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Kareem Martinez sentenced to 18 years in prison

Former Corporal Kareem Martinez Former Corporal Kareem Martinez Laddie GillettLaddie Gillett

By Javan Flowers

Fоrmеr Соrроrаl 
о f  Р о l і с е 

Каrееm Маrtіnеz was 
sentenced to 18 years 
in prison after being 
fоund guіltу, bу Јuѕtісе 
Аntоіnеttе Мооrе, оf 
thе mаnѕlаughtеr оf 
14-уеаr-оld Lаddіе 
Gіllеtt.

І n  h е r  А р r і l 
ј udgmеn t ,  Јu ѕ t і с е 
Мооrе  fоund  thа t 
nеіthеr Маrtіnеz nоr 
аnу оf thе оffісеrѕ 
рrеѕеn t  thа t  n іgh t 
hаd аnу lеgаl ground 
tо  ѕuѕре с t  Gі l l е t t 
о f  с о m m і t t і n g  о r 
b е і n g  а b о u t  t о 
соmmіt а сrіmе, оr 
о thеrwіѕе  bе іng  а 
рublіс nuіѕаnсе, аnd, 
thеrеfоrе, оf nо 

Pg. 2

$90M loan for new hospital; LOO says 
GOB should improve current facilities first

Prime Minister Hon. John Briceno (top) and  Hon. Moses BarrowPrime Minister Hon. John Briceno (top) and  Hon. Moses Barrow

By Javan Flowers

The Government 
o f  B e l i z e  i s 

preparing to construct 
a $90 million tertiary-

l e v e l  h o s p i t a l  i n 
B e l m o p a n ,  b u t 
the  Leader  of  the 
O p p o s i t i o n  s a y s 
current public-health 
facilities should have 

received those funds.
The funds for the 

construction of the 
state-of-the-art facility 
are being provided 

Pg. 2

CWU: PBL remains unwilling 
to honor Tribunal's decision

By Javan Flowers

Th e  C h r i s t i a n 
Workers Union 

(CWU), in their latest 
p r e s s  c o n f e r e n c e 
he ld  th is  week,  i s 
s t i l l  a t  odds  w i th 
the  Port  of  Bel ize 
Ltd (PBL), as PBL 
remains  unwi l l ing 
to honor the ruling 
o f  t h e  E s s e n t i a l 
Services Arbitration 
Tribunal.

The  CWU,  PBL, 
a n d  t h e  M i n i s t r y 

CWU Special Advisor Mose HydeCWU Special Advisor Mose Hyde

of Labor convened 
o n  M a y  1 1 t h , 
2023, to commence 
negot ia t ions  for  a 
s u g a r  r e d u n d a n c y 
p a c k a g e  f o r 
s t e v e d o r e s .  T h e 
conclusion of  said 
meeting saw CWU 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s , 
w h i l e  m u t e  o n 
d e t a i l s ,  e m e r g e 
optimistic that  the 
meeting's discourse 
s aw  a  s t ep  i n  t he 
direction of resolving 

the loggerhead that 
waterfront workers 
are facing with their 
employer. 

It  has since been 
two weeks since that 
convening, and the 
C W U s  o p t i m i s m 
has turned into utter 
p e s s i m i s m  d u e  t o 
the realization that 
t h e  d i s c u s s i o n s 
h e l d  b e t w e e n  t h e 
CWU and PBL were 
pointless.

Pg. 2
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Belize with her low coastline, 
in many places only an inch 
or so above sea-level, and 

her 450 islands big and small islands, 
have become a target of climate 
change .  Warmer  t empera tu res , 
stronger storms and melting glaciers 
will cause problems of erosion and 
immersion not seen before. 

B e l i z e  h a s  t w o  h i g h - p r o f i l e 
e n v i r o n m e n t a l  p r o b l e m s :  t h e 
sh r ink ing  pe r ime te r  o f  Goff ’s 
Caye nine miles offshore, and the 
disappearing coastline of Monkey 
River village in Toledo.

In Monkey River the beach erosion 
has been severe, resulting in the 
loss of several feet of coastline, and 
Goff’s Caye has shrunk to about half 
of its original size.

B u t  d u e  t o  t h e  r e m a r k a b l e 
work of Mr. Ewarth Garbutt, the 
encroachments  by the sea have 
been halted in Monkey River, and 
what remains of the coastline has 
been saved, thanks to a rescue plan 
which involved the placement of a 
rock embankment to stabilize the 
shifting sand. 

This involved bringing in rocks 
by sea, hand-placing them in water 
that was knee-deep and encasing 
the rock rampart with wire mesh. 
The people of Monkey River have 
lost their beautiful beach, but they 
now know that their homes are high 
and dry.

At Goff ’s Caye a new approach 
was introduced by the planting of 
mangrove propagules or seedlings in 
the shallow water. If the mangroves 
survive the sea surges, they will 
stabilize the shifting sand and the 
beach will regenerate itself with 
time.

These are measures to prevent 
erosion, but they are not measures 
that can counteract against rising 
sea levels. That is a problem which 
requires a global approach.

Still, we are grateful to Mr.Garbutt 
and the people who work with him, 
and to the volunteers who go out to 
plant mangrove seedlings at Goff’s 
Caye, sadly aware that her sister 
caye, the deceased Sargeant’s Caye, 
is no more. These efforts inspire us 
and remind us that men and women 
are still to some extent, the masters 
of their fate and the captains of their 
souls.

B r a v o  M r .  G i l l e t t ,  f o r  h i s 
reconstructive work in preserving 
Monkey River Village. We believe 
that Monkey River has a story to 
tell - a story of the endurance of the 
human spirit.

Kareem Martinez sentenced 
to 18 years in prison

Cont’d from pg. 1

lаwful аuthоrіtу tо 
uѕе јuѕtіfіаblе аnd 
dеаdlу fоrсе аgаіnѕt 
hіm. Ѕhе аlѕо fаultеd 
t hе і r  hаnd l іng  о f 
G і l l е t t ’ ѕ  f r і е n d 
Тhоmаѕ Раlасіо, thе 
kеу wіtnеѕѕ іn thе 
саѕе.

A s  h a s  b e e n 
r e p o r t e d ,  L a d d i e 
Gillett and a friend 
were running home 
t o  b e a t  c u r f e w. 
Along the route, they 
e n c o u n t e r e d  t w o 
persons dressed in 

dark attire. One of 
the two persons is 
alleged to be then-
police officer Kareem 
Martinez, who, at the 
time of the incident, 
a l o n g  w i t h  h i s 
fellow officer, were 
reportedly responding 
to a complaint by a 
resort on the peninsula 
that the establishment 
had been burglarized.

D u r i n g  t h e 
encounter, Gillett and 
his friend, fearing the 
men had ill intent, took 
off. This apparently 
resulted in one of the 

men, suspected to be 
Kareem Mart inez , 
reacting by firing a 
single shot, ending 
Laddie’s life. Laddie 
was rushed to  the 
Placencia Polyclinic 
but was already dead 
when he arrived there.

M a r t i n e z  w a s 
t h e n  a r r a i g n e d 
i n  t h e  B e l m o p a n 
Magistrate’s Court, 
where he was charged 
with one count  of 
m a n s l a u g h t e r  f o r 
Gillett’s death and 
released on bail of 
$8,000. 

T h i s  i n c i d e n t 
spurred outcry against 
the police department 
and the  cont inued 
instance of officers 
using excessive force. 
T h i s  c r e a t e d  t h e 
“Justice for Laddie” 
m o v e m e n t ,  w h i c h 
continues to receive 
much support from 
Belizeans nationwide.

М а r t і n е z  а n d 
а t t о r n е у  О ѕ с а r 
Ѕ е l g а d о  р l а n  а n 
арреаl, whіlе Gіllеtt’ѕ 
fаmіlу соntіnuеѕ tо 
рrеѕѕ fоr роlісе аnd 
lеgаl rеfоrm.

$90M loan for new hospital; LOO says GOB 
should improve current facilities

Cont’d from pg. 1
by the Saudi Fund 

fo r  Deve lopmen t , 
through a loan at a two 
percent concessionary 
rate. Prime Minister 
J o h n  B r i c e ñ o 
explained the need 
for the construction 
of the hospital during 
t h e  l a t e s t  s i t t i n g 
o f  t h e  H o u s e  o f 
Representatives. 

“Belize’s national 
referral hospital, the 
Karl Heusner Memorial 
Hospital (KHMH), 

was built over 30 years 
ago. [Thus] I don’t 
think anyone needs 
to be convinced that 
the KHMH no longer 
at its best to meet 
increasing demands 
at both national and 
regional level.”

In his rebuttal in 
P a r l i a m e n t ,  H o n . 
M o s e s  “ S h y n e ” 
Barrow lambasted the 
motion, stressing that 
the public health sector 
is in desperate need of 
investments towards 
equipment that will 

i m p r o v e  s e r v i c e s 
across the country. 

“We live in a country 
w h e r e  o u r  p u b l i c 
health facility, KHMH, 
Southern Regional, 
We s t e r n  R e g i o n , 
N o r t h e r n  R e g i o n , 
[lacks] the minimum 
essential equipment 
items needed to treat 
patients and we, as 
a government, [will] 
borrow ninety million 
dol lars  to  bui ld  a 
hundred and fifty-bed 
facility, to do what?” 
challenged Barrow. 
“We need to invest 
to in public health 
care facilities that we 
currently have.”

