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38 persons admitted to KHMH 
due to marijuana intoxication

By Javan Flowers

KHMH medical 
p e r s o n n e l 

instilled their "mass 
casualty code" after 38 
persons were admitted 
to  t he  in s t i t u t ion 
s u f f e r i n g  f r o m 
marijuana intoxication.

The KHMH’s CEO 
Chandra Nisbet Cansino 
has confirmed that 31 
children and seven 
adults were treated for 
eating the marijuana-
laced candies. 

Іnіtіаl rероrtѕ had 
ѕuggеѕted thаt  thе 
ѕtudеntѕ from St. Luke's 
Methodist  Primary 
School рurсhаѕеd саndу 
расkѕ, whісh соntаіnеd 
cannabis. 

The vict ims,  the 
y o u n g e s t  b e i n g 
four years old, then 
experienced lethargy, 
nausea ,  vomi t ing , 
headaches, 
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GOB revokes Brads’ license!
By Javan Flowers

Th e  L o t t e r i e s 
C o m m i t t e e , 

i n  r e v i e w i n g  t h e 
cond i t ions  o f  t he 
exclusive license held 
by  Brads  Gaming 

Group Ltd. (BGGL) 
t o  admin i s t e r  the 
Government Lotteries, 
has moved to revoke 
the 10-year exclusive 
licensing contract. 

In a  release this 

week, the Licensing 
Committee justified 
the revocation due 
to the “material and 
substantial breaches of 
the conditions of the 
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Schools must scrutinize street 
peddlers selling to students

By Javan Flowers

With what has 
since turned 

into an unprecedented 
public health crisis 
that sent more than 30 
persons to the hospital 
due  t o  mar i j uana 
in toxicat ion ,  i t  i s 
essential that schools 
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Faber to be endorsed as the 
UDP’s standard bearer for Collet

By Javan Flowers

Af t e r  m u c h 
political, intra-

party turmoil, Collet 
Area Representative 
Hon. Patrick Faber 
will be endorsed as 
the United Democratic 

Party (UDP)’s standard 
bearer for Collet.

Earlier this week, 
F a b e r  r e c e i v e d 
approval  f rom the 
National Party Council 
(NPC) and UDP Party 
Leader Hon. Shyne 

Barrow. The internal 
p a r t y  m e s s a g e s 
confirmed that Ian 
Jones has resigned as 
the Collet Standard 
Bearer in order to make 
way for Faber.

Pg. 2
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Many parents of Southside 
Belize City were shaken 
this week after 30 children 

were admitted to hospital suffering 
from stomach cramps, shortness 
of breath, blurry eyesight and 
other symptoms indicative of food 
poisoning. 

The children had all of them eaten 
some soft candy laced with marijuana.

Apparently, the police had possession 
of a shipment of this candy from some 
unidentified source; had kept it as a 
crime exhibit; and had later disposed 
of it in a way that brought the tainted 
candy back into circulation.

There has been an angry outburst of 
rage from the South-side community, 
and blame leveled at the police for 
the irresponsible way in which it was 
disposed.

The gummies were packaged in 
attractive sealed cellophane pouches 
which suggest that they were imported 
since no one in Belize is known to 
manufacture and package this kind 
of sweets.

So far investigators have focused 
on police criminal negligence in 
disposing of the drug-laced candy and 
on the person or persons who were 
found selling the stuff. But the larger 
problem in our view is to determine 
how these candy snacks arrived in 
Belize in the first place.

 If we don’t get to the bottom of 
this, a similar or perhaps more serious 
health and safety threat could occur.

Investigators need to broaden and 
intensify their scrutiny into the matter 
of how these drugged sweets arrived 
in Belize. This crime is especially 
revolting because it takes aim at 
unsuspecting children who like to 
devour candy.

While others further down the 
distribution chain, and these include the 
personnel(s)—civilian or otherwise—
who disposed of the confiscated 
cargo, are on the front line of blame, it 
is important to note that our Customs 
Department is the first guardian of 
our country’s imported food supply. 
Customs have a responsibility to 
guard against prohibited imports and 
contaminated material from entering 
the food chain. In this instance, based 
on reports so far, the Customs did well 
in alerting the police to the drug-laced 
sweets. 

38 persons admitted to KHMH 
due to marijuana intoxication

Cont’d from pg. 1
d i z z i n e s s ,  a n d 

tremors. Additionally, 
other reports attest to 
some children being 
u n r e s p o n s i v e  a n d 
u n c o n s c i o u s  – a l l 
severe symptoms that 
align with marijuana 
overdose.

The treats have since 
been confiscated for 
forensic analysis along 
with urine samples. The 
KHMH, National Drug 
Abuse Control Council 
(NDACC), and a team 
from Central Health 
Region are conducting 
the investigation. 

Speaking on how 
such an incident even 
unfolded was Minister 
of Home Affairs Hon. 

Kareem Musa:
"It is an issue that 

o r i g i n a t e d ,  a s  I 
understand it, with the 
Customs Department 
who turned over the 
suspected cannabis. I 
think at the point of 
entry, it was classified 
as suspected cannabis 
edibles, [and thus] 
turned over to the 
Anti-Narcotics Unit 
who thereafter turned 
it over to the exhibit 
keeper. The decision of 
discarding the product 
that was confiscated 
b y  t h e  C u s t o m s 
Department [was the 
exhibit keeper's], and 
as I understand it, he 
is saying to the police 
that he discarded it 
because of the scent 

that it was giving off 
within the exhibi t 
room. As I understand 
it, he discarded it at the 
dump on the Western 
Highway at which point 
individuals who were 
at the dumpsite found 
the discarded material 
and thereafter took it 
to the children and sold 
it to the children at the 
school."

The Minister also 
confirmed that the 
exhibit keeper has since 
been detained pending 
the  inves t iga t ion , 
though along with 
certain termination, they 
may also have criminal 
charges brought against 
them. 

F o r t u n a t e l y , 
throughout the ordeal, 

no child lost their 
life, which was a real 
possibility that medical 
personnel at the KHMH 
were concerned about. 

According to the US 
National Institute of 
Health, in children, 
the  most  common 
symptoms reported 
after acute ingestion 
are central nervous 
system depression, 
confusion, agitation, 
and ataxia. Nausea 
and vomiting are also 
common symptoms 
of THC ingestion. 
More significantly, 
however, bradycardia, 
hypotension, seizure 
activity, and respiratory 
dep re s s ion  wou ld 
require  immediate 
incubation.

Faber to be endorsed as the 
UDP’s standard bearer for Collet

Hon Moses Barrow and Hon Patrick Faber 

Cont’d from pg. 1
The career of the 

45-year-old politician 
was smeared in recent 
years with allegations 
of domestic abuse, and 
anger-management 
issues. Consequently, 
h e  h a d  l o s t  t h e 
confidence of senior 
members within the 
UDP and was, thus, 
unseated as the Leader 
of the Opposition, and 
stood to lose the Collet 
seat that he has held for 
two decades years as 
Area Representative.

T h e  m a t t e r  o f 
representation in the 
Collett constituency, 
at the time unresolved, 
saw former standard 
bearer,  Ian  Jones , 
indica t ing  tha t  he 
would  res ign ,  bu t 
h o l d i n g  o f f  a f t e r 
truce talks between 
Faber  and Barrow 

stalled. Those talks 
backfired, resulting 
in Faber writing to 
the party Chairman 
accusing Barrow of 
“undemocratic and 
manipulative tactics” 
in allegedly trying to 
coerce his support.

Ваrrоw has since 
c o m e  f o r w a r d  t o 
ехрlаіn thаt, аѕ thе 
раrtу gеаrѕ uр fоr thе 
uрсоmіng munісіраl 
еlесtіоnѕ, рrеѕеntіng 
а  ѕ t r о n g ,  u n і f і е d 
frоnt, іѕ thе dutу оf 
thе орроѕіtіоn, whісh 
рrоmрtеd thе dесіѕіоn 
to endorse Faber. He 
is further quoted as 
nоting thаt hіѕ еffоrtѕ 
unіtіng thе раrtу саn 
bееn  ѕееn  bу  thе 
“аlmоѕt unаnіmоuѕ” 
еndоrѕеmеnt оf hіѕ 
lеаdеrѕhір аt thе UDР’ѕ 
nаtіоnаl соnvеntіоn.

The statement from 

the  Leader  of  the 
Opposition read: 

“In keeping with 
my promise to the 
NPC to continue to 
seek to resolve the 
matter of Hon. Faber’s 
return to Collet, on 
Friday April 21, all 
Elected Members of 
the House met in the 
Opposition Chambers 
to discuss the return of 
Hon. Patrick Faber as 
UDP Collet Standard 
Bearer.

“These discussions 
were frui tful  with 
commitments from 
all to ensure there is 
unity, especially in the 
public eyes so as to 
strengthen confidence 
in the UDP as the next 
Government of Belize.

I then spoke to brother 
Ian Jones to convey 
to him my comfort 

that the conditions for 
him to relinquish the 
Collet Constituency 
were met.

