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Constitutional Reform
Former PM on ‘Crossing the Floor’: ‘It is a matter of degrees'

Former Prime Minister Rt. Hon. Dean BarrowFormer Prime Minister Rt. Hon. Dean Barrow

“It is a matter of 
degrees. Maybe you 
might want to say 
causing the person to lose 
their seat in the House of 
Representatives is going 
too far, but I would not 
agree that a Party cannot 
impose any sanctions at 
all.” 

This is how former 
prime minister Right 
H o n o r a b l e  D e a n 
Barrow responded to 
The Reporter’s question 
on whether a desired 
outcome of the ongoing 
Constitutional Reform 
process is to have 
section 59(2)(e) and 
its related provisions 
removed from the Belize 
Constitution. 

The Backdrop
T h e  p r o v i s i o n , 

introduced after the 
P o l i t i c a l  R e f o r m 
Commission (PRC) of 
2000, reads: 

“A member of the 
House of Representatives 

shall also vacate his seat 
in the House […] if, 
having been a candidate 
of a political party and 
elected to the House 
of Representatives 
as a candidate of that 
political party, he resigns 
from that political party 
or crosses the floor.”

In the conventions of 
parliamentary parlance, 
“crossing the floor” (anti-
defection legislation) 
speaks to the instance 
in which the member 
of a Party, among other 
things, votes against his 
own Party’s position. 

However, in Belize, 
dur ing  the  PRC’s 
deliberation two decades 
ago, it was unclear what 
definition would be 
applied. 

For context, the PRC’s 
report states: 

“In examining the 
issue, the Commission 
[ P R C  o f  2 0 0 0 ] 
reviewed the anti-

defection legislation 
and experience of 
other nations in the 
Commonwealth. In 
this review, it became 
clear to the Commission 
that the most critical 
aspect of developing a 
recommendation was 
to decide what exactly 
constitutes defection 
or crossing of the floor. 
Based on the experience 
of other nations, the 
definition could include 
at least the following 
four scenarios: Elected 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s 
i n  t h e  H o u s e  o f 
Representatives who:

1. Resign from a 
political party that has 
seats in the House;

2. Cross the floor and 
joins another political 
party in the House;

3. Vote against their 
political party in the 
House without party 
permission;

Pg. 3

Business Senator optimistic about ‘Senate En-
quiry’ Motion into ‘Definitive Agreement’

Sen. Kevin HerreraSen. Kevin Herrera

The social partner 
s e n a t o r s  a r e 

optimistic that the 
motion to trigger a 
Senate Enquiry into the 
matters surrounding the 
Definitive Agreement 
will receive sufficient 
support in Parliament next 
week, Business Senator 
Kevin Herrera told The 
Reporter Thursday.

The senate’s power 
for such enquiries are 
established at section 
61A( 2 ) (d )  o f  t he 
Constitution of Belize, 
which reads: 

“The powers and 
functions of the Senate 
referred to in subsection 
(1) are of this section as 
follows […] instituting 
and conducting enquiries 
and investigations on 
any matter of public 

interest or importance, 
including inquiries into 
mismanagement or 
corruption by persons in 
the central government or 
public statutory bodies.” 

Herrera told this 
newspaper that based 
on the feedback he has 
received, thus far, from 
his senate colleagues, he is 
anticipating support from 
all entities represented 

in the Senate, including 
t h e  g o v e r n m e n t ’s 
representatives and the 
Opposition. 

The term of reference 
for the enquiry lists 
several functions, which 
includes the mandate to: 

“ To  c o n d u c t  a n 
independent and impartial 
i nves t i ga t ion  and 
inquiry into the signing 
of the document titled 

‘Definative Agreement, 
by and between the 
Government of Belize 
and Portico Enterprises 

Pg. 3

LOO not impressed by 
Firearms and Ammunition 
Control Board proposal

Pg. 4

MOECST throws support behind Shoman

BNTU President Ruth ShomanBNTU President Ruth Shoman
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Every now and then we get a dramatic 
and  compe l l ing  example  o f  the 
value of the Freedom of the Press. 

A dramatic and compelling example comes 
f rom Channel  Seven  News,  which  has 
scored a scoop in revealing details about 
the Definitive Agreement with the company, 
Portico. 

Few people in the Briceño government 
knew of the legal  opinion of  K.C. Ben 
Juratowich, Belize’s leading attorney at the 
ICJ, who in April this year wrote a legal brief 
exposing the Definitive Agreement as illegal 
and unenforceable.

This revelation has shaken the Briceño 
government’s political capital to some degree 
because it shows that despite the Juratowitch 
advice, the Briceño Government continued 
to pursue a plan to have the agreement 
ratified by Parliament. Of course, it must 
be stated that it is a matter of public record 
that Juratowitch was not the only source of 
legal advice. Actually, it was Minister of 
Education and Freetown Area Representative 
Hon. Francis Fonseca who told the nation in 
a recent House Sitting the following: 

“Меndеѕ hаѕ аdvіѕеd thаt bаѕеd оn hіѕ 
роrtfоlіо аnd hаvіng rеgаrd tо rеlеvаnt саѕе 
lаw, Міnіѕtеr Соntrеrаѕ, аѕ hе thеn wаѕ,hаd 
thе іmрlіеd аnd оѕtеnѕіblе аuthоrі tу tо 
ехесutе thе dеfіnіtіvе аgrееmеnt. Nоw thаt 
аdvісе іѕ аn оріnіоn. Іt іѕ nоt а јudісіаl 
рrоnоunсеmеnt. Аnd іt іѕ оnlу а јudісіаl 
рrоnоunсеmеnt thаt dеfіnіtіvеlу mаkеѕ сlеаr 
whеthеr thе UDР аgrееmеnt іѕ vаlіd аnd 
bіndіng.” 

This Newspaper would agree with the point 
that only a judicial pronouncement could 
declar whether something is indeed valid. 
However, Fonseca had continued, saying, 
“Аѕ Мr. Меndеѕ аdvіѕеd, whеthеr wе lіkе іt 
оr nоt, thе аgrееmеnt rерrеѕеntѕ а роtеntіаl 
lеgаl lіаbіlіtу tо thе gоvеrnmеnt оf Веlіzе. 
Untіl оthеrwіѕе еѕtаblіѕhеd bу а соurt оf 
lаw. Ѕо, thе Міnіѕtrу оf Fіnаnсе Есоnоmіс 
Dеvеlорmеnt аnd Іnvеѕtmеnt hаd а dutу 
аnd оblіgаtіоn tо brіng thе mаttеr bеfоrе thе 
Саbіnеt fоr dіѕсuѕѕіоn аnd rеvіеw.”

Apart from the Attorney General’s ministry, 
the Government appears to have obtained at 
least two independent opinions: The Mendes 
and the Juratowitch opinions, but only one 
was discussed publicly. The other is on 
account of revelations via the Free Press. 

This entire matter began with the media 
reporting on a leaked Cabinet Confidential. 
And as the media continues to shine a light 
on the matter, additional findings emerge—
with the Juratowitch opinion being among 
the more recent disclosure. 

But this is not the first time the media has 
performed its duty as the Fourth Estate. We 
saw this with the “Passport and Visa” scandal; 
the well-documented Novelos debacle; and 
many other matters held under the scrutiny 
of the media. 

In every case, the Free Press in Belize 
exercised a role in bringing these “anomalies” 
to the attention of the public. 

Without the Free Press, who knows what 
other monstrous deals would have been 
perpetrated against the city and against the 
state, and the People of Belize!

These are powerful reminders that the 
Free Press in Belize must be kept alive 
at all costs. And this is important for the 
People’s Constitution Commission and the 
Belizean people to hold sacred as the nation 
contemplates recommendations for a new 
or amended constitution for Belize. It is 
imperative that we all preserve the necessary 
guarantees for a Free Press.

Th e  H u m a n 
R i g h t s 

C o m m i s s i o n  o f 
Bel ize this  week 
concluded a series 
o f  t r a in ing  wi th 
police officers, and 
immigra t ion  and 
border management 
personnel .  Fif ty-
f ive  par t ic ipants 
attended trainings 
that aim to create 
a n  e m p o w e r i n g 
env i ronmen t  fo r 
safeguarding the 
human  r i gh t s  o f 
r e f u g e e s  a n d 
m i g r a n t s  w h o 
e n t e r  B e l i z e . 
To p i c s  c o v e r e d 
include migration, 
u s e  o f  f o r c e , 
human trafficking, 
t h e  B e l i z e 
C o n s t i t u t i o n , 
fundamental rights, 
the Belize Refugees 
Act  and  migran t 
r i g h t s  ( m i x e d 
movements). 

T h e  L a t i n 
A m e r i c a  a n d 
Caribbean region 
c o n t i n u e  t o  s e e 
migra t ion  t rends 
grow increasingly 
c o m p l e x  o v e r 
t h e  l a s t  d e c a d e , 
b r ing ing  wi th  i t 
n e w  c h a l l e n g e s 
f o r  s t a t e s  l i k e 
Belize. Data shows 
that  by 2020 the 
region hosted some 
f i f t e e n  m i l l i o n 
migrants ,  double 
the data from 1990. 
The  gove rnmen t 
r epor t s  tha t  jus t 
over sixty thousand 
migrants are living 
i n  B e l i z e .  T h e y 
c o m e  p r i m a r i l y 
f rom Guatemala , 

Safeguarding the human 
rights of migrants 

such as the Belize 
R e f u g e e  A c t , 
which is guided by 
the  In te rna t iona l 
R e f u g e e 
Convention. 

A n o t h e r 
component of the 
p r o j e c t  i n c l u d e s 
work within border 
communities along 
the western border. 
The  Commiss ion 
hopes  to  educate 
the beneficiaries on 
how these rights and 
laws can be applied 
to ensure that all 
persons are treated 
wi th  respec t  and 
dignity and ensure 
their human rights 
are not violated in 
whatever process 
they face. 

