e s  s a i d  t h a t 
the  depar tment  i s 
still  contemplating 
whether to level any 
charges against the 
parents. Community 
policing officers will 
also be visiting the 
various schools to 
raise awareness and 
sensitize students on 
looming dangers in 
the public and how to 
respond in a similar 
situation if the need 

arises.
“ W e  a r e  a l s o 

resorting to the media 
outlet to put it out 
there to ask members 
of the general public, 
parents, guardians, 
a n d  e v e n  s c h o o l 
wardens, if  any of 
this  s i tuat ion may 
occur at  any point 
that we channel this 
information directly 
to the police and have 
the police be able to 
investigate the matter 
immediately and then 
we wil l  see where 
it goes from there. I 
know that these two 
incidents had created 
a public alarm, but 
we want to assure the 
public that the police 
department will do its 
best to investigate in a 
timely manner so that 
we can have some 
form of safety and 
reassurance within 
t h e  p u b l i c ,  “ s a i d 
Jones.

He is also asking 
p a r e n t s  a n d  e v e n 
students to continue 
to be on the lookout 
and not to let their 
g u a r d  d o w n  i f  a 
s i m i l a r  s i t u a t i o n 
might occur. Jones 
re i tera ted that  the 
picture of a black van 
with Chicago license 
plate that has been 
circulating on social 
media is also fake and 
that the image was 
pulled from an online 
source.

Earlier this week, a 
parent in the Orange 
Walk  Dis t r ic t  was 
the  f i r s t  to  repor t 
that her 6-year-old 
daughter  had gone 
missing after school. 
After half an hour of 
searching, the mother 
r e p o r t e d  t h a t  s h e 
found her daughter 
at the park playing. 
She said that the child 
had told her that a 
dark complexioned 

female had lured her 
to the park by offering 
her an ice cream. The 
minor alleged that the 
woman had fled at the 
last minute leaving 
her behind.

I n  t h e  s e c o n d 
instance, on Tuesday, 
a 12-year-old Belize 
C i t y  m i n o r  a l s o 
reported to her parents 
that while walking 
nea r  88  Shopping 
Center  on  Centra l 
American Boulevard 
i n  B e l i z e  C i t y,  a 
black van, with tinted 
windows, had crept 
up behind her. The 
minor said that when 
t h e  v a n  s u d d e n l y 
stopped beside her, 
a dark complexion 
man opened the side 
door and attempted 
to drag her inside.  
S h e  c l a i m e d  t h a t 
the man was forced 
to let her go after a 
passerby had noticed 
the commotion.

Health in the Caribbean declines 
as temperatures rise

By Britney Gordon

The significant 
i m p a c t  o n 

human health from 
c l i m a t e  c h a n g e 
i n  t h e  C a r i b b e a n 
i s  p r o j e c t e d  t o 
continue and worsen 
both through direct 
p a t h w a y s  s u c h 
as  s torms,  f loods , 
d r o u g h t s ,  a n d 
heatwaves as well as 
indirect ly  through 
c h a n g e s  i n  w a t e r 
quality, air quality, 
food securi ty,  and 
vector-borne disease 
patterns. 

I n  a  r e p o r t 
r e l e a s e d  b y  t h e 
In tergovernmenta l 
P ane l  on  C l ima t e 
C h a n g e  ( I P C C ) , 
i t  was  de termined 
that global surface 
t e m p e r a t u r e  w i l l 
continue to increase 
a t  l e a s t  u n t i l  t h e 
middle of the century, 
r e s u l t i n g  i n  t h e 
increase of extreme 
w e a t h e r  e v e n t s 
such as heat waves, 
heavy precipitation, 
regional droughts, as 
well as the increased 
intensity of storms. 

T h e  s p r e a d  o f 
d i seases  wi l l  a l so 
be  no tab le  a s  t he 
increasing frequency 
of floods and rising 
s e a  l e v e l s  c a n 
contaminate drinking 
water with fecal-oral 

pa thogens  leading 
t o  a n  i n c r e a s e  i n 
waterborne diseases 
as well as creating 
a breeding ground 
f o r  i n s e c t s  t h a t 
c a r r y  d i s e a s e s . 
T h e  O rg a n i s a t i o n 
for  Economic  Co-
o p e r a t i o n  a n d 
D e v e l o p m e n t 
( O E C D )  p r o j e c t s 
tha t  a i r  qua l i ty  i s 
likely to deteriorate 
globally and account 
f o r  3 . 6  m i l l i o n 
deaths annually by 
2050 .  I t  i s  l i ke ly 
that these conditions 
wi l l  a ffec t  people 
l iv ing  in  t ropica l , 
low-lying,  coas ta l 
communities, such as 
the Caribbean. 

The poor conditions 
also present a struggle 
for the agriculture 
sector as droughts, 
contamination, and 
f l o o d i n g  h i n d e r s 
the  f lour i sh ing  of 
crops within many 
countries. 

I n  2 0 1 8 ,  t h e 
U n i t e d  N a t i o n s 
es tab l i shed  Wor ld 
F o o d  S a f e t y  D a y 
to raise awareness 
about food safety to 
be observed on June 
7. World Food Safety 
Day initiatives are 
held to highlight how 
to prevent food borne 
illnesses, caused by 
b a c t e r i a ,  v i r u s e s , 

parasites, or chemical 
substances that enter 
t h e  b o d y  t h r o u g h 
contaminated food 
or water.  

T h e  C a r i b b e a n 
P u b l i c  H e a l t h 
Agency (CARPHA) 
m a i n t a i n s  t h a t  i n 
order to adequately 
address  the  i s sue , 
better data is needed 
t o  unde r s t and  t he 
far-reaching impacts 
o f  u n s a f e  f o o d 
and  documen t  the 
capacity of Caribbean 
countries to respond 
t o ,  a n d  i n  t u r n , 
d e v e l o p  c l i m a t e -
resilient food safety 
plans.

“Whi le  the  body 
o f  e v i d e n c e  i s 

slowly growing on 
a n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
s c a l e ,  w o r k  o n 
c l i m a t e  c h a n g e 
a n d  f o o d  s a f e t y 
r isks has not  been 
w e l l  d o c u m e n t e d 
i n  t h e  C a r i b b e a n 
Region, nor has the 
Caribbean’s ability to 
respond to climate-
d r i v e n  o u t b r e a k 
events been assessed. 
With such scarcity 
o f  i n f o r m a t i o n , 
the Caribbean will 
continue to remain 
v u l n e r a b l e  t o  t h e 
e ffec t s  o f  c l imate 
c h a n g e  o n  f o o d 
safety and security,” 
underscored Dr. Joy 
St. John, Executive 
Director at CARPHA.
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CLASSIFIED ADS
FOR RENT: TWO-person apartment - located at the corner West and Allenby Streets, 

southside Belize City. Single bedroom,spacious living room and kitchen. Secure with concrete 
walls and floor. Hot and cold water & Internet. Electricity and water are separate. Kitchen sink 
installed. $400.00 a month with payment in advance. Call 672-4454 or 227- 2503 for more 
details or for viewing opportunity.

FOR RENT: Two person apartment at corner West and Basra Streets, Belize City. 
Single bedroom, small living room and kitchen. Ground floor, secure with concrete walls and 
floor. Hot and cold water. Kitchen sink installed. $400.00 a month with payment in advance. 
Call 672-4454 or 227-2503 for more details or for viewing opportunity.

LIQUOR LICENSE NOTICE: Notice is hereby given that David Cal of Red Bank Vil-
lage, Stann Creek District is hereby applying for a Shop Liquor License for Maya Mountain 
Grocery. Situated in Red Bank Village, Stann Creek District for the year 2023. Under the 
Intoxicating Liquors Act (Revised Edition) of 2000.

NOTICE: Be it known that PROLAT TRADING COMPANY S.A., a Belize 
International Business Company, is now dissolved and has been struck off the 
IBC Register.    Global Formations and Management Ltd.

NOTICE: Be it known that LATINAMERICAN SUPPLIERS CORP., a 
Belize International Business Company, is now dissolved and has been struck 
off the IBC Register.   Global Formations and Management Ltd.

BSI clarifies sugar industry concerns
Cont’d from pg. 1
passed,” American 

S u g a r  R e f i n i n g /
B e l i z e  S u g a r 
I n d u s t r y  ( B S I ) ’s 
Managing Director 
M a c  M c L a c h l a n 
e x p l a i n e d  t o  t h e 
media on Thursday. 
“ [This  i s ]  r ecord-
h i g h  c a n e  p r i c e s , 
the highest since we 
lost the preferences 
back in 2017 and the 
fourth highest since 
2000.” 

A S R / B S I  c a l l e d 
the press briefing to 
clarify certain claims 
a n d  a l l e g a t i o n s 
m a d e  b y  t h e 
spokespersons of the 
Belize Sugar Cane 
Farmers Association 
(BSCFA)  in  o the r 
sections of the media 
ea r l i e r  th i s  week . 
According to ASR/
BSI ,  the  company 
prefers to make the 
most of  its weather 
‘window’ during the 
dry season to harvest 
a s  m u c h  c a n e  a s 
possible before the 
onset  of  the  ra iny 
s e a s o n ,  w h e n  t h e 
mud  in  t he  f i e ld s 
and the muddy roads 
will make harvesting 
more difficult.

I n  t e r m s  o f 
mediation, the name 
of a mediator who 
would be acceptable 
t o  t h e  c o m p a n y 
h a s  a l r e a d y  b e e n 
c i r c u l a t e d  t o  t h e 
f a r m e r s ,  a n d  t h e 
c o m p a n y  i s  n o t 
“dragging its feet” 
i n  t h e  m e d i a t i o n 
process, which could 
have already started, 
if the farmers were 
i n  a g r e e m e n t , 
McLachlan said. 

A S R / B S I  d o e s 
n o t  w a n t  a n y 
interruptions to the 
crop, as the company 

has  made  a  lo t  o f 
i n v e s t m e n t s  o v e r 
the years to ‘grow 
the pie’, which the 
mill shares with the 
farmers, Mclachlan 
u n d e r s c o r e s .  B u t 
t he  cane  f a rmer s ’ 
d e m a n d  f o r  a  6 0 
-  40 percent  spl i t , 
which would transfer 
$20  mi l l i on  more 
from the mill to the 
fa rmers ,  a  change 
that Mclachlan says 
i s  s imp ly  no t  do -
ab l e  a t  t h i s  t ime , 
a s  i t  wou ld  make 
t h e  c o m p a n y  g o 
bankrupt .  Without 
the mill, there would 
be no sugar industry.

E a r l i e r  t h i s 
week, the company 
pub l i shed  a  cha r t 
c o m p a r i s o n  o f 
suga r  cane  p r i ce s 
tha t  f a rmers  have 
r ece ived  ove r  t he 
p a s t  f o u r  y e a r s , 
which  was  $47.90 
per tonne of cane in 
2018, $50.50/tonne 
i n  2 0 1 9 ,  $ 5 5 . 2 4 /
tonne in 2020, $54.56 
in 2021 and $70.78 
f o r  t h e  c r o p  j u s t 
completed in 2022. 
This was a $16.22 

per tonne increase 
over last year, and 
the projected cane 
price is $4.00 more 
per tonne this year 
than last crop. 

But the reality is 
that Belize’s sugar 
e x p o r t s  a r e  8 0 
percent exposed to 
world market prices, 
as Belize only has 
preferential markets 
for about 20 percent 

o f  i t s  p roduc t ion . 
F o r  t h i s  r e a s o n , 
t h e  c o m p a n y  h a s 
i n v e s t e d  U S D $ 3 0 

million since 2013 
to expand the plant 
t o  p roduce  d i r ec t 
c o n s u m p t i o n , 
“Plantation White” 
sugar which fetches 

d e d u c t e d  f r o m 
the  overa l l  expor t 
earnings from sugar 
s a l e s ,  b e f o r e  t h e 

traditional split with 
farmers,  where the 
mill gets 35 percent 
and the farmers get 
65 percent. 

T h e  B S C FA h a s 

also put forward a 
demand for a $5.00 
payment per tonne 
of cane on bagasse, 
wh ich  McLach l an 
says has no economic 
r a t i o n a l e ,  a s  t h e 
B E L C O G E N  h a s 
been losing money 
for the last five years. 
He said the company 
h a s  e v e n  o f f e r e d 
the BSCFA audited 
financial statements 
f rom BELCOGEN 
for them to see the 
true state of affairs 
for themselves.  

T h e  c o m p a r i s o n 
drawn to sugar cane 
pr ices  paid  across 
t h e  b o r d e r  i n  t h e 
the Mexican sugar 

i n d u s t r y  w a s 
m i s l e a d i n g , 
e x p l a i n e d 
M c L a c h l a n , 
b e c a u s e  t h e 
M e x i c a n 
sugar industry 
p r o d u c e s 
s u g a r  f o r 
their domestic 
market and for 
expo r t  t o  t he 
United States, at 
a price of USD 
3 2  c e n t s  p e r 
pound, which is 
almost double 
t h e  w o r l d 
s u g a r  p r i c e . 
There’s just no 
comparison.

He said ASR 
h a s  i n v e s t e d 
h e a v i l y  t o 
i m p r o v e  t h e 
sugar industry, 

not just in the mill, 
b u t  a l s o  i n  t h e 
logistics of shipping 

through Big Creek 
Port, which  resulted 
in a $3.1 million in 
savings on freight to 

a  m u c h  b e t t e r 
price when sold to 
CARICOM Sing le 
Market Economy. 

If ASR/BSI had its 
‘druthers, it would be 
exporting its entire 
production as direct 
consumption sugars 
to CSME, but  that 
d e c i s i o n  r e s t s  i n 
the hands of CSME 
importers, not ASR.

T h e  c r u x  o f  t h e 
cur ren t  d i ffe rence 
with the farmers is 
that the BSCFA has 
queried the various 
costs for shipping, 
f re ight ,  and  whi te 
s u g a r  p r o d u c t i o n , 
w h i c h  A S R  h a s 

Cont’d on pg. 4
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Notice of Dissolution 

“Notice is hereby given to all interested parties 
that  DANBURG HOLDINGS LIMITED a Company 
incorporated under the IBC Act of Belize  commenced 
dissolution on November 09th, 2022.

And
Paraskevas Zacharoulis  with address of 20A Agiou 

Athanasiou, P.C. 7102, Aradippou,  Larnaca, Cyprus 
is the Liquidator,  and any claims against this  Company 
should be forwarded to the liquidator within 30 days from 
commencement.” 