“Brother Jones who 
has always maintained 
that he was prepared to 
stand down in the best 
interest of the Party 
spoke to his Executive, 
family and advisors 
then submitted his 
resignation letter to 
make way for the Hon. 
Faber to be endorsed as 
UDP Collet Standard 
Bearer. […I want to 
thank  Hon.  Faber 
for  the invaluable 
contributions he has 
made to the UDP and 
welcome his return 
as the UDP Standard 
Bearer for Collet. An 
NPC meeting will be 
held in May, 2023 after 
the 2 week notice to 
make official.”
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GOB revokes Brads’ license!
Cont’d from pg. 1
exclusive license, as 

well as the Lotteries Act 
and its regulations.”

The  gove rnmen t 
has  s ince  advised 
that effective May 2, 
2023, BGGL would no 
longer be permitted to 
sell or administer the 
Government Lotteries 
(Boledo, Jackpot, and 
Ordinary Lotteries) 
and that the last lottery 
draw under the present 
arrangement will be on 
April 30, 2023.

T h o u g h  t h i s 
revocation did not 
surprise BGGL, as 
in a letter that made 
its rounds on social 
media earlier in the 
year, written to BGGL 
from the director of the 
Lotteries Committee, 
saw the committee 
r a i s i n g  s e v e r a l 
unaddressed concerns 
that had to do with 
compliance.

In response, the legal 
representatives for 
Countach Technologies 
Limited, a shareholder 
in BGGL, wrote to 

Prime Minister John 
Briceño, citing that 
should GOB proceed 
to cancel the exclusive 
contract, which carried 
a ten-year lifespan, 
with Brads, it would 
constitute a wrongful 
interference with the 
company’s holdings, 
tantamount to a seizure 
of its assets.

Notably, last year 
BGGL brought forth 
a  l awsu i t  aga ins t 
GOB for trying to 
“tax the company out 
of business” with its 
implementation of 
Statutory Instrument 
(SI) 51 of 2022 aimed 
to plaster a 12.5% 
lottery tax on Boledo, 
lottery, and jackpot.

As noted  in  the 
government’s release, it 
will, in the near future, 
“make a l te rna t ive 
arrangements for the 
administration of the 
Government Lotteries 
while  maintaining 
a standard that will 
g u a r a n t e e  t h a t 
consumer rights are 
not violated.”

Schools must scrutinize 
street peddlers selling 

to students
Cont’d from pg. 1

take heed and only 
permit  l icensed 

s t ree t  peddlers  to 
sell to their student 
populations.

This mass casualty 
event has certainly 
brought child safety, at 
school, to the forefront 
o f  e v e r y  p a r e n t , 
teacher, and Belizeans 
at large. The presence 
of these “peddlers” 
near school grounds 
is  not  uncommon; 
what is, however, is 
pedd l e r s ’ l a ck  o f 
official authorization 
to provide any “goods, 
wares, merchandise 
or provisions” to their 
mostly school-going 
patrons.

As  s t ipu la ted  in 
the Trade Licensing 
(Amendment)  Bi l l 
2022, (Part IV) section 
35,  “Every person 
who (a) in any street 
or public place in any 
town sells or exposes 
for sale any goods; or 
(b) in any town acts as 
a peddler of any goods, 
shall obtain from the 
Board for that town a 
license, according to the 
nature of the goods to 
be sold.”

Given that  these 
peddlers operate as 
“stores on wheels,” they 
fall within the confines 
of this bill; thus, all street 

peddlers must apply for 
a street peddler’s license 
– as per the law.

To protect the well-
being of  Bel izean 
children, all peddlers, 
regardless of their pre-
disposition, should 
be allowed by school 
institutions to provide 
t h e i r  s e r v i c e s  t o 
students only under the 
condition that a valid 
street peddlers license 
is provided.

The section further 
describes that “Every 
peddler or other person 
who has  ob ta ined 
a license under this 
section shall at all times 
on demand produce and 
show such license to 
any justice of the peace, 
police officer, person 
to whom such peddler, 
hawker or other person 
offers his goods for sale 
or officer of the Board.”

Failure to provide 
a valid license is an 
offense, and peddlers 
accused of doing so, 
are liable on summary 
conviction to fines and 
potential prison time.

It is imperative that 
educational institutions 
be wary to ensure such 
an event, regardless 
of the unfortunate and 
embarrassing series 
of events that led to it 
happening in the first 
place, never transpires 
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Belize to recycle more plastics for a cleaner environment

By William Ysaguirre

Belize will update 
a n d  a m e n d 

i t s  Env i ronmenta l 
P r o t e c t i o n 
regulations regarding 
single use plastics, 
p a r t i c u l a r l y  o f 
beverage containers, 
l a t e r  t h i s  y e a r  t o 
encourage Belizeans 
t o  r e c y c l e  m o r e , 
t o  k e e p  n o n -
b i o d e g r a d a b l e 
m a t e r i a l s  o u t  o f 
landfills for a cleaner 
Belize, says Minister 
o f  S u s t a i n a b l e 
D e v e l o p m e n t , 
C l i m a t e  C h a n g e 
and  Disas te r  Risk 
Management  Hon. 
Orlando Habet. 

He was speaking 
at  the  I I  Regional 
C o n g r e s s  o f  t h e 
Cen t r a l  Amer i can 
C o m m i s s i o n  f o r 
t h e  E n v i r o n m e n t 
a n d  D e v e l o p m e n t 
(CCAD), of which 
B e l i z e  i s  p r o -
tempore chair,  for 
s ix  months  a t  the 
R a m a d a  P r i n c e s s 
Hotel in Belize City 
on Wednesday and 
Thursday, April 19-
20.

 Bel ize  amended 
the Environmental 
Regulations on March 
31, 2020, to phase 
out single use plastic 
c o n t a i n e r s ,  c u p s , 
bags  and utens i ls , 
with the law to take 
full effect to prohibit 
the importat ion of 
such plas t ic  i tems 
m a d e  f r o m  n o n -
b i o d e g r a d a b l e 
m a t e r i a l s  d e r i v e d 
f r o m  p e t r o l e u m , 
a n d  t o  e n c o u r a g e 
t he i r  r ep l acemen t 
by  i t ems  made  o f 
b i o d e g r a d a b l e 
materials.

T h i s  c r e a t e d 
a n  e c o n o m i c 
o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r 
n e w  i n d u s t r y  a n d 
spawned many small 
startups producing 
paper bags, bamboo 
d r i n k i n g  s t r a w s 
and biodegradable 

Minister Orlando Habet - CCAD President Pro Tempore

cups, bags and food 
containers.

B u t  t h e r e  s t i l l 
remain a tremendous 
amount of plastics, 
glass, aluminum cans 
and rubber tires in 
the environment, and 
on Wednesday, solid 
waste management 
e x p e r t s  f r o m  t h e 
s e v e n  m e m b e r 
states of the Central 
American Integration 
System (SICA), the 
Dominican Republic 
and five CARICOM 
territories including 
Grenada, Guyana and 
Trinidad and Tobago 
gathered to share the 
various solutions they 
have found to this 
common problem.  

I n  B e l i z e , 
t h e  R e t u r n a b l e 
C o n t a i n e r s  A c t 
o f  2 0 11  r e q u i r e s 
manufactures of malt 
beverages – beer and 
stout, and carbonated 
d r i n k s  t o  r e c y c l e 
their containers and 
to offer  a nominal 
buy-back payment 
on their glass, plastic 
a n d  a l u m i n u m 
containers. 

L o c a l  b o t t l i n g 
c o m p a n i e s  a r e 
compliant to a certain 
d e g r e e ,  o f f e r i n g 
buy-back on glass 
e m p t i e s ,  a n d  t h e 
B o w e n  &  B o w e n 
g r o u p  a l s o  b u y s 
back i ts  aluminum 
cans for Belikin Beer 
and Stout  and 501 
Beer and Stout, and 
G u i n n e s s  b o t t l e s , 
as  we l l  a s  p las t i c 
e m p t i e s  o f  C o c a -
C o l a ,  S p r i t e  a n d 
Fanta. 

But there is a lack 
of  enforcement  as 
the  Department of 
t h e  E n v i r o n m e n t 
s i m p l y  d o e s  n o t 
have the manpower 
to verify if the new 
brewery in Orange 
Walk has a similar 
buy-back policy on 
its aluminum cans, 
which the popularity 

of  the  brand have 
caused their cans to 
be strewn all over the 
landscape. 

The revised law, 
when it is amended, 
will be accompanied 
by a public education 
c a m p a i g n  t o 
encourage Belizeans 
to sort their garbage 

a t  t h e  s o u r c e ,  t o 
separate all materials 
w h i c h  c a n  b e 
recycled:  plast ics , 
g l a s s ,  a l u m i n u m , 
paper and cardboard, 
f r o m  o r g a n i c 
materials which can 
be  processed  in to 
compost. It began as 
a pilot project in two 
communi t i e s ,  and 
Habet is now urging 
a nat ionwide rol l-
out. Habet said there 
will also be a need for 
better enforcement 
of the law, and the 
ministry is presently 
in discussions with 
t h e  S o l i d  Wa s t e 
Management  Uni t 
to see how organic 
w a s t e  c a n  b e 
composted to yield 
fertilizer which can 
be sold to farmers. 

