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CONFLICT OF INTEREST!
UDP Chairman: PUP Senator cannot double as re-districting official

PUP Senator and Deputy Secretary General  Collett Montejo

By Michelle Sutherland

PU P  S e n a t o r 
C o l l e t t 

Monte jo ’s  ro le  a s 
a  f i e ld  superv isor 
i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e 
redistricting process 
d i s q u a l i f i e s  h i m 
as  a  senator,  UDP 
Chairman Michael 
Peyrefitte said this 
week. 

P e y r e f i t t e , 
s p e a k i n g  a t  a 
United Democratic 
Party (UDP) press 
c o n f e r e n c e  o n 
T u e s d a y ,  c i t e d 
Section 63(1)(f)  of 
the Constitution of 
Belize, which reads: 

“ N o  p e r s o n 
shal l  be  qual i f i ed 
t o  b e  a p p o i n t e d 
as  a  Sena tor  who 
…  i s  d i s q u a l i f i e d 
f o r  m e m b e r s h i p 

o f  t h e  H o u s e  o f 
Represen ta t i ve  by 
any law by reason 
o f  h i s  ho ld ing ,  or 
acting in, any office 
t h e  f u n c t i o n s  o f 
which  involve;  ( i ) 
any  respons ib i l i t y 
for, or in connection 
with, the conduct of 
any election; or (ii) 
any  respons ib i l i t y 
for the compilation 
or  revis ion of  any 
electoral register.”

A c c o r d i n g  t o 
Peyrefitte, Montejo 
i s  i n  b r e a c h  o f 
this  section of the 
Constitution. “This 
man has taken on a 
job to do that exact 
same thing. He needs 
to resign from the 
Senate if he wants to 
do that job,” he 

Higher water taxi fares 
could negatively impact 

Tourism industry
By Michelle Sutherland

While commuters 
and residents 

of Caye Caulker and 
San Pedro continue 
to be burdened by the 
recent increase in water 
taxi tariffs, tourism 
officials are projecting 
that the move will 
also be having a larger 
impact on the tourism-
friendly destinations, 
which remains a major 
attraction for travelers.

CEO in the Ministry 
of Tourism and Diaspora 
Relations Nicole Solano, 
told the Reporter this 
week, “Well for sure 
the island destinations 
are the most popular 
destination for tourists 
that is even though 
Belize offers a wide 
diversity of activities 
both inland and island 
we know that it is the 
number-one destination. 

Pg. 2
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P.M. Briceño expects no U.S. 
repercussions for Summit speech

UDP Party Leader Moses Barrow 

Foreign Minister Eamon Courtenay

Prime Minister Johnny Briceño

Sen. Courtenay 
defends his law 
firm’s govt work
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A lot  has  been  made  o f  the 
Government’s use of private law 
firms to take care of legal matters 

of a civil nature. The Government has its 
own Solicitor General and Law Office but 
will frequently opt for a firm with more 
litigating experience, or one which is 
politically friendly,  to handle the big cases.

Four prominent law firms were recently 
named as having received favored treatment 
by the government in power.  These include 
the Lois Young Law Firm, the Barrow 
&Williams Law Firm, the Barrow and 
Company Law Firm, and the Courtenay, 
Coye Law Firm. All four have been retained 
by the government of the day to do special 
work, and all have been paid from public 
funds.

A distinction has to be made between 
lawyers who are related to the Prime 
Minister by virtue of close family ties and 
law firms that are not family connected 
but have an Insider link by virtue of 
being employed as a senior official in the 
government.

The Lois Young Law Firm, Barrow & 
Company LLP, and Barrow & Williams 
LLP are examples of lawyers who were 
not officers of the government, but who 
were linked to the Prime Minister by virtue 
of close family ties. These privileged few 
don’t need to get anybody’s permission to 
accept a government commission. They 
appear to have had unlimited access to the 
best plums available.

 Lawyers who are senior officers of their 
firm and also hold government positions 
of trust, namely Courtenay, Coye & Co. 
need to secure approval from the Governor 
General because, as insiders, they enjoy an 
advantage that other law firms don’t have.      

Since government litigation cases usually 
involve large sums of money, doing legal 
work for the state is immensely profitable.

Mrs. Lois Young, the former wife of 
Prime Minister Dean Barrow, admits to 
receiving $1.2 million for her legal work.

Senior Counsel Denys Barrow has yet to 
respond to the revelation by Prime Minister 
John Briceño that during the 12-year tenure 
of his brother the Prime Minister, he earned 
$5.6 million, or nearly half a million for 
each year of his brother’s 12-year rule.

In a small country like Belize, there 
will sometimes be situations where a law 
firm is “connected”, either by family or 
professional ties to the seat of government, 
which allows them to earn good money.

We have yet to learn of any law firm 
which voluntarily declined such rich plums.