A g a i n ,  t h e 
Commission is not 
seeking to defend 
any  immigra t ion 
o f f e n c e s 
c o m m i t t e d ,  b u t 
s e e k s  o n l y  t o 
ensure that  these 
p e r s o n s ’ h u m a n 
rights are respected 
and upheld and that 
they  are  a l lowed 
due process under 
B e l i z e  l a w s . 
T h e  U n i v e r s a l 
D e c l a r a t i o n  o f 
H u m a n  R i g h t s 
s p e a k s  t o  t h e s e 
r i g h t s .  A r t i c l e s 

Hondurans and El 
Sa lvador  f lee ing 
o t h e r  f o r m s  o f 
v io lence  such as 
g e n d e r - b a s e d 
v i o l e n c e  w h i l e 
others are looking 
for a better standard 
of living for their 
families. 

Presently, a little 
over four thousand 
r e f u g e e s  a n d 
asylum seekers are 
in Belize, and come 
primarily from El 
Salvador, Honduras 
a n d  G u a t e m a l a . 
Their vulnerability 
places them most at 
risk for trafficking, 
sexual exploitation, 
and other  human 
rights violations. 
The  Commiss ion 
believes that proper 
sc reen ing  wou ld 
a l l o w  f o r  b e t t e r 
referrals  to local 
ent i t ies  that  best 
assist individuals 
to receive specified 
se rv ices  to  mee t 
s p e c i f i c  n e e d s 
o f  m i g r a n t s  a n d 
refugees.

T h e  p r o j e c t , 
wh ich  i s  funded 
b y  t h e  E m b a s s y 
o f  S w i t z e r l a n d 
t o  M e x i c o  a n d 
B e l i z e ,  a i m s  t o 
c r e a t e  a  b e t t e r 
u n d e r s t a n d i n g 
o f  human  r i gh t s 
and international 
human rights laws. 
This can help foster 
a safer and more 
dignified migratory 
procedure, creating 
a safer environment 
f o r  p r o t e c t i n g 
individuals under 
o u r  l o c a l  l a w s , 

13, 14, and 15 of 
t h e  D e c l a r a t i o n 
of Human Rights 
specifically address 
i n t e r n a l  a n d 
external migration 
a n d  n a t i o n a l 
identity. Article 13 
guarantees freedom 
o f  m o v e m e n t . 
Article 14 grants 
the right to seek and 
enjoy asylum from 
persecu t ion ,  and 
Article 15 speaks to 
everyone’s right to 
a nationality. 

T h e  p r o j e c t 
c o n t i n u e s  w i t h 
o t h e r  a c t i v i t i e s 
w i t h i n  b o r d e r 
communities along 
the western border. 
The t raining was 
f a c i l i t a t e d  b y 
m e m b e r s  o f  t h e 
Board of Directors 
of the Commission.

Disc la imer :  the 
opinions expressed 
by our columnists 
are theirs alone, and 
are not necessarily 
re f l e c t i v e  o f  t h e 
newspaper’s stance 
o n  t h e  i s s u e s 
touched. We believe 
i t  i s  cr i t ica l  that 
our columnists be 
allowed freedom to 
generate discussion 
t h r o u g h  t h e i r 
expressions on any 
number of topics.
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FIRST NOTICE
Pursuant to Section 10 (3) of the Belize Mines and Minerals Act, Chapter 226, 

Substantive Laws of Belize, Revised Edition 2011, Errol Haynes of Haynesee 
Ltd., Belize City, Belize C.A., has applied to the Honourable Minister of Natural 
Resources, Petroleum and Mining, through the Inspector of Mines, Mining Unit 
for a renewal of Mining License No. 4 of 2018, for the extraction of sand 
and gravel from an area of the Sibun River in the Adams Eddy area, Belize 
District, Belize C.A. 

The area to be mined is located at UTM co-ordinates:

Bar 	 Northings 	 Eastings       	    Bar	 Northings      Eastings
1)	 1907895	 331406		      7)	 1908867	 332061
2) 	 1908061	 331255		      8)	 1909268	 332470 
3) 	 1908204	 331259		      9)	 1909411	 332613
4)	 1908411	 331434		    10)	 1909776	 332978         
5)	 1908510	 331569		    11)	 1910165	 333105
6)	 1908613	 331720		    12)	 1910633	 332982

The area to be mined comprises approximately twelve (12) acres.

Constitutional Reform...
Cont’d from pg. 1

4. Abstain from voting 
with their political party 
in the House without 
party permission.”

The records show that 
the PRC Commissioners 
agreed unanimously on 
points numbers 1 and 2, 
but were unable to settle 
on the last two (number 
3 and 4). 

Importantly, the PRC’s 
recommendation was 
for specific legislation 
to have been provided 
that would delineate the 
conditions of crossing 
the floor. This, however, 
has never occurred, and 
the change was only 
made at section 59(2) of 
the Constitution. 

Removing the Whip
Returning to The 

Reporter’s interview 
with former Prime 
Minister Hon. Dean 
Barrow, he opined that 
he would not call for 
the complete removal 
of the Crossing-the-
Floor (CtF) provision, 
but could concede that 
a softer sanction could 
be considered. 

“Even if you remove 
the Crossing the Floor 
[from the Constitution], 

the Party can ‘Remove 
the Whip’ from those 
who  vo te  aga ins t 
their Party,” Barrow 
underscored. 

He added that  i t 
is difficult for him 
to envision a system 
that would not afford 
political parties in 
Parliament any means 
to sanction their own 
members of Parliament 

who “vote against their 
own party.” 

Barrow’s reference to 
“Removing the Whip” 
speaks to a practice seen 
in other Parliamentary 
Democracies such as 
the United Kingdom 
where members who 
vote against their party’s 
position do not lose their 
seat in Parliament but 
are essentially ostracized 

from their own party as 
a form of discipline. The 
Member of Parliament 
would then be classified 
as an “independent”—
not affiliated with any 
party in Parliament. 

The Free Vote
Barrow argued that 

the idea to change 
section 59(2)(e) is not 
something that he can 
see resulting in any real 

and material change. “If 
you operate it maturely, 
the Government should 
allow a free vote,” said 
Barrow. 

The free vote  is 
also known as the 
conscience vote, where 
area representatives 
are granted the license 
to vote as they please 
during a division of the 
House.    

Barrow also reminded 
that even with the 
current provision there 
is still a process through 

which any party and 
the member in question 
must go through before 
an action is formally 
declared as a scenario 
constituting “crossing 
the floor.” 

Fundamentally, it is 
yet to be seen what the 
Belizean people’s input 
and recommendations to 
the People’s Constitution 
Commission, will be (if 
any) as it pertains to this 
clause in the country’s 
supreme law that was 
introduced via the PRC. 

Business Senator optimistic about ‘Senate Enquiry’ Motion into ‘Definitive Agreement’
Cont’d from pg. 1

Ltd (dba) the Port of 
Magical Belize’ and 
dated October 2020, to 
determine which, if any, 
established procedures 
and/or investment policy 
were followed.”

The Motion also 
seeks to investigate 
and to ‘determine what 
advice, policy or basis 
the Cabinet relied upon 
to establish the validity 
of the document titled 
‘Definative Agreement, 
by and between the 
Government of Belize 
and Portico Enterprises 
Ltd (dba) the Port of 
Magical Belize,’ dated 
October 2020.”

The Juratowitch 
Legal Opinion 

This latter objective 
should prove most 
interesting in light of 
the recent revelation 
that at least two separate 
a n d  i n d e p e n d e n t 
legal opinions had 
been obtained by the 
government, one of 
which is from Dr. Ben 
Juratowitch, a familiar 
name given his role as 
part of the country’s 
legal team before the 
International Court of 
Justice on the Territorial 
Dispute. 

Juratowitch, who looks 
at core questions as to 
whether or not the former 
Minister Erwin Contreras 
had any authority to 
sign the agreement, also 
articulated a similar 

position to one The 
Reporter had reported in 
early June: That is, that 
the Executive Branch 
cannot fetter or bind the 
hands of the legislature. 

Juratowitch, citing 
relevant case precedent, 
wrote: 

“Nonethe less  … 
it is in my opinion 
clear that on all of the 
potential approaches to 
the question envisaged 
… the Agreement 
is unenforceable for 
illegality. This is because 
in it the Executive 
purports to reach a 
contractual agreement 
with a private party that 
the Legislature will pass 
legislation of particular 
content. This is contrary 
to the fundamental 
principle of the separation 
of powers between 
the Executive and 
Legislature as enshrined 
in the Constitution of 
Belize and upheld by the 
CCJ in cases concerning 
Belize.” 

As stated earlier, this 
position is similar to that 
former Prime Minister 
Hon. Dean Barrow 
communicated to The 
Reporter in early June. 

According to Barrow, 
who is also a senior 
counsel, case precedents 
such as Claim No. 
404 of 2007 already 
demonstrated in Belize's 
Supreme Court that 
government ministers, 

including the prime 
minister, cannot place 
restrictions or demands, 
per se, on Parliament; 
t h e r e b y,  m a k i n g 
agreements like the 
Portico (Port of Magical 
Be l i ze )  document 
unenforceable. 

Barrow's reference to 
Claim No. 404 of 2007 
speaks to a matter raised 
by the Port of Belize 
Limited (claimant) 
against the Government 
of Belize regarding 
certain agreements that 
the Port of Belize Limited 
(PBL) argued that the 
Government breached 
and failed to fulfill. 

Barrow reminded that 
the judge's ruling in that 
matter (and others like 
it) provides sufficient 
guidance as to how 
to handle the present 
Definitive Agreement 
because those earlier 
cases established, as a 
matter of legal principle, 
that the Executive Branch 
of Government, inter alia, 
cannot fetter or bind the 
hands of Parliament. 

Barrow, quoting the 
2007 case, said: 

"The court could, 
where it finds that the 
agreements purported to 
fetter future power of the 
legislature to legislate, 
arrive at a conclusion 
that the undertaking 
to enact legislation is 
unenforceable because it 
is ultra vires the Executive 

Government, contrary 
to public policy and 
usurpation of the functions 
of the legislature. 