In other countries 
o f  t h e  r e g i o n , 
m a n u f a c t u r e r s 

are fully on board 
with this recycling 
process, as recycled 
g l a s s  e m p t i e s 
c h e a p e r  t h a n 
buying  new ones , 
and plastics can be 
milled and remolded 
into new containers, 
l aundry  b ins ,  and 
even  cons t ruc t ion 
materials. Aluminum 
and other metals can 
be compressed into 
large blocks and sent 
to the smelters. NuVi 
(Nueva Vida) in the 
Dominican Republic 
is  giving new l i fe 
and  a  s econd  use 
to what were once 
considered to be one-
use materials, even 
rubber tires. Where 
individual countries 
t o  n o t  h a v e  t h e 
domestic industrial 
capacity to process 
the recycled plastics, 
t h e y  e x p o r t  t h e 

recycled materials 
in bulk to China, and 
there are ships which 
cruise up and down 
the Pacific coast to 
take these materials 
back to China.    

Dur ing  the  two-
d a y  c o n f e r e n c e , 
the CCAD experts 
a l s o  s h a r e d  b e s t 
practices on water 
management ,  wi th 
a watershed to the 
sea approach, Blue 
Bonds, sustainable 
forest management 
and landscapes, and 
creating a circular 
e c o n o m y  f o r  t h e 
use of materials, to 
reduce and eliminate 
marine l i t ter.  This 
included the role of 
the industrial water 
users in the private 
s e c t o r  t o  m a n a g e 
w a t e r  r e s o u r c e s , 
and the treatment of 
waste waters. 
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GOB Hosts Climate Data, Geospatial Technologies, 
Coastal and Fisheries Data Management Training

By Javan Flowers

GOB is to host three 
four-day training 

sessions to better track 
ecosystem health and 
forecast future climate 
change impacts.

The sessions discussed 
innovative technologies 
such as remote sensing 
that are guided by 
modules  des igned 
from a pre-evaluation 
knowledge survey and 
training manual. The 
main thematic areas 
include Geographic 
Information System 
(GIS), Remote Sensing, 
Climate Data Analysis 
and Visualization, and 
Coastal and Fisheries 
Data Management. 

The sessions shall 
be divided into three 

modules: Introductory, 
I n t e r m e d i a t e  a n d 
I n t e r m e d i a t e  – 
Advance, which are 
scheduled for April 25 
to 28, May 9 to 12, and 
May 23 to 26, 2023.

At the end of the 
sessions, the Coastal 
Zone Management 
A u t h o r i t y  a n d 

Institute, the Belize 
Fisheries Department, 
t h e  N a t i o n a l 
M e t e o r o l o g i c a l 
Service of Belize, the 
Blue Economy Unit 
under the Ministry of 
Blue Economy and 
Civil Aviation, and the 
University of Belize 
will have the capacity to 

track ecosystem health 
and forecast future 
climate change impacts 
u s i n g  i n n o v a t i v e 
technologies.

The training is a 
deliverable under the 
GCF readiness project 
entitled “Enhancing 
adaptation planning 
and increasing climate 
resilience in the coastal 
zone and fisheries sector 
of Belize.”  

The sessions were 
made available through 
the Ministry of Blue 
Economy and Civil 
Aviation (MBECA) in 
collaboration with the 
Food and Agriculture 
Organization of the 
United Nations (FAO) 
and Belize’s National 
Designated Authority to 
the Green Climate Fund 
(GCF).

Stakeholders will disscuss innovative technologies to track ecosystem health

BTBs BOOM and AI Expected to 
Increase Belize’s Tourism

By Javan Flowers

The Belize Tourism 
Board held its 

second annual “Building 
On Our Momentum” 
(BOOM) forum, which 

revolved around attracting 
visitors using Artificial 
Intelligence (AI).

In his Welcome Remarks 
to participants, Hon. 
Anthony Mahler, Minister 
of Tourism and Diaspora 
Relations, highlighted the 
industry’s strong rebound, 
and continued growth 
and challenged industry 
stakeholders to use the 
tools and information 
shared to improve their 
marketing strategies. He 
remarked, “By using our 
resources in unison, we 
can effectively market 
Belize. Technology allows 
us to compete with big 
budget destinations.” 

The first presentation 
was made by guest 
presenter Kieran Sweeney, 
Al Consultant, who spoke 
on Harnessing Artificial 
Intelligence in Belize. 
Sweeney noted numerous 
examples of how AI-based 
marketing tools could 
help relevant stakeholders 
improve their advertising 
by creating more original 
content curtailed for the 
kind of travelers they’re 
looking to attract.

The forum also saw 
presentations from 
Development Counsellors 
International (DCI), who 
presented Canada’s 
2023/24 Outlook for 
Belize; Geatriz Barreal, 
Founder, CEO & Chair of 
Sustainable Rivera Maya, 
whose presentation noted 
the value of Utilizing 
Sustainable Practices as a 
Marketing Tool.

FINN Partners, BTB’s 
PR Agency for the 
European Market (UK, 
Germany, and France), 
then presented Europe’s 
2023/24 Outlook for 
Belize; Curtis Zimmerman 

delved into Forward 
Thinking for Retaining 
Employees.

Near the end of the 
presentations, BTB’s 
Director of Quality 
M a n a g e m e n t  a n d 
Capacity Development, 
A b i l  C a t a ñ e d a , 
informed the audience 
on BTB’s strategic 
efforts at improving 
Belize’s tourism product 
through training, and the 
Zimmerman Agency, 
BTB’s PR Agency for the 
US Market, presented the 
US 2023/24 Outlook for 
Belize.

Speaking with the 
media Cole Zimmerman, 
representative from the 
Zimmerman Agency, 
further elucidated on the 
AI-generated products the 
BTB would be utilizing, 
“The way that the BTB is 
going to be using it in the 
US is going to be an AI-
developed product, that 
it hones in on marketing, 
so we can predict who’s 
going to be coming to 
the US, so it’s predictive 
marketing efforts to say, 
who’s going to come here, 
how much money they’re 
going to spend here, and 
then following along that 
look-alike audience to 
figure out who else we can 
be targeting.”

Approximately 300 
persons representing a 
wide-cross section of 
hoteliers, tour operators, 
educators, and industry 
partners from across 
Belize attended – as the 
BTB continues on its 
mission to collaborate with 
partners and stakeholders 
in executing innovative 
strategies to market, 
develop and enhance 
Belize’s tourism products.
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S  U  D  O  K  U
Medium Puzzle Answer to Puzzle

Sudoku rules  are 
extremely easy: Fill all 
empty squares so that 
the numbers 1 to 9 
appear once in each 
row, column and 3x3 
box.
Tip.
Use a soft erasable 
pencil.  Start with 
the easy puzzles, 
then move on to the 
harder ones.  Make 
small pencilmarks to 
show which numbers 
are allowed in empty 
squares. This will come 
handy when analyzing 
techniques are used.  
Never guess! Only 
make moves based 
on logical deductions.  
There is only one 
unique solution for 
each puzzle.

Caribbean leaders agree on plan to ban assault-style weapons
By Javan Flowers

Ca r i b b e a n 
C o m m u n i t y 

leaders have agreed 
on plans to propose 
bans in their countries 
o n  a s s a u l t - s t y l e 
weapons, primarily 
manufactured in the 
US, to curb spikes 
in gun violence and 
weapons smuggling.

The decision to ban 
assault-styled weapons 
came at the end of 
a two-day Regional 
Symposium: "Violence 
as a Public Health 
Issue -  The Crime 
Challenge."

I n  h i s  o p e n i n g 
r e m a r k s  P r i m e 
Minister of Trinidad 
a n d  To b a g o ,  D r. 
Keith Rowley, said 
CARICOM leaders 
also intend to write 
to the United States 
Pres iden t  and  h i s 
adminis t ra t ion for 
a  " g r e a t e r  e f f o r t 
i n  p reven t ing  the 
m a n u f a c t u r e r s  o f 
these killing machines 
and projectiles from 
having the  prof i t -
making outcome that 
is killing our people 
and destroying our 
society. We want the 
guns and ammunition 
stopped."

"Today we are saying 
to the United States the 
same way we fought 
with you to prevent 
the powder from going 
up North to poison 
your community, we 
want  you to  f ight 
with us to prevent the 
guns and ammunition 
from coming into our 
territories," he said, 
echoing sentiments of 

other leaders over the 
two days.

T h e  C a r i b b e a n 
leaders had called a 
roundtable on the issue 
amid complaints from 
several governments, 
n a m e l y  J a m a i c a , 
T r i n i d a d ,  T h e 
Bahamas, St Lucia, 
and Barbados, about an 
increase in gangland 
violence, bolstered 
by the availabil i ty 
o f  h i g h - p o w e r e d , 
military-style weapons 
smuggled mainly from 
the US.

The move came just a 
few weeks after several 
m e m b e r  n a t i o n s 
announced plans to 
join with Mexico to 
sue  American  gun 
manufacturers over 
the weapons smuggled 
into their countries.