Anacton Consult Group Limited 
Registered Agent

United States Provides Another 
Donation of Emergency Hurricane

Relief Assistance to Belize
Ladyville – The 

U.S.  Embassy 
is  working closely 
with the Government 
of Belize to provide 
critical humanitarian 
a i d  t o  B e l i z e a n 
c o m m u n i t i e s 
d e v a s t a t e d  b y 
H u r r i c a n e  L i s a . 
Today, on behalf of 
the American people, 
Chargé d’Affaires, 
a.i. Leyla Moses-Ones 
met with Chair of the 
National Emergency 
M a n a g e m e n t 
O r g a n i z a t i o n 
( N E M O )  F o r e i g n 
Assistance Committee 
Ambassador Amalia 
M a i  a n d  N E M O 
Coordinator Retired 
Lieutenant Colonel 
Shel ton  Defour  to 
d e l i v e r  o v e r  U S 
$97,000 in essential 
i t e m s  t o  s u p p o r t 
local recovery and 
relief efforts.  This 
donation is funded 
t h r o u g h  t h e  U . S . 
Southern Command 
( S O U T H C O M ) 
H u m a n i t a r i a n 
Assistance Program 
and includes hygiene 
a n d  c l e a n i n g 

suppl ies ,  f i r s t  a id 
kits, and construction 
m a t e r i a l s  t o 
c o n t r i b u t e  t o  t h e 
repairs of structures 
damaged during the 
hurricane. This is one 
donation of ongoing 
U . S .  a s s i s t a n c e . 
C h a r g é  M o s e s -
Ones reaffirmed the 
commitment of the 
U.S. government in 
its support for Belize, 
“Weathering a natural 
disaster means it’s 
time for action. The 
United States stands 
with Belize to support 
H u r r i c a n e  L i s a 
recovery and meet to 
the immediate needs 
of impacted families. 
To d a y ’s  t a r g e t e d 
donat ion puts  into 
action our enduring 
c o m m i t m e n t  t o 
the  U .S . -Be l i zean 
bilateral partnership. 
We are friends and 
partners through and 
through – whether 
t h e r e  b e  s u n  o r 
t u r b u l e n t  s t o r m s : 
Bel ize  can a lways 
count on the United 
States. Ambassador 
M a i  u n d e r s c o r e d , 

“ T h e  g o v e r n m e n t 
a n d  p e o p l e  o f 
Belize extend their 
s i n c e r e  g r a t i t u d e 
f o r  t h e  s u p p l i e s 
b e i n g  g e n e r o u s l y 
d o n a t e d  b y  t h e 
U.S. government to 
Belizeans impacted 
by Hurricane Lisa. 
T h e  d o n a t i o n  i s 
timely and practical 
as it will contribute 
to the rebuilding of 
homes/houses  los t 
and damaged during 
th is  la tes t  c l imate 
event. This assistance 
i s  a  t e s t a m e n t  t o 
the strong bilateral 
relationship between 
our two countries.” 
In  2022 ,  the  U.S . 
G o v e r n m e n t 
U S S O U T H C O M 
H u m a n i t a r i a n 
Assistance Program 
h a s  f u n d e d  f r e e 
m e d i c a l  c l i n i c s , 
d o n a t e d  m e d i c a l 
s u p p l i e s  a n d 
v e n t i l a t o r s ,  a n d 
s e c u r e d  t h e 
construction of three 
s c h o o l  b u i l d i n g s 
and a fire station in 
Belize.

ENDS.

BSI clarifies sugar 
industry concerns

Cont’d from pg. 3
the farmers just last 

year alone. 
ASR/BSI has also 

invested in helping 
t h e  f a r m e r s  t o 
improve productivity 
i n  s u g a r  c a n e 
production, in tonnes 
o f  sugar  cane  pe r 
acre of land, which 
lags far behind the 
world average for the 
industry,  and even 
for the region. 

A S R  s h a r e d 
ano ther  char t  th i s 
w e e k ,  c o m p a r i n g 
Belize’s sugar cane 
yield of 17 tonnnes 
of cane per acre with 
the regional average 
o f  3 5  t o n n e s  p e r 
ac re .  Neighbor ing 
Guatemala achieves 
42 tonnes per acre, 
Nicaragua - 41 tonnes 
per acre, Honduras 
-  3 7  t o n n e s ,  E l 
Salvador - 35 tonnes, 
whi le  Mexico  and 
Costa Rica produce 
28 tonnes per acre. 
Austral ia  achieves 

36 tonnes  of  cane 
per acre, Brazil - 32 
tonnes,  India -  30 
tonnes ,  Indones ia 
-  2 8  t o n n e s ,  a n d 
Thailand - 26 tonnes/
acre.

T h e  f a r m e r s 
a n d  t h e  c o m p a n y 
should be working 
together to ensure 
the future viability 
of the industry. The 
company already has 
long term agreements 
with three other cane 
farmers associations. 
The company hopes 
to begin this year’s 
harvest by December 
19 as the projected 
start, he said. With 
t h e  N o . 2  b o i l e r 
coming online, the 
mill will have more 
s team for  a  fas ter 
g r i n d i n g  r a t e  t o 
grind more cane as 
long as the farmers 
can deliver.

Through the Sugar 
Industry  Research 
a n d  D e v e l o p m e n t 
Ins t i tu te  (SIRDI) , 

t h e  c o m p a n y  h a s 
introduced 11 new 
cane varieties which 
s h o u l d  b e  m o r e 
resilient to disease, 
pes t s  and  drought 
for greater resilience 
to cl imate change. 
McLachlan said he 
felt that the farmers 
should be working 
more on increasing 
t h e i r  y i e l d  p e r 
ac re ,  t o  min imize 
the logistics cost of 
their delivery to the 
factory.

A larger sugar cane 
y i e l d  f r o m  t h e i r 
fields would allow 
farmers to increase 
their income, without 
any increase in the 
s ize  of  their  land, 
McLachlan said. This 
should be the way 
to  go ,  to  improve 
yield and harvesting 
efficiency, to lower 
the cost  per  tonne 
of  de l ivery  to  the 
mill. Lowering their 
p r o d u c t i o n  c o s t s 
would improve the 
farmers’ profits.  

Ministry of Agriculture and Taiwan 
ICDF Inaugurate New Sheep Barn 

Be l m o p a n . 
November 10, 

2022. 5:00 p.m. 
T h e  M i n i s t r y 

o f  A g r i c u l t u r e , 
Food Security and 
Enterprise (MAFSE), 
in collaboration with 

t h e  Ta i w a n  I C D F 
Breeding Sheep and 
Goat Production and 
G u i d a n c e  S y s t e m 
Enhancement Project 
(Sheep Project Phase 
II), held an inauguration 
ceremony for the newly 
completed sheep barn at 
the National Sheep and 
Goat Breeding Center 
in Central Farm, Cayo 
District on November 
10, 2022.  

The faci l i ty  wil l 
improve the function 
of the National Sheep 
and Goat Breeding 
Center by increasing 
the capacity of barn 
infrastructure from 400 
to 650 sheep. In addition, 
the related components 
of the new sheep barn, 
such as the gutter 
system (also known 
as a water harvesting 
system), will enhance 
the management and 
sustainability of water 
utilization. It is one of 

the main achievements 
so far of the Sheep 
Project Phase II. 

In his remarks, Hon. 
Jose Mai, Minister 
of Agriculture, Food 
Security and Enterprise, 
spoke about the growth 

of the sheep and goat 

livestock sub-sector 
and the success of the 
Taiwan Breeding Sheep 
and goat program thus 
far with increases in 
the quality of lamb and 
goat meats available 
for consumption due to 
better breeds and higher 
local production. He 
said there is much more 
to achieve as Belize 
keeps an eye on export 
market opportunities. 
Minis ter  Mai  a lso 
thanked the people 
and Government of 
the Republic of China 
(Taiwan) for  their 

generosity in helping 
agriculture grow in 
Belize. 

The ceremony not 
only marked a historic 
m i l e s t o n e  o f  t h e 
Breeding Sheep and 
Goat Project in Belize 
but also gives evidence 
of the strong ties between 
Taiwan and Belize. The 
governments of Belize 
and the Republic of 
China (Taiwan) are 
committed to working 
closely together to 
strengthen the sheep 
and goat  indus t ry 
of Belize by further 

bilateral cooperation in 
agriculture which will 
enhance the welfare of 
the Belizean people. 

Also present at the 
ceremony were H.E. 
David  Kuan-Chou 
Chien, Ambassador 
of the Republic of 
China (Taiwan) and 
representatives from 
the Belize Livestock 
Producers Association, 
O I R S A ,  C A R D I , 
IICA, the University 
of Belize, BAHA and 
the Pesticides Control 
Board. 

Ends  
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Belize Joins the High E-Government Development Index Group
•	 Belmopan. 

November 
1 0 t h ,  2 0 2 2 .  T h e 
E-Governance and 
Digitalization Unit 
under the Ministry 
of Public Utilities, 
Energy,  Logist ics , 
and E-Governance, 
celebrates, alongside 
i t s  p a r t n e r s  i n 
development, Belize’s 
recent  increase in 
its rating within the 
U n i t e d  N a t i o n s 
2022 E-Government 
Development Index 
(EGDI) survey. In 2020, 
Belize was ranked 136 
out of 193 countries, 
demonstrating slow 
progress and initially 
placing the nation 
within the Middle EGDI 

group of countries. As 
of 2022, through the 
advancement of Belize’s 
National Digital Agenda 
and sector initiatives, 
Belize’s position has 
now improved to a 
ranking of 133 out of 
193 countries, being one 
of only three countries 
within the Americas 
region to advance due 
to significant progress 
i n  E - G o v e r n a n c e 
i m p l e m e n t a t i o n . 
Bel ize’s  increased 
r a n k i n g  f i r m l y 
establishes the country’s 
new placement within 
the High EGDI group 
for the first time in 
history, now sitting 
alongside countries like 
Mexico, South Africa, 

and Egypt. The United 
Nations E-Government 
Development Index 
assesses and ranks 
c o u n t r i e s  a t  t h e 
national level against 
three main factors. 
These factors include 
Telecommunications 
Infrastructure, Human 
Capital, and Online 
se rv i ces .  Be l i ze ’s 
ranking improved due 
to national progress 
in delivering online 
services and other key 
achievements relating 
to: . The launch of 
Belize's first National 
Digital Agenda and 
Action Plan in 2021 
s u p p o r t e d  b y  t h e 
I n t e r - A m e r i c a n 
Development Bank 

Group. The execution 
of sector transformation 
projects and technology 
adoption such as: o The 
Strengthening of Tax 
Administration Project 
led by the Belize Tax 
Service o The Belize 
Electronic Licenses 
and Permits System 
(BELAPS) led by the 
Supplies Control Unit 
and the E-Governance 
and Digitalization Unit  
The Department of 
Environment Online 
Permitting Application 
led by the Department 
of the Environment 
and the E-Governance 
and Digi ta l izat ion 
Unit. The Temporary 
Employment Permit 
Application led by 
the Ministry of Rural 
T r a n s f o r m a t i o n , 
C o m m u n i t y 
Development, Labor, 
and Local Government.
T h e  s u c c e s s f u l 
enactment of six (6) 
E-Governance-related 
legislations, making 
B e l i z e  a  p i o n e e r 
i n  d i g i t a l  l a w  i n 
CARICOM: (i) Digital 
Government Act, (ii) 
Data Protection Act, 
( i i i)  Public Sector 
Data Sharing Act, (iv) 
Electronic Transaction 
Act, (v) Electronic 
Funds Transfer Crime 
Act, and (vi) Electronic 
Evidence Act.  The 
Compete Caribbean 
Partnership Facility, the 
Economic Development 
Council, and the United 
Nations Development 

Programme supported 
the development of 
these legislations.

•	 T h e  l a u n c h 
of online payment 
f o r  g o v e r n m e n t 
services using mobile 
wallets (Temporary 
Employment Permit 
Pilot) in partnership 
with the Ministry of 
Rural Transformation, 
C o m m u n i t y 
Development, Labor, 
and Local Government. 

•	 In partnership 
wi th  the  At torney 
General’s Ministry, 
the  launch  of  the 
Strengthening Civil 
Registry Programme 
t o  s u p p o r t  t h e 
modernization of the 
Vital Statistics Unit.

•	 The initiation 
of the National Digital 
Inclusion Program 
which seeks to provide 
Digital Access and 
Digital Training to 
citizens. This program is 
supported by the United 
Nations Development 
Programme Belize and 
ICDF-Taiwan.

•	 T h e  l a u n c h 
o f  t h e  N a t i o n a l 
Identification Project 
to design and pilot a 
National Identification 
Management Strategy. 
This is set to be a 
strategic accelerated 
action plan that will 
guide the development 
of Belize's National 
ID system and pilot a 
digital ID for online 
services by 2025.  

•	 Development of 
an online Government 
Integrated Cashiering 
System.

•	 Modification 
and upgrade to the 
Office of the Supervisor 
of Insurance online 
application.

These efforts are 
suppor t ed  by  ou r 
partner ministries and 
development partners 
such as  the Inter-
American Development 
Bank Group, the United 
Nations Development 
Programme, and ICDF-
Taiwan.

Beyond  Bel ize ’s 
p r o g r e s s  i n 
E-Governance projects 
and programs,  the 
country is recognized 
as only one out of 
four countries in the 
Americas to have a 
female in E-Governance 
leadership.  Today, 
w o m e n  a c c o u n t 
for only 11.01% of 
E-Government leaders 
g loba l ly.  Be l i ze ’s 
achievements reinforce 
not only our dedication 
to  creat ing publ ic 
value but also our 
commitment to do so 
inclusively.

Ends
F o r  m o r e 

information: Contact 
the E-Governance and 
Digitalization Unit 
under the Ministry 
of Public Utilities, 
Energy, Logistics, & 
E-Governance at 828 
9061 or 

info@egov.gov.bz.

Authorities team up to deliver aid to 
Belize City following Hurricane Lisa

Various emergency teams collaborate to provide assistance to Belizeans.

In the  wake  o f 
Hurricane Lisa, 

a u t h o r i t i e s  h a v e 
coordinated a massive 
campaign to deliver 
humanitarian aid to 
affected Belizeans, 
particularly in Belize 
City, which was one of 
the areas most affected.