“As such, I [Justice 
Minnet Hafiz Bertram] 
respectfully disagree 
with Learned Counsel 
for the Claimants that the 
Defendant cannot rely on 
this argument because it 
was not pleaded."

He also quoted another 
section of that earlier 
judgment: “I [Justice 
Hafiz Bertram] agree 
with the Defendant 
that the undertaking by 
the Minister to enact 
legislation purports to 
fetter the power of the 
legislature to legislate. 

“The Minister cannot 
validly enter into a 
contract that fetters the 
power of the legislature 
to legislate. Further, the 
agreement is beyond the 
powers of the executive 
to legislate. The rule 
against fettering applies to 
a clash between a contract 
and future legislation. 
It is not possible for a 
Government to bind 
itself by contract either to 
legislate or not to legislate 
on a particular matter in 
the future."

In concluding the 2007 
case, Justice Minnet 
Hafiz Bertram found 
that the government (the 
Defendant) did not breach 
any agreement for, among 
other things, the reasons 
already cited. 
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Cabinet Brief 
Belmopan, 6th July 2023.  
 The Cabinet, chaired by Prime Minister Hon. John 

Briceño, met on 4th July 2023. 
 Cabinet considered and approved the establishment of 

a Firearms and Ammunition Control Board to receive, 
consider and process firearm applications; to provide 
regulations and criteria for the approval of firearms 
licensing, including training and certification of license 
holders; and to develop a plan for the digitization of a 
firearms and ammunition licensing system to replace the 
current manual system.  

Through a Vital Statistics Unit mobile clinic in Santa 
Cruz Village in Southern Belize, more than 1,300 Belizeans 
were able to successfully apply for and obtain vital 
documents. Building on the success of this mobile clinic 
and aware of the fact that many persons have been unable 
to provide proof of their Belizean nationality, Cabinet 
requested that the Attorney General’s Ministry propose an 
appropriate mechanism to assist undocumented Belizeans 
in regularizing their status as citizens. 

Every child born in Belize has the inalienable right to 
Belizean nationality and birth registration. Mindful of this, 
Cabinet requested that the Attorney General’s Ministry, 
through the Vital Statistics Unit and with the Ministry of 
Health & Wellness, coordinates to develop a mechanism 
for more efficient birth registration. 

In February, Cabinet approved a waiver of duties 
and taxes on female sanitary products. In pursuance of 
its obligations as a member of the CARICOM Single 
Market and Economy, government requested a waiver 
from the CARICOM Council for Trade and Economic 
Development to waive the Common External Tariff (CET) 
on female sanitary products. Approval was granted for the 
suspension of the CET on sanitary towels and napkins for 
one year and tampons for two years. Government will now 
update the necessary regulations to reflect the zero-rating 
of duties on these products.  

In an effort to bring Belize into full compliance 
with its obligations under the CARIFORUM-EU and 
CARIFORUM-UK economic partnership agreements, 
Cabinet gave its approval for the 10th phasedown tariff 
reduction and recommended that the matter be introduced 
at the next sitting of the House of Representatives.  

Finally, Cabinet reminds Belizeans that we are in the 
hurricane season and as such should be prepared and 
remain alert. 

LOO not impressed by Firearms and 
Ammunition Control Board proposal
By Michelle Sutherland

Le a d e r  o f  t h e 
O p p o s i t i o n 

(LOO) Moses “Shyne” 
Ba r row says  t ha t 
although he welcomes 
the  announcement 
of a Firearms and 
Ammunition Control 
Board to oversee and 
regulate the use of 
firearms and ammunition 
in the country, he feels 
that there is still more 
that needs to be done to 
ensure full accountability 
and transparency in the 
process.

On Thursday, Barrow 
told The Reporter, “It was 
the Opposition, media 
pressure (in particular 
7News’ Jules Vasquez’s 
special investigation), 
and whistleblowers 
bringing about potential 
meaningful change. 
However, we need to 
review the regulations 

governing the ‘control 
board’ before we can be 
fully satisfied.'' 

Regulations which he 
says will need to assure 
accountabil i ty and 
transparency.

Barrows' comments 
f o l l o w  a  C a b i n e t 
briefing which was 
published on Thursday 
which announced that 
Cabinet had considered 
and  approved  the 
e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f 
a  F i r e a r m s  a n d 
Ammunition Control 
Board. This new entity 
would be tasked with 
receiving, considering, 
and processing firearm 
applications. 

It will also provide 
regulations and criteria 
for the approval of 
firearms licensing, 
including training and 
certification of license 
holders.

The Cabinet brief 

also confirmed that 
there are plans in the 
pipeline to develop a 
plan for the digitization 
of  a  f i rearms and 
ammunition licensing 
system to replace the 
current manual system.

The announcement 
comes following reports 
of police officers being 
involved in the sale of 
gun licenses, which in 
some instances involve 
persons of questionable 
character. 

In one instance, the 
Commissioner of Police 
Chester Williams had 
confirmed that while his 
signature was on one of 
the licenses, the vetting 
process seemingly had 
been tampered with. 
He claimed that a false 
vetting application had 
ended up in the files and 
as such no one was ever 
charged.

MOECST throws support behind Shoman
By Michelle Sutherland

The Ministry of 
Education Culture, 

Science and Technology 
has issued a press 
release expressing their 
recognition of Ruth 
Shoman's appointment 
as President of the Belize 
National Teachers Union 
(BNTU).

The ministry’s release 
comes amid objections 
from a BNTU faction 
that has taken issue with 
Shoman’s past.

The MOECST, in their 
release, said that they 
welcomed Shoman in 
her new role as president 
of the BNTU and ''look 
forward to a constructive, 
respectful and productive 
working partnership with 
Shoman, the Executive 
Committee, and the 
Council of Management.”

Since taking up the post 
on July 1st, 2023, there 
have been several attempts 
by a handful of BNTU's 
members attempting 
to remove her from the 
position. The group 
has circulated a petition 
among members, sought 
legal advice on the matter, 
and is reportedly preparing 
to file a claim in the courts 
seeking judicial review 
on Shoman's appointment.

Last week, the group 
of concerned BNTU 
members issued a press 
release saying, ''At the 59th 
Belize National Teachers 
Union (BNTU) Annual 
Convention held on April 
13th, 2023, a significant 
decision was made by 356 
members in attendance 
who voted in favor of 
Ruth Shoman as the next 
president of the BNTU. 
Regrettably, it has come 
to our attention that this 
decision was made without 
the crucial knowledge 
of certain disqualifying 
factors pertaining to 
Mrs. Shoman's background 
and her criminal history.''

The group was referring 
to charges of theft that were 
brought against Shoman 
under her maiden name 
Ruth Guerra in which 
she was accused and 
later admitted to stealing 
$110,000 from Island 
Makers Limited and Belize 
Yacht Club in San Pedro. 
Those charges dated back 
to 1998, however, in 2000 
the Supreme Court ordered 
Shoman to repay $81,028.

These revelations have 
led the group to opine that 
''these criminal charges and 
admission raise significant 
concerns about the ethics 
and professional conduct 

expected of a president of 
the BNTU.''

Furthermore, the group 
went on to cite Rule 
No. 3 of the BNTU’s 
Constitution which state: 
“After due process, the 
Union, by decision of 
Council, may cancel the 
membership of persons 
who (i) violate the ethical 
and professional code 
laid down by the Union; 
or (ii) are convicted of 
criminal offenses or grave 
professional misconduct.”

 The group also referred 
to section A (1) which 
mandates that a member 
of the union be employed 
in the educational sector 
whether public or private. 
The group says that they 
are questioning Guerra's 
claims that she is employed 
in the United States because 
she has yet to provide any 
official documentation 
solidifying her claims.

Shoman took over the 
presidency reigns from 
Elena Smith.
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Individual Consultancy – Transport Planner
Type of Location: Consultant will be station and work in the Department of 
Transport under the Ministry of Youth, Sports, and Transport. 
Expected Duration of Assignment: One Year with possibility of extension 
subject Finance and Performance evaluation

Background:
In 2019, the Government of Belize in partnership with the United Nations Development 

Fund, funded by the European Union, signed an agreement to facilitate transformation within 
Belize's Transportation Sector through the enabling of low carbon means of transportation. 
The ambition is to establish the foundation for further investments in e-mobility as a part of 
system transformation. Foundational work undertaken through this initiative is expected to 
contribute to NDC/ LEDS implementation, ultimately enabling the deployment of 77 hybrid 
and electric buses by 2030 (17 by 2025) and the avoidance of 117 KtCO2e/year from the 
transport sector by 2030.To this end, The Department of Transport is seeking a Transport 
Planner to support the implementation of the short- term transportation reforms needed to 
strengthen the capacity of the Ministry of Transport and transform the public transportation 
sector through piloting of e-mobility within Belize.