A d d r e s s i n g  t h e 
s y m p o s i u m  w a s 
Dr.  Car la  Barnet t , 
CARICOM Secretary-
General. She noted 
that "violence in our 
Region is an epidemic, 
and like any epidemic, 
effective strategies to 
combat  the spread 
r e q u i r e  d a t a  a n d 
research, as well as 
human and financial 
resources to al low 
timely implementation 
of solutions to address 
the root  causes of 
crime and mitigate the 
devastating impact of 
crime and violence on 
our societies."

Notably, Bahamian 
Prime Minister and 
Caricom Chairman 
Phillip Davis told the 
summit that  in his 
country, 98.6 percent 
of recovered illegal 
f i rea rms  could  be 

traced to the United 
States, in Haiti 87.7 
percent and in Jamaica 
67 percent.

" J a m a i c a  h a d  a 
staggering homicide 
rate of 52.9 per 100,000 
inhabitants," he said, 
as  compared  wi th 
the global average of 
about 7.5 per 100,000.

H o w e v e r,  D a v i s 
did not have figures 

on what percentage 
of the seized guns 
were assaul t -s tyle 

weapons as opposed 
to handguns or other 
weapons that would 

be unaffected by this 
week's proposed ban.

Toward the end of 
his presentation PM 
Rowley said countries 
in the Caribbean would 
need legislation to 
support the ban, and 
he called on opposition 
parties throughout the 
region to support any 
parliamentary action 
by their governments.

By Javan Flowers

Ѕtаff оf Веlіzе’ѕ 
lеаdіng rеfеrrаl 

hоѕр і t а l ,  t hе  Каr l 
Неuѕnеr  Меmоrіаl 
Ноѕріtаl  (КНМН), 
rece ived hаndѕ-оn 
training wіth thе uѕе 
оf охуgеn gеnеrаtоrѕ 
dоnаtеd bу thе Unіtеd 
Ѕtаtеѕ.

S p e a k i n g  w i t h 
the  media ,  Unі tеd 
Ѕtаtеѕ Аmbаѕѕаdоr 
tо Веlіzе Місhеllе 
К w а n ,  “ [ T h i s ] 
dоnаtіоnѕ wіll еnѕurе 
thаt thе hаrd-wоrkіng 
mеdісаl реrѕоnnеl аt 
КНМН саn соntіnuе 
tо рrоvіdе сr і t ісаl 
е m е r g е n с у  с а r е 
tо  раt іеntѕ  іn  dіrе 
nееd оf аѕѕіѕtаnсе. 
А m е r і с а ’ ѕ 
соmmіtmеnt tо thе 
ѕаfеtу аnd ѕесurіtу 
о f  t h е  В е l і z е а n 
реорlе іѕ ѕtrоng аnd 
unwаvеrіng.”

A n  o x y g e n 
g e n e r a t o r  i s  a n 
i n d u s t r i a l  d e v i c e 
that produces 95% by 
volume oxygen for 
commercial purposes, 
such  as  supply ing 
oxygen throughout a 
hospital. The device 

u s e s  a  m o l e c u l a r 
s i e v e  o r  p r e s s u r e 
s w i n g  a d s o r p t i o n 
(PSA) technology to 
separate oxygen from 
other gases in the air, 
such as nitrogen, and 
produce a high oxygen 
concentration.

These generators 
a re  va lued  a t  one 
m i l l i o n  B e l i z e 
dollars and will save 
the hospital $35,000 
B Z D  m o n t h l y  i n 
o p e r a t i o n  c o s t s . 
S O U TH CO M  a l s o 
d o n a t e d  m e d i c a l 
supplies to KHMH - 

including bandages, 
needles, and blood 
pressure monitors – 
that will be used to 
help the thousands of 
families who use the 
hospital each year.

Notably, the KHMH 
a l s o  r e c e i v e d  2 0 
oxygen concentrators 
f r o m  t h e  Ta i w a n 
E m b a s s y  i n  2 0 2 1 
as Belize grappled 
w i t h  w i d e s p r e a d 
C O V I D - 1 9 
infections.

A n  o x y g e n 
c o n c e n t r a t o r  i s  a 
p o r t a b l e  m e d i c a l 

device that extracts 
9 0 - 9 5 %  p u r e 
o x y g e n  f r o m  t h e 
surrounding air and 
delivers it to patients 
w i t h  b r e a t h i n g 
difficulties such as 
chronic obstructive 
pulmonary disease 
( C O P D )  o r 
emphysema. Oxygen 
concen t r a to r s  u s e 
fi l ters,  sieve beds, 
and a compressor to 
extract oxygen from 
the air and deliver 
i t  in  concen t ra ted 
form through a nasal 
cannula or mask.

US Ambassador to Belize Michelle Kwan donates oxygen generators.

US donates oxygen generators to KHMH
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Belize Global Media LLC enlists film Industry support
By William Ysaguirre

Belize City, April 
1 6 ,  2 0 2 3 —

The Belize Global 
M e d i a  L L C  w a s 
established through a 
partnership agreement 
s i g n e d  b e t w e e n 
#FILMBELIZE, Arth 
Thomas of the Main 
Man Films LLC and 
Gerald Wiggins of the 
Wiggins Music Group 
Worldwide (WMGW) 
on Sunday, April 16.

B e l i z e ’ s  F i l m 
Commissioner Nigel 
M i g u e l  f o u n d e d 
#FILMBELIZE, and 
said he expects this 
new partnership will 
result in “tremendous 
d e v e l o p m e n t  a n d 
p r o m o t i o n  w h i l e 
growing  the  f i lm/
m u s i c  i n d u s t r y 
i n  B e l i z e . . .  T h i s 
collaboration has been 
in the works for more 
than two years. This 
will catapult Belize 
onto the international 
scene unlike anything 
ever before!”

Three established 

Belize’s Film Commissioner Nigel Miguel

i n d u s t r y  v e t e r a n s 
w h o  c o l l e c t i v e l y 
share more than 75 
years of experience 

will support the new 
entity, Belize Global 
Media LLC, which is 
designed to be a hub for 

local and international                                                                              
creatives to stimulate, 
promote and distribute 
media content for the 
Belize entertainment 
market. 

Miguel established 
#FILMBELIZE in 
2008 to promote and 

enhance opportunities 
for music and film 
c r e a t i v e s  w i t h i n 
Be l i ze .  “We  have 
always had the desire 
to introduce the world 
to Belize and all that 
the country has to 
offer from a creative 
s tandpoint .  Bel ize 
is a country full of 
talented people just 
waiting for a chance to 
tell original stories,” 
Miguel says. 

W M G W  i s  a n 
international music 
distribution company 
which partners with 
g lobal  mul t imedia 
c o m p a n i e s  t o 
distribute their content 
in over 100 countries. 
This includes several 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  2 4 -
h o u r  s t r e a m i n g 
n e t w o r k s  a n d  a 
catalog of 10,000+ 
digital downloads – 
including independent 
f i lms ,  mus ic ,  and 
a u d i o b o o k s .  T h e 
company enhances 
brand awareness while 
enabling independent 
c o n t e n t  o w n e r s 
to  expand  beyond 
thei r  local  market 
using a proprietary 
technology platform 

w h i c h  p r o v i d e s 
d i s t r i b u t i o n , 
m a r k e t i n g ,  a n d 
i n t e r n e t  b u s i n e s s 
s e r v i c e s .  W M G W 
offers efficiency and 
control via top digital, 
mobile, and online and 
streaming retailers.

Main Man Fi lms 
L L C  ( M M F )  i s 
a  g l o b a l  c o n t e n t 
c r ea t ion  company 
led by a member of 
the Producers Guild 
of  America .  MMF 
strives to facilitate 
the telling of untold 
stories for unserved 
a n d  u n d e r - s e r v e d 
audiences. Whether 
creating compelling 
i d e a s ,  p r o v i d i n g 
media consultation, 
o r  p r o d u c i n g 
d i g i t a l  c o n t e n t , 
MMF successful ly 
c o l l a b o r a t e s  w i t h 
creatives from around 
the world to produce 
unique  te lev is ion , 
f i l m ,  a n d  m u s i c 
experiences. To date, 
MMF has produced 
content  in  Bel ize , 
Z imbabwe,  Japan , 
Singapore, Nigeria, 
South  Afr ica ,  and 
the United States, in 
the belief in “Stories 
Crossing Borders”.
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Dr. Hsueh Jui-yuan
Minister of Health 

and Welfare
Republic of China 

(Taiwan)

Sustainable health development 
in the postpandemic era

As  t h e  w o r l d 
enters the fourth 

year of the COVID-19 
p a n d e m i c ,  t h e 
situation is gradually 
improving. Most border 
restrictions have been 
lifted and global health 
governance has shifted 
from pandemic response 
t o  p o s t p a n d e m i c 
recovery. Countries 
worldwide have stepped 
up efforts to achieve 
health and well-being 
for all and further the 
realization of United 
Nations Sustainable 
Development Goals 
(SDGs) whose progress 
was impacted by the 
pandemic.