The thing that should be exercising our 
minds, however, is the question of whether 
these successful law firms are paying their 
fair share of taxes!

Often the public will not be aware of the 
inner workings of the government in power, 
and unless there is some transparency, not 
even the Tax Department may know of 
certain transactions.

We believe, therefore, that the Chairman 
of the United Democratic Party Mr. Michael 
Peyrefitte has performed a valuable public 
service in getting Prime Minister Briceño 
to release this hidden information so that 
the Tax Department can do its work of 
collecting taxes that are due.

Dear Sir:
 
When President Putin celebrated on May 9th 

VE Day, he gave the impression that mighty 
Russia alone had accomplished the defeat of 
Adolf Hitler. I am far from being any military 
expert, but even from high school history 
classes have learned that no less than Napoleon 
Bonaparte had said that every army marches on 
its stomach. And even at the start of its campaign 
to repel Nazi Invasion, America was supplying 
ton-loads of basic supplies to Russia, including 
eighty thousand Bedford trucks to support both 
offensive and defensive efforts. 

Whilst the Industrial Revolution started in 
Britain, through an unprecedented, massive 
dedication of natural energy, America has 
transformed the whole world into a global 
supermarket where hunger and thirst could be 
effectively eliminated during my lifetime!

However, along with its practical genius for 
doing and getting things done is a spirit living by 
trial and error to realize the truth that the human 
being, everyone of us, is far greater that what our 
bodies sometimes portray us to be.

I am no admirer of President Biden, but after a 
recent summit with President Putin of Russia, he 
declared what America is, an idea and an ideal 
about who and what MAN really is.

How can I not support the idea that all men are 
equal and free because we are made in the image 

Miracle? and likeness of Almighty God! Is this not what 
our Belize Constitutional Preamble proclaims?

Today, as I write, it is very early morning of 
SIXTH JUNE, 2022, seventy-eight years, after 
OPERATION OVERLOAD when the Allied 
enemies landed on the beaches of Normandy, 
France, to start the liberation of Europe from the 
Tyranny of Adolf Hitler.

It is truly amazing! The commander of the 
Allied Forces, Ike Eisenhower had set the date 
for June 5. However, weather conditions were 
so severely unfavorable that the landings were 
delayed for 24 hours.

Did Almighty God have anything to do with 
this postponement?

If the invasion had started the fifth, Field 
Marshal Erwin Rommel would have been in place 
at the Atlantic Wall to organize the defense of the 
beaches, and not been in Berlin to celebrate his 
birthday.

Besides, on the fifth Hitler would not have been 
asleep and would have given the order to mobilize 
two crack Panzer divisions to repel the invasion 
at Normandy instead of waiting for an expected 
landing at Calais, which never materialized.

I see the work of the finger of the Almighty in 
the affairs of man.

The finger of the Lord of History continues to 
write.

Hopefully, God’s Spirit will continue to show 
us that we are not abandoned. He still loves the 
children of Adam and Eve and will continue to 
fulfill the original plan for their glorious eternal 
destiny!

Signed: Paul Rodriguez, OBE  
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stressed.
For his part, UDP 

Party Leader Moses 
“ S h y n e ”  B a r r o w 
c a l l e d  M o n t e j o ' s 
a p p o i n t m e n t 
“ a n o t h e r  a s s a u l t 
on our democracy” 
t h a t  s e e k s  t o 
d i s e n f r a n c h i s e 
Belizeans. According 
to Barrow, Montejo, 
in his capacity as a 
senator,  cannot  be 
seen as an objective 
person and went as 
fa r  as  to  ques t ion 
w h e t h e r  M o n t e j o 
w o u l d  b e  a b l e  t o 
a c c o m p l i s h  t h e 
redistricting task with 
equal representation 
in mind. 

“Mr.  Mon te jo  i s 
a s  p a r t i s a n  a s  i t 
comes,  and that  is 
why the  Elec t ions 
a n d  B o u n d a r i e s 
C o m m i s s i o n  w a s 
set up to transcend 
po l i t i c s .  The  PUP 
promised that this was 
not the government 
t h e y  w o u l d  b e . 
T h e y  p r o m i s e d 
t r a n s p a r e n c y , 
accountability, and 
good governance,” 
said Barrow.

T h e  c o n f l i c t , 
a s  r a i s e d  b y  t h e 
Opposit ion,  comes 
f rom the  fac t  tha t 
s e c t i o n  9 0 ( 4 )  o f 
t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n 
o f  B e l i z e  s t a t e s : 
“When the Election 
a n d  B o u n d a r i e s 
C o m m i s s i o n 
considers it necessary 
t o  i n c r e a s e  t h e 
number of electoral 
divisions …it shall 
m a k e  p r o p o s a l s 
t o  t h e  N a t i o n a l 
Assembly,  and the 
National Assembly 
may enact a law to 
give effect to such 
proposals.”  