He cont inued by 
asserting that medical 
practitioners that he 
consulted are clamoring 
for the upgrade of their 
health facilities and 

not a new building 
in Belmopan. “That 
is what the people of 
Belize and the medical 
practitioners are crying 
for… Fix the problem 
we have at KHMH; fix 
the problem that we 
have at the other public 
health facilities. We 
have a public health 
facility right here in 
Belmopan. So why 
not get the money 
and invest in what we 
have.”

Last year, healthcare 
workers  p ro tes ted 
in an effort to vent 
t h e i r  c o n c e r n s 
regarding the realities 
medical practitioners 
faced dai ly.  News 
c o n s u m e r s  w o u l d 
recall the complaints 
ranging from shortages 
o f  e q u i p m e n t , 
medications, and more. 

PBL remains unwilling to 
honor Tribunal's decision
Cont’d from pg. 1

A t  t h e  p r e s s 
c o n f e r e n c e  h e l d , 
Mose Hyde, CWUs 
S p e c i a l  A d v i s o r , 
a s se r t ed  tha t  PBL 
r e f u s e s  t o  h o n o r 
the decision of the 
Essent ia l  Services 
Arbitration Tribunal.

"What I want to do 
is just to kind of go 
back to that moment 
t o  s a y  t h a t  [ t h e ] 
meeting came out of 
a letter written to us 
from PBL in which 
they indicated that 
they  were  wi l l ing 
to  ge t  a round  the 
table to comply with 
t h e  E S AT r u l i n g . 
And so, as you can 
expect, we were very 
encouraged by that 
and  had  a  ce r t a in 
level of expectations 
that we would start 
to have a meaningful 
dialogue," Hyde said.

He then proceeded 

to explain that the 
o u t c o m e  o f  t h e 
m e e t i n g  s a w  t h e 
Minis t ry  of  Labor 
t e l l i n g  P B L t h a t 
t h e y  h a d  a  f i x e d 
d a t e  t o  n e g o t i a t e 
and then present a 
counterproposal to 
the CWU. However, 
a f te r  the  deadl ine 
expired, Hyde noted 
t h a t  P B L s i m p l y 
sent a copy of their 
o r i g i n a l  p o s i t i o n 
without complying 
wi th  the  d i rec t ive 
they were given.  

In  r e sponse ,  t he 
Minis t ry  of  Labor 
responded to PBLs 
position and ordered 
t h a t  t h e y  c o m p l y 
with the letter. This 
then prompted PBL, 
in a more "aggressive 
manner," to flat-out 
refuse  the  request 
whi le  mainta in ing 
t h e i r  h a r d l i n e 
position.
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BGLL proceeds to bolster NHI, sports, and education
By Javan Flowers

The Government 
of  Bel ize has 

a n n o u n c e d  t h a t 
Belize Government 
Lotteries Ltd (BGLL), 
a government-owned 
company, will manage 
the nightly Boledo 
draw and the weekly 
Sunday lottery.

In the latest House 
m e e t i n g ,  P r i m e 
Minister Hon. John 
B r i c e ñ o  d e t a i l e d 
that BGLL will be 
required to promote, 

conduct, and manage 
lottery schemes and 
distribute earnings 
from the lotteries.

The profit generated 
from the lotteries will 
then be administered 
to the National Health 
Insurance (NHI) and 
to the official Charities 
Fund, which could 
then direct money to 
programs under the 
Ministries of Youth-
Sports and Education.

A b o v e  a l l  e l s e , 
Briceño stressed that 

BGLL is to ensure that 
the service provided 
is “of international 
industry standards 
and in compliance 
wi th  the  lo t te r ies 
license conditions and 
respective laws."

According to the 
government, it was 
the violation of these 
" c o n d i t i o n s  a n d 
respective laws" that 
led  the  Licens ing 
C o m m i t t e e ,  i n 
citing material and 
substantial breaches 

Prime Minister Hon. John Briceño

of the conditions of the 
exclusive license, to 
effectively terminate 
the exclusive contract 
g r a n t e d  t o  B r a d s 
Gaming Group Ltd 
(BGGL). 

In  protes t  of  the 
termination, BGGL 
released a statement 
not ing ,  "Not  once 
has any Government 
compla ined  abou t 
the revenue stream 
received, which was 
o v e r  $ 4 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0 
per year plus profit-
sharing."

T h e  s t a t e m e n t 
further highlighted 
BGGL's compliance in 
its annual audits which 
in turn are handed 
over to GOB, thus 
leaving any suggestion 
of the company not 
b e i n g  t r a n s p a r e n t 
with its finances as 
"inaccurate."

H o w e v e r ,  w h i l e 
BGGL maintains that 
p o s i t i o n ,  B r i c e ñ o 
asserted that  there 
was minimal oversight 
a n d  r e p o r t i n g  o n 
exact earnings being 
recorded by BGGL. 
"In 2021 when we 
wrote the first letter, [in 
August], the Lotteries 
Commission wrote the 
first letter asking for 
information. All of 
sudden, sales [went] 
from $18.7 million to 
$43.8 million. Because 
of what has happened, 
they realized that if 
they don't keep up to 
what is being asked 
of them, they could 
eventually lose the 
contract."

B r i c e ñ o  t h e n 
revealed that  over 
the two years that his 

administrat ion has 
been in power, BGGL 
r e p o r t e d  $ 1 2 5 . 6 
mill ion in sales,  a 
sharp contrast to the 
128.6 million dollars 
reported over ten years 
under the then Barrow 
Administration.

Interestingly, last 
year BGGL brought 
forth a lawsuit against 
GOB for trying to "tax 
the company out of 
bus iness"  wi th  i t s 
implementat ion of 
Statutory Instrument 
(SI) 51 of 2022 aimed 
to plaster a 12.5% 
lottery tax on boledo, 
lottery, and jackpot.

S i n c e  t h e 
termination, BGGL 
has expressed that it 
will not seek court 
action to regain its 
l i cense  bu t  ra ther 
"pursue other remedies 
it may be entitled to" 
which could mean 
millions of dollars 
in potential damages 
being rewarded to 
BGGL.

The Leader of the 
O p p o s i t i o n  H o n . 
M o s e s  “ S h y n e ” 
Barrow also expressed 
his concern regarding 
the potential damages 
t h a t  B G G L c o u l d 
receive. "If you have 
a  l ega l l y  b ind ing 
agreement, then you 
expose the Belizean 
taxpayers to litigation 
and  damages .  So , 
e s p e c i a l l y  w h e n 
you listen to those 
n u m b e r s ,  s o  t h a t 
means  t ha t  B rads 
Boledo will be taking 
the government  to 
court for $50 million 
in annual revenues."

CLASSIFIED ADS
APARTMENT FOR RENT:  Lower Flat - Two bedrooms, concrete walls and floor, fully 

tiled. Living room and small kitchen. Electricity and water separate. Located one lot from corner 
King and George Streets, Southside, Belize City. Please call 623-4571 for more details or 
viewing opportunity.
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by Dominic Dybala

Belize is in the 
m i d s t  o f  a 

period of potential 
c o n s t i t u t i o n a l 
r e f o r m a t i o n  o r 
revolution, for good 
or ill.  Having read 
the Constitution, we 
wholeheartedly agree 
that certain changes 
a r e  w a r r a n t e d . 
I t  i s  fu l l  o f  l ega l 
jargon di ff icul t  to 
u n d e r s t a n d ,  a n d 
should be clarified 
and simplified. But 
w e  m u s t  b e  v e r y 
careful!

Beware of the false 
premise that old is 
bad and new is good. 
Stability is a virtue in 
government, equally 
vital to the wellbeing 
o f  a  n a t i o n  a s 
adaptability. It would 
be irresponsible to 
encourage the people 
of Belize to tear down 
t h e i r  c o n s t i t u t i o n 
w h i c h  s a t i s f i e d 
George Price himself 
and has well-served 
the country for 40 
years,  in exchange 
for a new constitution 

which has  not  ye t 
been articulated or 
presented for open 
deliberation. 

L e t ’ s  n o t  t a k e 
d o w n  a  f e n c e 
w i t h o u t  k n o w i n g 
why it was first put 
u p .  E n c o u r a g i n g 
young Belizeans to 
be dissatisfied and 
frustrated with their 
constitution is not the 
way to form patriots. 

M e x i c o  h a s 
had  th ree  o ff i c i a l 
c o n s t i t u t i o n s  a n d 
more unofficial ones 
and  a t  l eas t  th ree 
civil wars to go along 
wi th  them.  In  the 
Revolutionary years 
1791-1804, France 
had no less than six 
cons t i tu t ions ,  and 
has had f ive since 
then. Are these the 
role models that the 
PCC and the nation 
o f  Be l i ze  wish  to 
emulate? Sir Edmund 
Burke’s Reflections 
on the Revolution in 
France are apropos: 
“ [ Y ] o u  p o s s e s s e d 
in  some par t s  the 

walls and in all the 
f o u n d a t i o n s  o f  a 
noble and venerable 
cas t l e .  You  migh t 
have repaired those 
w a l l s ;  y o u  m i g h t 
have built on those 
old foundations. … 
You had  a l l  these 
advantages in your 
ancient  states,  but 
you chose to act as 
i f  y o u  h a d  n e v e r 
been moulded into 
civil society and had 
everything to begin 
anew. You began ill, 
because you began by 
despising everything 
t h a t  b e l o n g e d  t o 
you.”