Objectives, Duties and Responsibilities:
The Transport Planner is required to develop, administer, evaluate, and monitor 

transportation plans, programs, and projects, specifically the EU funded project- Piloting 
e-mobility within Belize’s Public Transport System. The Planner will participate in policy 
development and implementation and identifies emerging needs to help facilitate the growth 
and transformation of the sector. The Planner is expected to foster teamwork and display 
the communications skills required to interact productively with senior and junior personnel 
within the Department of Transport, as well as representatives of outside agencies and 
organizations. The planner will provide overall support to the Chief Transport Officer in 
addition to other duties such as the management, research, and development of strategies 
surrounding transportation planning for the E-mobility pilot project.

a)	 Provide technical expertise within the project framework and support the review 
	 of existing regulations, policies, and standards.
b)	 Support implementation of the inter-city pilot project. 
c)	 Support the establishment of a web-based knowledge management platform to 
	 facilitate the sharing of expertise information and experiences in the transport sector. 
d)	 Support the use of an electronic platform capable of monitoring and analyzing real-
	 world ranges achieved vs. the manufacture’s range predictions of electric vehicles 
	 utilized within the project pilot.
e)	 In conjunction with the communication team at the Ministry of Public Utilities, 
	 Energy, Logistics and E-governance, support the launch of a joint communication 
	 campaign.
f)	 Lead the development of a National Transport Sector Transformation Strategy and 
	 Action Plan. 
g)	 Responsible for the management and coordination of day-to-day implementation 
	 of the e- mobility pilot project within the Department of Transport. 
h)	 Provide any addition support to Chief Transport Officer as it relates to advancing 
	 project objectives and the goals within the Department of Transport

Expected Outputs and Deliverables
Monthly Deliverable: As detailed in the Terms of Reference

Qualification, Experience and Skills:
	 •	 A University degree in Transportation planning, engineering, policy or 
		  any other related field. 
	 •	 At least 3 years of demonstrable project/programme management 
		  experience or experience in managerial position or filed research position. 
		  Must be self-motivated, self-directed and team oriented. 
	 •	 At least 5 years of experience working with ministries, national or 
		  provincial institutions that are concerned with natural resource and/or 
		  environmental management. 
	 •	 Knowledge of transportation systems and the transport sector in Belize 
		  including some knowledge of electric mobility 
	 •	 Training in Planning, Policy Development or Monitoring and Evaluation. 
	 •	 Ability to identify strategic issues, opportunities, risks, and communicate 
		  broad and compelling organizational direction in respect of the project. 
	 •	 Ability to apply statistical tools to data, in preparing reports and in 
		  collecting demographics and statistics.
 	 •	 Possesses good analytical, interpersonal, and oral and written 
		  communication skills. 
	 •	 Advanced MS Office skills.

Information Link:
https://procurement-notices.undp.org/view_negotiation.cfm?nego_id=7305
or
https://www.ungm.org/Public/Notice/204195

Submission of Application Package:
This specific tender is managed via the new supplier portal system of UNDP. If you are 

interested in submitting a bid for this tender, you must subscribe following the instructions 
in the user guide. If you have not registered a profile with this system, you can do so by 
following the link for Supplier Registration.

If you already have a supplier profile, please login to the Supplier Portal, then search for 
the negotiation using the reference number UNDP-BLZ-00021, following the instructions 
in the user guide.

Deadline for Application: Extended to Wednesday, July 12th, 2023, at 2:00 p.m.

UNDP is committed to achieving workforce diversity in terms of gender, nationality, and 
culture. Individuals from minority groups, indigenous groups and persons with disabilities are 
equally encouraged to apply. All submissions will be treated with the strictest of confidence.

UNDP does not tolerate sexual exploitation and abuse, any kind of harassment, including 
sexual harassment, and discrimination.
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Basic food basket of regulated goods expanded from 9 to 43
By Michelle Sutherland

Th e  r i s i n g 
cost  of  l iving 

has  p rompted  the 
Government of Belize 
to carry through with its 
promise to expand the 
list of regulated food 
items from nine to 43 
items.

The announcement 
was made at last week’s 
sitting of the House 
of Representatives by 
the Minister of Human 
Development Dolores 
Balderamous Garcia, 
who explained that the 
move was in an effort 
to alleviate the rising 
cost of living among 
Belizeans.

Garcia explained 
that under the Supplies 
Cont ro l  Act ,  “Al l 
30 food items will 
be  regula ted  wi th 
a  maximum re ta i l 
markup of 15%. These 
food items are butter, 
evaporated milk, eggs, 
baby cereal, infant 
formula, creamers, 
cocoa powder, corn 
flour, other beans in 
addition to red kidney 
beans, oats, cereal and 
cornflakes, chicken 
sausages, corn beef, 
tuna, baking powder, 

yeast,  cooking oil, 
shortening, chicken 
cuts ,  ground beef, 
carrots onion, cabbage, 
sweet pepper, potato, 
tomato, macaroni and 
cheese, peanut butter, 
condensed milk, and 
the five gallons bottled 
water.”

A total of 13 non-food 
items, which will only 
be allowed to have a 
20% retail markup, were 
also added to the list. 
These include hygiene 
products for females, 
rubbing alcohol, bar 
soap, toilet paper, soap 
powder, fabric softener, 
l i q u i d  d e t e r g e n t , 
d e o d o r a n t ,   b a b y 
oil, petroleum jelly, 
diapers, baby wipes, 
and toothpaste.

In an effort to prevent 
Belizean's purchasing 
power from eroding any 
further, the Supplies 
Control Unit under the 
Ministry of Agriculture 
has been tasked with 
the enforcement and 
monitoring of these 
new regulations. The 
Ministry is also asking 
Belizeans to be wary 
of the new prices and 
to report any price 
gouging to the Supplies 
Control Unit.
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By Michelle Sutherland

Le a d e r  o f  t h e 
O p p o s i t i o n 

( L O O ) ,  M o s e s 
“ S h y n e ”  B a r r o w 
h a s  c r i t i c i z e d 
t h e  r e d i s t r i c t i n g 
p r o p o s a l  t h a t  h a s 
b e e n  p u t  f o r w a r d 
by the redistricting 
task force, and in so 
doing has  accused 
the People’s United 
P a r t y  ( P U P )  o f 
gerrymandering.

B a r r o w ,  i n  a 
1 7 - m i n u t e  v i d e o 
r e c o r d i n g — w h i c h 
appears to be based 
o n  w h a t  h e  w a s 
p r e v e n t e d  f r o m 
s a y i n g  t h e  l a s t 
Sitting of the House 
of Representative—
s a i d  t h a t  e v e n 
before the exercise 
h a d   c o m m e n c e d , 
the opposition had 
raised the issue of 
h a v i n g  t h e  P U P 
Senator and Deputy 
Secre ta ry  Genera l 
Collet Montejo lead 
the  exercise ,  even 
requesting that he be 
removed. 

“We  ob jec t ed  to 
Co l l e t t  Mon te jo ’s 
a p p o i n t m e n t  a n d 
even wrote the GG 
[Governor General] 
to vehemently oppose 
such a partisan figure 
contaminating what 
must be a nonpartisan 
u n d e r t a k i n g  t o 
protect against the 
very gerrymandering 
w e  s e e  n o w  a n d 
i t s  c o n s e q u e n t 
injustices,” Barrow 
recalled.

Injustices he says 
t h a t  c a n   n o w  b e 

Hon. Moses “Shyne” Barrow 

seen in some of the 
proposals that have 
b e e n  s u b m i t t e d . 
P r o p o s a l s  t h a t  h e 
says are undermining 
d e m o c r a c y  a n d 
denying the Belizean 
public free and equal 
representation.

“ T h e r e  i s  n o 
g r e a t e r  e x a m p l e 
of  gerrymandering 
than what the Collet 
Montejo task force 
has proposed to do in 
Fort George, Belize 
R u r a l  S o u t h ,  a n d 
Albert. 

“In an attempt to 
prevent the member 
f rom For t  George 
who happens to be 
t h e  c h a i r m a n  o f 
t h e  P U P a n d  t h e 
minister responsible 

f o r  e l e c t i o n s 
a n d  b o u n d a r i e s 
f r o m  l o s i n g  h i s 
constituency to his 
brother the member 
f r o m  C a r i b b e a n 
Shore, the task force 
has proposed to go 
across the Caribbean 
Sea to Belize Rural 
S o u t h  a n d  t a k e 
Caye  Caulker  and 
S t  G e o rg e ' s  C a y e 
to merge with Fort 
George and then go 
a c r o s s  t h e  B e l i z e 
R i v e r  f r o m  n o r t h 
s i d e  t o  t h e  s o u t h 
side constituency of 
Alber t  where  they 
propose to subtract 
al l  of  poll ing area 
10 and some of the 
pol l ing area  16 to 
add to Fort George.”

Barrow argued that 
t he  Caye  Cau lke r 
consti tuency apart 
f r o m  b e i n g  a n 
island does not have 
anything in common 
with  For t  George, 
as does the Albert 
constituency which 
does not  bore any 
similarities with Fort 
George.

Barrow said that 
af ter  del iberat ion, 
t h e  o p p o s i t i o n , 
wary of the need for 
equal representation, 
r e c o m m e n d s 
t h e  m e r g i n g  o f 
Mesopo tamia  and 
Queen  Square ,  a s 
well as half of Port 
Loyola with Albert 
and the remaining 
p o r t i o n  w i t h  t h e 
Collet Constituency. 

B a r r o w  i s  a l s o 
p r o p o s i n g  t h e 
m e r g i n g  o f  F o r t 
G e o r g e  w i t h  a 
portion of Caribbean 
S h o r e s .  T h e 
remaining por t ion 
will go to Freetown. 
This,  according to 
Barrow, will reduce 
the total number of 
constituencies in the 
Belize District from 
13 to 11.

The task force is 
expected to present 
its recommendations 
t o  t h e  B e l i z e 
P rogress ive  Pa r ty 
o n  J u l y  1 7 t h   a n d 
to parliament on or 
before  July 31st.

The Opposition’s 
Original Opposition 
t o  M o n t e j o 
Appointment

The Reporter had 
originally covered 

the matter last June. 
At  the  t ime ,  UDP 
Chairman Michael 
Peyrefitte, speaking 
at a press conference, 
cited Section 63(1)(f) 
of the Constitution of 
Belize, which reads: 

“No person shal l 
b e  q u a l i f i e d  t o 
b e  a p p o i n t e d  a s 
a  S e n a t o r  w h o  … 
i s  d i s q u a l i f i e d 
f o r  m e m b e r s h i p 
o f  t h e  H o u s e  o f 
Represen ta t ive  by 
any law by reason 
of  h i s  ho ld ing ,  o r 
acting in, any office 
t h e  f u n c t i o n s  o f 
which involve;  ( i ) 
any  respons ib i l i ty 
for, or in connection 
with, the conduct of 
any election; or (ii) 
any  respons ib i l i ty 
for the compilation 
or  revis ion of  any 
electoral register.”

A c c o r d i n g  t o 
Peyrefitte, Montejo 
i s  i n  b r e a c h  o f 
this  sect ion of  the 
Constitution. “This 
man has taken on a 
job to do that exact 
same thing. He needs 
to  resign from the 
Senate if  he wants 
to do that job,” he 
stressed.