Taiwan fully supports 
health-related SDGs 
and the World Health 
Organization’s triple 
billion targets. Indeed, 
Taiwan is committed to 
building a more resilient 
and equitable health 
service supply chain, 
maintaining an inclusive 
and equitable universal 
h e a l t h  c o v e r a g e 
system, and providing 
disease prevention 
a n d  m a n a g e m e n t 
t h r o u g h  a  r o b u s t 
primary healthcare 
system. Taiwan is 
willing and able to 
share its experience 
in creating a cross-
sectoral, innovative, 
and people-centered 
health approach to 
help the international 
c o m m u n i t y  w o r k 
toward the realization 
of the SDGs related to 
health and well-being.

During the COVID-19 
pandemic ,  Taiwan 
effectively mitigated 
the  spread  of  the 
disease, leveraging its 
comprehensive public 
healthcare system, well-
trained antipandemic 
p e r s o n n e l ,  a n d 
e p i d e m i o l o g i c a l 
s u r v e i l l a n c e , 
inves t iga t ion ,  and 
ana ly s i s  sy s t ems . 
Taiwan’s antipandemic 
response model included 
advance deployment 
and rapid response 
mechanisms. Other 
measures included 
border control policies, 
coordinated distribution 
of medical resources, 
and a patient transfer 
system to prevent and 
contain the pandemic 
at a time when vaccines 

and antiviral drugs were 
unavailable.

The Taiwanese people 
have played a pivotal 
role in the success of 
Taiwan’s antipandemic 
model  by wearing 
masks ,  p rac t i c ing 
soc ia l  d i s tanc ing , 
avoiding crowded areas, 
following quarantine 
regulations, and getting 
vacc ina ted .  When 
compared with the 
38 Organisation for 
Economic Co-operation 
a n d  D e v e l o p m e n t 
member states and 
Singapore,  Taiwan 
ranks sixth-lowest in 
COVID-19 mortality 
and case-fatality rates. 
Taiwan also ranks 
four th-highes t  for 
coverage rates of at least 
one COVID-19 vaccine 
dose and third-highest 
in terms of vaccine 
boosters administered.

Promoting health 
for all

Last year, WHO’s 
D i r e c t o r - G e n e r a l 
outlined five priorities 
for the subsequent 
five years, which are 
promot ing  hea l th , 
p r o v i d i n g  h e a l t h 
services, protecting 
h e a l t h ,  p o w e r i n g 
p r o g r e s s ,  a n d 
performing. Moreover, 
WHO’s Achieving 
well-being: A draft 
global framework for 
integrating well-being 
into publ ic  heal th 
u t i l i z ing  a  hea l th 
promotion approach 
further demonstrates its 
commitment to health 
for all. 

Taiwan established 
a universal healthcare 
insurance system in 
1995. Since that time, 
the government has 
continued to provide 
disease prevention and 
healthcare services so 
that people of all ages 
can enjoy the right to 
health. Taiwan provides 
prenatal checkups, 
gestational diabetes 
screening,  anemia 
tes t ing ,  and three 
ultrasound examinations 
to reduce pregnancy 
r isks and promote 
maternal and infant 
health. To assist infertile 
couples and reduce the 
financial burdens of 
in-vitro fertilization, 
the government has 
continued to expand 
subsidized infertility 
treatment programs. 
Taiwan also aims to 
create a breastfeeding-
friendly environment 
and provide preventive 
pediatric healthcare and 

health education.
What’s more, Taiwan 

has established a number 
of  prevent ion and 
management programs 
for noncommunicable 
diseases. For instance, 
programs targeting 
chronic  metabol ic 
diseases assist at-risk 
groups ,  p rov id ing 
services such as diet 
and exercise guidance 
as well as smoking 
and betel nut cessation 
information to empower 
people to take control of 
their own health. Such 
initiatives improve 
lives and reduce the 
prevalence of high 
blood pressure, high 
cholesterol, and high 
blood sugar, which often 
lead to chronic disease. 
Taiwan also supports 
the global fight against 
cancer and WHO’s 
goal of reducing cancer 
mortality 25 percent 
by 2025. In line with 
WHO’s Cervical Cancer 
Elimination Initiative, 
Taiwan subsidizes 
cervical screenings and 
human papillomavirus 
vaccinations.  HPV 
vaccines have been 
a d m i n i s t e r e d  t o 
female students aged 
12 to 15 since 2018. 
By December 2022, 
a coverage rate of 
92.1 percent had been 
achieved. 

I n n o v a t i v e 
t e c h n o l o g y  a n d 
u n i v e r s a l  h e a l t h 
coverage

Taiwan’s National 
Health Insurance (NHI) 
is a prime example 
of universal health 
coverage,  offering 
financial protection and 
access to a wide range of 
essential services. The 
COVID-19 pandemic 
helped the international 
community recognize 

the  importance of 
regional cooperation 
and digitization in 
healthcare. Taiwan is 
committed to promoting 
digi ta l  heal th  and 
innovation to enhance 
the accessibility and 
quality of healthcare 
services, including 
plans  fo r  a  nex t -
g e n e r a t i o n  N H I 
program. Taiwan has 
introduced innovative 
healthcare services, 

uti l izing real- t ime 
telehealth consultations 
for patients residing 
in remote areas and 
outlying islands, and is 
exploring applications 
for artificial intelligence 
and other emerging 
technologies. During 
the pandemic, Taiwan 
i s s u e d  1 3  e x p o r t 
licenses for its herbal 
formula NRICM101 
(Taiwan Chingguan 
Yihau) to help countries 
in the region combat the 
pandemic. Taiwan is 
currently implementing 
preventive measures for 
the postpandemic era, 
such as strengthening 
the domestic production 
of critical drugs and 
active pharmaceutical 
ingredients to avert 
future drug shortages. 
Understanding how 
important it is to work 
with the international 
community, Taiwan will 
further share innovative 
technologies and best 
practices with partners 
around the world to 
advance universa l 
health coverage.

Taiwan can help, 
and Taiwan is helping

Taiwan has not been 
invited to the World 
Health Assembly since 
2017. Now that the 
COVID-19 pandemic 
is abating and dialogue 
on strengthening health 
systems worldwide is 
accelerating, Taiwan 
should not be left out. 
Taiwan can help, and 
Taiwan’s inclusion 
w o u l d  m a k e  t h e 
world healthier, more 
sustainable, and more 
equitable.

Taiwan urges WHO 
a n d  a l l  r e l e v a n t 
stakeholders to support 
Taiwan’s inclusion in the 
World Health Assembly 
as an observer,  as 
well as Taiwan’s full 
participation in WHO 
meetings, mechanisms, 
and activities. Taiwan 
w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o 
work with the world 
to help ensure the 
fundamental right to 
health enshrined in the 
WHO Constitution. In 
the spirit of the SDGs, 
no country should be 
left behind—especially 
not Taiwan, which 
has made significant 
contributions to global 

Dr. Hsueh Jui-yuan
Minister of Health and Welfare
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Using marijuana may affect your ability to think and plan, study says
Remember those classic stoner dudes — Cheech 

and Chong, anyone? — spending their days 
in a weed-drenched room (or car), capable of little 
besides finding that next great high?

Weed can affect your ability to make decisions, 

solve problems and perform other cognitive 
functions, a study found.

Weed can affect your ability to make decisions, 
solve problems and perform other cognitive 
functions, a study found.

If you don’t, that’s not surprising. As more 
and more states move to legalize marijuana, the 
stereotypical mind-numbing effects of weed have 
become passé, often replaced by an acceptance of 
the drug as an acceptable way to socialize, relax and 
get better sleep.

But while society may have forgotten the impact 
that weed can have on the brain, science has not.

Studies have long shown that getting high can 
harm cognitive function. A January 2022 review of 
research, published in the journal Addiction, finds 
that impact may last well beyond the initial high, 
especially for adolescents.

“Our study enabled us to highlight several areas 
of cognition impaired by cannabis use, including 
problems concentrating and difficulties remembering 
and learning, which may have considerable impact 
on users’ daily lives,” said coauthor Dr. Alexandre 
Dumais, associate clinical professor of psychiatry at 
the University of Montreal.

“Cannabis use in youth may consequently lead 
to reduced educational attainment, and, in adults, 
to poor work performance and dangerous driving. 
These consequences may be worse in regular and 
heavy users,” Dumais said.

Vape teenager. Young pretty caucasian brunette 
girl smoking an electronic cigarette on the street in 
the spring. Deadly bad habit.

Vaping marijuana by teens doubles in last seven 
years, with potentially harmful consequences, study 
says

Weed’s impact on the brain can be particularly 
detrimental to cognitive development for youth, 
whose brains are still developing, said Dr. Megan 
Moreno, a professor of pediatrics at the University 
of Wisconsin School of Medicine and Public Health, 
who was not involved in the study.

“This study provides strong evidence for negative 
cognitive effects of cannabis use, and should be 
taken as critical evidence to prioritize prevention of 
cannabis use in youth,” Moreno said. “And contrary 
to the time of Cheech and Chong, we now know 
that the brain continues to develop through age 25.