The Senate, within 
w h i c h  M o n t e j o 
represents the PUP 
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n , 
i s  a  p a r t  o f  t h e 
National Assembly. 
C o n s e q u e n t l y , 
the  Cons t i tu t ion’s 
section-63 provision 
appears to be aimed 
a t  m i n i m i z i n g 
t h e  l i k e l i h o o d  o f 
conflicts of interests, 
as well as limiting 
t h e  p o t e n t i a l  f o r 
gerrymandering to 
occur. 

A p p l i e d  t o 
M o n t e j o ’ s  c a s e , 
the  senator  would 

e s s e n t i a l l y  b e 
tasked with voting 
in the upper house 
o n  p r o p o s a l s  f o r 
redistricting that he 
himself had overseen 
in the field on behalf 
o f  t h e  i n c u m b e n t 
government. 

L a s t  w e e k , 
t h e  E l e c t i o n s 
a n d  B o u n d a r i e s 
C o m m i s s i o n  h a d 
i n f o r m e d  t h e 

public of Montejo's 
a p p o i n t m e n t  a s 
s u p e r v i s o r  o f  a l l 
f i e l d w o r k  f o r  t h e 
g a t h e r i n g  a n d 
p r o v i d i n g  o f  a l l 
information for the 
consideration of the 
task force. 

The  Commiss ion 
ended by saying that 
they hope to wrap up 
the process by the 
year 2023. 
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Higher water taxi tariffs 
could negatively impact 

Tourism industry
Cont’d from pg. 1

Snorkeling and water 
activities are the number 
one type of activities that 
tourists like to engage in 
when in Belize. So yes 
there will definitely be 
an impact, the price of 
fuel is something that 
is impacting the travel 
industry globally and so 
Belize will not escape 
that.''

In fact, Solano said 
that they are expecting 
the cost of airfares, 
taxi fares, bus, and 
tour transportation, 
to increase. This is 
something that Solano 
said that travelers, as 
well as those in the 
travel industry, are 
also aware of. But 
while there are budget-
conscious tourists who 
are still determined 
to travel, Solano said 
that even their level of 
movement is expected 
to decrease

When  we  a sked 
Solano about the status 
of Belize's rebounding 
tourism industry, she told 
us that the industry is 
bouncing back faster than 
was expected. In fact, 
according to Solano, it 
is taking the lead among 
several other competing 
destinations and is 
already between 80-90 
% of its pre-COVID 
numbers. Solano said 
that the ministry is also 
projecting the cruise 
tourism industry to return 
to pre-COVID numbers 
by the end of this year.

Solano said  that 
she believes that the 
Ministry's role and 
partnership with the 
Ministry of Health 

during the pandemic—
w h i c h  s a w  t h e 
early and calculated 
removal of travel and 
health restrictions—
were instrumental in 
accelerating the revival 
of the tourism industry 
in Belize ahead of its 
competitors.

“We worked very 
closely with the Ministry 
of Health in an effort to 
relax those measures 
so that people could 
come to Belize. So it 
was easier to travel to 
Belize than it was for 
many other destinations. 
Some countries actually 
remained closed or had 
a lot of restrictions in 
order to enter,” explained 
Solano.

She also attributed 
Belize's size and lack of 
mass tourism as well as 
its open space, nature, 
and wellness tours that 
were all conducive to 
the type of travel that 
travelers were looking 
for during the pandemic.

But while Solano said 
that the private sector 
is indicating that things 
are finally looking up 
for them and that the 
high season and even 
the summer months have 
been doing exceptionally 
well she said that the 
m i n i s t r y  r e m a i n s 
cautious due to several 
factors. These include 
the fluctuating infection 
rate in the country, as 
well as the arrival of 
the hurricane season, 
which combined makes 
for very uncertain times. 
However, Solano says 
that the ministry, as well 
as its partners, continue 
to do the best that they 
can for the industry.

P.M. Briceño expects no U.S. 
repercussions for Summit speech
By William Ysaguirre

Prime Minis ter 
H o n .  J o h n 

Briceño expects no 
repercussions from 
the  Uni ted  S ta tes 
for his “remarkable” 
address at the Summit 
of the Americas in Los 
Angeles last Thursday, 
in which he expressed 
support for Cuba and 
Venezuela to have 
been present at the 
Summit. 

The Prime Minister 
e x p l a i n e d  t h e 
reasoning in a press 
conference  a t  the 
foreign minis t ry’s 
Belize City office at 
the Laing Building on 
Wednesday afternoon, 
June 15. 