T h e  N a t i o n a l 
E m e r g e n c y 
M a n a g e m e n t 
Organization (NEMO), 
the Ministry of Human 
Development, Belize 
Police Department, 
Belize Defence Force, 
and the Belize Coast 
Guard, partnered with 
volunteers from the 
public and private 
sectors since the all-
clear was given on 
November 3, removing 
debris and meeting with 
affected families to 
determine their needs.

The Reporter spoke 

with Ganesha Smith, the 
chair of the Relief and 
Supplies Committee for 
Belize City, Ministry of 
Human Development, 
who explained that the 
committee partially 
activated on November 
1,  when hurr icane 
shelters opened, to 

stock the shelters with 
dry rations, food, and 
water. After the all-
clear was given the 
committee deployed 
b e t w e e n  2 0 0 - 2 5 0 
people to visit areas 
all over Belize City 
t o  c o n d u c t  n e e d s 
assessments.

“In Belize City the 
damage is tremendous. 
What we’ve seen is 
a  l o t  o f  phys i ca l 
damage aside from the 
humanitarian needs. 
A lot of people lost 
homes, roofs, walls, 
windows,” Smith said.

Assessment teams 

initially conducted 
interviews using pen 
and paper, but plans 
are in the works to 
move over to using 
tablets so data upload 
can be automatic. The 
Committee has an entire 
unit dedicated to data 
analysis which informs 
where interventions are 
most urgently needed 
and what resources 
need to be deployed to 
those areas.

Smith noted that 
areas closer to the sea 
such as the Port Loyola 
and Albert divisions 
were hit considerably 
harder than other inner 
city areas, requiring 
greater recovery efforts 
and a greater pool of 
resources.

“We have people who 
have been displaced. 
Those people we have 
been able to coordinate 
with them, relocation 

to family members but 
for those who do not 
have access to family 
support, we have been 
sourcing housing for 
them,” Smith added. 
“We have been getting 
a lot of support from 
the public in terms of 
landlords willing to 
partner with us by way 
of a commitment letter 
that either NEMO or 
the Department will pay 
[for those lodgings].”

NEMO held a press 
briefing on Wednesday, 
e x p l a i n i n g  t h a t 
damage assessments 
for Belize city have 
been estimated in the 
range of $9 million. An 
estimated 392 homes 
r e c e i v e d  v a r y i n g 
levels of damage, with 
108 of them deemed 
unsalvageable. NEMO 
has submitted those 
damages estimates to 
Cabinet  
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Notice of Dissolution 

“Notice is hereby given to all interested parties 
that WHITESHELL HOLDINGS LIMITED a Company 
incorporated under the IBC Act of Belize  commenced 
dissolution on November 07th, 2022.

And
Paraskevas Zacharoulis with address of Agiou Pavlou 

15, Ledra House, Agios Andreas, 1105, Nicosia, Cyprus 
is the Liquidator, and any claims against this Company 
should be forwarded to the liquidator within 30 days from 
commencement.”  

Anacton Consult Group Limited 
Registered Agent

‘Getting back into routines is key to preserving mental 
health after Hurricane Lisa,’ says Ministry of Health

Th e  M i n i s t r y 
of Health and 

Wellness (MOHW) 
i s  e n c o u r a g i n g 
B e l i z e a n s  t o 
s a f e g u a r d  t h e i r 
m e n t a l  h e a l t h 
f o l l o w i n g  t h e 
trauma and stressful 
situations that may 
have been brought 
o n  b y  H u r r i c a n e 
Lisa. 

T h e  H u r r i c a n e 
m a d e  l a n d f a l l  i n 
Belize on November 
2, bringing massive 
w i n d  a n d  w a t e r 
damage to several 
areas in the country, 
particularly Belize 
City. 

Iveth Quintanilla, 
Psychiat r ic  Nurse 
P r a c t i t i o n e r  a n d 
head of the MOHW’s 
M e n t a l  H e a l t h 
P r o g r a m m e ,  t o l d 
The Reporter  that 
feelings of sadness 
and  hope le s snes s 
a r e  a  n o r m a l 
response following 
a  na tura l  d isas ter 
and that  effect ive 
w a y  t o  a d d r e s s 
t h e s e  f e e l i n g s  i s 
to, where possible, 
return life to a state 
of normalcy. 

F o r  t h o s e  w h o 
have been displaced 
o r  s u f f e r e d 
c o n s i d e r a b l e 
loss  that  may not 
be  ab le  to  r e tu rn 
m a j o r  a s p e c t s  o f 
t h e i r  l i v e s  t o  a 
sense of normalcy, 
Q u i n t a n i l l a 
r e c o m m e n d s 
starting small, using 
things that can be 
controlled such as 
meal time and bed 
time, to begin the 
process. 

“It will definitely 
take a longer time 
fo r  some  peop le , 

we have people who 
their entire lives have 
changed because of 
the  d i sas t e r- ,  bu t 
that does not take 
a w a y  f r o m  t h e m 
trying to establish 
r o u t i n e s  a t  t h i s 
t ime,” Quintanil la 
sa id .  “I t  does  not 
have to be on a large, 
s ca l e .  Some t imes 
it’s the little things 
that we do that can 
be that first step to 
regaining that sense 
of normalcy.”

She fol lowed up 
by cautioning adults 
t o  r e f r a i n  f r o m 
c o n s u m i n g  d r u g s 
and  o r  a lcoho l  a t 
this time, noting that 
doing so will provide 
a  sho r t  pe r iod  o f 
r ep r i eve  up  f ron t 
but can have longer 
l a s t i n g  n e g a t i v e 
c o n s e q u e n c e s 
l a t e r  o n .  W h i l e 
s h e  e n c o u r a g e d 
B e l i z e a n s  t o 

k e e p  i n f o r m e d , 
Q u i n t a n i l l a 
cau t ioned  aga ins t 
prolonged exposure 
to news, photos, and 
even conversations 
relating to the storm 
and the destruction 
that is has caused, 
e x p l a i n i n g  t h a t 
doing so can also 
negat ively  impact 
mental health. 

Parents are urged to 
closely monitor their 
children, looking for 
signs such as thumb 
s u c k i n g  a n d  b e d 
wetting for smaller 
c h i l d r e n ,  a n d 
symptoms such as 
becoming withdrawn 
or frequent crying 
for  those  tha t  are 
o lder.  Quintani l la 
said that these may 
be signs that children 
are having trouble 
c o p i n g  f o l l o w i n g 
t h e  d i s a s t e r  a n d 
may need additional 

support. 
B e l i z e a n s  a r e 

a l s o  u r g e d ,  i n 
t h e  e v e n t  t h a t 
feelings of sadness 
o r  h o p e l e s s n e s s 
r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e 
disaster persist for 

a prolonged period, 
to seek mental health 
s u p p o r t  f r o m  t h e 
minis t ry’s  Menta l 
Health Programme, 
at any mental health 
clinic country wide. 
T h e r e  a r e  m e n t a l 

health clinics at all 
d i s t r ic t  hosp i ta l s , 
a s  we l l  a s  one  a t 
the Cleopatra White 
Hea th  Cente r  and 
Port Loyola Health 
C e n t e r  i n  B e l i z e 
City. 
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Minister of Agriculture Revokes 
Order of Areas Infected with 
Avian Influenza (H5) Disease

Hon. Jose Mai, 
M i n i s t e r 

o f  A g r i c u l t u r e , 
Food Securi ty and 
E n t e r p r i s e ,  h a s 
revoked the Order of 
Areas Infected with 
Avian Influenza (H5) 
Disease, 2022 upon 
the recommendations 
o f  t h e  B e l i z e 
Agricultural Health 
Authority (BAHA) 
a n d  t h e  A v i a n 
Influenza Task Force 
set up by Minister 
Mai.   

An infected area 
w a s  d e c l a r e d  b y 
Order on September 
1 5 ,  2 0 2 2 ,  u p o n 
s u s p i c i o n  o f  l o w 
p a t h o g e n i c  Av i a n 
Influenza, and after 
samples taken from 
a farm in the Blue 
Creek  communi ty 
in the Orange Walk 
Dis t r ic t  were  sent 
t o  a n  a c c r e d i t e d 
l abora to ry  abroad 
and tested positive 
for Avian Influenza 
i n  a  s c r e e n i n g 
s e r o l o g i c a l  t e s t . 
A f ew days  l a t e r, 
Polymerase  Chain 
Reaction (PCR) tests 
on the same sample 
a n d  a t  t h e  s a m e 
laboratory indicated 
t h a t  t h e  A v i a n 
Influenza detected 
was of the H5 type. 

F o l l o w i n g  t h e 
dec lara t ion  of  the 
in fec ted  a rea ,  the 
Avian Influenza Task 
Force was activated, 
an active surveillance 
p r o g r a m m e  w a s 

imp lemen ted ,  and 
BAHA immediately 
engaged stakeholders 
on prevention, control 
a n d  e r a d i c a t i o n 
measures. Eighty-six 
(86) farms in the Blue 
Creek and Shipyard 
communi t i es  were 
sampled, and 8 farms 
had  weak pos i t ive 
tests for antibodies 
i n  t h e  s c r e e n i n g 
s e r o l o g i c a l  t e s t s 
conducted by BAHA. 

T h e s e  r e s u l t s 
t r i g g e r e d  t h e 
activation of the Avian 
Influenza Emergency 
P r e p a r e d n e s s  a n d 
Response Plan, and 
actions were taken 
to further investigate 
the  suspec ted  low 
p a t h o g e n i c  Av i a n 
I n f l u e n z a  d i s e a s e 
outbreak. Both BAHA 
and the private sector 
agreed to  put  in to 
effect  preventative 
measures for disease 
c o n t a i n m e n t ,  i n 
the  even t  tha t  the 
National Veterinary 
Services Laboratory 
(NVSL) of the USA, 
a World Organisation 
for  Animal  Heal th 
(WOAH) Reference 
L a b o r a t o r y 
confirmed that  the 
disease was present. 

Further testing of a 
total of 141 flocks, in 
the declared infected 
area, yielded negative 
results. The National 
Veterinary Services 
Laboratory (NVSL) 
conducted advanced 
s e r o l o g i c a l  a n d 

molecular tests on the 
eight farms that had 
tested positive on the 
screening serological 
t e s t s .   A l l  r e su l t s 
were negative.   

The results from the 
WOAH Refe rence 
Laboratory, received 
o n  N o v e m b e r  4 , 
2022, confirmed that 
Belize remains free 
of Avian Influenza.

H o n .  J o s e  M a i 
extends his deepest 
appreciation to:

B A H A f o r  t h e i r 
quick response and 
implementat ion of 
measures for disease 
prevention, control 
and eradication;

the Belize Poultry 
A s s o c i a t i o n , 
e s p e c i a l l y  t h e 
p o u l t r y  i n d u s t r y 
in Blue Creek and 
Shipyard, for their 
support  in  disease 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  a n d 
measures  app l ied ; 
and 

the Avian Influenza 
Ta s k  F o r c e  2 0 2 2 
f o r  t h e i r  d i l i g e n t 
response to address 
the suspected Avian 
Influenza disease.

Belize last reported 
Av i a n  I n f l u e n z a 
i n  2 0 1 5  -  L o w 
P a t h o g e n i c  Av i a n 
Inf luenza (H5N2). 
S i n c e  t h e n ,  t h e r e 
have not  been any 
c o n f i r m e d  c a s e s 
of Avian Influenza 
i n  B e l i z e .  B e l i z e 
continues to be free 
of Avian Influenza.

NOTICE OF COMMENCED DISSOLUTION
Notice is hereby given to all interested parties that the company

Ilania Commerce Ltd.
(“the Company”) incorporated under the IBC Act of Belize commenced 

dissolution on the 12th day of October 2022; and Dmytro Dovgaliuk of 7 
Derevoobrobna str., 101013, Kyve, Ukraine, is the Liquidator of the Company, 
and any claims against the Company should be forwarded to the Liquidator by 
30 days from commencement.

Alpha Consulting (Belize) Ltd.
Registered Agent

NOTICE OF COMMENCED DISSOLUTION
Notice is hereby given to all interested parties that the company

Viliatta Business Inc.
(“the Company”) incorporated under the IBC Act of Belize commenced 

dissolution on the 27th day of October 2022; and Mr. Michel Andrew Brutus of 
P.O. Box 1136, Foret Noire, Mahe, Seychelles, is the Liquidator of the Company, 
and any claims against the Company should be forwarded to the Liquidator by 
30 days from commencement.

Alpha Consulting (Belize) Ltd.
Registered Agent
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Notice of Dissolution 

“Notice is hereby given to all interested parties that HAVENIN 
FINANCE LIMITED, CANBURG HOLDINGS LIMITED, 
LUMBERTON HOLDINGS LIMITED and ROSMAN 
INVESTMENTS LIMITED are Companies incorporated 
under the IBC Act of Belize  commenced dissolution on 
November 1st, 2022.

And
Paraskevas Zacharoulis  with address of 20A Agiou 

Athanasiou, P.C. 7102, Aradippou, Larnaca, Cyprus is the 
Liquidator, and any claims against these Companies should be 
forwarded to the liquidator within 30 days from commencement.”  

Anacton Consult Group Limited 
Registered Agent

Bus Load of Cane Farmers Bring 
Machetes to Clean Up Belize City 
The Belize Sugar 

Cane Farmers 
Association (BSCFA) 
is the latest group to 
come to Belize City’s 
a id  post -hurr icane 
Lisa. 

 L ike  t he  en t i r e 
country, cane farmers 
saw the devastation 
that Lisa left behind. 
“As Belizeans and 
as humans with the 
little we have we said 
that we suppose to 
come to the city to 
give a helping hand”, 
said Fred Ortega, the 
BSCFA’s Chairman 
o f  t he  Commi t t ee 
o f  M a n a g e m e n t . 
Fifty-five persons, 
i n c l u d i n g  s t a f f 
members, travelled 
in buses and cars this 

morn ing  f rom the 
Orange Walk District 
to assist in the cleanup 
efforts. Cane farmers 
i n c l u d i n g  w o m e n 
w e r e  d e p l o y e d  t o 
areas where fal len 
t r e e s  a n d  d e b r i s 
remain.   

So far, more than 
700  loads  or  over 
2 0 , 0 0 0  t o n s  o f 
garbage have been 
removed  f rom the 
City’s streets.  

Belize City Mayor 
B e r n a r d  Wa g n e r 
w e l c o m e d  t h e 
assistance,  saying, 
“We are so glad to 
h a v e  t h e  B S C FA 
here with us today to 
really accelerate our 
efforts.” 