T h e  B e l i z e 
C o n s t i t u t i o n  i s  a 
standard to be striven 
to be met, amended 
perhaps, but not to be 
exchanged for a new 
one. I pray the PCC 
and  a l l  Be l i zeans 
who love democracy, 
G o d ,  a n d  t h e i r 
country, consider the 
following reflections 
for the good of the 
nation.

First, the people 

A Reflection on the People’s 
Constitutional Commission

Cont’d on pg. 13
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By Javan Flowers

A n u m b e r  o f 
B e l i z e a n s , 

amongst thousands 
o f  r e f u g e e s  f r o m 
other countries, are 
lined up and camped 
out on the Mexican 
s i d e  o f  t h e  U S 
border, desperate to 
seek asylum. 

I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
r e p o r t s  s u g g e s t 
tha t  an  inordinate 

number of refugees 
f rom Cen t r a l  and 
South America and 
the  Car ibbean are 
camping out on the 
M e x i c a n  s i d e  o f 
the border with the 
US hoping to seek 
asylum from poverty, 
persecution, climate 
change, hunger, and 
gang warfare.

T h o u g h ,  n o w 
t h a t  Ti t l e  4 2  h a s 

b e e n  l i f t e d ,  t h e 
US government  i s 
r e tu rn ing  to  Ti t l e 
8, which Homeland 
S e c u r i t y  o f f i c i a l s 
warn could pose more 
severe consequences 
for immigrants found 
to be entering the US 
illegally. 

Ti t le  42  a l lowed 
border  au thor i t i e s 
t o  s w i f t l y  t u r n 
a w a y  m i g r a n t s 

encountered at  the 
US-Mexico border 
to prevent the spread 
of COVID-19, thus, 
depriving migrants 
o f  t h e  c h a n c e 
t o  c l a i m  a s y l u m 
a n d  d r a m a t i c a l l y 
r e d u c i n g  b o r d e r 
p r o c e s s i n g  t i m e . 
H o w e v e r ,  i t  a l s o 
ca r r i ed  a lmos t  no 
legal consequences 
for migrants crossing, 
meaning they could 
t ry  to  c ross  aga in 
multiple times if they 
were pushed back.

S p e a k i n g  w i t h 
KRCA, a television 
s t a t i o n  b a s e d  i n 
C a l i f o r n i a ,  w a s  a 
B e l i z e a n  m i g r a n t 
at tempting to seek 

JOB VACANCY
A vacancy is exists for Inventory Control Manager with 

experience in multi-warehouse platforms for the retail & wholesale 
market for products of mass consumption.

Requirements:
• Five (5) years of experience as Inventory Control Manager 
 with products of mass consumption.
• Bachelor’s degree in Business Science.
• Fluent in English & Spanish verbal & written.
• Flexible working hours.
• Able and willing to migrate to Belize for foreigner.

Qualified applicants kindly send complete CV along with 
application letter, current police record and two recommendation 
letters of last employment no later than May 30th, 2023 to 

jobs@recinosimports.com.

asylum. She noted 
that  resources and 
care thus far  have 
b e e n  g i v e n  o u t 
disproportionately, 
with those in front 
taking priority over 
everyone else. 

"People at the front 
have more attention 
[because] they have 
kids, and that's good 
because the kids do 
need to get food and 
stuff, but we are also 
hungry, and they can 
probably give us a 
one or two stuff [to 
eat]. Sometimes they 
[ac t  as  i f  though] 
w e  d o n ' t  e x i s t  a t 
the back, and that's 
what ' s  hur t ing us . 
That is why I came 

to the front to see if 
I can get something 
to eat."

Notably, families 
and groups are being 
organized in single-
file lines, and those 
g r o u p s  a r e  e a c h 
appointed a leader in 
charge of distributing 
necessities.

International media 
houses on the ground 
have reported that 
shelters and nonprofit 
organizations on both 
sides of the border 
have been attending 
to persons for weeks 
as migrants gathered 
dai ly between two 
barriers dividing San 
Diego and Tijuana. 

Belizeans at US-Mexico border seeking asylum
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South Korea asks for Belize's support 
in its bid to host 2030 World Expo

By Javan Flowers

So u t h  K o r e a ' s 
Foreign Minister 

Park Jin has called 
for Belize, and other 
Central  and South 
American countries, to 
support his country's 
bid to host the 2030 
World Expo.

L a t e  l a s t  w e e k , 
Prime Minister Hon. 
John  Br i ceño  l ed 
Belize's delegation 
at  the 9th Summit 
of the Association 
of Caribbean States 
(ACS) held in Antigua, 
Guatemala,  during 
which he held bilateral 
meetings with H.E. Dr. 
Alejandro Giammattei, 
P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e 
Republic of Guatemala, 
as well as with leaders 
of the delegations of 
ACS observer nations, 
to discuss matters of 
mutual interest. These 
included the United 
Arab Emirates, the 
Republic of Korea, 
Slovenia, Spain, and 
Saudi Arabia.

Notably, within these 

meetings, Minister Jin 
met with 12 top officials 
from 11 countries, 
including Belize's PM 
Briceño, Guatemalan 
President Giammattei, 
and Honduras' Vice 
P r e s i d e n t  D o r i s 
Gutierrez. 

Jin expressed South 
Korea's ambition to bid 
to host the World Expo 
2030 and implored 
that if it were to be 
held in Busan, South 
Korea, it would present 
crucial opportunities 
to enhance practical 
c o o p e r a t i o n  w i t h 
Central  and South 
Amer i can  na t i ons 
on climate change, 
maritime fields, and 
other areas.

In addition, he asked 
fo r  the  coun t r i e s ' 
cooperation on Seoul's 
efforts  to join the 
U.N. Security Council 
as a non-permanent 
member for the 2024-
25 term.

The World Expo is 
an event attended by 
more than one hundred 

nations, intended to 
unify and promote 
multi lateral  public 
diplomacy and foster a 
greater understanding 
of global relationships.  

South Korea is one of 
five countries that have 
submitted a bid to be 

Prime Minister John Briceno attended 9th Summit of the Association of Caribbean States.

the event's host country 
in 2030. The last event 
was held in Dubai in 

2020, and the other is 
planned for 2025 in 
Japan. 

Circular Caribbean Cities 
fight plastics in the Sea

By William Ysaguirre

Th e  c i t i e s 
o f  C e n t r a l 

A m e r i c a  a n d 
Mexico have begun 
a drive to eliminate 
plastic trash in the 
C a r i b b e a n  S e a , 
through an initiative 
in partnership with 
the World Wildlife 
F u n d  a n d  t h e 
Cen t r a l  Amer i can 
C o m m i s s i o n  f o r 
t h e  E n v i r o n m e n t 
a n d  D e v e l o p m e n t 
(CCAD). 

The WWF launched 
i t s  “ C a r i b b e a n 
C i r c u l a r  C i t i e s ” 
c o m m u n i c a t i o n 
campaign to educate 
the public to reduce, 
r euse  and  recyc le 
plastics, via a virtual 
press conference on 
Monday  morn ing , 
May 15. This year-
long campaign will 
u s e  s o c i a l  m e d i a 
p l a t f o r m s  f o r 
maximum impact.

The cit ies of the 
Cen t r a l  Amer i can 
Integration System 
( S I C A )  m u s t 
organize to develop 
a joint disposal plan 
for  plast ics  which 

Andreas Lehnhoff, WWF director for 
Mesoamerica and Guatemala.

have found unlimited 
u s e  i n  i n d u s t r y 
a n d  m e d i c i n e , 
r e c o m m e n d e d 
Andreas Lehnhoff, 
WWF di rec tor  for 
M e s o a m e r i c a  a n d 
Guatemala. Most of 
the  p las t ics  found 
i n  t h e  s e a — 8 9 
percent— originated 
from users on land, 
a n d  o f  t h e s e  6 0 
percent came from 
the cities, he cited. 

T h e  m u n i c i p a l 

g o v e r n m e n t s  o f 
t h e  r e g i o n  m u s t 
take responsibil i ty 
t o  p r o m o t e  t h i s 
agenda, he warned, 
particularly the most 
dangerous plast ics 
such as those used 
in cigarette filters, 
microplast ics such 
as used in cosmetics, 
and in electronics. He 
urged the region to 
develop regulations 

Cont’d on pg 7
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By Javan Flowers

Af t e r 
announcing its 

p lans  to  d rop  the 
Br i t i sh  Monarchy 
e ight  months  ago, 
the Government of 
Antigua and Barbuda 
is  on the br ink of 
becoming a republic. 

According to Loop 
C a r i b b e a n  N e w s , 
f o l l o w i n g  P r i m e 
M i n i s t e r  G a s t o n 
Browne's return to 
Antigua and Barbuda 
a f t e r  a t t e n d i n g 
the  co rona t ion  o f 
K ing  Char l e s  I I I , 

h i s  g o v e r n m e n t ' s 
position on becoming 
a  r e p u b l i c  w a s 
communicated via a 
Cabinet release. 

T h e  s t a t e m e n t 
from Cabinet noted 
that  "despite their 
pa r t i c ipa t i on ,  t he 
Head of Government 
r e i t e r a t e d  h i s 
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ' s 
d e t e r m i n a t i o n 
t o  b r i n g  a b o u t  a 
R e p u b l i c a n  f o r m 
o f  G o v e r n m e n t , 
rather than continue 
a s  i n f i n i t u m  t h e 
c o n s t i t u t i o n a l 
monarchy  as  now 

exists."
T h e  c o u n t r y 

a n n o u n c e d  t h a t  a 
referendum will be 
held sometime in the 
future, but a date is 
yet to be confirmed.