F o r  h i s  p a r t , 
l a s t  y e a r,  B a r r o w 
c a l l e d  M o n t e j o ' s 
a p p o i n t m e n t 
“ a n o t h e r  a s s a u l t 
on our democracy” 
t h a t  s e e k s  t o 
d i s e n f r a n c h i s e 
Belizeans. According 
to Barrow, Montejo, 
in his capacity as a 
senator,  cannot  be 
seen as an objective 
person and went as 
fa r  as  to  ques t ion 
w h e t h e r  M o n t e j o 
w o u l d  b e  a b l e  t o 
a c c o m p l i s h  t h e 
redistricting task with 
equal representation 
in mind.

“ M r .  M o n t e j o 
is as partisan as it 

comes,  and that  is 
why the  Elec t ions 
a n d  B o u n d a r i e s 
C o m m i s s i o n  w a s 
set up to transcend 
pol i t i c s .  The  PUP 
promised that this was 
not the government 
t h e y  w o u l d  b e . 
T h e y  p r o m i s e d 
t r a n s p a r e n c y , 
accountability, and 
good governance,” 
said Barrow.

T h e  c o n f l i c t , 
a s  r a i s e d  b y  t h e 
Opposit ion,  comes 
f rom the  fac t  tha t 
s e c t i o n  9 0 ( 4 )  o f 
t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n 
o f  B e l i z e  s t a t e s : 
“When the Election 
a n d  B o u n d a r i e s 
C o m m i s s i o n 
considers it necessary 
t o  i n c r e a s e  t h e 
number of electoral 
divisions …it shall 
make proposals to the 
National Assembly, 
a n d  t h e  N a t i o n a l 
Assembly may enact 
a law to give effect to 
such proposals.” 

The Senate, within 
w h i c h  M o n t e j o 
represents the PUP 
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n , 
i s  a  p a r t  o f  t h e 
National Assembly. 
C o n s e q u e n t l y , 
the  Cons t i tu t ion’s 
section-63 provision 
appears to be aimed 
a t  m i n i m i z i n g 
t h e  l i k e l i h o o d  o f 
conflicts of interests, 
as well as limiting 
t h e  p o t e n t i a l  f o r 
gerrymandering to 
occur. 

A p p l i e d  t o 
M o n t e j o ’ s  c a s e , 
the  sena tor  would 
e s s e n t i a l l y  b e 
tasked with voting 
in the upper house 
o n  p r o p o s a l s  f o r 
redistricting that he 
himself had overseen 
in the field on behalf 
o f  t h e  i n c u m b e n t 
government. 

LOO questions Collett Montejo's role in 
redistricting exercise, allege gerrymandering



 

S  U  D  O  K  U
Medium Puzzle Answer to Puzzle

Sudoku rules are 
extremely easy: Fill 
all empty squares so 
that the numbers 1 to 
9 appear once in each 
row, column and 3x3 
box.
Tip.
Use a soft erasable 
pencil.  Start with 
the easy puzzles, 
then move on to the 
harder ones.  Make 
small pencilmarks to 
show which numbers 
are allowed in empty 
squares. This will come 
handy when analyzing 
techniques are used.  
Never guess! Only 
make moves based 
on logical deductions.  
There is only one 
unique solution for 
each puzzle.
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By Michelle Sutherland

At last  week’s 
s i t t i n g  o f 

t h e  H o u s e  o f 
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s , 
Prime Minister John 
Briceño called for 
a n  a m e n d m e n t  t o 
the Standing Orders 
t o  a d d r e s s  t h e 
r e p e a t e d  a b s e n c e 
b y  Q u e e n  S q u a r e 
Area Representative 
D e n i s e  ' ' S i s t a 
B ' '  B a r r o w,  w h o 
h a s  m i s s e d  2 8 
consecutive House 
Meetings.

In his argument to 
the House, Briceño 
p o i n t e d  o u t  t h a t 
despite her repeated 
absences ,  S i s ta  B 
continues to collect 
her salary.

“ I f  s h e  w a s  n o t 
interested, then why 
did she put her name 
o n  a  b a l l o t ?  S h e 
could resign r ight 
now, you know, and 

we have re-election 
right now. But I’m 
coming to the point 
that you are making. 
Madam Speaker, I am 
asking the Chairman 
tha t ’s  r e spons ib le 
f o r  t h e  S t a n d i n g 
Orders to make an 
amendment  to  the 
Standing Orders, so 
w e  c a n  d e a l  w i t h 
a n y  m e m b e r  t h a t 
refuses to come to 
house  meet ings ,  ” 
said Briceño.

In defense of his 
co l l eague ,  Leader 
o f  the  Oppos i t ion 
M o s e s  “ S h y n e ” 
Barrow responded to 
the Prime Minister by 
telling him to amend 
the standing orders 
if he has a problem 
with them. Barrow 
made it known that 
despite her absence 
h i s  a u n t  i s  s t i l l 
c o m p l y i n g  w i t h 
the standing orders 
which requires that 

Queen Square Area Rep. Denise Barrow

she gives notice to 
the Speaker of the 
House of her absence 
who  then  excuses 
her.

“If the government 
o b j e c t s  t o  t h a t , 
then they have the 
majority to change 
i t  and require that 
e i t h e r  s h e  c o m e s 
t o  t h e  H o u s e  o r 
she  doesn’t ,”  sa id 
Barrow.

While that is yet to 
be seen, it appears 
t h a t  B r i c e ñ o  h a s 
been keeping count 
of Sista B’s absence, 
which according to 
h im s t ands  a t  28 . 
B r i c e ñ o  s a i d  t h a t 
he  f inds  Bar row ' s 

r e p e a t e d  a b s e n c e 
to be disrespectful 
t o  t h e  H o u s e  o f 
Representatives, to 
the People of Queen 
Square,  and to her 
c o l l e a g u e s  i n  t h e 
opposition.

S t a n d i n g  O r d e r 
84 provides that  a 
seat  i s  vacated by 
a  m e m b e r  w h e r e 
they are absent from 
the House for more 
than six consecutive 
s i t t i n g s ,  w i t h i n 
the  same  se s s ion . 
However, with such 
antiquated standing 
o r d e r s ,  t h e  h o u s e 
has never held six 
consecutive sittings 
within 3 months.

PM calls for an amendment to the Standing Orders 
to address Sista B's repeated absences
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Lucky Woman!

Float on Salt??

When those first  
drops of summer rain 
fall to the hot, dry 
ground, have you ever 
noticed a distinctive 
odor? 

Of course rain itself 
has no scent. But mo-
ments before a rain 
event, an “earthy” smell 
known as petrichor does 
permeate the air. People 
call it musky, fresh – 
generally pleasant.

This smell actually 
comes from the mois-
tening of the ground. 
Australian scientists 
first documented the 
process of petrichor for-
mation in 1964.

Petrichor is a combi-
nation of fragrant chem-
ical compounds. Some 
are from oils made by 

Why you can smell rain

concrete, they will splat-
ter and eject tiny par-
ticles called aerosols. 
The geosmin and other 
petrichor compounds 
that may be present on 
the ground or dissolved 
within the raindrop are 
released in aerosol form 
and carried by the wind 
to surrounding areas. 
If the rainfall is heavy 
enough, the petrichor 
scent can travel rap-
idly downwind and alert 
people that rain is soon 
on the way.

The scent eventu-
ally goes away after the 
storm and the ground 
begins to dry. This 
leaves the actinobacte-
ria lying in wait – ready 
to help us know when it 
might rain again.

plants. The main con-
tributor to petrichor are 
actinobacteria. These 
tiny microorganisms 
can be found in rural 
and urban areas as well 
as in marine environ-
ments. They decompose 
dead or decaying or-
ganic matter into simple 
chemical compounds 
which can then become 
nutrients for plants and 
other organisms.

A byproduct of their 
activity is an organic 
compound called geo-
smin which contributes 
to the petrichor scent. 
Geosmin is a type of al-
cohol, like rubbing alco-
hol. Alcohol molecules 
tend to have a strong 
scent, but the complex 
chemical structure of 

geosmin makes it espe-
cially noticeable to peo-
ple even at extremely 
low levels. Our noses 
can detect just a few 
parts of geosmin per 
trillion of air molecules.

During a prolonged 
period of dryness when 
it has not rained for sev-
eral days, the decom-
position activity rate 
of the actinobacteria 
slows down. Just before 
it rains, the air becomes 
more humid and the 
ground moistens. This 
process helps to speed 
up the activity of the 
actinobacteria and more 
geosmin is formed.

When raindrops fall 
on the ground, especial-
ly porous surfaces such 
as loose soil or rough 
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Daytime naps may be good 
for our brains, study says

Taking daytime naps may help maintain brain 
health as we age, according to a new study. 
However, prior research has shown that excess 
napping can also be harmful.

Habitual napping was linked with larger total 
brain volume, which is associated with a lower 
risk of dementia and other diseases, according 
to researchers from University College London 
(UCL) and the University of the Republic of 
Uruguay.

On average, the difference in brain volume 
between nappers  and non-nappers  was 
equivalent to 2.5 to 6.5 years of aging, 
researchers said.

“Our findings suggest that, for some people, 
short daytime naps may be a part of the puzzle 
that could help preserve the health of the brain 
as we get older,” said senior author Victoria 
Garfield, a senior research fellow at UCL, in 
a statement.

Excessive napping could be a sign of 
dementia, study finds

While the study was “well-conducted,” 
limitations include the fact that napping 
habits were self-reported, said Tara Spires-
Jones, president of the British Neuroscience 
Association and deputy director of the Centre 
for Discovery Brain Sciences at the University 
of Edinburgh, who was not involved in the 
study.

The results show “a small but significant 
increase in brain volume in people who have 
a genetic signature associated with taking 
daytime naps,” she told the Science Media 
Centre.

“Even with those limitations, this study is 
interesting because it adds to the data indicating 
that sleep is important for brain health,” she 
said.

In response, lead study author Valentina Paz, 
a researcher at the University of the Republic of 
Uruguay and UCL, said she agreed “the work 
has some limitations,” but they’re “confident” 
in the method used in the study.