 Joining the group 
w a s  M i n i s t e r  o f 
Agriculture Jose Mai 
who is also a cane 
farmer. Mai assisted 
with transporting the 

f a rmers  t o  Be l i ze 
City. He said, “The 
farmers understand 
the situation that the 
Belize City people 
a r e  i n  a n d  t h e y 
came out here today 
without any pay. All 
we did is provide fuel 
for the trucks and the 
loaders. Nobody is 
getting paid out here 
today.”  Four loaders 
were brought as part 
of the help.  

“ E v e r y b o d y  h a s 
a  machete in their 

hands because they 
w a n t  t o  h e l p  t h e 

Belize City residents 
clean up the city,” 
said Minister Mai.  

The city is being 
c l e a n e d  u p  b y 
groups and entities 
on a pro-bono basis. 
M a y o r  W a g n e r 
explained, that “most 
o f  the  heavy-duty 
equipment you see 
here is being done 
on a pro bono basis 
but we are still able 
to quantify it and we 
know up to last week 
Sunday if they were 
charging us funds for 
the removal of debris 
it would have been in 
the neighborhood of 
$243,000.”  

T h e  C o u n c i l ’ s 
target is to extract 
200 loads of debris 
e v e r y  d a y  a n d  i f 
that is done, the city 
should be cleaned in 
12 days.

More thtan 20,000 tons of garbage have been removed. 

Cane farmers assist in Belize City clean up
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DG Okonjo-Iweala: Make trade and investment 
a key part of delivering on climate action

By WTO

At a high-level 
forum held on the 

sidelines of the COP27 
in Sharm-El-Sheikh, 
Egypt on 9 November, 
WTO Director General 
O k o n j o - I w e a l a 
highlighted the need 
to develop climate-
s m a r t  p o l i c i e s  t o 
promote international 
trade and investment 
in  mi t iga t ion  and 
adaptation projects. She 
added that fostering 
cooperation to develop 
common approaches 
to carbon pricing was 
critical to driving new 
transformations.

“We need to build a 
coherent framework of 
trade and investment 
policies  supported 
by roadmaps that can 
accelerate the energy 
transition and boost 
re-investments,” the 
D i r e c t o r - G e n e r a l 
s a i d .    “ C l i m a t e 
change adapta t ion 
requires significant 
i n f r a s t r u c t u r e 
investment to increase 
resilience and reduce 
vulnerabilities, and 

the transit ion to a 
low-carbon global 
economy will generate 
enormous investment, 
e m p l o y m e n t ,  a n d 
growth opportunities.”

T h e  G l o b a l 
I n v e s t m e n t  a n d 
Trade for  Cl imate 
T r a n s f o r m a t i o n 
forum, convened by 
the WTO and the UN 
Conference on Trade 
a n d  D e v e l o p m e n t 
(UNCTAD), addressed 
what the international 
trade and investment 
communities could do 
to advance the Paris 
Climate Agreement.  

UNCTAD Secretary-
G e n e r a l  R e b e c c a 
Grynspan told the 
fo rum tha t  recen t 
research showed the 
number of new climate 
change investment 
projects announced in 
the last two quarters had 
decreased, indicating 
the need for climate 
funding, particularly in 
developing countries.

“We must ensure 
t h a t  t r a d e  a n d 
investment policies 
are an integral part of 
nationally determined 

contributions,” she 
said.   “That is not 
always the case, and we 
need to change that.”

G r y n s p a n  a l s o 
discussed the role 
that trade can play in 
climate adaptation, 
highlighting the need 
to maintain a policy 
environment conducive 
to the cross-border 
f l o w  o f  c l i m a t e 
financing in order to 
promote international 
i n v e s t m e n t  i n 
m i t i g a t i o n  a n d 
especially adaptation.

I T C  E x e c u t i v e 
Director Pamela-Coke-

Hamilton underlined 
that the voice of small 
businesses must be 
heard in the talks on 
transitioning to a low-
carbon economy.

“ I t ' s  c l e a r  t h a t 
climate change has 
a  disproport ionate 
negative impact on 
developing countries,” 
she  sa id .  “But  by 
extension, it's going 
to have even more 
negative impact on 
small businesses, so this 
year, we determined 
that there needed to be a 
presence and advocacy 
for their voices to be 
heard.”

Speaking  on  the 
r o l e  o f  p u b l i c -
private partnerships 

in climate financing, 
E g y p t ' s  M i n i s t e r 
o f  I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
Cooperation Rania A. 
Al Mashat said that 
financing was critical 
in the launch of a 
recent green hydrogen 
project in Egypt aimed 
at reducing emissions.

“The key word here 
is financing. How can 
we avail financing to 
countries who want to 
actually trade with each 
other through a cleaner 
method?” she asked.

Secretary General 
of the International 
Chamber of Commerce 
John Denton noted 
the effects of trade 
facilitation in greening 
supply chains  and 

reducing the impact of 
climate change.

“Let's not forget that 
trade facilitation, in 
enabling the movement 
o f  g o o d s  a c r o s s 
borders, actually can, 
if it's done properly, 
reduce emissions,” he 
said.

CEO of the World 
F e d e r a t i o n  o f 
Exchanges Nandini 
Sukumar  s t r e s sed 
that trade formed a 
significant part of the 
solution to climate 
action.

“As we come out of 
the pandemic and as we 
build back better, trade 
as an engine of growth, 
as an engine of just 
transition, and as an 
engine of inclusivity, 
is going to be more 
important than ever 
before.”

Outlining the role 
of the financial sector 
in assisting society 
toward net zero, Jean 
Paul Servais, Chairman 
of the International 
O r g a n i z a t i o n  o f 
Securities Commissions 
(IOSCO),  said the 
“only way the financial 
sector can play a role in 
financing the transition 
is through transparent 
capital flows to where 
they are needed.”

 WTO  Director General Okonjo-Iweala

DG Okonjo-Iweala: Trade is critical in 
global response to climate change

By WTO

Countries need 
t o  h a v e  t h e 

right trade policies 
in place to be able 
to respond to climate 
change ,  D i r ec to r-
G e n e r a l  N g o z i 
Okonjo-Iweala said 
on 7 November at a 
world leaders event 
d u r i n g  C O P 2 7  i n 
Sha rm E l -She ikh . 
The event — entitled 
“When will leaders 
lead? The state role 

in  mobi l i s ing  and 
directing finance for 
climate and health” 
—  w a s  o rg a n i s e d 
b y  U n i v e r s i t y 
College London in 
col laborat ion with 
t h e  g o v e r n m e n t s 
o f  S c o t l a n d  a n d 
B a r b a d o s .  T h e 
s e s s i o n  i n c l u d e d 
keynote remarks from 
Mia Amor Mottley, 
Pr ime Minis te r  o f 
Barbados, and Nicola 
S t u r g e o n ,  F i r s t 
Minister of Scotland.

I n  h e r  o p e n i n g 
remarks, Mia Amor 
M o t t l e y  s a i d :  “ I f 
th i s  COP i s  to  be 
about  act ion,  then 
w e  n e e d  t o  b e 
able to understand 
what  restrains and 
constrains us from 
being able to achieve 
progress.”

P r i m e  M i n i s t e r 
M o t t l e y  s t r e s s e d 
the need to reform 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
financial institutions 

Director General Ngozi Okonjo-Iweala (left) says right policies needed.

Cont’d on pg 11
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Prime Minister Pledge to Build Better Homes 
for Victims of Hurricane Lisa

By Michelle Sutherland

Prime Minis ter 
John Briceño said 

that his administration 
will be working around 
the clock to see how 
best and fast they could 
construct affordable 
h o m e s  f o r  t h o s e 
affected by Hurricane 
Lisa.

Speaking with the 
media on Monday, 
Briceño said, “Most of 
the houses that were 
destroyed were these 
plywood houses or 
houses that were just 
quickly put together. 
So, the idea is that 
we want to be able to 
build as many houses 
as we possibly can for 
as many people as we 
can within these areas. 
Then, for probably 
middle-class families, 
see if we can get some 
l o w - c o s t  f u n d i n g 
interest rates so that 
they could also rebuild 
and rebuild better.”

Briceño stressed that 
his government will 
not be building back 
plywood houses, due 

to the fact that those can 
be easily toppled over 
and destroyed once 
more. Briceño opined 
that the idea of giving 
back plywood houses 
would translate into 
“perpetuating poverty.” 
Moving forward the 
Prime Minister said that 
the long-term plan is to 
rebuild with concrete 
and other materials that 
can withstand future 
hurricanes.

“When you look at the 
conditions that some of 
our people live in, I 
don't think anybody 
should be living under 
those conditions in 
2022 anywhere in the 
world, especially here 
in Belize,” he said.

While Briceño is 
calling on the business 
community to lend 
a helping hand with 
the f inances ,  i t  i s 
a lso expected that 
international aid will 
start to trickle in. The 
Prime Minister assured 
the public that all will 
be done to ensure that 
the funds are put where 
they are needed the most 

and reckless spending 
will not prevail.

“Well, the temptation 
has been there from day 
1. I mean because we all 
are elected and there is 
so much work to do, but 
we have to remember 
that this is the people's 
money and we're not 
going to waste  i t . 
With the constituency 

development fund, the 
monies that we have 
given them so far, they 
have to account for 
every single dollar that 
is spent. They have to 
give invoices and they 
have to give signatures 
from the people that 
received what we are 
giving them.”

He also referred to 

the glowing report 
that the IMF has since 
given Belize for their 
rebounding efforts and 
the exceptional job that 
has been done so far. 
In the same vein, the 
Prime Minister also 
pointed to the fact that 
it is about the people 
of Belize and how his 
government can help to 

make their lives better. 
One aspect that has 
been observed through 
the years in helping to 
make that happen is 
by providing decent 
homes to poor families, 
and hurricane Lisa, 
according to the Prime 
Minister, has provided 
the perfect opportunity 
to get that done.

Prime Minister John Briceno says the government will build better homes for Belizeans.
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S  U  D  O  K  U
Medium Puzzle Answer to Puzzle

Sudoku rules  are 
extremely easy: Fill all 
empty squares so that 
the numbers 1 to 9 
appear once in each 
row, column and 3x3 
box.
Tip.
Use a soft erasable 
pencil.  Start with 
the easy puzzles, 
then move on to the 
harder ones.  Make 
small pencilmarks to 
show which numbers 
are allowed in empty 
squares. This will come 
handy when analyzing 
techniques are used.  
Never guess! Only 
make moves based 
on logical deductions.  
There is only one 
unique solution for 
each puzzle.

Hurricane Lisa leaves $20 million in damages behind for Belizeans
By Michelle Sutherland

Hurricane Lisa 
r a v a g e d  t h e 

coast of Belize City 
on Wednesday leaving 
widespread damages 
in its wake, toppling 
trees, ripping off roofs, 
and flattening houses, 
leaving what Prime 
Minister John Briceño 
a n d  h i s  t e a m  a r e 
estimating to be $20 
million in damages.

During a virtual press 
briefing on Monday, 
Briceño explained, “We 
took a guess estimate 
… the initial numbers 
that the Ministry of 
Inf ras t ruc ture  and 
Housing came up with 
is approximately $20 
million.”

That figure, according 
to the Prime Minister, 
will also cover the 
cost of rebuilding the 
portion of the Phillip 
Goldson Highway from 
the Haulover Bridge 
into the city. This, 
according to Briceño, 
is after Hurricane Lisa 
caused it to sink even 
more with portions of 
it already falling apart. 
The prime minister 
reiterated the urgency 
of fixing the highway 
due to it being used 
on a regular basis by 
motorists entering and 
exiting the city. The 
money will also be 
used to rebuild the 
Supreme Court after 
three of its buildings 
were destroyed by the 
hurricanes, as well as 
several schools that 
sustained damages.

Over the past few 
days, the prime minister 
and his team have been 
going into the affected 

Hurricane Lisa’s strong winds destroyed several homes.
areas, taking in the 
damages and assessing 
the needs of those 
affected. He has even 
gone on a flyover of 
the Belize District as 
far as the Santander 

farms in the Cayo 
District. During that 
trip, Briceño indicated 
tha t  severa l  roofs 
were damaged in the 
Belize district, while 
substantial damages 

were also noted in 
both Hattieville and 
Ladyville. The areas 
of Belama Phase IV 
and V were also under 
water.

“I've been on the 

ground. You have a 
different perspective 
flying at 500 feet than 
when you are actually 
on the ground and 
then you can see the 
destruction that took 
place, especially in our 
most vulnerable areas 
on the southside of 
Belize City,” explained 
Briceño. “It breaks my 
heart to see what has 
happened to some of 
these people, their 
small homes being 
knock down or washed 
away, the amount of 
debris that we have to 
be cleaning up. Pretty 
much the entire city 
was underwater for a 
number of hours.”

Even as Belize is 

still recovering from 
$3 million in flood 
d a m a g e s  c a u s e d 
by Hurricane Julia, 
which made landfall in 
Nicaragua on October 
8th, Prime Minister 
Briceño is, once more, 
pointing to the threat 
of climate change. 
He reiterated the call 
on richer, developed 
nations to do more in 
the fight against climate 
change.  I t  i s  now 
the opportune time, 
according to Briceño, 
for these developed 
countries to step in and 
offer aid in an effort 
to lessen the financial 
burden in the wake of 
natural disasters such 
as hurricane Lisa.

DG Okonjo-Iweala: Trade is critical in global response to climate change
Cont’d from pg 9

so that they can do 
more for countries 
in the global South 
i n  t h e i r  r e s p o n s e 
to climate change. 
T h e  m u l t i l a t e r a l 
development banks 
need new instruments 
that will allow them 
to make resources 
ava i l ab l e  t o  poo r 
countries for their 
cl imate adaptation 
efforts and to address 
the impact of climate 
change, she added.    

DG Okonjo-Iweala 
warned that countries 
should  learn  f rom 
experiences during 
t h e  C O V I D - 1 9 
p a n d e m i c ,  w h e r e 
some trade policies 
s u c h  a s  e x p o r t 
r e s t r i c t i o n s  a n d 
p r o h i b i t i o n s 
prevented vaccines 
and other inputs from 

reaching countr ies 
that needed them the 
most.  

She stressed that in 
the climate change 
context, trade policies 
can help unblock the 
technology or goods 
a n d  s e r v i c e s  t h a t 
will help countries 
adapt after an event 
or  mi t igate  before 
a n  e v e n t .  T h e 
D i r e c t o r - G e n e r a l 
noted that national 
ac t ion  p lans  of ten 
do not  incorporate 
t r a d e  p o l i c y  a n d 
trade.  “This is  the 
miss ing  e lement , ” 
she stressed. 