A v i d  n e w s 
c o n s u m e r s  w o u l d 
recall that in a press 
c o n f e r e n c e  H o n . 
M o s e s  “ S h y n e ” 
Barrow noted that the 
"monarch should go; 
the discussion is how, 
and so that has to be 
done by referendum."

S h a r i n g  s i m i l a r 
sentiments, in a recent 
interview with the 

Uni ted  Kingdom’s 
Guard ian ' s  Ol ive r 
Laugh land ,  P r ime 
Minister Hon. John 
B r i c e ñ o  s a i d  i t 
was  "qui te  l ikely" 
B e l i z e  w o u l d  b e 
the next member of 
the Commonwealth 
realm to become a 
republic.

I f  A n t i g u a  a n d 
B a r b u d a  v o t e  t o 
remove the monarchy 
as its Head-of-State, 
that would leave 14 
countries, including 
Belize, as members 
of the commonwealth 
realms. PM Gaston Browne - Antigua and Barbuda

Circular Caribbean Cities fight plastics in the Sea
a n d  i n c e n t i v e s 
t o  e n c o u r a g e  t h e 
recycling of plastics 
into new, reusable 
items. 

O v e r  11  m i l l i o n 
tonnes of plastic trash 
enters  the  world’s 
oceans  each  yea r, 
h e  l a m e n t e d ,  a n d 
this plastic residue 
eventually crumbles 
i n t o  m i c r o p l a s t i c 
p a r t i c l e s  w h i c h 
can find their  way 
into our food. The 
alarming fact is that 
w e  h u m a n s  n o w 
inges t  as  many as 
100,000 microplastic 
par t ic les  per  year, 
t h a t ’s  a b o u t  2 5 0 
grammes per year, 
or 5 grammes - the 

equivalent of a credit 
card, per week!

Belize as a member 
of SICA, along with 
o ther  count r ies  of 
the wider Caribbean 
are preparing for the 
meeting to be held 
within a fortnight at 
the United Nations 
E d u c a t i o n a l , 
S c i e n t i f i c  a n d 
Cultural Organization 
( U N E S C O ) 
headquarters in Paris 
on May 29 - June 2. 
The United Nations’ 
In te rgovernmenta l 
N e g o t i a t i n g 
C o m m i t t e e  w i l l 
seek to develop an 
international legally 
binding instrument 
on plastic pollution, 
i n c l u d i n g  i n  t h e 
marine environment.

The project is also 
encouraging private 
sector participation, 
and Victoria House, 
S u n b r e e z e  H o t e l , 
and Pelican Beach 
H o t e l  a r e  a m o n g 
t h e  m a n y  h o t e l s 
o f  t h e  C a r i b b e a n 
which have joined 
the initiative for the 
t o u r i s m  i n d u s t r y 
t o  f i n d  w a y s  t o 
r educe  the  use  o f 
plastics to eliminate 
p las t ic  t rash  f rom 
t h e  e n v i r o n m e n t , 
noted Monica Mejia, 
technical consultant 
f o r  t h e  C i r c u l a r 
Caribbean Project.

T h e  “ N o  M o r e 
Plastics in Nature” is 
promoting the 3 R’s: 
“Reduce, Reuse and 
Recyle .”  The goal 

is to create digital 
o n l i n e  p l a t f o r m s 
to help cit izens to 
in tegra te  wi th  the 
various public and 
p r i v a t e  s e c t o r s , 
civil  societ ies and 
academia to dispose 
of solid waste in a 
sustainable manner, 
exp la ined   WWF-
M e s o a m e r i c a 
freshwater official 
Teresa Calderon. 

I t  b e g i n s  w i t h 
b y  e d u c a t i n g  a n d 
s e n s i t i z i n g  t h e 
publ ic  about  the i r 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y 
about  the  p las t ics 
pollution issue. As 
t h e  p u b l i c  l e a r n s 
to sort out plastics 
f r o m  t h e i r  t r a s h , 
there arises a need to 
strengthen the value 

chain to encourage 
the  col lec t ion  and 
recycling of plastics. 
The data collected of 
the results achieved 
c a n  a l s o  i n f o r m 
decision-making on 
the way forward.

The  a la rming  11 
m i l l i o n  t o n n e s  o f 
p l a s t i c s  e n t e r i n g 
the world’s oceans 
per year, works out 
to a dump truck of 
plastic entering the 
sea  eve ry  minu te , 
informed Maria de 
Rosar io  Calderon , 
W W F  s e n i o r 
c o m m u n i c a t i o n s 
officer. 

At that rate, it  is 
estimated that by the 
year 2050, there will 
be more plastics in 
the sea than all the 

fish! This means that 
99 percent of marine 
b i r d s  w i l l  h a v e 
consumed plastics, 
w i t h  c a t a s t r o p h i c 
consequences. The 
p ro jec t  w i l l  o ff e r 
three webinars for 
further education.

The time to address 
the problem is now, 
a s  m i c r o p l a s t i c s 
have been detected 
i n  h u m a n  b l o o d , 
w a r n e d  R o m y 
S t a n z e l ,  d i r e c t o r 
Circular Caribbean 
project.

Cont’d from pg 7

 

S  U  D  O  K  U
Medium Puzzle Answer to Puzzle

Sudoku rules are 
extremely easy: Fill 
all empty squares so 
that the numbers 1 to 
9 appear once in each 
row, column and 3x3 
box.
Tip.
Use a soft erasable 
pencil.  Start with 
the easy puzzles, 
then move on to the 
harder ones.  Make 
small pencilmarks to 
show which numbers 
are allowed in empty 
squares. This will come 
handy when analyzing 
techniques are used.  
Never guess! Only 
make moves based 
on logical deductions.  
There is only one 
unique solution for 
each puzzle.

Government of Antigua and Barbuda set 
to remove Monarchy as Head-of-State
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Breast cancer screening should start 
at age 40, expert task force says

Daily cigarette smoking reduces the size of 
your brain, a new study of more than 28,000 

people suggests.
Scientists have previously found that people 

who smoke tend to have smaller brains compared 
to non-smokers(opens in new tab), in terms of 
volume, but it was unclear whether smoking causes 
the brain to shrink or if people with smaller brains 
are more likely to start smoking. Now, researchers 
provide strong evidence that smoking causally 
shrinks the brain in a new report, which was posted 
April 28 on the preprint database medRxiv(opens 
in new tab) and has yet to be peer-reviewed.

“This is a very important study,” Dajiang 
Liu(opens in new tab), who studies the genetics of 
smoking risk at the Penn State College of Medicine 
and was not involved in thea emale patients should 
start getting mammograms to screen for breast 
cancer at age 40 and then get one every other 
year, a U.S. panel of experts has recommended. 
Previously, the same panel advised that regular 
breast cancer screening should begin at age 50.

This new guidance was announced Tuesday 
(May 9) in a draft recommendation statement 
issued by the U.S. Preventive Services Task 
Force (USPSTF). The task force receives support 
from the U.S. Department of Health and Human 
Services, but it operates independently and is 
staffed by volunteer experts in primary care and 
prevention.

In previous guidance, issued in 2016, the 
task force recommended biennial breast cancer 
screenings for female patients ages 50 to 74 years 
old. Starting screening at younger ages, between 
40 and 49 years old, was framed as an individual 
decision.

“New and more inclusive science about breast 
cancer in people younger than 50 has enabled us to 
expand our prior recommendation and encourage 
all women to get screened every other year starting 
at age 40,” Dr. Carol Mangione, the Task Force’s 
immediate past chair, said in the draft statement. 
The updated guidance also reflects improvements 
in digital mammography and in breast cancer 
treatment, which together have increased the 
benefits of getting mammograms earlier in life, 
Reuters reported.

“This new recommendation will help save lives 
and prevent more women from dying due to breast 
cancer,” Mangione said. (In its statement, the task 
force specified that it’s using the term “women” 
to refer to cisgender women and other people 
assigned female at birth.) 

If all those eligible got the recommended 
screening, breast cancer mortality rates in the U.S. 
could drop by 19%, the USPSTF statement says. 

This general guidance applies to women at 
average risk for breast cancer, the statement says. 
It does not apply to people at high risk of the 
disease, such as those with a past history of breast 
cancer, those who carry certain genetic markers or 
those with a history of high-dose radiation therapy 
to their chest at a young age. Those individuals 
should consult a doctor about when to begin getting 
mammograms.

In the future, the task force hopes to issue 
recommendations tailored for specific racial 
groups, who face different levels of risk of early 
death from breast cancer, and for people with 
dense breast tissue, whose cancer may be difficult 
to detect on mammograms. The task force called 

for more research on both of these fronts.
A recent study suggested that Black patients 

should start undergoing mammograms at age 42, 
instead of 50, because their risk of breast cancer 
death in their 40s is higher than that seen in other 
racial groups. 

“Ensuring Black women start screening at age 
40 is an important first step, yet it is not enough 
to improve the health inequities we face related 
to breast cancer,” Dr. Wanda Nicholson, the task 
force vice chair, said in the statement. “In our draft 
recommendation, we underscore the importance 
of equitable followup after screening and timely 
and effective treatment of breast cancer and are 
urgently calling for more research on how to 
improve the health of Black women.”

The task force is also calling for research on 
whether and how additional screening — with 
ultrasound or MRIs, for example — might help 
patients with dense breasts get diagnosed earlier.