“Parents should be aware that adolescents using 
cannabis are at risk for damage to their most 
important organ, their brain.”

Higher-level thinking
The January 2022 review looked at studies on 

over 43,000 people and found a negative impact of 
tetrahydrocannabinol or THC, the main psychoactive 
compound in cannabis, on the brain’s higher levels 
of thinking. Those executive functions include the 
ability to make decisions, remember important data, 
plan, organize and solve problems, as well as control 

emotions and behavior.
02 marijuana smoking STOCK
Uncontrollable vomiting due to marijuana use on 

rise, study finds
Can you recover or reverse those deficits? 

Scientists aren’t sure.
“Research has revealed 

that THC is a fat-soluble 
compound that may be 
stored in body fat and, thus, 
gradually released into the 
bloodstream for months,” 
Dumais said, adding that 
high-quality research is 
needed to establish the 
long-term impact of that 
exposure.

Some studies say the negative effects on the brain 
may ease after weed is discontinued, but that may 

also depend on the amount, frequency and years of 
marijuana use. The age in which weed use began 
may also play a role, if it falls within the crucial 
developmental period of the youthful brain.

“Thus far, the most consistent alterations produced 
by cannabis use, mostly its chronic use, during 
youth have been observed in the prefrontal cortex,” 
Dumais said. “Such alterations may potentially lead 
to a long-term disruption of cognitive and executive 
functions.”

In addition, some studies have shown that “early 
and frequent cannabis use in adolescence predicts 
poor cognition in adulthood,” he added.

While science sorts this out, “preventive and 
interventional measures to educate youths on 
cannabis use and discourage them from using the 
substance in a chronic manner should be considered 
… since youths remain particularly susceptible to the 
effects of cannabis,” Dumais said.
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Catacombs!

Qwerty Board!

The transparent 
front part of the 
eye  tha t  covers 
the iris and pupil 
is called Cornea. 
Cornea contributes 
a lot to the focus-
ing power of the 
eye. That means, 
light has to pass 
through it without 
obstruction. To do 
that it has to remain 
completely clear. 
Consequently, to 
remain transpar-
ent, it can’t have 
any impurities nor 
can i t  have any 
blood vessels – that 
would have made it 
less transparent.

E v e r y  o r g a n 
needs oxygen to run 
the cell processes 
with the energy that 

comes by oxidizing 
nutrients contained 
in the cells. To re-
ceive oxygen, they 
need to have access 
to blood. Since Cor-
nea does not have 
any blood vessels, 
i t  cannot receive 
oxygen from blood. 
So what does it do 
to stay alive?

It  absorbs oxy-
gen directly from 
the air through dif-
f u s i o n .  O x y g e n 
gets dissolved in 
the tears and then 
diffuses across the 
cornea. However, 
the amount of dif-
fused oxygen is so 
less that it is just 
enough for only the 
cornea cells. This 
can’t be supplied to 

Wait! Who says eyes breathe?

other parts of the 
body. And this is 
exactly the reason 
you would get your-
self killed if you 
plug your nose and 
your mouth, expect-
ing your eye would 
keep you alive by 
breathing in oxy-
gen.

In a sense, you 
could call it breath-
ing. But it isn’t ex-
actly ‘breathing’. 
Clearly, as the oxy-
gen received by cor-
nea doesn’t come 
from the mouth or 
nose and never goes 
through the lungs, 
it cannot be called 
breathing.

Let us consider 
the second possibil-
ity. At the inner cor-

ner of the eye there 
is a very thin tube 
that connects to the 
nose. Through this 
tube  (A.K.A the 
Punctum), your eye 
is able to drain off 
excess tears. Punc-
tum is the reason, 
you have to blow 
your nose when you 
cry. 

A l s o ,  y o u  c a n 
blow an extreme-
ly tiny volume air 
out of these cor-
ner eye holes. But, 
you can’t breathe in 
through them.

So although the 
cornea of your eye 
has the ability to ab-
sorb oxygen direct-
ly from the air, you 
cannot technically 
call it breathing.

<<<   >>>
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CONTRIBUTION OF HON. GILROY USHER TO 
THE 2023/2024  BUDGET DEBATE Part 11

By Hon. Gilroy Usher 

M A D A M 
S P E A K E R :  T h e 
Ministry of Transport 
is also participating 
in  a  pi lot   project 
with United Nations 
D e v e l o p m e n t 
P r o g r a m  ( U N D P ) 
t o  a d v i s e   t h e 
government on what 
t y p e s  o f  e l e c t r i c 
buses would be  most  
suitable for different 
parts of the country 
given the terrain in 
different areas.   

    The Transport 
Department is also 
working  wi th  San 
Pedro Town Board 
and  Caye  Caulker 
vi l lage  counci l  to 
find suitable ways to 
address the congestion 
in their  respect ive  
community with golf 
carts , taxi vans ,and 
other vehicles. 

 M A D A M 
S P E A K E R :  A m 
t h e r e f o r e   h a p p y 
to note that in this  
new budget  funds 
a r e  a l l o c a t e d  f o r 
t h e  c o n t i n u e d 
d e v e l o p m e n t  o f 
the  t r anspor ta t ion 
i n d u s t r y  i n  t h e  
coun t ry  inc lud ing 
the  r enova t ion  o f 
the Belize City Bus 
t e rmina l  t ha t  was 
severely damaged by 
Hurricane Lisa.  

M A D A M 
SPEAKER: Members 
on  t he  o the r  s i de 
love to talk about the 
importance of sports 
in providing necessary 
en te r ta inment  and 
teaching the youths 
l i fe  ski l ls  that  are 
important for them 
become law-abiding 
a n d  p r o d u c t i v e 
Belizeans. 

 We al l  agree on 
the  impor tance  of 
sports in achieving 
those two things. The 

problem is that when 
the now Opposition 
was in government 
for 13 long years, they 
only paid lip service 
to the development 
of  Spor t s .   Under 
their watch millions 
o f  d o l l a r s  f o r 
spor t ing  fac i l i t i e s 
were siphoned off in 
bloated contacts. 

 M A D A M 
S P E A K E R :  T h e 
r e s u l t  o f  t h a t 
corruption is on full 
display at the Marion 
Jones Stadium.  They 
s p e n t  m i l l i o n s  o f 
dol lars  on bloated 
contracts for the fence 
of the stadium but  
left the track and the 
main building itself 
incomplete. 

     This administration 
r e c o g n i z e s  t h e 
i m p o r t a n c e  o f 
spor t s  in  na t iona l 
development.

   That is why with 
funds from the current 
budget the Ministry of 
Sports  held the first 
national basketball 
t o u r n a m e n t  w i t h 
excellent prizes; that 
is why the National 
Sports Council (NSC 
)  i s  e n c o u r a g i n g 
the different sports 
o r g a n i z a t i o n s  t o 
r e g i s t e r  w i t h  t h e 
council   to enable 
it to  be of greater 
assis tance to them 
, a n d  t h a t  i s  w h y 
we have signed  an 
agreement  with Cuba 
for that country  to test 
samples from athletes  
who participate  in 
major sporting  events 
i n   B e l i z e .  T h a t 
agreement with Cuba   
to help ensure that no 
athlete has an unfair 
advantage by secretly 
t a k i n g  e n h a n c e d 
p e r f o r m a n c e 
substances or drugs 
that are banned. 

    The people have 
my word.  With the 
funds for sports in 
t h e  n e w  b u d g e t , 
everything wil l  be 
done to start making 
t h e  M a r i o n  J o n e s 
Stadium suitable for 
the various sports for 
which it was built as 
soon as possible. 

M A D A M 

S P E A K E R :  T h i s 
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  i s 
committed to making 
t he  Mar ion  Jones 
Stadium user friendly 
f o r  o u r  a t h l e t e s , 
because  when  we 
say everybody “fu 
win /todos ganamos” 
we mean everybody 
i n c l u d i n g  o u r 
athletes. 

M A D A M 
SPEAKER:  Youths 
are the future leaders 
of Belize. If they fail 
to prepare for that 
r e spons ib i l i ty  the 
entire nation will fail. 

    For that reason 
funds in the current 
B u d g e t  h a v e 
been  used  to  h i re 
competent personnel 
a n d  p u r c h a s e 
n e c e s s a r y  o f f i c e 
s u p p l i e s  t o  m a k e 
y o u t h s  i n c l u d i n g 
t h o s e  w h o  a r e  a t 
r isk  feel  welcome 
a t  t h e  o f f i c e s  o f 
the Department of 
Youth  Services  in 
both Belize City and 
Belmopan City and in 
the different towns. 

I n  e n g a g i n g 
t h e  y o u t h s ,  t h e 
D e p a r t m e n t  o f  
Youth Services offer 
youths skills training 
for three months at 
di fferent  job s i tes 
w i t h  a  s t i p e n d ; 
y o u t h s  a r e   a l s o 
offered counseling, 
and  a s s i s t ance  i n 
identifying suitable 
employmen t  a f t e r 
they have completed 
their training.  