DG Okonjo-Iweala 
n o t e d  t h a t  g l o b a l 
s u p p l y  c h a i n s  f o r 
products necessary to 
help countries adapt 
to climate change and 
to transition to a low-
carbon economy are 

very concentrated. 
She highlighted that 
work  can  be  done 
to  he lp  coun t r i es , 
par t icular ly in  the 
South, diversify their 
economies, moving 
the  manufactur ing 
o f  t he s e  p roduc t s 
into those countries 
and bringing them 
i n t o  g l o b a l  v a l u e 
chains. She added: 
“We kill  two birds 
with one stone. We 
build resilience for 
the world, but at the 
same time we include 
those who have been 
left out.”

T h e  D i r e c t o r -
General noted that 
t r ade  po l i c i e s  pu t 
in  p lace  to  t ack le 
c l i m a t e  c h a n g e 
s h o u l d  n o t  b e 
discriminatory. She 
also underlined that 
there are around 70 

fragmented systems 
for  carbon pricing 
in the world and that 
different  countries 
h a v e  d i f f e r e n t 
carbon taxes, prices 
a n d  r e g u l a t o r y 
f r a m e w o r k s .  T h i s 
will have an impact 
on  bus inesses  and 
developing countries 
who have to deal with 
them, she stressed.

T h e  D i r e c t o r -
General continued: 
“We are advocating 
under the WTO for 
a  g l o b a l  p r i c i n g 
f ramework ,  which 
w i l l  t a k e  i n t o 
account the target we 
want of limiting the 
global temperature 
rise to 1.5 degrees, 
as agreed under the 
Paris Agreement.”

Nicola  Sturgeon, 
F i r s t  M i n i s t e r  o f 
Scotland, said: “We 

need to think about 
and reform the role of 
multilateral financial 
institutions. And just 
as we need to consider 
t h e  o b l i g a t i o n  o f 
t h e  d e v e l o p e d 
w o r l d  t o w a r d  t h e 
developing  wor ld , 
we need to consider 
how companies that 
h a v e  c o n t r i b u t e d 
to  c l imate  change 
should contribute to 
helping us address 
this issue.”

Ms Hala El Said, 
Minister of Planning 
a n d  E c o n o m i c 
D e v e l o p m e n t , 
o f  E g y p t  a l s o 
part icipated in the 
s e s s i o n ,  w h i c h 
was  modera ted  by 
Mariana Mazzucato, 
P r o f e s s o r  a t  t h e 
UCL Ins t i t u t e  fo r 
I n n o v a t i o n  a n d 
Public Purpose.
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Hurricane Lisa did not severely hurt poultry sector, 
no price increase expected

By Michelle Sutherland

The Belize Poultry 
industry has not 

suffered any major 
damage from Hurricane 
L i s a ;  t h e r e f o r e , 
consumers should not 
expect any post-hurricane 
price hikes, the Belize 
Poultry Association 
assured this week.

“There will be no 
additional price increase,” 
Armando Cowo, the 
manager of the Belize 
Poultry Association, 

explained. “While we 
suffered some structural 
damages, it was not 
anything major that could 
impact the production 
figures or would impact 
the economic figures. 

So, I don’t foresee any 
price increase until the 
next grain crop, which is 
when we will see how the 
fertilizer prices play out. 
... It’s basically the inputs 
that go into the grains 
which make the feed that 
affect us.”

Cowo classified the 
damages caused by 
Hurricane Lisa as minimal 
and that majority of the 
damages were structural, 
with several roofs being 
blown off. Fortunately, 

according to Cowo, none 
of the chickens were 
injured and in some cases 
some of the barns were 
empty. 

Additionally, most of 
the damages occurred 
in the Spanish Lookout 
Community, which 
seemed to have been in 
the path of the hurricane. 
Other barns in other parts 
of the country did not 
sustain any damage. 
While Cowo said that he 
is hoping that the farmers 

will be able to access some 
form of assistance for their 
losses, he says that he also 
knows that the Spanish 
Lookout Community 
would usually work as a 
community to assist each 
other, especially out of a 
disaster.

Cowo also explained 
the factors that contributed 
to the 6.5% price increase 
in poultry just last week. 
He explained that the 
increase was triggered by 
the imported inputs that 

go into the production of 
chicken feed. According 
to him, in April of this 
year, the price of corn was 
hovering a little above 
30 cents, compared to 
38 cents, currently. That 
represents an increase of 
eight cents for a pound of 
corn. In April, the price 
of soybean was 48 cents 
compared to its current 
price of 60 cents. In some 
instances, the price has 
climbed to 65 cents per 
pound.

Armando Cowo
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Belizeans have 
the capacity to 

succeed  and  wan t 
to  succeed .  Given 
the  oppor tuni ty,  a 
level playing field 
and the resources , 
as a people we have 
the capaci ty to  do 
a n y t h i n g .  Wi l l  i s 
not the problem, the 
problem is that other 
factors  dampen that 
will. 

I f  there was one 
thing that the suc-
cess of Belize High 
School in the robot-
ics contest in Gene-
va, Switzerland has 
showed the World, it 
is that Belizean can 
compete at the high-
est levels with less 
of  everything that 
first world countries 
have to offer. 

Compared to the 
f inanc ia l  r e sourc -
es that  f i rs t  world 
countires have, Be-
lize’s is like a drop 
in the ocean, but we 
have proven to the 
wor ld  tha t  we  a re 
as  determined and 
driven as any other 
nation. As Belizeans 
we should be proud 
o f  a n y t h i n g  p o s i -
t ive  tha t  our  peo-
ple achieve because 
our nation has been 
plagued by negativ-
i ty  for  qui te  some 
time now. 

Just watch the lo-
ca l  news  and  you 
will get an idea of 
what  I  am ta lk ing 
about. Unfortunate-
ly, what we see is the 
brutal reality of what 
our  na t ion  and  by 
extension our peo-
ple face every day. 
Worse of all is the 
violence that  most 
people have gotten 
sensitized to. 

The  wor se  pa r t , 
is the violence hap-
pening against hon-
e s t ,  ha rd -work ing 
people who are just 
trying to make a liv-
ing. However, there 
is violence against 
women, against chil-
d r e n ,  a g a i n s t  l a w 
enforcement offic-
ers, against the com-
munities we live in 
and in some cases 
against our own fam-
ilies taking place. 

There  must  be  a 
breaking point and 
I believe that one of 
the only ways we can 
break this cycle is by 
showing to ourselves 
and the world what 
we  can  ach ieve .  I 
am of the firm opin-
i o n  t h a t  w i t h  t h e 
r ight environment, 
mindset,  drive and 
positive conditions, 
every person has the 
potential to do great 
things. While there 
are no guarantees, 
since a lot depends 
o n  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l 
t h e m s e l v e s .  T h e y 
must want and have 
the  des i re  to  suc-
ceed and do better 
despite all the nega-
tive influences that 
surround them. 

This is tough even 
fo r  the  adu l t s  bu t 
especially more so 

you  d i s l ike  in jus -
tice, do something. 
Tired of corruption, 
do something. What-
ever  the  s i tua t ion 
or  the problem is , 
do something. Stop 
offering lip service 
and coming up with 
a myriad of way to 
solve problems and 
then take no action. 
Get up and just do it. 

Belize needs to put 
political, economic, 
cultural, racial and 
class issues aside and 
galvanize its popula-
tion to address those 
key issues that affect 
the  ent i re  popula-
t ion .  I f  you a l low 
this deterioration of 
our  nat ion,  a  year 
f rom now we wi l l 
look and see a Belize 
that’s a far cry from 
the potential it could 
have been. 

Ta k e  a  l o o k  a t 
neighbouring Haiti 
or far-flung Somalia, 
Yemen and Syria and 
you will see where 
the seeds that we are 
planting today leads. 
I f  we  con t inue  to 
display this outright 
national propensity 
of selfishness, par-
t i s an  po l i t i ca l  a l -
legiance, all  about 
self attitude and this 
dying desire at  all 
cost to family, com-
munity, society and 
the  na t ion  to  gar-
ner money, the cata-
strophic results are 
not far away. 

For those of us liv-
ing in the diaspora 
and who will one day 
return, the urgency 
is even more press-
ing since we are not 
there physically and 
have that direct in-
fluence as opposed 

to those who live in 
Belize. However, we 
in the diaspora also 
have a role to play 
despite the fact that 
we have been denied 
our legitimate birth-
right to be able to 
cast a vote. A vote 
for the future of our 
nation that  we too 
are helping to build, 
develop and invest 
in. 

Our beloved nation 
has reached the age 
of 40 and only the 
good Lords knows 
w h a t  i t  w i l l  l o o k 
l ike at  80.  What  I 
can guarantee is that 
every  aspec t  o f  i t 
will look completely 
different from what 
it looks like today, 
whether good, bad or 
otherwise. That end 
result rests totally in 
our hands. 

N o  o n e  g o v e r n -
ment, industry, busi-
nessman, NGO, edu-
cational institution 
or least of all politi-
cal party, will change 
Belize. The power to 
do that rests solely 
in the hand of the in-
dividual citizens and 
I pray that we exer-
cise that potential.        

It’s all about the 
people!

D is c la imer :  th e 
opinions expressed 
by our columnists 
are theirs alone, and 
are not necessarily 
re f l e c t i v e  o f  t h e 
n e w s p a p e r ’ s 
stance on the issues 
touched. We believe 
i t  i s  cr i t ica l  that 
our columnists be 
allowed freedom to 
generate discussion 
t h r o u g h  t h e i r 
expressions on any 
number of topics.

Build our Human Capacity           
All about The People

for the young person 
who knows nothing 
different. This week, 
Belize High School 
b e c a m e  a  s h i n i n g 
example to the world 
and this should be 
something that  we 
should be proud of. 

The achievement 
o f  B e l i z e  H i g h 
School can be rep-

licated at all levels 
of our society, and 
it has nothing nec-
essarily to do with 
resources.  Back in 
the 1960’s and 70’s 
w h e n  t h e  i d e a  o f 
private school was 
n o n e x i s t e n t ,  o u r 
public schools pro-
duced some of the 
bes t  pup i l s ,  some 
who are  in  Bel ize 
and others who have 
since moved and are 
working in the di-
aspora  in  Govern-
m e n t ,  m e d i c i n e , 
t e c h n o l o g y,  e n g i -
neering, agriculture, 
construction, educa-
t ion ,  env i ronment 
and even the aero-
space industry. Some 
of these people were 
the product of family 
poverty and primary 
and secondary edu-
cational institutions 
with l imited to no 
r e sou rces  and  ye t 
t hey  were  ab le  to 
produce exceptional 
students. 

What has changed? 
We  h a v e  b e c o m e 
c o n v i n c e d  o f  t h e 

idea and   notion that 
the solution to every 
problem is to throw 
money at it. But that 
is not necessarily the 
answer. 

The  b igges t  ex -
ample of this is the 
size of our govern-
ment service. While 
it continues to grow 
a n d  g e t  m o r e  r e -

sources, the quality 
of  service  offered 
is worse or has re-
mained stagnant in 
recent years. While 
resources are a nat-
u r a l  p a r t  o f  m o s t 
problems, it is not a 
catch all answer. If 
we truly care about 
this nation and the 
generations of our 
c h i l d r e n  a n d  o u r 
grandchildren that 
will come after us, 
we must  do some-
thing to reverse the 
status quo. Waiting 
for  government  to 
change the t ra jec-
tory of this nation 
is but a pipe dream. 
I t  s imply  wi l l  not 
happen,  not  in my 
lifetime, in our chil-
dren’s lifetime or in 
the next immediate 
to long term genera-
tions. 

If you want crime 
to  s top ,  do  some-
thing. If you to stop 
pover ty,  do some-
thing.  If  you want 
your child to get a 
qual i ty  educat ion, 
d o  s o m e t h i n g .  I f 

Neri Briceno

If you dislike injustice, do something. Tired 
of corruption, do something. Whatever the 
situation or the problem is, do something. 
Stop offering lip service and coming up with 
a myriad of way to solve problems and then 
take no action. Get up and just do it. 
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Is sleeping too much bad for you?
Good quality sleep is linked to overall physical 

and mental health, but is sleeping too much 
bad for you? Put simply, it can be. Oversleeping, 
as well as a lack of it, has been linked to a higher 
risk of chronic illnesses including coronary heart 
disease, type 2 diabetes, anxiety and obesity in 
adults aged 45-plus, according to a study published 
in PLoS one.

But why is  sleep important? Theresa 
Schnorbach, a psychologist and sleep scientist 
specializing in Clinical Psychology and Cognitive 
Neuropsychology, tells Live Science that it’s critical 
to maintaining our physical and 
mental wellbeing. 

“It is essential for regulating the 
body’s metabolic and hormonal 
processes,” she says. “It also serves 
a restorative purpose by flushing 
out the toxins accumulated in 
the brain. Sleep also strengthens 
our immune system by enabling 
specialized immune cells to work 
more efficiently at fighting off 
infections. 

Not to mention, it can also help 
us to heal emotional wounds. 
“During the rapid eye movement 
(REM) sleep state, which usually 
occurs around 90 minutes into 
the sleep cycle, concentrations of the stress-
related, anxiety-triggering chemical noradrenaline 
are shut off within the brain,” Schnorbach says. 
“Simultaneously, the brain’s emotion and memory-
related structures are reactivated, helping us to 
process upsetting memories or experiences.”

You can monitor your sleep using one of the best 
fitness trackers or sleep apps, but ironically, if you 
spend too much time asleep you will probably still 
wake up feeling tired and lethargic. This is because 
any significant deviation from regular sleep patterns 
can upset the body’s internal rhythm and increase 
daytime fatigue. Here, we’ll find out more about 
what happens when you oversleep, and just how 
much sleep you should be getting.

HOW MUCH SLEEP SHOULD YOU GET A 
NIGHT?

Dr. Guy Meadows, clinical lead and co-founder 
at Sleep School, says that sleep is our natural way 
to recharge, repair and even detoxify our body and 
mind from the previous day’s efforts and stresses, 
preparing us to perform at our best again and again.

But how much sleep you need depends on your 
age, activity level, general health and lifestyle, and 
this figure will change over the course of your life.

Generally, the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC) recommends seven to nine hours 
for adults, eifght to ten hours for teenagers and 14-
17 hours for new-borns. During times of stress or 
illness you may feel you need more sleep than usual.