Statistical approach
In the study, published Monday in the journal 

Sleep Health, researchers used a technique 
called Mendelian randomization to analyze 
DNA samples and brain scans from 35,080 
people aged 40 to 69 involved in the UK 
Biobank study, a large biomedical database and 
research resource that followed UK residents 
from 2006 to 2010.

Mendelian randomization is a statistical 
approach that  uses genetics to provide 
information about the relationship between an 
exposure and outcome.

Researchers looked at sections of genetic code 
linked to people’s likelihood of regular napping 
and then compared brain health and cognition 
results between those with the napping genes 
and those without.

“By looking at genes set at birth, Mendelian 
randomisation avoids confounding factors 
occurring throughout life that may influence 
associations between napping and health 
outcomes,” said lead author Paz in the statement.

The study looked at more than 35,000 people 
aged 40-69.

However, such a technique can only show an 
association between nap and brain health, not 
cause and effect. In addition, researchers did 
not have information on nap duration, which 

can impact whether sleep is helpful or harmful.
Paz said that previous findings suggest that 

“taking a short nap (5 to 15 minutes) in the 
early afternoon may benefit those needing it.”

Napping can be harmful too
Meanwhile, previous research has shown 

that frequent napping or regularly napping for 
extended periods during the day may be a sign 
of early dementia in older adults.

Elderly adults who napped at least once a 
day or more than an hour a day were 40% 
more likely to develop Alzheimer’s than those 
who did not nap daily or napped less than an 
hour a day, according to a study published in 
Alzheimer’s and Dementia: The Journal of the 
Alzheimer’s Association, in March 2022.

And in July 2022, a study found that people 
who often nap have a greater chance of 
developing high blood pressure and having a 
stroke.

Napping regularly linked to high blood 
pressure and stroke, study finds

Study participants who typically napped 
during the day were 12% more likely to develop 

high blood pressure over time and were 24% 
more likely to have a stroke compared with 
people who never napped.

“This may be because, although taking a nap 
itself is not harmful, many people who take naps 
may do so because of poor sleep at night. Poor 
sleep at night is associated with poorer health, 
and naps are not enough to make up for that,” 
said clinical psychologist Michael Grandner 
in a statement at the time. Grandner directs 
the Behavioral Sleep Medicine Clinic at the 
Banner-University Medical Center in Tucson, 
Arizona, and was not involved in the study.

Excessive napping can be a sign of an 
underlying sleep disorder, said sleep specialist 
Dr. Raj Dasgupta, an associate professor 
of clinical medicine at the Keck School 
of Medicine at the University of Southern 
California, in a an interview.

“Sleep disorders are linked to an increase in 
stress and weight regulation hormones which 
can lead to obesity, high blood pressure, type 
2 diabetes – all risk factors for heart disease,” 
he said. “I do believe napping is a warning 
sign of an underlying sleep disorder in certain 
individuals.”
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After an unexpected 
finish to the first round of 
Guatemala’s presidential 
election, the country’s 
Constitutional Court has 
suspended its certifica-
tion of the results, citing 
complaints from rival 
political parties.

But the temporary 
suspension has raised 
fears the court might 
overturn the outcome 
of the vote, threaten-
ing Guatemala’s already 
fragile democracy.

“This is unprecedent-
ed,” said Edgar Ortiz, 
a constitutional lawyer 
with the Guatemalan 
think tank Fundación 
Libertad y Desarrollo.

“Never in history has 
there been a problem 
with the vote count, 
much less one where 
the Constitutional Court 
— which has nothing to 
do with this — has in-
tervened in the system.”

The court’s decision 
came late on Saturday 
in the wake of a surprise 
victory for the progres-

sive Seed Movement.
I t s  d a r k - h o r s e 

candidate Bernardo 
Arevalo  emerged 
from a crowded field 
to win one of two 
seats in the final 
round of the election, 
with 11.8 percent of 
the vote. The only 
candidate with more 
votes was conserva-
tive Sandra Torres of 
the National Unity of 
Hope (UNE) party, 
with 15.8 percent sup-
port.

But Arevalo’s sur-
prise upset provoked 
complaints from 10 
political parties, in-
cluding the UNE. 
They argue a “great 
quantity” of the votes 
show “inconsisten-
cies, alterations and 
other discrepancies”.

But according to 
Oswaldo Samayoa, a 
constitutional lawyer 
and professor at San 
Carlos University, 
none of the evidence 
presented by the par-

Guatemala court intervenes in presidential race, raising concern
ties supports their argu-
ments.

“There are around 
600 of 24,000 polling 
stations that have to be 
reviewed to see if there 
were any disputes,” 
Samayoa said. “The 
parties should have evi-
dence of those disputes, 
but not one political 
party presented evi-
dence of such irregu-
larities.”

Nevertheless, the 
Constitutional Court 
responded to the com-
plaints with the suspen-
sion and a review of 
the vote tallies, which 
included congressional 
and municipal races as 
well as the presidential 
one.

Samayoa and Ortiz 
said they believe the 
review will not change 
the final match-up in 
the presidential contest. 
But, they warned, it 
could shift the results 
in lower-level contests, 
where the margins for 
victory were much 

tighter.
In the mayoral race 

in Guatemala City, for 
instance, the incumbent 
earned only about 500 
more votes than his 
closest competition.

A r e v a l o ’s  S e e d 
Movement ,  mean-
while, has failed to stop 
the election review. 
On Sunday, Guatema-
la’s Supreme Electoral 
Council denied its re-
quest for an annulment 
of the process.

“ I t  s e t s  a  c o m -
pletely negative and 
disastrous precedent 
for the rule of law in 
Guatemala,” said Juan 
Guerrero, the Seed 
Movement’s national 
poll observer.

Critics point out that 
at least six of the parties 
that issued complaints 
face cancellation after 
failing to obtain the 
minimum number of 
votes required to re-
main a legally recog-
nised political party.

The pause in the 

vote certification has 
prompted a backlash 
both in Guatemala and 
from international ob-
servers who fear the 
results could be over-
ruled, shattering faith 
in the country’s de-
mocracy.

On Sunday, the Or-
ganization of Ameri-
can States (OAS) dis-
patched observers and 
election experts to at-
tend Guatemala’s elec-
tion review, to ensure 
“the will of the people 
expressed at the polls” 
is “respected”.

The Guatemalan 
Foreign Ministry, how-
ever, responded to the 
concerns by calling on 
foreign governments 
to respect the country’s 
sovereignty and not in-
tervene in its domestic 
affairs.

But even within Gua-
temala’s own borders, 
the court’s decision 
sparked outcry and crit-
icism in a race already 
marred by questions of 
corruption.

In the lead-up to the 
first round of voting, 

three candidates — in-
cluding a frontrunner 
in the polls — were 
disqualified based on 
errors in their paper-
work and other alleged 
violations of electoral 
law.

Those decisions, also 
issued by the Constitu-
tional Court, have un-
dermined some voters’ 
trust in the electoral 
system.

In the wake of Sat-
urday’s suspension, 
some voters took to 
social media platforms 
like TikTok to express 
their frustration, post-
ing copies of the tallies 
publicly available on 
election transparency 
websites run by the 
government.

Their goal was to 
show there was no 
fraud in the June 25 
elections.

The fate of the sec-
ond round of the presi-
dential election, sched-
uled for August 20, 
remains up in the air 
for now, as the court 
completes its review.

- Al Jazerra

Emergency Numbers

Fire 			          	 90
Ambulance 		          	 90 
(Belize City Only)
Police	         			   0/911
(Countrywide)
Belize Coast Guard	          	 225-2125
Crime Stoppers Inter’l    	 0-800-922- TIPS
Domestic Violence Unit   	 0-800-A WAY OUT
Child Abuse Hotline        	 0-800-PROTECT

UN Secretary calls for 
humanitarian help for Haiti
U.N. Secretary-

General António 
Guterres visited Haiti 
on Saturday and again 
called on foreign 
governments with 
strong security forces 
to help the struggling 
country fight a surge 
in gang violence.

The appeal was made 
after Guterres met with 
Prime Minister Ariel 
Henry, civil society 
leaders, U.N. staff and 
the heads of various 
political parties during 
his one-day trip.

“Now is not the 
time to forget Haiti or 
weaken our solidarity 
with its people,” he 
said.

Guterres met 
with reporters at 
Haiti’s international 
airport in Port-au-
Prince, who pressed 
him on whether an 
international security 
force would be 
deployed as requested 
by the prime minister 
last October.

Guterres said he 
spoke about the issue 

with Henry, as well 
as the need to hold 
credible elections.

“I am not here to 
tell Haitians what 
to do. I am here to 
listen to them and to 
encourage them to 
build consensus as 
broadly as possible 
to move the 
transition process 
forward,” he said.

Henry, who 
has been running 
the country since 
the July 2021 
assassination of 
President Jovenel 
Moïse, has been 
under pressure to 
hold elections. But 
experts have noted 
it is impossible to do 
so given the current 
level of violence in 
the country, with 
gangs controlling 
an estimated 80% 
of the capital.

There are no 
d e m o c r a t i c a l l y 
elected institutions 
left in Haiti, with 
the country failing 
to hold legislative 

elections since 
October 2019.

“Haiti must return 
to democratic order 
as soon as possible,” 
Guterres said.

He also said Haiti 
urgently needs more 
humanitarian aid 
as poverty deepens 
and starvation 
cases spike. Gangs 
are preventing the 
movement of goods 
and people and 
controlling access 
to water, food 
and health care as 
civilians attempt 
to fight back via a 
violent uprising.

“I felt all the 
exhaustion of a 
population that 
has been facing 
for too long a 

cascade of crises 
and unsustainable 
living conditions,” 
Guterres said. “One 
in two people in 
Haiti live in extreme 
poverty, face hunger 
and lack regular 
access to drinking 
water.”

Guterres’ visit 
came just days after 
the U.N.’s human 
rights expert in Haiti 
visited the country 
and also called for an 
international security 
force and a weapons 
embargo.