 M A D A M 
SPEAKER: Recently 
the Department of 
Youth Services held 
an award ceremony 
at the Biltmore Plaza 
in over 15 fields for 
youths from all six 
districts. 

F u r t h e r m o r e  o n 
Wednesday March 
2 2 n d  M i n i s t e r 
Ferguson and I were 
i n  Roa r ing  Creek 
where we joined the 
police, the Chairman, 
and the leader of a 
church and charity 
organization as well 
as senior employees 
in  the Department 
of Youth Serves in 
visiting homes on both 

sides of the George 
Pr i ce  Highway  in 
Roaring Creek that 
has become a hotspot 
for crime including 
burglary ,gangs and 
murders. 

The purpose of the 
visit was to encourage 
the youths to stop the 
deadly violence in 
their community, and 
listen to the advice 
o f  t h e i r  p a r e n t s , 
teachers, and others, 
w h o  s e e  a  b r i g h t 
future  for  them i f 
they put  down the 
gun and other acts 
o f   c r i m i n a l i t y . 
T h e  y o u t h s  w e r e 
a l s o  e n c o u r a g e d 
t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n 
programs that will 
e n a b l e  t h e m  t o 
l e a r n  s k i l l s  t h a t 
a re  impor t an t  fo r 
securing employment 
or starting your own 
business. 

M A D A M 
SPEAKER: Out of 
that commitment to 
give at risk youths an 
opportunity to turn 
the i r  l ives  around 
for  the  bet ter,  the 
Department of Youth 
Services will  soon 
be hosting a camp in 
Mountain Pine Ridge 
for over fifty at risk 
youths. 

    It is hoped that 
by being away from 
negatives influences 
for  a  year,  youths 
will be able to reflect 
on what they want in 
life and start making 
decisions to be better 
persons in the society.

M A D A M 
S P E A K E R :  T h i s 
administration does 
n o t  o n l y  t e l l  t h e 
youths we care for 
them and love them. 
Throughout the year 
this administration 
supports those words 
b y  i m p l e m e n t i n g 
programs that truly 
empower youths to 
pursue their dreams 
in life. 

 That is why this new 
budget includes funds 
for the continuation 
of existing programs 
and new programs for 
youth empowerment. 

M A D A M 
S P E A K E R :  T h i s 

a d m i n i s t r a t i o n   
g o e s  t h e  e x t r a 
mile in supporting 
those  programs to 
encourage   at risk 
youths to turn their 
lives around    and be 
masters of their own 
destiny, because this 
administration truly 
believes everybody 
should  win  / todos 
ganamos including at 
risk youths.  

M A D A M 
S P E A K E R :  T h e 
first budget of this 
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n 
covered fiscal year 
April 2021  to April 
2022.  A significant 
portion of that first 
budget was used to 
tu rn  the  economy 
a r o u n d  a f t e r  t h e 
devastating COVID 
and   13 years of UDP 
mismanagement and 
massive corruption. 

M A D A M 
SPEAKER:   Since 
t h a t  t i m e  t h i s 
administration 

** gave over 60,000 
persons  a  he lp ing 
h a n d  i n  e s c a p i n g 
poverty by increasing 
the minimum wage  
by over  50% from 
$3.30  per  hour  to 
$5.00 per hour.

** made over  five 
thousand persons first 
t i m e  l a n d  o w n e r s 
including many single 
mothers 

And 
**bui l t  over  250 

c o n c r e t e  s t a r t e r 
homes  fo r  ma in ly 
s i n g l e  p a r e n t s  a t 
the very affordable 
mortgage  price of 
only $25.00 per week 
or $100.00 monthly 
for ten years.  

M A D A M 
S P E A K E R :  Wi t h 
only  two budgets , 
this administration 
also upgraded and 
bu i l t    m i l e s  and 
mi l e s  o f  roads  in 
v e r y  c o m m u n i t y 
t h r o u g h o u t  t h e 
country.

M A D A M 
S P E A K E R :   I n 
e n a b l i n g  A r e a 
Representatives to be 
of greater service to 
their constituencies, 
this administration 
i n t r o d u c e d  t h e 

monthly Community 
Development Fund 
(CDF) from the start 
of the current Budget 
f o r  a l l  m e m b e r s 
o f  t h e  H o u s e  o f 
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s , 
inc luding the  f ive 
m e m b e r s  o f  t h e 
Opposition, and it has 
ensured inclusion of 
the CDF in this new 
Budget. 

 When the members 
on the other side were 
in  government  for 
13 years ,  no  such 
assistance was given 
to the members of 
the Opposition in the 
House. 

 T h i s  h o w e v e r 
i s  a  d i f f e r e n t 
administration.

**  Th i s  Br iceño 
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n 
shows it  cares for 
the concerns of all 
Belizeans by action. 
That is why it also 
g ives  t he  CDF to 
all members of the 
Opposi t ion in  this 
House.   

M A D A M 
SPEAKER :  In  i t s 
f i r s t  t w o  b u d g e t s 
this administration 
a )  g a v e  h u n d r e d s 
of education grants 
and scholarships to 
ordinary Belizeans to 
enable them to further 
their education and 
pursue their dreams 
i n  l i f e   a n d  b ) 
reduced the rate of  
unemployment from 
over 15% when the 
Opposition was voted 
out of office to only 
5% unemployment 
t o d a y  a s  v e r i f i e d 
by  t he  S t a t i s t i c a l  
Institute  of Belize 
(SIB). 

To be continued 
next week

Disc la imer :  the 
opinions expressed 
by our columnists 
are theirs alone, and 
are not necessarily 
re f l e c t i v e  o f  t h e 
newspaper’s stance 
o n  t h e  i s s u e s 
touched. We believe 
i t  i s  cr i t ica l  that 
our columnists be 
allowed freedom to 
generate discussion 
t h r o u g h  t h e i r 
expressions on any 
number of topics.
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Belize Observes World IP Day 2023
By Javan Flowers

Belize observes 
W o r l d 

Intellectual Property 
(IP) Day under the 
theme “Women and 
I P :  A c c e l e r a t i n g 
i n n o v a t i o n  a n d 
creativity.” 

The event is geared 
towards celebrating 
t h e  “ c a n  d o ” 
at t i tude of  women 
inventors, creators, 
and  en t repreneurs 
around the world and 
their groundbreaking 
work.

T h e  W o r l d 
Intellectual Property 
Organization (WIPO) 
in 2000 designated 
a n  a n n u a l  Wo r l d 
IP Day to  address 
the  perce ived  gap 
b e t w e e n  I P  a s  a 
b u s i n e s s / l e g a l 

c o n c e p t  a n d  i t s 
relevance to people’s 
lives. 

Women make  up 
near ly  ha l f  o f  the 
global  populat ion, 
a p p r o x i m a t e l y 
4 9 . 5 8 % ,  a n d 
r ep resen t  an  even 
larger pool of talent, 
w h i c h  r e m a i n s 
l a rg e l y  u n t a p p e d . 
W o m e n  i n  a l l 
regions are shaping 
the  wor ld  through 
the i r  imagina t ion , 
ingenuity, and hard 
w o r k ,  b u t  o f t e n 
f a c e  s i g n i f i c a n t 
c h a l l e n g e s  i n 
a c c e s s i n g  t h e 
knowledge,  ski l l s , 
r e s o u r c e s ,  a n d 
support they need to 
thrive.

T h e  B e l i z e 
Intellectual Property 
Office’s (BELIPO) 
goa l  i s  to  bu i ld  a 
modern  IP sys tem 
t h a t  v a l u e s  a n d 
protects the vibrant 
creative culture of 
Belize. In achieving 

this  goal ,  BELIPO 
aims to promote the 
development of more 
inclusive and diverse 
I P  e c o s y s t e m s 
t h a t  a c c e l e r a t e 
i n n o v a t i o n , 
c r e a t i v i t y ,  a n d 
business growth for 
the benefit of all. In 
add i t ion ,  BELIPO 
hopes to encourage 
B e l i z e a n  w o m e n 
inventors, creators, 
and  en t repreneurs 
to  t ap  in to  the  IP 
system.

In celebrat ion of 
World IP Day 2023, 
B E L I P O ,  u n d e r 
the auspices of the 
Attorney General’s 
Ministry, hosted the 
f o l l o w i n g  e v e n t s : 
a )  A p p l i c a t i o n 
A s s i s t a n c e /
Consu l ta t ion  Day, 
w h e r e  w o m e n 
e n t r e p r e n e u r s 
visited BELIPO for 
a free consultation 
and discount on all 
a p p l i c a t i o n s  a n d 
copyright deposits. 

CLASSIFIED ADS
VACANCY: A vacancy exists for Warehouse Supervi-

sor at Cosmetic Corner. Please Call: 227-0145 for more 
information. 

TWO APARTMENTS FOR RENT:  UPPER FLAT - 
Single bedroom concrete walls and floor. Hot and cold water 
& Internet. Electricity and water are separate. LOWER 
FLAT - Single bedroom,spacious living room and kitchen. 
Secure with concrete walls and floor. Hot and cold water 
& Internet. Electricity and water are separate. Kitchen sink 
installed. Located at the corner West and Allenby Streets, 
Southside Belize City. Please Call 672-4454 or 227- 2503 
for more details or for viewing opportunity.