Dr. Guy Meadows, PhD, is a U.K. sleep expert 
and co-founder of Sleep School. Meadows has 
been studying human physiology for 25 years, 20 
of which have been devoted to sleep research and 
the prevention of sleeping disorders. He has worked 
with thousands of insomnia sufferers over the last 
10 years and set up Sleep School to help insomniacs 
with an evidence-based solution.

Meadows says: “People often think that we can 
train ourselves to need less sleep, but as convenient 
as this would be, it’s sadly not true. Science tells 
us that we just can’t change the amount of sleep 
we need. 

“Contrary to popular belief, elderly people don’t 
in fact need less sleep; their sleeping patterns may 
change, and so may the structure of their sleep, but 
their need for sleep remains the same.” 

Unfortunately, however, a rise in sleep-disturbing 
medical conditions such as night-time pain or 
increasingly frequent toilet trips makes it harder to 
achieve unbroken sleep. According to Meadows, if 
you want good mental health, make sleep a priority 
and aim to get the right amount for you.

Diabetics often experience fatigue because of high 
or low blood sugar levels, so to stabilize them they 
should aim for at least seven hours sleep a night.

The CDC says signs of poor quality sleep include 
not feeling rested even after a lot of sleep, waking up 
repeatedly in the night and experiencing symptoms 

of sleep disorders (such as snoring or gasping for 
air).

 CAN YOU GET TOO MUCH SLEEP?
Sleep is a time when the body repairs and 

restores itself, and similarly to not sleeping enough, 
oversleeping can lead to a host of health issues. 
Meadows says: “Sleep regulates our appetite 
hormones, helping us to manage a healthy weight. 
Research also suggests that while we sleep, our 
brain flushes out all the toxins that have built up 
during the day, reducing our risk of Alzheimer’s 
disease. 

Sleep also plays an important role in maintaining 
our blood glucose levels and therefore our diabetes 
risk. “A good night’s sleep is also known to have a 
therapeutic effect defusing stress from the day and 
helping us to wake up happier,” adds Meadows. 
“It also preserves our prefrontal cortex, the area of 
the brain responsible for many of our higher order 
executive functions such as focus, problem solving 
and decision making.”

But can you get too much sleep? Yes, says 
Schnorbach. “There will be times when you may 
need to sleep more than others, such as when your 
body is battling illness but, by and large, you can 
think of the relationship between sleep and health 
or performance on a graph as an inverted U shape; 
there is a sort of “golden ratio” and neither too little 
nor too much is advisable.”

Theresa Schnorbach
Theresa Schnorbach is a psychologist and sleep 

scientist, specializing in clinical psychology and 
cognitive neuropsychology. She has completed 
a post-graduate training in cognitive behavioural 
therapy for insomnia (CBT-I) with the German 
Sleep Society, endorsed by the European Research 
Society.

WHEN IS OVERSLEEPING A PROBLEM?
The ‘right’ amount of sleep can be a little 

subjective – with some people feeling fantastic 
after having seven hours, while others might need 
a bit more.

According to the Sleep Foundation, oversleeping 
(also known as long sleeping) is defined as sleeping 
more than nine hours — a length of time that most 
experts agree is excessive for adults.

Sleep disorders
“Oversleeping is often associated with physical or 

mental disorders, such as sleep apnea, depression, 
or side effects of medications, and effects that may 
be linked to over-sleeping including diabetes, heart 
disease, obesity, and mental illness,” Schnorbach 
tells Live Science.

Hypersomnia – the opposite of insomnia – is 
a condition where you both oversleep and feel 
excessively sleepy during the day. Narcolepsy and 
other sleep disorders commonly cause hypersomnia.

Meadows says: “Hypersomnia is 
characterized by excessive daytime 
sleepiness whereby you might feel 
the urge to sleep for longer than 
you need and yet still wake tired. 
Hypersomnia can be both primary 
and secondary. Primary means 
that there is usually no identifiable 
cause; secondary suggests that other 
medical conditions, mental health 
issues, drugs, sleep disorders or a 
lack of sleep due to shift work could 
be the cause.”

Impaired brain function 
Sleeping too much – more 

than eight hours – could have a 
detrimental effect on the brain, 
according to the world’s biggest 

sleep study published in the journal Sleep. 
Neuroscientists at Western University’s Brain and 
Mind Institute found that too much shut-eye could 
reduce cognitive ability and reasoning skills.

Weight gain
Research published in Sleep found that people 

who slept for nine to 10 hours a night were 21% 
more likely to become obese over a six-year period 
compared with those who slept for seven to eight 
hours. The link between sleep time and obesity 
was the same even when food intake and exercise 
were factored.

Depression and mental health
Oversleeping is a possible symptom of depression 

and anxiety and can make things worse. A study 
published in Sleep Medicine Reviews found that 
long sleepers had a higher rate of depression.

Lifestyle factors
If you don’t get enough sleep because of lifestyle 

factors, such as drinking too much alcohol or 
taking certain prescription medicines, your body 
tries to make up for it by oversleeping. Studies 
have found that having too much sleep can play a 
role in increased inflammation in the body, which 
is connected to an increased risk of a ton of health 
conditions from diabetes to Alzheimer’s. 

“Poor lifestyle habits that negatively affect sleep 
quality and duration include excessive consumption 
of caffeine, alcohol, sugar and nicotine, as well as 
lack of exercise,” says Meadows. “Live a healthy 
lifestyle that promotes sleep. Aim to drink no more 
than two to three caffeinated beverages per day and 
switch to herbal or decaf alternatives at midday. Be 
active everyday, opting for aerobic type exercise 
such as walking, dancing or jogging versus weight 
training or sprinting. Aim to leave at least two hours 
between your workout and bedtime to allow your 
core body temperature to cool. 

If you are sleeping too much, Schnorbach suggests 
looking at your lifestyle to see if there are any habits 
that could be impacting the quality of your sleep, 
and leading you to oversleep. 

 “I would also recommend speaking to a doctor 
or healthcare professional as oversleeping could be 
a symptom of a physical or mental health issue,” 
she says.
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Smart AIs!There’s no getting 
away from the truth that 
cats are mystical and 
fascinating animals. 
‘Hoomans’ have been 
obsessing over them for 
more than 6,500 years 
and guess what, we still 
are! Maybe that’s why 
we’re always looking for 
more facts about cats - 
fun cat facts, random cat 
facts, amazing cat facts, 
mind blowing cat facts!

A lot of that is because 
there are amazing stories 
about the things cats 
can do, the abilities they 
have or the amazing 
escapes they have man-
aged to pull off.

When you start to dig 
deeper you can find in-
credible and fun facts 
about cats. As you reser-
ach you find interesting 
facts or just weird facts 
about cats are all over 
the internet.

We took a look at a 
bunch of these fun facts 
about cats and have 
tirelessly compiled this 
list of seemingly cat 
facts that will blow your 
mind.  As you already 
know, cats really are 
remarkable creatures! 

Once you’ve read 
through the list you’ll 
find that I’ve added a 
little section at the bot-
tom where I’ve put a few 
interesting facts about 
cats of my own that I 

have come to know and 
learn about our feline 
friends. Not necessarily 
the most scientific cat 
facts but those we all 
know to be true!

Let’s dig into these 
mind blowing facst 
about cats:

Cats are the most 
popular pet in the USA. 
There are 88 million cats 
kept as pets! 

They have over 30 
muscles that control 
their ears.

Cats sleep 70% of 
their lives, and in some 
pretty crazy positions.

A cat fact you’ve 
probably noticed in your 
feline, your kitty has the 
ability to rotate their ears 

How well do you know your Kitty?

180 degrees.
A cat’s nose is as 

unique as a human fin-
gerprint. 

Cats have 3 eyelids.
Unlike humans, cats 

cannot detect sweetness 
– which explains why 
they are not drawn to it.

A cat has the power 
to heal themselves by 
purring. A domestic cat’s 
purr has a frequency 
of between 25 and 150 
Hertz. This happens 
to be the frequency 
at which muscles and 
bones best grow and 
repair themselves. 

Cats only use their 
meows to talk to hu-
mans, not each other. 

There are cats who 

have survived falls from 
over 32 stories (320 me-
ters) onto concrete.

The only time cats 
meow to communicate 
with other felines is 
when they are kittens 
signalling their mother.

Amazingly, studies 
indicate that cats are ac-
tually lactose intolerant 
and should avoid milk 
entirely.

The longest living cat 
on record according to 
the Guinness Book be-
longs to the late Creme 
Puff of Austin, Texas 
who lived to the ripe 
old age of 38 years and 
3 days!

There are 44 recog-
nized breeds of cats.
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Climate change kills more than just the ecosystem
By Britney Gordon

The World Health 
O r g a n i z a t i o n 

( W H O )  e s t i m a t e s 
that  between 2030 
and  2050,  c l imate 
change is expected to 
cause approximately 
250,000 additional 
d e a t h s  p e r  y e a r 
from malnutr i t ion, 
ma la r i a ,  d ia r rhea , 
and heat stress.

W i t h  t h e  2 7 t h 
U n i t e d  N a t i o n s 
C l i m a t e  C h a n g e 
Conference currently 
underway, the WHO 
urges world leaders 
t o  k e e p  h e a l t h  a t 
t h e  c o r e  o f  t h e s e 
critical negotiations, 
bearing in mind the 
g r i m  r e a l i t y  t h a t 
t he  c l ima te  c r i s i s 
cont inues  to  make 
p e o p l e  s i c k  a n d 

jeopardize the lives 
of people all over the 
globe. 

According to the 
2021 World Malaria 
R e p o r t ,  n e a r l y 
h a l f  t h e  w o r l d ' s 
p o p u l a t i o n  l i v e s 
in areas at  r isk of 
malaria transmission 
in 87 countries and 
territories. In 2020, 
m a l a r i a  c a u s e d 
a n  e s t i m a t e d  2 4 1 
m i l l i o n  c l i n i c a l 
episodes and 627,000 
d e a t h s .  C l i m a t e 
change affects  the 
spread of the disease 
in  mu l t ip l e  ways . 
I n  d r y  c l i m a t e s , 
h e a v y  r a i n f a l l 
c a n  p r o v i d e  g o o d 
breeding conditions 
f o r  m o s q u i t o e s ; 
increased humidity 
and  droughts  may 
t u r n  r i v e r s  i n t o WHO estimates that about 250,000 more persons will die from preventable causes due to climate change

strings of pools, the 
preferred breeding 
sites of mosquitoes. 
While in some areas, 
heavy ra infal l  can 
wash out the breeding 
sites and reduce the 
incidence of malaria. 

H u m a n i t a r i a n 
o r g a n i z a t i o n s 
estimate one person 
d y i n g  o f  h u n g e r 
every four seconds. 
Between 7,745.7 and 
19,701.7 people die 
daily as a result of 
a c u t e  h u n g e r  a n d 
be tween  5 .39  and 
1 3 . 6 9  p e o p l e  d i e 
p e r  m i n u t e .  T h a t 
t r a n s l a t e s  t o  o n e 
person dying every 
4.25 to 12 seconds. 
The global  hunger 
c r i s i s  h a s  b e e n 
fuelled by a deadly 
mix of poverty, social 
i n j u s t i c e ,  g e n d e r 
inequality, conflict, 
c l i m a t e  c h a n g e , 
a n d  e c o n o m i c 
s h o c k s ,  w i t h  t h e 
l i n g e r i n g  i m p a c t s 
o f  t h e  C O V I D - 1 9 
pandemic  and  the 
c r i s i s  i n  U k r a i n e 
fur ther  dr iv ing up 
f o o d  p r i c e s  a n d 
the cost  of  l iving. 
H o w e v e r ,  m u c h 
c a n  b e  a t t r i b u t e d 
s p e c i f i c a l l y  t o 
climate change due 

to droughts leading 
to a decrease in food 
p r o d u c t i o n  w h i l e 
f loods are causing 
outbreaks of diseases 
like cholera. Action 
Against  Hunger,  a 
global humanitarian 
o r g a n i z a t i o n 
c o m m i t t e d  t o 
e n d i n g  w o r l d 
h u n g e r,  e s t i m a t e s 
t ha t  by  2050 ,  t he 
risk of hunger and 
malnutri t ion could 
rise by 20 percent if 
we fail to reduce and 
prevent the adverse 
e ffec t s  o f  c l imate 
change. 

Dr. Tedros Adhanom 
G h e b r e y e s u s , 
W H O  D i r e c t o r -
Gene ra l  dec l a r ed , 
“Climate change is 
making millions of 
people sick or more 
vulnerable to disease 
al l  over  the world 
and the increasing 
d e s t r u c t i v e n e s s 
o f  e x t r e m e 
w e a t h e r  e v e n t s 
d ispropor t ionate ly 
a f f e c t s  p o o r  a n d 
m a r g i n a l i z e d 
communit ies .  I t  is 
crucial that leaders 
and decision-makers 
c o m e  t o g e t h e r  a t 
COP27 to put health 
at  the heart  of the 
negotiations.”
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By Michelle Sutherland

One week ago, 
H u r r i c a n e 

Lisa made landfall in 
Belize as a category 
o n e  h u r r i c a n e , 
p a c k i n g  w i n d s  o f 
85 miles, destroying 
homes ,  d i s rupt ing 
t h e  l i v e l i h o o d  o f 
B e l i z e a n s ,  a n d 
resulting in millions 
o f  d a m a g e s  t o 
farmers  who were 
in its path.

$13 mil l ion at  the 
m o m e n t , ”  C a n t o 
e x p l a i n e d .  “ T h a t 
i s  e x p e c t e d  t o 
change because the 
assessment  is  s t i l l 
ongoing and up to 
t h i s  m o r n i n g ,  w e 
were getting reports 
that the Mennonite 
a l so  l o s t  e igh t  o f 
the i r  barns .  When 
we  d id  the  in i t i a l 
assessment, we only 
v a l u e d  t h e  b a r n s , 
but  we also found 

o u t  i n  t h e  f i e l d s 
t o  h a r v e s t  t h e i r 
g r a i n s .  I f  t h a t 
wasn't done, Canto 
s a i d ,  t h e  d a m a g e 
t o  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r 
sector  would have 
b e e n  e x c e s s i v e . 
I n  t h e  v e g e t a b l e 
s e c t o r  t h e r e  w e r e 
s e v e r e  l o s s e s 
w h e r e  v e g e t a b l e s 
such  as  cabbages , 
sweet peppers, and 
tomatoes were blown 
away.