Guterres is 
scheduled to attend 
a summit Sunday in 
Trinidad and Tobago 
held by Caricom, 
a Caribbean trade 
bloc.

El Salvadoran ex-President 
Mauricio Funes sentenced to 6 

years for tax evasion
An El Salvador 

court sentenced 
former President 
Mauricio Funes 
Wednesday to six 
years in prison for tax 
evasion, the second 
time in barely more 
than a month that a 
court has sentenced 
the ex-leader in 
absentia.

Prosecutors had 
asked for an eight-
year sentence against 
Funes, who lives in 
Nicaragua.

In late May, 
another tribunal 
sentenced Funes to 
14 years in prison for 
negotiating with the 
country’s powerful 
street gangs during 
his administration.

El Salvador has 
pursued Funes, 
64, who governed 
from 2009 to 2014, 
for other alleged 
crimes in at least a 
half dozen cases. 

Nicaragua gave him 
citizenship in 2019.

Funes is the second 
former Salvadoran 
president sentenced 
to prison for illegal 
activity during his 
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n . 
In 2018, former 
President Tony Saca 
was sentenced to 
10 years in prison 
after pleading guilty 
to diverting more 
than $300 million in 
state funds. He was 
Funes’ predecessor, 
governing from 2004 
to 2009.

El Salvador 
changed its laws last 
year to allow trials 
in absentia.

P r o s e c u t o r s 
alleged Funes 
dodged about 
$85,000 in taxes in 
2014, his last year 
in office. The court 
ordered him to pay 
$200,000 in fines 
and interest.
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	       REQUEST FOR EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST
Consultancy Services

Consultancy Services for the Implementation and Dissemination of the New Strategic Plan including the 
Planning and Execution of a Change Management Sensitization Campaign for the Belize Tax Service

Institution: 	 Ministry of Finance
Country: 		  BELIZE
Project:		  Strengthening of Tax Administration Project 
Sector:		  Finance 
Project No.:	 BL-L10315 
Operation No:	 4839/OC-BL
Deadline:	 Friday, July 21st, 2023, at 4:00 pm local Belize time

The Government of Belize (GOB) has received financing from the Inter-
American Development Bank (IDB) for the execution of a five-year tax 
modernization project entitled “Strengthening of Tax Administration” (STA) 
(BL-L1031). The Ministry intends to apply a part of the proceeds towards the 
consultancy service for the Implementation and Dissemination of the New 
Strategic Plan including the Planning and Execution of a Change Management 
Sensitization Campaign for the Belize Tax Service.

Objective of the Consultancy:
The purpose of this consultancy is for the implementation and dissemination 

of the Strategic Plan for the Belize Tax Service based on the merged actions and 
operations of the consolidated tax departments (Department of General Sales Tax 
and Income Tax Department); and to drive the Change Management Plan and 
Execute a Change Management Sensitization Campaign to ensure a successful 
transition and adoption of the new Integrated Tax Administration System (ITAS) 
by all stakeholders.

The consulting services (“the services”) includes the contracting of a Consultancy 
Firm for a period of ten (10) months to implement the newly developed strategic 
plan and develop and execute the change management sensitization campaign.

The Change Management sensitization campaign will focus on the people side of 
change to assist taxpayers in accepting and understanding the planned changes to 
business processes, systems and technology, job roles and organization structures 
and accountability framework.

The selected consultancy firm should have the following characteristics: 
The Firm
	 General Experience:
	 • 	 The firm should demonstrate at least five (5) years’ experience 
		  in similar assignment.
	
	 Specific Experience: 
	 •	 At least five (5) years in the following areas below:
		  •	 Implementation of Strategic Plans 
		  •	 Development of monitoring tool to measure key 
			   performance indicators 
		  •	 Development of change management strategies 
		  •	 Development of implementation plan for change 
			   management sensitization 
		  •	 Execution of change management sensitization 
		  •	 Development of communication material 
		  •	 Conducting workshops with staff and stakeholders 
		  •	 Conducting surveys to manage awareness 
		  •	 Staff training capacity

	 SKILLS, ABILITIES:
	 The selected firm will need to have or show: 
	 •	 A solid understanding of how people go through a change and 
		  the processes involved. 
	 • 	 Experience and knowledge of change management principles, 
		  methodologies, and tools 
	 •	 Ability to clearly articulate messages targeted to a variety of 
		  audiences 
	 •	 Organized with a natural inclination for planning strategy and 
		  tactics 
	 •	 Positive and professional approach to management 
	 •	 Problem-solving and root-cause identification skills 
	 •	 Experience with large-scale organizational change efforts

The firm should have but not be limited to the following Key Experts:
	 -	 Team Leader/Lead Consultant 
	 -	 Communication Expert 
	 -	 Implementation Expert

The Consultancy Firm specific objective will be.
	 •	 Develop and execute an implementation of the newly developed 
		  strategic plan 
	 •	 Plan and develop the change management strategy and 

		  implementation plan 
	 •	 Develop communication material for distribution to stakeholders 
	 •	 Conduct change management sensitization workshops for 
		  stakeholders
	 •	 Manage taxpayer awareness and education

The Ministry of Finance now invites eligible Consultancy Firms (“Consultants”) 
to indicate their interest in providing the services. Interested eligible Consultants 
must submit an Expression of Interest providing information demonstrating that 
they have the required qualifications and relevant experience to perform the services 
(description of similar assignments specifying start and end dates of assignments, 
experience in similar conditions, availability of appropriate skills, etc.). The term 
“consultant” means a legally established professional consulting firm or an 
entity that may provide the services.

Expression of Interest package should contain:
	 (i)	 Document explaining interest, experience, and competence of the 
		  consulting firm. 
	 (ii)	 Firms experience in the assignment of similar consultancy services 
		  during the past five years. Description of similar assignments 
		  specifying start and end dates of assignments. 
	 (iii)	 Firms evidence of past jobs. (These includes letters from the 
		  respective client on the job (s) carried out, or a copy of contract 
		  or agreement with the client including copy of the TOR). 
	 (iv)	 Proof of nationality: Copy of certificate of incorporation, 
		  information of shareholders of company specifying the shares 
		  owned by each respective shareholder of the company and a copy 
		  of documentation of nationality of the shareholders of the company.
Additional documentation required for National Consultants:
	 (v) 	 Copy of Certificate of Good Standing from Belize Company 
		  Registry 
	 (vi)	 Copy of Certificate of Good Standing from the Social Security 
		  Board 
	 (vii)	 Copy of Certificate of Good Standing from the Belize Tax Service 
	 (viii)	 Copy of Current Trade License

Consulting firm will be selected in accordance with the Quality and Cost-Based 
Selection (QCBS) method set out in the Inter-American Development Bank: 
Policies for the Selection and Contracting of Consultants financed by the Inter-
American Development Bank (GN-2350-15) and is open to all eligible consultants 
as defined in the IDB policies. The selection of the successful firm will be based on 
a competitive process among short-listed firms that takes into account the quality 
of the proposal and the cost of the service. Only the short-listed firms will be 
asked to submit a technical and price proposal.

Consultants may associate with other firms in the form of a joint venture or a 
sub-consultancy to enhance their qualifications. For the purpose of establishing 
the short list, the nationality of a firm is that of the country in which it is legally 
incorporated or constituted and in the case of Joint Venture, the nationality of the 
firm appointed to represent it.

Further information can be obtained at the address below during office hours 
Monday to Friday 8:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. local Belize time.

Interested consulting firms are asked to submit their expression of interest via 
e-mail to Michelle.Longsworth@bts.gov.bz and copied to 

tamara.tingling@mof.gov.bz marked STAP- Implementation and 
Dissemination of the New Strategic Plan including the Planning and Execution 
of a Change Management Sensitization Campaign for the Belize Tax Service 
in the subject header, or submit hard copy on or before 4:00 p.m. (local Belize 
time) on Friday, July 21st, 2023, to the following address:

Director General 
Belize Tax Service 
Strengthening of Tax Administration Project 
Eleanor Hall Building 
Chetumal Street, Lake I, Belize City 
Tel: 501-222-5114

For clarifications kindly contact:

Procurement Specialist 
Project Executing Unit 
Strengthening of Tax Administration Project 
Eleanor Hall Building 
Chetumal Street, Lake I, Belize City 
Tel: 501-222-5114/E-mail: tamara.tingling@mof.gov.bz
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Constitutionally Enshrined 
Checks and Balances Part 1

By Dyon A. Elliott

As I had mentioned in an earlier installment 
of this series on “Checks and Balances”, the 

empirical literature has shown that Parliamentary 
systems appear to have an advantage over their 
presidential counterparts. Among works cited 
was McManus and Ozkan (2017). The duo’s work 
reconfirmed the Parliamentary systems superior 
performance on key economic indicators such 
as inflation, growth and (reducing) inequality. 

But McManus and Ozkan are not alone. 
Mainwaring and Shugart (1997)—while 
acknowledging the ostensibly inherent advantages 
of Parliamentary systems— underscored the roles 

played by institutional factors as it pertains to 
mitigating the harmful tendencies of presidential 

systems. They wrote: 
“Presidential systems can be designed to 

function more effectively than they usually have. 
We have argued that providing the president 
with limited legislative power, encouraging 
the formation of parties that are reasonably 
disciplined in the legislature, and preventing 
extreme fragmentation of the party system 
enhance the viability of presidentialism. [The 
literature] clearly recognizes that not any kind 
of parliamentarism will do. We make the same 
point about Presidentialism.” 

Clearly, Mainwaring and Shugart acknowledge 
the general findings regarding Parliamentary 
system’s superiority in terms of democratic and 
constitutional continuity, but the find a point of 
difference with the idea of wholesale dominance. 
They make the case (as do McManus and Ozkan) 
that the minor details do matter. Mainwaring and 
Shugart eloquently captured this point as follows: 

“Even if parliamentary government is more 
conducive to stable democracy, much rests on 
what kind of Parliamentarism and Presidentialism 
is implemented.”