The potential risks of getting mammograms 

include false-positive results — meaning a person’s 
test results suggest they have cancer when they 
don’t — which can lead to unnecessary biopsies 
and incorrect diagnoses, according to the Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC). In 
addition, because mammograms involve X-ray 
exposure, each screening exposes patients to a 
small dose of ionizing radiation.  

“We all are exposed to ionizing radiation every 
day from the natural environment, but additional 
exposures can lead to an increase in the possibility 
of developing cancer later in life,” the CDC states. 
The average dose of radiation used in a typical 
mammogram with two views of each breast is about 
0.4 millisieverts (mSv); for context, U.S. citizens 
are exposed to about 3.11 mSv of “background 
radiation” in the environment each year.

“The benefits of breast cancer screening far 
exceed the radiation risks,” the International 
Atomic Energy Agency states. 

- Live Science
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Mighty Waves!

Steel Teeth?

Water  l i l i e s  a re 
among the most beau-
tiful  and romantic 
plants, partly thanks to 
the famed paintings by 
Claude Monet. But the 
giant water lilies are 
especially spectacular 
with their enormous 
leaves, sometimes up 
to 6 feet (2 m) in di-
ameter. Read on to 
learn more about these 
amazing plants. The 
Amazon Water Lily 
It is hard to under-
stand just how huge 
the leaves of the Ama-
zon water lily (Vic-
toria amazonica) are 
without seeing them. 
Fortunately, they are 
available for viewing 

Giant Water Lily Facts
named after the Queen, 
and it was during this 
era that exotic plants, 
including the Victo-
ria water lily became 
popular in cultivation.  
Giant Water Lily Facts 
A giant water lily in 
bloom is exotic and 
dramatic. Like the 
leaves, the flowers are 
oversize, dinner plate-
size blooms that open 
at night and last a few 
days only.  Explore 
More The first day of 
a bloom, the white lily 
opens in the evening 
as a female flower, 
offering a sweet fra-
grance of pineapple. 
The blossom creates its 
own warmth, thought 
to be a giant water lily 
adaptation that lures 
scarab beetles to visit 
the flower.  The sec-
ond evening, the blos-
som closes, trapping 
the beetles inside. At 
this time the flower 
changes from female 
to male, the petals 
turn pink and begin to 
produce pollen. That 
evening, the blossom 
opens again, releasing 
the beetles. They are 
covered in the flower’s 
pollen and fly away to 
pollinate female flow-
ers. 

The Victoria Water 
Lily leaf can hold a 
maximum of 65kg. 
Smaller adults and 
c h i l d r e n  c a n  h o p 
a b o a r d  a n d  p o s e 
away.

<<<   >>>in botanical gardens 
around the country. It 
helps to call to mind 
someone you know 
who is 6 feet tall (1.8 
m.) since that is the po-
tential diameter of each 
of the large leaves. The 
edges of the leaves are 
turned up, creating a 
sort of shallow cup. 
1 second of 1 minute, 
29 secondsVolume 0% 
01:26   The leaves 
“float” on the surface 
of the water, supported 
by spongy veins. Their 
size allows the plant to 
take in the maximum 
sunshine possible. The 
underside of each leaf 
has spines, thought to 
be a way of preventing 

fish from nibbling on 
them. Leaves are an-
chored by submerged 
stalks up to 26 feet 
(7.9 m) long that em-
bed themselves in the 
lake or river bottom.  
Victoria Water Lily 
Given that the native 
range of this large lily 
is in South America, 
from Bolivia in the 
south to Guyana in the 
north, one might won-
der why it is called 
the Victoria water lily. 
The name was chosen 
in 1837 as a way to 
honor Queen Victoria 
of England who had 
ascended to the throne 
that year.  The en-
tire Victorian era was 
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Trias Politica! It’s not the system; it’s 
how you use it that matters! Part 2

By Dyon A. Elliott

Okay. Where did we leave things in Part I? In the last 
Res Publica360 column, I had underscored the 

statistical fact that in Belize those bound by the “Payroll 
Vote”—as a percentage of the number of members of 
the House of Representatives—is significantly higher 
relative to that in the United Kingdom. 

In making the point, it was highlighted that the UK has 
the “House of Commons Disqualification Act 1975.” 
This Act reads: 

“Not more than ninety-five persons being the holders of 
offices specified in Schedule 2 to this Act (in this section 
referred to as Ministerial offices) shall be entitled to sit 
and vote in the House of Commons at any one time.” 

In such an instance, the “ministerial” votes only 
make up 27% of votes among the Conservative Party 
members in the House of Commons, and 15% of the full 
Lower House (of 650 seats). By way of contrast—and 
acknowledging that indeed we have a smaller number 
of seats—in Belize the “Payroll” vote is at minimum 
above 70% of the seats in the Lower House (the House 
of Representatives). 

It must be stated that the latter scenario is not unique 
to the current administration: This has been the status 
quo across both administrations, especially when there 
is a super-majority in the House of Representatives. 
Therefore, it is imperative that this matter be discussed 
objectively and in a non-partisan manner. 

BASIC CONSTITUTIONAL PRINCIPLES
Let’s begin here: At Constitutional Principles. There 

are at least five principles that should be enshrined in 
any democratic country’s Supreme Law: (i) Individual 
Rights, (ii) Popular Sovereignty, (iii) Separation of 
Powers, (iv) Checks and Balances, and (v) Limited 
Government.

The first is somewhat self-explanatory, as this speaks 
to the protection of the fundamental rights of every 
citizen. Part II of Belize’s Constitution covers these rights, 
which include the right to life, freedom, protection from 
inhumane treatment, and protection of your freedom of 
movement.

The second principle, Popular Sovereignty, is what 
gives us our representative democracy, as it is understood 
that governmental authority emanates from the people. 
It is for this reason the Constitution protects the “voice” 
of every voter.

Separation of Powers is also enshrined in the 
Constitution by way of the three branches of Government: 
The Legislature, Executive, and Judiciary. Of course, in 
a Parliamentary Democracy, there is often criticism 
surrounding the blurred lines between the Legislative and 
Executive arms of government. This is way a relatively 
small “Payroll Vote” becomes important, but will return 
to this in a few. 

Limited Government speaks to the fact that powers of 
government should be curtailed by the Supreme Law. 
From the vantage point of the rule of law, the prime 
minister and no other member of government can be 
deemed to have unlimited powers or “above the law.”

Finally, we arrive at the fifth principle: Check and 
Balance. I saved this one for last, as this principle 
is the primary focus of this Res Publica360 entry. 
Fundamentally, Checks and Balances are systems 
designed to keep the various branches of government in 
line. The Legislative branch, for instance, is to oversee 
the executive.

BACKBENCHERS: BUILT-IN CHECK & 
BALANCE?

As alluded last week, one form of check and balance 
(CnB) that is seldom discussed in Belize is the so-called 
backbenchers’ role in Parliament. Remember what I had 
said above: The Legislative arm is intended to oversee 

the executive’s policies. This job should not only fall to 
the Opposition (the minority in Parliament) but also to 
these “backbenchers.”

Let’s use present-day examples. Currently, the People’s 
United Party (PUP) makes up the majority, with its 
members holding 26 out of the 31 seats in the House of 
Representatives. And, given our system, the members of 
the Cabinet, led by the Prime Minister (who is the leader 
of the majority party), are likewise made up of persons 
from among that 26.

By definition, backbenchers are members of Parliament 
who are not members of the Cabinet and are supposedly 
free of the so-called “payroll vote.” But that’s a fairly 
narrow definition. 

The Institute for Government, a think tank, uses a much 
more liberal definition when discussing the “payroll 
vote:”

“The term ‘payroll vote’ has traditionally been used 
to describe MPs [members of parliament] who hold 
positions from which they would have to resign in 
order to oppose the government. This includes paid and 
unpaid positions. The term can also include roles which 
do not formally bind MPs to vote with the government, 
but may have been given out by the prime minister in 
order to reward or encourage loyalty. This is the wider 
payroll vote.”

Did you “hear” that? These paid (or unpaid) positions 
may “bind” Members of Parliament “to vote with the 
government.” And there you were, thinking that at least 
those non-Cabinet ministers were free to vote according 
to the needs and wishes of their constituencies or, at least, 
their conscience. Sorry.

Elliott Bulmer (2017)’s work, entitled “Government 
Formation and Removal Mechanisms,” does an excellent 
job of summarizing how authorities have worked to dilute 
the ability of backbenchers to be free enough to challenge 
their own party’s policies. Bulmer (2017, p. 35) states:

“The doctrine of collective responsibility means 
that ministers cannot vote against the government in 
parliament…The ‘payroll vote,’ as it is called (because 
ministers are on the government’s payroll), can be very 
influential in securing the loyalty and obedience of 
backbench parliamentarians. 

“Governments may attempt to appoint oversized 
cabinets, or a LARGE NUMBER OF JUNIOR 
MINISTERS, to increase the influence of the payroll 
vote. As well as weakening parliament, this tactic can 
lead to a bloated inefficient government.

“To prevent this, some constitutions place limits on 
the number of ministers that may be appointed and hold 
office at any time. The Constitution of India (article 75), 
for example, restricts the number of ministers to 15 per 
cent of the total number of members of the lower house.”

BELIZE’S CONSTITUTION AND THE 
PAYROLL VOTE

As Bulmer (2017) highlighted, prime ministers 
in parliamentary democracies have an incentive to 
effectively “purchase obedience” and loyalty from their 
party folks; thereby, minimizing the possibility that 
non-Cabinet members of his own clan could too easily 
challenge the Cabinet’s policies.