“The losses have 
been mostly related 
t o  w i n d  d a m a g e , 
w h e n  w e  l o o k  a t 
the entire industry 
the biggest industry 
t h a t  g o t  a f f e c t e d 
was the sugar cane 
s e c t o r.  S a n t a n d e r 

f o r  e x a m p l e ,  l o s t 
somewhere  i n  t he 
v i c i n i t y  o f  $ 6  t o 
$ 7  m i l l i o n  w o r t h 
of damages in that 
sector alone and when 
we compare it with 
the one in the north 
that  assessment  i s 
indicating that they 
have  a  l i t t l e  ove r 
two million dollars 
worth of damage to 
the Northern sugar 
be l t .  So  when  we 
collate both data it is 
around the vicinity 
of 9 million dollars 
in damages in just 
that industry itself,” 
stated Canto.

W h i l e  t h a t 
assessment  is  s t i l l 
o n g o i n g  a n d  i s 
estimated to be about 

8 0 %  c o m p l e t e d , 
C a n t o  r e v e a l e d 
t h a t  t h e  m a j o r i t y 
of those complaints 
and damages were 
r e c o r d e d  i n  r u r a l 
communities in the 
Cayo District, Gales 
P o i n t  M a n a t e e , 
G r a c i e  R o c k ,  t h e 
Belize River Valley 
area and portions of 
the Corozal District 
where  he  repor ted 
t h a t  a  t o r n a d o 
h a d  c o m p l e t e l y 
dismantled a green 
s t o r a g e  f a c i l i t y . 
T h e r e  w e r e  a l s o 
i s o l a t e d  a r e a s  i n 
the Corozal District 
w h e r e  d a m a g e s 
were also reported. 
Extension off icers 
are still  waiting to 

get into areas such as 
Maypen, Blackwater 
and Crooked Tree, 
w h i c h  i s  s t i l l 
inaccessible due to 
flooding.

O n c e  t h e 
a s s e s s m e n t  i s 
f u l l y  c o m p l e t e d , 
t h e  M i n i s t r y  w i l l 
commence the rolling 
o u t  o f  a s s i s t a n c e 
to farmers who are 
registered under the 
Bel ize Agricul ture 
Management System. 
This  wi l l  be  done 
in conjunction with 
World Bank, which is 
currently activating 
emergency response 
a s s i s t a n c e  f o r 
fa rmers  who  were 
affected.

Gregorio Canto, a 
stat ist ical  analysis 
in  the  Minis t ry  of 
A g r i c u l t u r e ,  t o l d 
T h e  R e p o r t e r  o n 
We d n e s d a y  t h a t 
s i nce  t he  pa s sage 
o f  t h e  h u r r i c a n e , 
ex tens ion  off icers 
h a v e  b e e n  o u t  i n 
t he  f i e l d  work ing 
a l o n g s i d e  t h e 
National Emergency 
M a n a g e m e n t 
O r g a n i z a t i o n  t o 
conduct  a  damage 
assessment .  Canto 
i n d i c a t e d  t h a t 
th is  is  being done 
i n  c o m m u n i t i e s 
t h a t  w e r e  i n  t h e 
h u r r i c a n e ' s  p a t h s 
in an effort  to get 
a  do l l a r  f igu re  a s 
i t  p e r t a i n s  t o  t h e 
damages and losses 
that the agriculture 
s e c t o r  a n d  b y 
ex tens ion  fa rmers 
have endured.

“ S o  f a r  w i t h  a l l 
t h e  d a t a  t h a t  w e 
have compiled for 
t he  l i ve s tock ,  t he 
vegetables, and the 
grain sector, we are 
see ing  somewhere 
i n  t he  v i c in i t y  o f 

ou t  t ha t  t hey  lo s t 
poultry, so with this 
now we  mus t  add 
additional value to 
that particular loss. 
There fore ,  we  a re 
foresee ing  fur ther 
increase as the day 
progresses.”

He explained that, 
so far, the assessment 
h a s  r e v e a l e d  t h a t 
there  were  most ly 
w i n d  d a m a g e s , 
where some farmers 
reported losing roofs, 
fences, and damages 
to their pastures but 
o v e r a l l  t h e  c a t t l e 
indus t ry  seems  to 
have  been  spared . 
In the fruit industry, 
p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h e 
banana and papaya 
sector,  majority of 
t h o s e  p l a n t s  t h a t 
are by nature brittle 
w e r e  c o m p l e t e l y 
f l a t t e n e d  b y  t h e 
e x c e s s i v e  w i n d s . 
Then  in  the  g ra in 
sector, there wasn't 
much damages since 
a f t e r  t h e  p a s s a g e 
of  Hurricane Jul ia 
i n  e a r l y  O c t o b e r, 
f a r m e r s  h a d 
immed ia t e ly  wen t 

Lisa leaves behind $13 million 
damage in the agriculture sector
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Article 22: Right to Social Security
Contributed By  The Human Rights Commission

Universal Declaration of Human Rights 
at 70: 30 Articles on 30 Articles, 2018

After spelling out a long list of civil 
and political rights, the Universal 

Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR) 
now turns to economic, social and cultural 
rights with Article 22 and the six following 
Articles. These rights, mostly developed in 
the 20th century, include the right to work, 
an adequate standard of living, education, 
maternity and childhood, social security, 
and the right to take part in cultural life.

Inclusion of these economic and social 
rights give effect to one of U.S. President 
Franklin Roosevelt’s “Four freedoms” – 
freedom from want, which is mentioned 
explicitly in the preamble of the Declaration.

“For the UN, health care,  education, 
housing, and the fair administration of 
justice are not commodities for sale to 
the few, but rather rights to which all are 
entitled without discrimination.” – Former 
UN Human Rights Chief, Navi Pillay, in The 
Tunis Imperative

Article 22 spells out the qualit ies of 
the modern welfare state that are almost 
universally accepted today. According to the 
International Labour Organization (ILO), in 
1900, only 17 countries had social protection 
systems to support individuals and families 
through pensions for the elderly, disability 
payments for injured workers, benefits for 
mothers, health insurance and many other 
programs. Social assistance can include 
cash transfers, and is often referred to as 
a “social safety net” that helps people, 
especially the poor and vulnerable, cope 
with life’s shocks, find jobs and educate 
their children.

According to ILO, the number of countries 
with social protection systems had increased 
to 104 by 1946 and 187 by 2015. Around the 
world, about 45% of people had access to at 
least one social protection benefit in 2017, 

while 29% had access to comprehensive 
social security systems.

The division between economic, social and 
cultural rights on the one hand, and the civil 
and political rights on the other, has always 
been artificial. Without a basic education, 
can you effectively make use of the right to 
free speech? The right to work may well be 
undermined if you are not able to assemble 
in groups and have the space to voice your 
opinion about working conditions. And any 
form of discrimination can have a highly 
corrosive impact on a whole range of social, 
economic and cultural rights of the group 
of people discriminated against.

Interest ingly,  the head of the UDHR 
drafting committee, Eleanor Roosevelt, 
a long-time rights activist, did not want 
to  impose  obl iga t ions  on  S ta tes .  The 
Declaration, she said, “should enunciate 
the rights of man and not the obligations 
of States.”

This view was opposed by the Soviet bloc, 
and Canadian delegate Ralph Maybank said 
that if the rights in the Declaration were 
achieved, “the social and international order 
would be good, whether it came within 
the framework of capitalism, communism, 
feudalism, or any other system.”

The  i s sue  o f  s t a t e s ’ ob l i ga t i ons  t o 
uphold the rights set out in the Universal 
Declaration was in effect gradually sorted 
out later via the elaboration of the nine 
core international human rights treaties, 
which created binding law: in particular, 
the two overarching Covenants covering 
all rights -- the International Covenant on 
Economic, Social and Cultural Rights and 
the International Covenant on Civil and 
Political Rights – adopted 18 years after the 
UDHR in December 1966.

Article 22 asserts that economic, social 
and cultural rights are indispensable for 
human dignity and development of the 
human personality. This phrase appears 
again in Article 29, underlining that the 

UDHR drafters wanted not just to guarantee 
a basic minimum, but to help us all become 
better people.

That promise has not been fully realized. 
UN Human Rights Chief Michelle Bachelet 
has pointed out   that “71 percent of the 
world’s population lacks access to full social 
protection. In other words, in two-thirds 
of the globe, societies have not been able 
to guarantee their people the basic means 
to live without fear and without feeling 
discriminated against or ostracized.” She 
added that almost two-thirds of the world’s 
children, 1.3 billion children, are without 
coverage. 

In 2009, the United Nations agreed to 
a  “Socia l  Protec t ion  Floor  In i t ia t ive” 
t h a t  e n c o u r a g e d  c o u n t r i e s  t o  b u i l d 
comprehensive social security systems. 
Since then improvements have been seen not 
only in developing countries, but also many 
middle- and low-income countries.

Mongolia has introduced a family benefits 
scheme. Argentina is expanding a successful 
program to support pregnant women and new 
mothers who do not have health insurance. 
Thailand, Colombia, Rwanda and China 
have all made progress in ensuring universal 
access to health care.

A large number of other countries are 
making headway on programs to guarantee 
an income to senior citizens: Azerbaijan, 
Bolivia, Botswana, Brazil, Cape Verde, 
C h i n a ,  C a m b o d i a ,  K o s o v o ,  L e s o t h o , 
Mongolia, Georgia, Namibia, South Africa, 
Thailand, Nepal, Trinidad and Tobago, and 
Ukraine.

Social protection floors, laid on a firm 
foundation of human right standards and 
principles, can help create a better world for 
all of us, says Bachelet. “We all want to see a 
world where all children and all adults have 
their basic needs met; where unemployment, 
injury, ill-health, old age or disability do not 
signal misery and hardship; where people 
are not left unprotected in times of crisis 
and disaster,” she says.

Disclaimer: the opinions expressed by our 
columnists are theirs alone, and are not 
necessarily reflective of the newspaper’s 
stance on the issues touched. We believe it 
is critical that our columnists be allowed 
freedom to generate discussion through 
their expressions on any number of topics.
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By Leon C. Guild

Belizean karatekas represented in Honduras
The benefits of 

training martial 
a re  many ranging 
from an activity for 
f i t ne s s  t o  a l l  t he 
way to therapeutic. 
Yes, if you have a 
kid with inertia in 
the body (lazy) then 
martial arts training 
i s  a n  e x c e l l e n t 
therapy to bring back 
activity in the body 
without traumatizing 
that individual and 
making them never 
want to return. 

On October 27th, 
2022 a delegation left 
Belize to San Pedro 
Sula, participate in 
the II  Open OIKJ. 
Now i f  you know 
a n y t h i n g  a b o u t 
Honduras you would 
that just about ten 
years ago in 2011 it 
had the title of murder 
capital of the world, 
with at homicide rate 
of 93.2 per 100,000 
inhabitants. And if 
you think the distrust 
of Belizeans to the 
Police force is bad, 
theirs was at 78.5%. 

In the years 2011 
to 2015,  however, 
t h e  g o v e r n m e n t 
i m p l e m e n t e d 
measures to  halve 
that homicide rate 
and from there it kept 
trickling to present 
Honduras as a safe 
p lace  fo r  tour i sm 
and sport tourism, 
specifically. There 
i s  a b s o l u t e l y  n o 
organization in any 
country on the planet 
that would want to 
have an international 
incident on their soil.

The  group  of  7 , 
headed by long time 
Karate Coach Leon 
Guild, was comprised 
of  Jayden  Ti l l e t t , 
Malachi Garcia and 
Anthony Lino who 
currently St. John’s 
Col lege ,  Shyheim 
Tab lada  who  i s  a 
former graduate of 
the same institution, 
I s h m a e l  C a s t r o 
f o r m e r  g r a d u a t e 
of  Nazarene  High 
School and Nelson 
Con t r e r a s  who  i s 
current ly  enrol led 
in Standard Six at 
Tr in i ty  Methodis t 
P r i m a r y  S c h o o l . 
Seven athletes and 

nine medals is quite 
the accomplishment 
by the high spirited 
delegation. The event 
had every category 
ranging from 4 years 
old to the Master ’s 
ca tegory  which  i s 
thirty years and older 
and participants from 
Belize, Guatemala, 
E l  S a l v a d o r  a n d 
Honduras to fill them. 

With the notoriety 
of the seas between 
the two countr ies , 
traveling to Honduras 
by boat is not a task 
for the faint of heart. 
B u t  h a v i n g  m a d e 
the trip around the 
same season back in 
2007,  Coach Leon 
preferred to try the 
luck of the team here 
for an hour and half 
ride from Placencia, 
B e l i z e ,  t o  P u e r t o 
Cortez Honduras then 
a fifty-minute ride to 
the capital as opposed 
t o  a  t w e l v e - h o u r 
tr ip by connecting 
buses going through 
Guatemala.

M a k i n g  t h e  t r i p 
p o s s i b l e  w a s  n o t 
without its challenges, 
but the Martial Arts 
Federation of Belize 
takes this opportunity 
to thank all school 
as  they faci l i ta ted 
the  a t t endance  o f 
t he  de l ega t i on .  A 
collaboration showing 
sports and education 
a s  n o t  o p p o s e d 
to  each  o the r  bu t 
complementing each 
other. Also gratitude 
goes out to the families 
and players of  the 
team who did their 
part in fund-raising, 
c o m m u n i c a t i o n , 
keeping their grades 
up at school, showing 
up to training and just 
over all being good 
students, athletes and 
citizens of Belize.

Disc la imer:  the 
opinions expressed 
by our columnists 
are theirs alone, and 
are not necessarily 
re f l e c t i v e  o f  t h e 
newspaper’s stance 
o n  t h e  i s s u e s 
touched. We believe 
i t  i s  cr i t ical  that 
our columnists be 
allowed freedom to 
generate discussion 
t h r o u g h  t h e i r 
expressions on any 
number of topics.
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ECLAC helps Belize manage climate risk
Belize City, November 10, 2022

Belize has  be-
c o m e   b e t t e r 

equipped to manage 
the risk of Climate 
Change impacts and 
n a t u r a l  d i s a s t e r s , 
with an environmen-
tal information sys-
tem  (EIS),  which  the 
United Nations Eco-
nomic Commission for 
Latin America and the 
Caribbean (ECLAC) is 
helping the  Ministry 
of Sustainable De-
velopment, Climate 
Change  and  Disaster 
Risk Management  to 
develop.