LIQUOR LICENSE NOTICE:  Notice is 
hereby given that Shamera & Jorge Chi of 
Corner Victoria & Mossiah Street, San Ignacio, 
Cayo District is hereby applying for a Restaurant 
Liquor License for Belize Local Likes situated 
Corner Victoria & Mossiah Street, San Ignacio, 
Cayo District  for the year 2023. Under the 
Intoxicating Liquors Act Revised Edition of 2000.

Lost Registration Application: The original Cer-
tificate No. BPA-A12629 of year 2010 and Registration 
Number OW-0033 for a black hull with gold stripe & 
white deck 30ft. fiberglass boat, vessel name King Of 
The Rats belonging to Errol G. Cadle of #1 San Victor 
Street, Orange Walk Town have been reported lost. A new 
registration certificate has been required under Part III of 
Harbours & Merchants Shipping Act, Chapter 234 of the 
Consolidated Laws of Belize (Revised Edition 2000) has 
been requested. 
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Global conservative 
Anglican leaders with-
drew their recognition 
Saturday of the Church of 
England and Archbishop 
of Canterbury, Justin Wel-
by, as its leader, amid disa-
greements about blessing 
same-sex couples.

The primates an-
nounced the move at the 
fourth Global Anglican 
Future Conference (GAF-
CON), which ended this 
weekend in Rwanda’s 
capital of Kigali.

The Kigali commitment 
issued at the end of the 
weeklong conference re-
flected a consensus among 
Anglican conservatives, 
with a majority from Af-
rica and the Global South.

“We have no confi-
dence that the Archbishop 
of Canterbury nor the 
other instruments of com-

munion led by him are 
able to provide a godly 
way forward that will 
be acceptable to those 
who are committed to 
the truthfulness, clar-
ity, sufficiency and au-
thority of scripture,” 
the primates said in a 
statement.

The primates ac-
cused successive arch-
bishops of Canterbury 
of failing to guard the 
faith by “inviting bish-
ops to Lambeth (of-
ficial residence of the 
Archbishop of Canter-
bury), who have em-
braced or promoted 
practices contrary to 
scripture.”

This  fa i lure  of 
church discipline, the 
primates said, has been 
compounded by the 
current Archbishop 

Conservative Anglicans split with Church of 
England over same-sex marriages

of Canterbury who has 
welcomed the provision 
of liturgical resources to 
bless practices contrary 
to scripture.

“This renders his lead-
ership role in the Angli-
can Communion entirely 
indefensible,” it said.

The clerics expressed 
their hard stance during 
the conference.

Archbishop  Ben 
Kwashi of Nigeria, de-
scribed as “troubling 
for many Anglicans” 
the Church of England’s 
new move on civil mar-
riages, while Archbishop 
Laurent Mbanda from 
Rwanda and newly-
elected chairman of 
GAFCON, told Anadolu 
the Bible should remain 
the center of reference.

American primate 
Foley Beach, GAF-

CON’s outgoing chair-
man, said Welby and the 
bishops he leads need 
prayers.

“You and I must repent 
and we become Chris-
tians again and we follow 
Jesus Christ,” he said.

For the first time, the 
Church of England, 
which is led by Welby, 
approved in February, 
prayers of blessing for 
gay couples -- a move 
strongly criticized by 
conservatives.

While Welby has pre-
viously acknowledged 
“deep disagreement” 
among the provinces 
and urged the different 
factions to try to “walk 
together,” the Kigali 
commitment said they 
“reject the claim that two 
contradictory positions 
can both be valid in mat-

ters affecting salvation.”
The primates repre-

senting the overwhelm-
ing 85% of global An-
glicans demanded that 
Welby repent “for lead-
ing the Church of Eng-
land away from biblical 
orthodoxy.”

“We have recognized 
that the Archbishop of 
Canterbury has abdi-
cated his historic place as 
the “First among Equals” 
among the primates and 
Churches of the Angli-
can Communion, and we 
no longer recognize him 
as our leader,” said Arch-
bishop Stephen Samuel 
Kaziimba Mugalu of the 
Church of Uganda.

In view of the current 
crisis, GAFCON prom-
ised it will continue to 
support those who are 
unable to remain in the 

Church of England be-
cause of the failure of its 
leadership.

GAFCON pledged to 
create alternative author-
ity structures.

GAFCON began in 
2008 to advocate or-
thodoxy in the global 
Anglican Communion. 
It takes place every five 
years.

About 1,300 Anglican 
leaders from more than 
50 countries attended the 
conference.

The incumbent Arch-
bishop of Canterbury 
has served as the spir-
itual leader of the An-
glican Communion 
since its formation in 
1867. Though with no 
formal power, he was 
taken as the “First among 
Equals.”

Anadolu Agency

4 people found dead near 
a hotel in Cancun

Four people were 
found dead near a hotel 
in Cancun on Monday, 
according to Mexican of-
ficials, the latest bout of 
violence in the popular 
tourist destination.

Two people have been 
arrested for their pos-
sible involvement in the 
deaths of four people, 
according to the attorney 
general of the state of 
Quintana Roo.

All of the deceased 
are Mexicans, said José 
Pablo Mathey Cruz, the 
secretary of public se-
curity of Benito Juárez, 
the municipality where 
Cancun is located.

He said the suspects 
are allegedly engaged 
in the sale and distribu-
tion of narcotics, adding 
that footage from local 
security cameras and 
the joint work of local 
authorities helped lead 
to their arrest.

The prosecutor’s of-
fice confirmed earlier on 
Monday that three peo-
ple had been found dead 
and an investigation was 
opened. Later, the office 
said they found a fourth 
body.

The Mexican state of 
Guerrero, where Taxco is 

pictured, is one of six 
states in the country 
with a “do not travel” 
advisory.

The security situ-
ation in Cancun has 
deteriorated in recent 
years. In 2021, the 
Mexican government 
said the National 
Guard would per-
manently deploy to 
Cancun and its sur-
rounding area follow-
ing a rise in violence 
there linked to organ-
ized crime.

The US State De-
par tment  advises 
travelers to “exercise 
increased caution due 
to crime and kidnap-
ping” in the state of 
Quintana Roo. The 
advisory says that vio-
lence and criminal 
activity may occur 
anywhere, “includ-
ing in popular tourist 
destinations.”

“Travelers should 
maintain a high level 
of situational aware-
ness,  avoid areas 
where illicit activities 
occur, and promptly 
depart from poten-
tially dangerous situ-
ations,” the advisory 
warns.

Honduras gang violence at ‘war-like levels’ - NGO
People living in 

Honduras are facing 
“war-like levels 
of violence”, the 
Norwegian Refugee 
Council (NRC) has 
warned.

During a visit to 
the Central American 
country, the 
organisation’s head 
Jan Egeland spoke 
to “people whose 
suffering was on the 
level with what you 
would find in any 
armed conflict”.

Entire communities 
were being forcibly 
displaced by gangs, 
he said.

He urged 
governments around 
the world not to 
neglect the crisis.

Mr Egeland said 
that the number 
of killings in 
Honduras - as well 
as in neighbouring 
Guatemala and El 
Salvador - was on par 
with that in armed 
conflicts, turning 
thousands of people 
into refugees.

Women in 
particular often 
become victims of 
sexual violence and 
femicides there, with 
an average of one 

woman murdered 
every 28 hours.

Children are not 
immune to gang 
violence either. Mr 
Egeland told the 

BBC that he visited 
a school in the city of 
La Lima, which had 
seen student numbers 
drop from 5,000 to 
1,200 over the past 
five years.

E i g h t - y e a r - o l d 
Derek is buying pens 
and books with his 
mother in a shop in 
San Pedro Sula, as 
he prepares to restart 
following a period 
where he was not able 
to attend school

“There’s been a 
catastrophic drop 

out. Students either 
migrate north [to the 
US] or they are too 
afraid to even attend 
school, they stay 
home out of fear of 

being recruited by 
armed gangs.”

He said he had met 
one family whose 
13-year-old son had 
been approached by 
a gang.

When the father 
forbade the boy to 
join, the family was 
given 24 hours to 
leave their home.

“They went into 
hiding with the 
NRC,” Mr Egeland, 
whose organisation 
provides shelters 
for those fleeing 

violence as well as 
funding for schools, 
said.

Many pupils, he 
explained, could 
not afford to attend 
classes because their 
families relied on 
them to go out to earn 
money for food.

While Honduras 
has long been 
suffering from wide-
spread gang violence, 
many people there 
have also contended 
with the aftermath 
of two almost back-
to-back hurricanes 
that hit in November 
2020.

According to the 
NRC, 3.2m people 
are in need of aid in 
Honduras alone, with 
many requiring both 
protection and food 
assistance.  

Mr Egeland 
praised the Honduran 
government for 
introducing a law 
supporting internally 
displaced people, 
but he warned that 
this legislation 
needed “financial 
and diplomatic 
support from the 
outside world” to 
be implemented 
effectively.
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