[It is worth keeping in mind that Belize’s Constitution—
since the last Constitutional reform—has anti-defection 
provisions which prevent “crossing the floor,” which is 
yet another source of protection for the prime minister 
of the day. But anti-defection is a topic for another time].

The Belize Constitution tries to defend against 
the payroll vote in section 40(2), which states:

“Provided further that the CABINET shall be 
comprised of, (a) not more than TWO-THIRDS of the 
elected Members of the party that obtains the majority 

seats in the House of Representatives following the 
holding of a general election.”

Keeping with the current majority, that provision 
limits the PUP to about 17 ministers. And, of course, the 
administrations—past and present—have done well to 
satisfy that part of the law.

So, in theory, all things being equal, at least nine 
members of the current Majority in the House of 
Representatives should be free of the payroll-vote noose. 
And, where necessary, these free men and women could 
call—if even politely—their own government colleagues 
back into alignment with sound public policy.

But, of course, as pointed out by Bulmer (2017), this 
fairly weak proviso in the Supreme Law leaves the door 
open to Junior Ministers, or what is often called “Ministers 
of State.”

How so? Section 40(2) of the Constitution considers 
only Cabinet members, but as section 44 of the 
Constitution makes plain, a “Minister of State…SHALL 
NOT be a member of Cabinet.” So, there you have it. 
Junior Ministers are paid from the public purse, and, 
therefore, whatever little flicker of criticism that could 
have emerged from the backbench is muffled by the 
expanded payroll vote. And here’s the kicker! Under the 
current language of Section 40(2) of the Constitution, it’s 
perfectly legal!

Please understand that this issue came up in the last 
Political Reform Commission of 2000. It was then PRC 
Commissioner and now Senate President Carolyn Trench 
Sandiford who offered a dissenting opinion against the 
PRC’s decision to allow the hiring of “Junior Ministers.” 
Sandiford. Sandiford wrote: 

“If Ministers of State are appointed from the National 
Assembly, they in reality and practice, become members 
of the Cabinet despite any constitutional amendment 
which may state otherwise, from the mere fact that they 
attend Cabinet meetings and participate in discussions, 
they take an oath of allegiance, and are obligated to 
execute the policies of the Minister of whom they are 
the Minister of State. This effectively and undoubtedly 
make them part and parcel of the cabinet, increasing the 
cabinet's influence in the house.” 

So yeah, we’ve been at this mountain before. 
AMENDING SECTION 40(2)?
This brings us full circle. I started this off by talking 

about the basic principles governing any democratic 
Constitution. As we move into the Constitutional reform 
process with those principles serving as guiding lights, the 
Belizean people—among many other things—will also 
have to examine the strength (or lack thereof) of these 
so-called check-and-balance institutions.

If we borrow from the criminologists’ “broken 
window” concept, we could say that we ought not to let 
even the smallest crack in our oversight mechanisms go 
unattended. The payroll vote is one such small crack.

Consequently, as we move towards this extensive 
exercise of reviewing the Belize Constitution, this is one 
area that is worthy of our attention. 

At minimum, it should force upon us this question: 
Should section 40(2) of the Constitution be amended 
to include not only Cabinet members but also any paid 
government office to which a Member of Parliament 
could be appointed, with the expressed goal of limiting 
the payroll vote?

We shall see where this issue lands on the reform 
agenda. For now, it could only be hoped that it will all 
boil down to a matter of principle for most of us.

Disclaimer: the opinions expressed by our 
columnists are theirs alone, and are not necessarily 
reflective of the newspaper’s stance on the issues 
touched. We believe it is critical that our columnists 
be allowed freedom to generate discussion through 
their expressions on any number of topics.
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JOB VACANCY
A vacancy exists for a Commercial Manager to join our construction team. 

Requirements include: 
• 20 years of experience in commercial management for civil engineering projects. 
•  Bachelor’s Degree in civil engineering, QS or similar. 
•  Fluent in English verbal & written.
•  Able and willing to migrate to Belize if non-resident. 

Qualified applicants are asked to send CV to info@sknconstruction.com no later 
than May 31st, 2023.

A Reflection on the People’s Constitutional Commission
must be educated 

o n  t h e  c u r r e n t 
c o n s t i t u t i o n ,  e l s e 
thei r  par t ic ipat ion 
w i l l  r e a l l y  b e 
manipulation by the 
media. The PCC “is 
mandated to conduct 
a  c o m p r e h e n s i v e 
review of the Belize 
Constitution, in part 

Belizean sovereignty 
a n d  p r i d e , 
s h o u l d  r e m e m b e r 
t h a t  A u s t r a l i a , 
Canada,  and other 
C o m m o n w e a l t h 
countries consent to 
having a Governor 
General appointed by 
their monarch, indeed 
taking security and 
pride in this. 

Fourth,  there are 
some concerns that 
a new consti tution 
w i l l  i n f r i n g e  o n 
t h e  i n d e p e n d e n c e 
or influence of the 
Church. The people 
of  Bel ize  may not 
k n o w  w h a t  t h e y 
believe about their 
c o n s t i t u t i o n ,  b u t 
they do bel ieve in 
the  Chr is t ian  God 
( a p p r o x i m a t e l y 
40% Catholic, 30% 
P r o t e s t a n t ) .  P o p e 
John Paul II’s visit 
to Belize, 9 March 
1983, drew a crowd of 
30,000 to the airport 
where he celebrated 
M a s s ,  t h e  l a rg e s t 
crowd in  Bel izean 
history.1 

I f  anyth ing ,  th i s 
is  evidence of  the 
democratic will  of 
the people of Belize. 
The Right Honorable 
P r i m e  M i n i s t e r 
George Price,  who 
privately spoke with 
Pope JPII on his visit, 
said in an interview 
w i t h  C a r i b N a t i o n 
T V:  “ E v e r y  r i g h t 
must  have  a  duty, 
e v e r y  d u t y  m u s t 
have a r ight ,”  and 
“ I n  e v e r y t h i n g , 
there is the law of 
God. There are the 
C o m m a n d m e n t s 
w h i c h  w e  m u s t 
r e s p e c t .  …  A n d 
these principles are 
i n c o r p o r a t e d  i n t o 
the laws of Belize. 
… Our Constitution 
acknowledges  t he 
supremacy of God, 
that’s the first thing. 
A n d  f r o m  t h a t 
acknowledgement , 
t h a t  r e c o g n i t i o n , 
stems all the things 
that follow. There is 
a God, and if there 
is a God then there 
must  be  r igh t  and 
wrong, and we must 
d o  t h e  r i g h t ,  a n d 
avoid the wrong.”2 
A n y  d e m o c r a t i c 
c o n s t i t u t i o n  w i l l 
r e f l e c t  B e l i z e ’ s 
Christian soul.

Fifth, there are a 
number of problems 
w i t h  t h e  v a g u e 
propos i t ion  tha t  a 
n e w  c o n s t i t u t i o n 
m i g h t  p r o v i d e 
free education and 

h e a l t h c a r e  a n d 
increased women’s 
r i g h t s .  F i r s t ,  t h e 
Constitution already 
d e f e n d s  e q u a l 
access to education, 
h e a l t h c a r e ,  a n d 
political participation 
r e g a r d l e s s  o f 
ethnicity, creed, or 
s ex .  I f  p romi s ing 
such  r igh ts  in  the 
current constitution 
is not sufficient, then 
how will promising 
the r ight  in a  new 
constitution be so?

S e c o n d ,  a  b a s i c 
u n d e r s t a n d i n g 
o f  e c o n o m i c s 
i s  s u f f i c i e n t  t o 
d e m o n s t r a t e  t h a t 
“free” education and 
healthcare does not 
exist. What we must 
assume is that at least 
government may have 
to raise taxes to pay 
for public education 
and healthcare. 

Third, even if taxes 
were raised to pay for 
public education and 
healthcare, by order 
of a new constitution, 
i t  w o u l d  n o t 
necessarily actually 
improve conditions. 
“Free/Public” does 
n o t  m e a n  “ g o o d 
quality.” Whatever 
improvement Belize 
needs in gender and 
racial equality, and 
access to healthcare 
and education, needs 
to  be  made in  the 
e x e c u t i o n  o f  t h e 
current constitution 
a n d  l a w s ,  n o t 
i n  c h a n g i n g  t h e 
constitution itself. 

Aga in ,  we  agree 
that a constitutional 
revision is in order. 
Its difficulty is surely 
a factor in why so 
few Belizeans have 
read it. A comparison 
to the texts of other 
nations’ constitutions 
shows that in many 
cases the same rights 
and regulations may 
be codified in half 
the words currently 
used. But simplifying 
the text is only half 
the  ba t t l e .  For  an 
act ive and healthy 
D e m o c r a c y ,  t h e 
people of Belize must 
be bet ter  educated 
-  a n d  i n f o r m e d  - 
in  the  funct ioning 
o f  t h e i r  n a t i o n ’s 
government, so that 
t he i r  i nvo lvemen t 
may be effective. I 
p ray  the  PCC and 
a l l  Bel izeans  who 
love democracy, God, 
and  the i r  count ry, 
c o n s i d e r  t h e s e 
ref lect ions for  the 
good of the nation.