This is a salient point, as it would be a fallacy 
to not emphasize that the systems are not 
dichotomous. It would be more advantageous 
to view the space between Parliamentarism and 
Presidentialism along a spectrum as opposed to 
some rigid or binary conceptualization of two 
disparate systems that are completely detached 
from each other. Consequently, this demands 
a more idiosyncratic look at regimes’ designs. 
For example, as stated earlier, the USA-styled 
presidential system overcomes the predicted 
“perils” by instituting robust checks and balances 
and other fundamental and democracy-preserving 
institutions.

A Special Look at the World’s Leading 
Democracy

With the forgoing points in mind, there is value 
in doing a close look at the Checks and Balances 
built into the world’s leading democracy: The 
United States of America. This “closer look” 
is deemed useful for two reasons: (1) In the 
constitutional reform process, there is already 
signs that many Belizeans are intrigued at the 
prospect of becoming a presidential republic, and 
(2), as stated earlier, the USA is a well-known case 
study of a presidential regime that has overcome 
the so-called “perils of Presidentialism” (Linz, 
1990). 

This Part 1 on Checks and Balances begins 
with an overview of such structures that provide 
the Legislature with checks over itself and other 
branches of government (the Executive and 
Judiciary). In next week’s Res Publica360, we 
will then look at the analogous features in a 
Belize. 

Legislative Checks on Executive: Veto and 
Counter-Veto Powers

Let us take the counter-veto powers of the 
Legislature. Under the US Constitution, the 
President has the authority to “veto” Bills by 
refusing to sign them into law. The President’s 
“veto” is a form of Executive check on the 
Legislature; however, as Article 1(7) of the US 
Constitution demonstrates, this “check” has its 
own counterbalance: 

“Every Bill which shall have passed the House 
of Representatives and the Senate, shall, before it 

Cont’d on pg. 14
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become a Law, be presented to the President of 
the United States; If he approve he shall sign it, 
but if not he shall return it, with his Objections 
to that House in which it shall have originated, 
who shall enter the Objections at large on their 
Journal, and proceed to reconsider it. If after such 
Reconsideration two thirds of that House shall 
agree to pass the Bill, it shall be sent, together 
with the Objections, to the other House, by which 
it shall likewise be reconsidered, and if approved 
by two thirds of that House, it shall become a 
Law.”

As the text from the US Constitution shows, 
it is possible for the” vetoed” Bill to be passed 
into law, if it is that each House votes for the 
Bill by at least a two-third majority. The quoted 
clause above is known as the “Presentment 
Clause” and, at its core, it presumably seeks to 
provide sufficient protections against Bills that 
are disconnected from the will of the people by 
providing sufficient grounds for consideration by 
both powers: the Executive and the Legislature. 
As the US Congress' official website explains, 
there is as an additional check on this veto power 
Executive power: 

“When Congress is in session, a President 
who wishes to veto a bill must return the bill 
to the Chamber in which it originated within 
ten days (excepting Sundays) of when the bill 
is presented to him. If Congress approves a bill 
and sends it to the President, then adjourns before 
the ten days elapse, the President can prevent 
the bill from becoming law simply by declining 
to sign it, sometimes called a ‘pocket veto.’ If 
the President blocks legislation by pocket veto, 
Congress cannot later override the veto—instead, 
the legislature must reintroduce the Bill and enact 
it again.”

Fundamentally, the President cannot simply 
“stonewall” a bill by not signing it within the 
ten-day window, as should such time elapse the 
bill shall pass as if it was signed. Importantly, 
while “All Legislative powers” reside with the 
Legislature, the interplay between the Executive 
and the houses of Congress provide checks and 
counterchecks on this power. 

This, of course, is not a statement to say that the 
above is the preferred design. The question that is 
more relevant is regarding effects and outcomes: 
That is, the checks achieved on the Executive and 
Legislature when passing Bills. 

The question the reader should ask here (and 
for each of the examples shown below) is this: 
How is the similar oversight achieved in our 
system? Is there a mechanism of checks and 
counter checks between the Executive and 
Legislative in a Parliamentary system as found 
in Belize? This is where we will pick up in the 
next Res Publica360. 

Legis lat ive  Checks  on Execut ive: 
Appointment of Members of the Executive

Returning to the USA example, the Legislature, 
via the Senate, has yet another oversight function 
over the Executive: The consenting to official 
appointments. The US Constitution’s Article 
2(1) puts this oversight in the hand of its Senate: 

“He [The President] shall nominate, and by and 
with the Advice and Consent of the Senate, shall 
appoint Ambassadors, other public Ministers 
and Consuls, Judges of the supreme Court, and 
all other Officers of the United States, whose 
Appointments are not herein otherwise provided 
for, and which shall be established by Law: but 
the Congress may by Law vest the Appointment 
of such inferior Officers, as they think proper, in 
the President alone, in the Courts of Law, or in 
the Heads of Departments.”

We saw this (the “Appointments Clause”) 
in action a few years ago when the (at the 
time of writing) current Secretary of State 
Anthony Blinken’s approval was approved by 
an overwhelming majority of US Senators—78 
votes in favor and only 22 against. 

Now it must be stated that the Appointments 

Clause has not been without its own legal 
controversies and debates, particularly, over 
the distinction between principal and “inferior” 
officers, and where the Congress’s power 
begins and ends in this regard. However, such a 
discussion is beyond the scope of this work. Here, 
it is suffice only to say that the Judiciary does 
play a role in this Check and Balance component 
by providing judicial rulings and interpretations 
that inform practice. 

Again, how is the similar “effect” achieved in 
our system? Does the legislature have any real 
oversight in the appointments of ministers and/
or other members of the executive or the Courts? 

Legislative Checks on Executive: Budget 
and Accountability

Another area that the Legislature exercises 
oversight is regarding the approval of expenditure 
and revenues (the Budget) as well as how those 
authorized spending are managed. While this 
function is expounded upon and operationalized 
by various pieces of legislation—such as the 
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Budget and Accounting Act of 1921 that, inter 
alia, gives life to the General Accounting 
Office—the US Constitution explicitly provided 
for this check and balance mechanism at Article 
1(9):

“No Money shall be drawn from the Treasury, 
but in Consequence of Appropriations made by 
Law; and a regular Statement and Account of the 
Receipts and Expenditures of all public Money 
shall be published from time to time.”

Regular news consumers would recognize this 
feature of the Legislature’s oversight powers, 
as this is the bedrock of the fairly regular 
spending debates that have been known to result 
in deadlocks that have triggered or threatened 
government shutdowns (or more formally 
“Funding Gaps”). Where such funding gaps 
occur, the lack of authorized appropriations 
would lead to non-essential (discretionary) 
departments being unable to pay workers, and 
given certain laws those workers may have to 

be temporarily sent home or asked to continue 
working without pay.

Of course, looking at “government shutdowns” 
in the USA may signal that maybe this is a design 
worth avoiding. It has been debated whether this 
characteristic of the USA’s check and balance 
apparatus is truly helpful, as at times extreme 
partisan-political divide can result in such 
stalemates that can have knock-on effects on the 
larger macroeconomy. 

Conversely, the opposite extreme is what exists 
in Belize, where such lockjams are likely to never 
occur and thus spending and debt levels have 
been allowed to increase over the years with 
little Constitutionally-embeded means to pause 
an Appropriations Bill. The Senate, for its part, 
is explicitly limited in its powers to delay Money 
Bills, which includes the Appropriations Bill. 
Furthermore, because in a Parliamentary system 
the Executive is derived from the Majority in 
the House of Representatives, then the “funding 
gap” phenomenon is structurally an unlikely 
occurrence. Actually, given that such “funding 

gap” in a Parliamentary system is so rare that 
when it does occur it is often treated as a type of 
“Confidence” vote in the Prime Minister, a matter 
to which we shall return later. 

Legislative Checks on Itself: Consent of Both 
Houses on Bills

 There is merit with us also looking at how 
the Legislature checks itself. This is achieved 
by the fact that Bills must be approved by both 
the Upper and Lower houses of Congress. This 
feature is established at Article 1(7), and makes 
no general qualifications, save only for the so-
called “Origination Clause” that has to do with 
Bills for raising revenues, which essentially 
(and for historical reasons) place the power to 
“originate” such bills with the Lower House. 
The Senate could, however, propose or make 
amendments. 

A similar structure exists in Belize, with the 
Belize Constitution expressly limiting “Money 
Bills” to the purview of the Lower House. 

Belize’s Legislature is likewise bicameral 
in nature, but as will be discussed later, it is 
better described as having bicameral asymmetry 
between both houses, with the Lower House 
clearly having more power than the upper 
chamber. Section 79 of the Belize Constitution 
does set it such that the Upper House can delay 
a Bill, but if there is enough persistence and 
patience, the Senate cannot completely stop a Bill 
from proceeding. We will discuss this in more 
details in later installments in this series. 

Legislative Checks on Judiciary: Power to 
Impeach Judges

Lastly, the Legislative Branch also has 
some oversight functions that are relevant to 
the judiciary. We had already discussed that 
appointments of judges are to be consented to 
by the US Senate; however, it must be noted that 
there is also the power to impeach said justices: 
“The Senate shall have the sole Power to try all 
Impeachments.” This function is best articulated 
by the US Congress: 

“The Constitution confers upon Congress 
the power to impeach and thereafter remove 
from office the President, Vice President, and 
other federal officers—including judges—on 
account of treason, bribery, or other high 
crimes and misdemeanors. In exercising this 
power, the House and the Senate have distinct 
responsibilities, with the House determining 
whether to impeach and, if impeachment occurs, 
the Senate deciding whether to convict the person 
and remove him or her from office.”

As has been the running question throughout 
this column, is this an “outcome” achieved in our 
system? What is the Parliamentary equivalent of 
this type of oversight by the Legislature over the 
Judiciary? These are the type of considerations 
we will be making as we proceed in this Check 
and Balance series. 
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Disclaimer: the opinions expressed by our 
columnists are theirs alone, and are not 
necessarily reflective of the newspaper’s stance 
on the issues touched. We believe it is critical that 
our columnists be allowed freedom to generate 
discussion through their expressions on any 
number of topics.
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