Conservat ionis ts 
joined officials from 
government agencies 
and non-governmental 
organizations  to de-
velop this database 
to generate  Climate 
Change and disaster in-
dicators  which will 
help the government 
to decide appropriate 
policy  measures, at a 
national  consultation 
hosted by the Sustain-
able  Development 
Unit  at the Radisson 
F o r t  G e o rg e  H o -
tel in  Belize  City on 
Wednesday to  Friday, 

November 9-11.
The aim was for the 

participants to develop 
this information sys-
tem from  selected  in-
dicators of change in 
the  environment  and 
our  climate,  from the 
mass of raw data col-
lected by different gov-
ernment agencies,  as 
ECLAC’s  Francisco 
Jimenez  explained. 
But while the artificial 
intelligence of a com-
puter database can gen-
erate indicators for rec-
ommended decisions, 
it is up to humans to ac-
tually decide what ac-
tions to take. Jimenez 
pointed out. Together 
they conferred to iden-
tify  gaps in the  data 
and manpower skills to 
develop the system and 
build a platform to buf-
fer the region against 
climate risks.

The consultation 
also helped partici-
pants better understand 
how giving a geograph-
ic context to indica-
tors of  environmental 
and climate change can 
h e l p  t h e  g o v e r n -
ment make more  ef-
fective decisions,  as 

ECLAC conference participants become better equipped to manage climate change risk.
Alberto  Malmierca of 
ECLAC detailed.

The  Uni ted  Na-
tions maintains a basic 
framework of environ-
mental  statistics  in an 
online database, which 
is available in all offi-
cial UN languages, in-
cluding English, Span-
ish, French, Portuguese 
and French, as  Robin 
Carrington  of the  UN 
Statistics  Division ex-
plained. These monitor 
and report on environ-
mental and economic 
indicators which may 
impact Sustainable De-
velopment Goals 2030, 
to which Belize has 
ascribed. These include 
food and freshwater 
supplies, land resourc-

es and land use, crop 
and livestock infor-
mation, soils, mineral 
and energy resources, 
air quality, greenhouse 
gas emissions  and 
wastewater manage-
ment, among others.

Deputy director Ed-
gar Ek of the Depart-
ment of the Environ-
ment led discussions 
focused on Belize’s 
total  primary energy 
production from fos-
sil fuels, urban popu-
lations as percentage 
of  the total popula-
tion, temperature re-
cords,  and  renewable 
energy production as a 
percentage of total ener-
gy production. This raw 

data needs to be pro-
cessed and weighed for 
importance and impact 
on climate scenarios, 
as  Janet Geoghagen-
Martin of ECLAC not-
ed.

The consultation 
aimed to produce at 
l eas t   f ive   ind ica -
tors with top prior-
ity to monitor  climate 
change and natural di-
sasters.  The  indica-
tors  most relevant to 
Belize were select-
ed  from  a global  set 
of  climate  change  in-
dicators.  The nation-
al focal points from 
the Statistical Insti-
tute of Belize and the 
Ministry  also agreed 

on follow up steps to 
build other indicators.

ECLAC´s Statis-
tics Division  through 
its  sub regional  of-
fice for the Caribbe-
an helped Belize to pro-
duce and use these key 
indicators for monitor-
ing  Climate  Change 
and its impacts, so that 
Belize’s Environmen-
tal Information Sys-
tem  will help to  im-
plement  policies in 
line with  the Escazú 
Agreement, the revised 
St. George’s Decla-
ration (SGD 2040), 
the SAMOA Pathway, 
the  UNFCCC  Par-
is  agreement, and the 
Sendai framework.

Florida and the Caribbean take 
another hit this hurricane season

By Britney Gordon

A m e r e  f e w 
weeks after the 

devastating hurricane 
Ian tore through the state, 
Florida gets hit with yet 
another as tropical storm 
Nicole assaults the east 
coast, resulting in much 
damage to neighboring 
countries. 

On Thursday, tropical 
storm Nicole made 
landfall on Florida's 
east coast as a category 
one hurricane before 
weakening back to a 
tropical storm. Despite 
the intensity of the 
storm waning, it has 
still wreaked havoc on 
the coast. The storm 
sustained winds of up 
50 miles per hour and 
extended up to 175 miles 
from its center.

At least four people 
were reported to have 
died as a result of the 
s torm and Almost 
330,000 persons were 
left without power. 
Multiple coastal homes 
have collapsed and 
hundreds of thousands 
of dollars worth of 
infrastructure has been 
severely damaged. 
Mike Chitwood, a local 
sheriff, stated that most 
bridges to the beachside 

properties had been 
closed to all but essential 
personnel, and a curfew 
was put into effect. To 
counteract the erosion 
occurring as a result of 
hurricane Ian, $240,000 
was spent on temporarily 
rebuilding the seawall. 
That too, has been 
destroyed. 

Before the storm made 
landfall in Florida, it 
ripped through The 
Bahamas as a category 
one  hu r r i cane  on 
Wednesday rampaging 
through the West Indies 
archipelago nation with 
howling winds and 
raging surf while moving 
closer to Florida's 
Atlantic shoreline. 

Hurricane Nicole 
sustained winds of up 
75 miles per hour as it 
made landfall on Grand 

Bahama Island. hours 
after hitting Great Abaco 
island as a tropical storm.

The storm caused 
extensive flooding across 
much of the Bahamas, 
including the islands 
of Grand Bahama, 
Eleuthera, Andros, 
and the Abacos. The 
Bahamas Department 
of Meteorology reported 
a nearly four-foot storm 
surge north of the town of 
Treasure Cay on Abaco. 
Waves flooded at least 
one road in Nassau, the 
capital, officials said.

Officials note the storm 
is an unusual occurrence 
this late into the hurricane 
season and the first storm 
to hit the Bahamas since 
Hurr icane Dorian, 
a category five storm 
that devastated the 
archipelago in 2019.

Tropical Storm Nicole wreak havoc in Florida
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65% of Belizean Children experience violence at home
By Britney Gordon

Ac c o r d i n g  t o 
U N I C E F,  6 5 

percent of Belizean 
children experience 
violent discipline at 
home. Of these, six 
percent experience 
s e v e r e  f o r m s  o f 
punishment, and 52 
percent up to the age 
of 14 are subjected 
t o  p s y c h o l o g i c a l 
aggression.

UNICEF estimates 
t h a t  e v e r y  s e v e n 
minutes, somewhere 
in the world a young 
person aged 10 to 
19 years old dies a 
violent death while 
millions of children 
are physically abused 
in their homes and at 
school. In Belize, the 
number of children 
e x p e r i e n c i n g 
v i o l e n c e  i s 
alarmingly high as 
three in four small 
children, as young as 
two to four years old, 
experience violence 
from caregivers. It 
was  a l so  revea led 
that one in four of 
those adults believe 
i t  i s  a  n e c e s s a r y 

course of action.
Worldwide, around 

600 million children 
u n d e r  t h e  a g e  o f 
f i v e  l i v e  w i t h o u t 
l e g a l  p r o t e c t i o n 
a g a i n s t  c o r p o r a l 
punishment at home. 
Corporal punishment 
o f  c h i l d r e n  i s 
recognized by the 
Commit tee  on the 
Rights of the Child 
a n d  o t h e r  t r e a t y 
bodies,  as  well  as 
by the UN Secretary 
General’s Study on 
Vi o l e n c e  a g a i n s t 
Children, as a highly 
s i gn i f i c an t  i s sue , 
both  for  asser t ing 
children’s status as 
r ights holders and 
for the prevention 
o f  a l l  f o r m s  o f 
violence. It is widely 
acknowledged that it 
breaches children’s 
r i g h t s  t o  r e s p e c t 
human dignity and 
physical integrity and 
to equal protection 
under the law.

In Belize, corporal 
p u n i s h m e n t  i s 
widely accepted and 
o f t e n  e n c o u r a g e d 
a s  s e c t i o n  3 9  o f 
the Criminal Code 

a l lows  the  use  o f 
“just i f iable force” 
for the purposes of 
correction by those 
with authority over 
children under 16. 

W h i l e  t h e r e  i s 
no  p roh ib i t i on  o f 
corporal punishment 
i n  B e l i z e a n  L a w 
f o r  d i s c i p l i n a r y 
purposes, instances 

of child abuse are 
dealt with under the 
Domestic Violence 
Act  or  are t reated 
criminally under the 
Criminal Code. 

UNICEF outlines 
t h e  f o l l o w i n g  a s 
the key challenges 
B e l i z e  f a c e s  i n 
regard to violence 
a g a i n s t  c h i l d r e n : 

the first being a lack 
o f  comprehens ive 
data on child abuse. 
T h e r e  i s  a l s o  n o 
s t rong  mechanism 
for data collection 
and reporting; low 
conviction rates for 
p e r p e t r a t o r s ;  a n d 
l i m i t e d  a c c e s s  t o 
support services for 
victims of abuse. 

I n  2 0 1 7 ,  B e l i z e 
b e c a m e  t h e  f i r s t 
c o u n t r y  t o  a d o p t 
a  m u l t i - s e c t o r a l 
approach to ending 
v i o l e n c e ,  m a k i n g 
ch i ld  pro tec t ion  a 
top priority, largely 
g u i d e d  b y  t h e 
National Road Map 
t o  E n d  Vi o l e n c e 
Against Children.
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Developing and developed nations argue 
over climate crisis reparations at COP27

By Britney Gordon

Th e  2 0 2 2 
Global Climate 

conference has gotten 
off to a rocky start as 
world leaders debate 
over the necessary 
c o u r s e  o f  a c t i o n 
to address the loss 
and damage done to 
developing nations 
as a result of climate 
change.

Disputes between 
d e l e g a t e s  a r o s e 
after they found that 
they were unable to 
determine an agenda 
t h e  n i g h t  b e f o r e 
f o r  t h e  u p c o m i n g 
conference. As the 
agenda acts  as the 
basis of discussions, 
if significant items 
are not listed on it, 
t h e y  c a n n o t  f o r m 
part of the official 
nego t i a t i ons .  One 
of the crucial topics 
o f f i c i a l s  w e r e 
struggling to come to 

an agreement on was 
‘loss and damage’.

The terms ‘loss and 
damage’ refer to the 
des i re  deve lop ing 
coun t r i e s  have  to 
make  progress  on 
receiving reparations 
f o r  a l l  t h e y  h a v e 
suffered as a result 

of the climate crisis. 
Some examples of 
such suffering are 
devastating floods, 
desperate droughts, 
a n d  s t o r m s  t h a t 
w r e c k  t o w n s  a n d 
villages. As climate 
c h a n g e  w o r s e n s , 
these issues become 

more damaging and 
more frequent. 

A cry for  just ice 
has been issued by 
developing nations 
a s  t h e y  f e e l  t h a t 
developed countries 
h a v e  s o  f a r  b e e n 
reluctant to provide 
the help needed to 
regain their footing. 
One of the key issues 
is whether the agenda 
item should include 
the terms “liability” 
and “compensation”.  
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s 
o f  d e v e l o p i n g 
nat ions  c la im that 
t h e  d e v e l o p e d 
countries requested 
a  foo tno te  s ta t ing 
that the insinuation 
o f  l i a b i l i t y  a n d 
c o m p e n s a t i o n  b e 
excluded. The request 
w a s  f o u n d e d  o n 
article 8 of the Paris 
ag r eemen t ,  w h ich 
states in paragraph 
51 of  the decision 
t ex t  t ha t  l i ab i l i t y 
and  compensa t ion 
are  excluded from 
l o s s  a n d  d a m a g e . 
H o w e v e r ,  i n  t h e 

original treaty, the 
1 9 9 2  U N F C C C , 
these terms are not 
excluded. 

Small island states 
a n d  d e v e l o p i n g 
countries have since 
p u t  t h e  i s s u e  o f 
‘ loss  and damage’ 
o n  t h e  s u m m i t ’s 
formal agenda and 
a r e  n o w  p u s h i n g 
for the creation of 
a dedicated fund to 
address  the  i s sue . 
B u t  a c c o r d i n g 
t o  t h e  E u r o p e a n 
C o m m i s s i o n ’ s 
director general for 
climate action, Jacob 
Werksman, the new 
agenda  i t em “was 
agreed under certain 
condit ions,  s tat ing 
that ‘we would not 
be  d iscuss ing  th is 
issue of liability and 
compensation.’”

S c o t t i s h  F i r s t 
M i n i s t e r  N i c o l a 
S turgeon,  backing 
calls for a loss and 
d a m a g e  f i n a n c e 
facility, announced 
tha t  Scot land wi l l 
provide £5 million 

t o  a d d r e s s  l o s s 
a n d  d a m a g e  a t 
t h e  c o n f e r e n c e , 
stating, “I have no 
problem whatsoever 
saying that  this  is 
a b o u t  r e p a r a t i o n , 
c o m p e n s a t i o n 
a n d  l i a b i l i t y,  a n d 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y . ”  
The announcement 
f o l l o w e d  s i m i l a r 
pledges on Monday 
b y  G e r m a n y  a n d 
B e l g i u m ,  w h i c h 
c o m m i t t e d  € 1 7 0 
m i l l i o n  a n d  € 2 . 5 
million respectively. 
“ T h e  d e v e l o p e d 
w o r l d  h a s  c a u s e d 
climate change and 
the developing world 
is paying the price. If 
people can’t see the 
reality of that then 
there is  something 
w r o n g , ”  S t u rg e o n 
continued. 

W h i l e  d e c l a r i n g 
a  c o m m i t m e n t  t o 
assisting developing 
countr ies ,  The US 
and Europe maintain 
that the creation of a 
new fund is off the 
table,  for the t ime 
being, they insisted, 
h i g h l i g h t i n g  t h a t 
p l en ty  o f  fund ing 
is already available 
under  exis t ing aid 
programs.

“ We ’ r e  f o c u s e d 
on using the tools 
that we have,” said 
Monica Medina, US 
Assistant Secretary 
of State for oceans 
a n d  i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
environmental  and 
s c i e n t i f i c  a f f a i r s . 
“ I  th ink the  focus 
should be on getting 
some of that funding 
to where it’s needed 
rather than trying to 
create another fund,” 
she concluded. 

Notice of Dissolution 

“Notice is hereby given to all interested parties that 
INTEROS DEVELOPMENT LIMITED a Company 
incorporated under the IBC Act of Belize  commenced 
dissolution on November 08th, 2022.

And
Paraskevas Zacharoulis with address of  Agiou Pavlou 

15, Ledra House, Agios Andreas, 1105, Nicosia, Cyprus is 
the Liquidator,  and any claims against this  Company 
should be forwarded to the liquidator within 30 days from 
commencement.” 

Anacton Consult Group Limited 
Registered Agent
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