Cont’d from pg. 4 by consulting with 
the Belizean people 
to understand their 
o p i n i o n s  o n  w h a t 
should be changed 
in the Constitution.” 
But  the  people  o f 
Be l i ze  canno t  ye t 
give knowledgeable 
c o n s e n t  t o  a n y 
c o n s t i t u t i o n a l 
a m e n d m e n t s 
c o n s i d e r i n g  t h a t 

approximately 98% 
of the people have 
not read our current 
const i tu t ion.  Fi rs t 
w e  m u s t  e d u c a t e 
the people of Belize 
about our constitution 
and what is at stake, 
be fo re  a sk ing  fo r 
t h e i r  o p i n i o n  f o r 
what to change.

Second, for the PCC 
to be truly guided 

b y  t h e  p r i n c i p l e 
of  “ t ransparency,” 
s h o u l d  k e e p  t h e 
public updated with 
a full list of any and 
a l l  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l 
amendments being 
considered.

T h i r d ,  t h e  P C C 
c l a i m s  t h a t  t h e 
C o n s t i t u t i o n  “ i n 
many respects still 
r e f l e c t s  v a l u e s 
and insti tutions of 
B e l i z e ’s  c o l o n i a l 
origins over 40 years 
a g o . ”  T h e  P r i m e 
Minister is a Hispanic 
man, however; and 
the Governor General 
is a Mayan woman. 
P r e c i s e l y  “ w h a t 
colonial values and 
institutions” is there 
“strong support for 
reviewing?” Those 
w h o  c o n s i d e r  t h e 
office of Governor 
General as odious to 
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As leaders of seven of 
the world’s most power-
ful democracies gather 
in Japan on Friday, it 
will be the authoritarian 
powers of China and 
Russia that dominate the 
agenda.

The annual Group 
of Seven (G7) summit, 
convening this year in 
Hiroshima, will seek 
to project a unified re-
sponse to an increasingly 
assertive China – and 
the perceived threat it 
poses to the stability and 
economic security of a 
world already shaken by 
Russia’s ongoing war on 
Ukraine.

While much of the 
attention will be fo-
cused on Ukraine – in-
cluding how to further 
tighten the screws on 
Russia and defuse ris-
ing nuclear tensions – 
the three-day summit 
also provides an op-
portunity for G7 lead-
ers to recalibrate and 
coordinate their ap-
proach toward China, 
which has refused to 
condemn the invasion 
and instead bolstered 
ties with Moscow.

“Basically this is 
going to be a meeting 
for them to talk about 
how to deal with Chi-

G7 leaders gather on China’s doorstep to seek 
unified response to Beijing’s threat

na and Russia,” said 
Yasuhiro Matsuda, an 
international relations 
professor at the Univer-
sity of Tokyo.

But agreeing on a 
common approach to 
the world’s second larg-
est economy will not be 
an easy task.

China, a global man-
ufacturing hub and a 
huge consumer market, 
is an important trade 
partner to the G7 coun-
tries, which is com-
prised of the United 
States, Japan, Germany, 
the United Kingdom, 
France, Canada and 
Italy.

Projecting unity on 
China comes at a cru-
cial moment for the US 
and its allies, as Beijing 
ramps up diplomatic 
efforts to repair ties 
with Europe and drive 
a wedge in the transat-
lantic alliance.

Last month, French 
President Emmanuel 
Macron caused con-
sternation in Western 
capitals after he said, 
following a warm visit 
to Beijing, that Europe 
must not become “just 
America’s followers” 
and get “caught up in 
crises that are not ours” 
when asked about the 
prospect of China in-

vading Taiwan.
Days later, in an ef-

fort to present a united 
front on Taiwan, the G7 
foreign ministers said 
in a preparatory meet-
ing for the summit that 
there was “no change” 
in the bloc’s position 
on the self-ruled demo-
cratic island, which the 
Chinese Communist 
Party claims sovereign-
ty over despite never 
having controlled.

The top diplomats 
called on China to “ab-
stain from threats, co-
ercion, intimidation, 
or the use of force” 
and “reaffirmed” the 
importance of “peace 
and stability” across 
the Taiwan Strait as an 
“indispensable element 
in security and prosper-
ity in the international 
community.”

Japan, the host of this 
year’s G7 summit and 
its only Asian member, 
will position regional 
security on the sum-
mit’s main agenda, said 
Matsuda at the Univer-
sity of Tokyo.

Deeply concerned 
about Beijing’s military 
posturing in the region, 
Japanese Prime Minis-
ter Fumio Kishida has 
warned publicly that 
“Ukraine today may be 

East Asia tomorrow.”
In response to grow-

ing threats from Chi-
na, Japan has moved 
to double its military 
spending and is in talks 
to open a NATO liai-
son office – the first of 
its kind in Asia and a 
sign of deepening ties 
between Western and 
Asian democracies.

In a move that high-
lighted Tokyo’s con-
cerns, China sent a na-
val flotilla – led by one 
of its most powerful 
destroyers – on a 12-
day circumnavigation 
of Japan’s main islands 
in a display of military 
power in the lead-up to 
the G7 summit.

Another important 
theme of the summit 
will be economic secu-
rity, including how to 
counter China’s eco-
nomic pressure tactics.

At a meeting of G7 
finance ministers in 
Japan last week, US 
Treasury secretary Ja-
net Yellen called for 
“coordinated action” by 
G7 nations against Bei-
jing’s use of “economic 
coercion.”

At the front of the 
push for economic 
“de-risking” is the 
US, which has curbed 
Beijing’s access to ad-
vanced semiconduc-
tors and the equipment 
used to make them. It is 
also seeking to impose 
new restrictions on out-
bound investment in 
China.

But there is the ques-
tion of how far other 
countries are willing to 
follow through.

Japan and the Neth-
erlands have joined the 
US in the chip curbs, 
but most countries re-
main skeptical about 
the investment controls.

“The problem is all 
the countries are com-
peting with each other 
over China’s market, 
so Beijing’s divide and 
rule strategy has been 
working very well,” 
Matsuda said.

In an effort to expand 
the G7’s influence be-
yond the club of rich 
democracies, Japan has 

invited leaders from a 
long list of developing 
countries, including 
India, Brazil, Vietnam 
and Indonesia, to attend 
the summit as observ-
ers.

South Korean Presi-
dent Yoon Suk Yeol 
will also join the gath-
ering. Following years 
of disputes and a long 
history of acrimony 
with Japan, the two 
neighbors are now 
mending their ties due 
to growing threats from 
North Korea and rising 
concerns about China.

In a sign of a growing 
trilateral alliance, the 
US, Japan and South 
Korea will meet on the 
sidelines of the summit 
to discuss plans for the 
real-time sharing of 
intelligence – which 
will further deepen 
China’s fears of encir-
clement by the US and 
its allies.

And with US Presi-
dent Joe Biden cut-
ting short of his Asia 
trip to address a debt 
limit crisis, a summit 
of Quad leaders from 
the US, India, Aus-
tralia and Japan could 
now take also place 
in Hiroshima instead. 
The informal security 
dialogue is widely seen 
as a counter to China’s 
aggressive posture in 
the region.

As the G7 summit 
gets underway, Chinese 
officials will be closely 
watching from Beijing 
and will not hide their 
displeasure, experts 
say.

In the lead-up to the 
summit, Beijing has 
already berated a state-
ment by G7 foreign 
ministers.

Similarly, Beijing 
also lashed out at accu-
sations of its “economic 
coercion,” claiming it is 
the “victim of US eco-
nomic coercion” rather 
than a perpetrator.

And while China is 
not invited to Hiroshi-
ma, it is hosting its own 
summit with Central 
Asia countries, experts 
noted.

- Al Jazeera

 Millions in Mexico warned 
to prepare for evacuation as 
Popocatépetl volcano spews 
Millions of people 

in Mexico have been 
warned to prepare for a 
possible evacuation after 
increased activity from 
the country’s most dan-
gerous active volcano, 
which has been spewing 
ash into several nearby 
towns since last week, 
according to authorities.

Ash from Popocatépetl 
volcano, which is in a 
central part of the coun-
try, has delayed flights in 
Mexico City and led au-
thorities to close schools 
in dozens of municipali-
ties.

Some 25 million peo-
ple live in a 60-mile 
radius of the volcano, 
which is about 45 miles 
southeast of Mexico City 
and located between the 
states of Morelos, Puebla 
and state of Mexico.

On Sunday, the Na-
tional Civil Protection 
Coordination (CNPC) 
increased its volcanic 
threat level to “yellow 
phase 3,” which calls on 
some 3 million people 
who live in towns and 
villages adjacent to the 
volcano to stay alert and 
prepare for a possible 
evacuation.

The CNPC also warned 
of greater volcanic activ-
ity and the dispersion of 
ash into several nearby 

towns at high speed. 
It also recommended 
that residents nearby 
avoid outdoor activi-
ties.

“In the case of Mex-
ico City, the risk is 
ash fall. We are pre-
pared for that scenario 
and we know what to 
do. Let’s stay alert,” 
Mexico city’s mayor 
Claudia Sheinbaum 
said in a tweet on Sun-
day.

M e x i c o  C i t y ’s 
Benito Juárez Interna-
tional Airport (AICM) 
was temporarily closed 
on Saturday and some 
flights were delayed 
on Monday due to the 
presence of volcanic 
ash, according to air-
port authorities.

State authorities 
have also suspended 
in-person classes in 
schools across 40 mu-
nicipalities in Puebla, 
five municipalities in 
the state of Mexico and 
seven in Tlaxcala and 
said the classes will be 
held remotely.

The volcano had 
been dormant for dec-
ades until it erupted in 
1994. Since then, its 
rumblings have be-
come a part of daily life 
for residents.

- CNN

Pupil suspected of starting deadly 
blaze over ‘confiscated phone’

A deadly fire at a 
school dormitory in 
Guyana appears to have 
been started by a pupil 
who was angry her 
mobile phone had been 
confiscated, officials 
say.

Nineteen people - 
mostly female students 
- were killed in the blaze 
in the South American 
country in the early 
hours of Monday.

The dorm was 
reportedly locked and 
had covered windows 
which trapped victims.

The teenage suspect 
is currently in hospital 
with burns, and has 
reportedly admitted to 
the arson.

Authorities are 

now taking advice 
on whether to charge 
her, according to a 
government source who 
spoke to the AFP news 
agency.

The fire was started 
in the bathroom area 
and eventually tore 
through the whole 
building, which was 
partially made of wood 
and was housing 57 
pupils at the time. As 
well as the victims who 
died - most of whom 
were indigenous girls 
- several other people 
were injured.

They were taken to 
hospital and a number 
of them remain in a 
serious condition.

- BBC
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HON GILROY USHER’S SUCCESSFUL 
MOTHER’S PROGRAM IN PORT LOYOLA

By Hon. Gilroy Usher 
“A mother is  she 

w h o  c a n  t a k e  t h e 
place of all others, 
but whose place no 
one else can take.’ –
Cardinal Mermillod 

 T h e  a n n u a l 
M o t h e r ’ s  D a y 
Program of   Hon . 
Gilroy Usher Area 
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  
f o r   P o r t  L o y o l a 
on  Sunday  was  a 
tremendous success. 

     O v e r  2 0 0 
mothers from across 
the divis ion had a 
wonderful  time with    
e x c i t i n g   g a m e s , 
d a n c i n g  c o n t e s t , 
tribute to mothers, 
prizes for the eldest  
mother  and youngest 
“expecting”  mother  
in attendance  ,as well 
as  raffles  including 
the grand prize of a 
wash ing  mach ine .   
T h e  a c t i v i t y    t o 
d e t e r m i n e   w h i c h 
mother  in  each  of 
two  sets   wished  a 
happy Mother’s Day 
to all mothers  with 
love , energy  ,and 
passion was also a 
great energizer for 
the crowd. 

   The event was 
held at  the basketball 
cour t  ac ross  f rom 
the Muslim School 
on Central American 
Blvd. in Belize City.

     Sincere thanks 
to the M.C. for the 
program,  the mothers 
i n  a t t e n d a n c e  , 
Mr. Norman Usher 
-Chairman PUP Port 
Loyola Committee, 
t h e  s t a f f  o f  t h e 
c a m p a i g n  o f f i c e 
, the  sponsors ,  and 
a l l  o t h e r s  , w h o s e  
tremendous efforts 
made the Mother ’s 
Day program a very 

successful event. 
Disc la imer :  the 

opinions expressed 
by our columnists 
are theirs alone, and 
are not necessarily 

re f l e c t i v e  o f  t h e 
newspaper’s stance 
o n  t h e  i s s u e s 
touched. We believe 
i t  i s  cr i t ica l  that 
our columnists be 

allowed freedom to 
generate discussion 
t h r o u g h  t h e i r 
expressions on any 
number of topics.
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MINISTRY 
OF 

INFRASTRUCTURE DEVELOPMENT 
AND HOUSING

PROCUREMENT NOTICE

UPGRADING OF BULLET TREE ROAD
The Government of Belize (GOB), through the Ministry of Infrastructure Development and Housing (MIDH), intends 

to upgrade the Bullet Tree Road from its intersection with Joseph Andrews Drive in San Ignacio, Cayo District, to Bullet 
Tree Village (approximately 3.0 Miles) using Hot-Mix Asphalt Cement.

Provided there are no delays, construction is expected to start in the Third Quarter of 2023. The MIDH hereby invites interested 
qualified contractors with experience in road construction with emphasis in Hot-Mix Asphalt Cement (HMAC) pavement to 
participate in this process.

The Project is being implemented by the MIDH, Project Execution Unit (PEU). An Engineering Coordinator within 
the PEU will be responsible for the day-to-day management of project activities.

The Scope of Works refers to:
 • Minor earthworks
 • Culvert installation and drainage improvements 
 • Granular sub-base and basecourse pavement rehabilitation 
 • Construction of hot-mix asphalt concrete surfacing 
 • Road marking, Furniture & Miscellaneous Works

Consideration will be given to local firms who have qualified extensive experience in road construction of a similar 
nature, size and complexity.

Minimum Qualification Criteria: 
 • Provision of audited financial statements for 3 years between 2019 and 2022 
 • General Construction Experience: 10 Years 
 • Specific Construction Experience in the placement of Hot-Mix Asphalt Cement (HMAC) 
 • Contract Management Experience: 10 Years 
 • Construction Experience in a Project of Similar Size and Complexity (one) 
 • Access to Line of Credit: $500,000.00 
 • Average annual turnover of minimum: Bz$1.5 Million 
 • Qualified registered Engineer: 10 years’ experience (5 years registered)

Effective Monday 29 May 2023, Bidding Documents are available at a cost of Bz$1,000.00 from the address below.

There are two options for submitting the bidding information. These are:
(a) By electronic submission, in pdf format, to the email address indicated below. The submission will be deemed to have 
 been received at the time that it is received by the PEU. The burden of proving receipt of the email will be on the applicant 
 and will not be met solely by a read receipt or sent items report generated by the bidder’s computer.; or

(b) By submission of one original and three hard copies, by hand or by registered mail, in a sealed envelope to the address 
 below. The sealed envelope containing each submission must include the name and address of the applicant.

All Bidding Documents properly completed should reach the office of the Chief Engineer at the address below no later than 
Monday 12 June 2023 at 10:00 am. The Ministry shall not be bound to assign any reason for not post-qualifying any 
contractor and shall not accept responsibility for any cost incurred by the applicants.

Attention:  Mr. Evondale Moody 
   Chief Engineer
   Ministry of Infrastructure Development and Housing 
   Power Lane, Belmopan 
   BELIZE C.A.
   Tel: +501-828-5220 
   Email: peu@midh.gov.bz
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MINISTRY OF 
INFRASTRUCTURE DEVELOPMENT 

AND HOUSING

PROCUREMENT NOTICE
CONCRETE PAVING OF STREETS IN BELIZE CITY
The Government of Belize (GOB), through the Ministry of Infrastructure Development and Housing (MIDH), intends to upgrade 

three streets in Belize City to concrete paved standards, namely:

 1. Lacroix Boulevard 
 2. Complex Avenue 
 3. Neal’s Pen Road

Lacroix Boulevard will comprise the upgrading to concrete paved standards of this Boulevard from its intersection with George Price 
     Highway along Lopez Street - Lacroix Boulevard to Haulover Creek, which is approximately 1,267 meters.

Complex Avenue will comprise the upgrading to concrete paved standards of this Avenue from its intersection with Mahogany Street 
            to Lacroix Boulevard, which is approximately 595 meters.

Neal’s Pen Road will comprise the upgrading to concrete paved standards of this Road from its intersection with Central American  
            Boulevard to Fabers Road, which is approximately 1,270 meters.

Provided there are no delays, construction is expected to start in the Third Quarter of 2023. The MIDH hereby invites interested 
contractors in the civil works to be part of this bidding process.

The Project is being implemented by the MIDH, Project Execution Unit (PEU). An Engineering Coordinator within the PEU 
will be responsible for the day-to-day management of project activities. 

The Scope of Works refers to:
 • Preparation of granular road base 
 • Drainage improvements 
 • Formwork and reinforcement setting and concreting 
 • Roadmarking, Furniture & Miscellaneous Works

Consideration will be given to local firms who have qualified extensive experience in road construction of a similar size and 
complexity.

Minimum Qualification Criteria: 
 • Provision of audited financial statements for 3 years between 2019 and 2022 
 • General Construction Experience: 10 Years 
 • Specific Construction Experience in the construction of rigid (concrete) pavement 
 • Contract Management Experience: 10 Years 
 • Construction Experience in a Project of Similar Size and Complexity (one) 
 • Access to Line of Credit: $500,000.00 
 • Average annual turnover of minimum: Bz$1.5 Million 
 • Qualified registered Engineer: 10 years’ experience (5 years registered)

Effective Monday 29 May 2023, Bidding Documents are available at a cost of Bz$1,000.00 from the address below.

There are two options for submitting the bidding information. These are:
(a) By electronic submission, in pdf format, to the email address indicated below. The submission will be deemed to have been 
 received at the time that it is received by the PEU. The burden of proving receipt of the email will be on the applicant and will 
 not be met solely by a read receipt or sent items report generated by the bidder’s computer.; or

(b) By submission of one original and three hard copies, by hand or by registered mail, in a sealed envelope to the address below. 
 The sealed envelope containing each submission must include the name and address of the applicant.

All Bidding Documents properly completed should reach the office of the Chief Engineer at the address below no later than Monday 
12 June 2023 at 10:00 am. The Ministry shall not be bound to assign any reason for not post-qualifying any contractor and shall not 
accept responsibility for any cost incurred by the applicants.

Attention:  Mr. Evondale Moody 
   Chief Engineer
   Ministry of Infrastructure Development and Housing 
   Power Lane, Belmopan 
   BELIZE C.A.
   Tel: +501-828-5220 
   Email: peu@midh.gov.bz
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