It is no secret that 
B e l i z e  c u r r e n t l y 
holds the chair  of 
C A R I C O M ,  u n t i l 
he passes over the 
p res idency  a t  the 
CARICOM Heads 
o f  G o v e r n m e n t 
meeting in Suriname 
next month. Briceño 
explained that when he 
expressed support for 
Cuba and Venezuela, 
he  spoke not  jus t 
as  Bel ize’s  Pr ime 
Minister but as the 
chair of CARICOM, 
which has repeatedly 
called for the lifting 
of the United States’ 
six-decades-old trade 
embargo against Cuba. 

Last July, CARICOM 
reiterated “its calls for 
the immediate lifting of 
the trade, financial and 
economic sanctions 
as recently reiterated 
by the United Nations 
General Assembly."

The Summit was 

held to discuss the 
issues of migration, 
health, food security 
and energy security, 
which became difficult 
w h e n  t w o  o f  t h e 
countries which are 
the source of hundreds 
of thousands, even 
millions of migrants, 
a r e  e x c l u d e d ,  a s 
Minister of Foreign 
Affairs Hon. Eamon 
Courtenay explained. 

The hardship caused 
by the U.S. embargo 
h a s  c a u s e d  m a n y 
Cubans to risk all in 
search of a better life 
elsewhere.     

The Cuban medical 
brigade was also at the 
forefront of the fight 
against  COVID-19 
in countries all over 
the world in the nine 
months before there 
w a s  a n y  v a c c i n e 
available, so it was 
s e l f - d e f e a t i n g  t o 
exclude Cuba from 
the discussion on the 
way forward to fight 
the pandemic.

On the matter of 
energy security, despite 
the U.S. economic 
s a n c t i o n s  a g a i n s t 
Maduro’s  r eg ime , 
the U.S. government 
recognizes its citizens’ 
demand for more fuel, 
by easing sanctions 
on Venezuela, so as to 
help increase global 
oil supply with the 
hopes of addressing 
the record-high oil 
prices. 

CARICOM nations 
are also seeking access 
to cheaper fuel and 
want to see if Venezuela 
is willing to extend the 
Petrocaribe agreement. 

Over the past 16 years, 
the Belize government 
was allowed to buy 
fuel from Venezuela 
on concessionary terms 
under the Petrocaribe, 
where it only had to 
pay 65 percent  up 
front, and payment 
was delayed on the 
remaining 35 percent, 
allowing the country 
to use the funds as very 
low-cost financing. 

Ve n e z u e l a  h a s 
now pardoned a l l , 
100 percent of the 
Petrocaribe debt for 
St. Vincent and the 
G r e n a d i n e s ,  a n d 
Minister Courtenay 
said he has appealed 
to Venezuela “show us 
the same love!”    

L e a d e r  o f  t h e 
O p p o s i t i o n  H o n . 
M o s e s  “ S h y n e ” 
B a r r o w  s h a r p l y 
criticized Briceño’s 
Summit  speech as 
expressing support 
f o r  d i c t a t o r s h i p s , 
for “autocratic and 
authoritarian” regimes 
at a United Democratic 
Party press conference 
held at its headquarters 
in  Be l ize  Ci ty  on 
Tuesday, June 14.

Nevertheless, Prime 
Minister Briceño was 
i n  g o o d  c o m p a n y 
w i t h  m a n y  o t h e r 
CARICOM leaders 
who have clamored 
for Cuba’s inclusion 
in all  international 
organizations of the 
Americas. At the Sixth 
Summit of the Americas 
in Cartagena, Colombia 
in 2012, these included 
B a r b a d o s ’ P r i m e 
Min is te r  F reunde l 
S t u a r t ,  J a m a i c a ’s 
Prime Minister Portia 

Simpson Miller, St 
Lucia’s Prime Minister 
Kenny Anthony, Prime 
Minister W. Baldwin 
Spencer of Antigua 
and  Barbuda ,  and 
Prime Minister Denzil 
Douglas PhD St. Kitts 
and Nevis.

U . S .  P r e s i d e n t 
Barack Obama also 
agreed that it was time 
to do away with Cold 
War relics like the 
trade embargo, when 
he welcomed Cuba’s 
President Raul Castro 
to the 7th Summit of the 
Americas in Panama 
City in April 2015. 
Obama promised the 
“beginning of a new 
relationship” between 
the  US and Cuba, 
with more Americans 
traveling to Cuba, more 
cultural exchanges, 
more commerce, more 
potential investment, 
and more opportunity 
and resources for the 
Cuban people, even 
help on humanitarian 
projects.

T h e  T r u m p 
administration that 
off ic ia l ly  came to 
office in January 2017 
walked  back  U.S . 
policy in this regard, 
r e i n s t a t i n g  m a n y 
s a n c t i o n s  a g a i n s t 
Cuba in 2017, and 
took a similar hard 
line against Maduro’s 
Venezuela. 

T r u m p  d i d  n o t 
attend the 8th Summit 
of the Americas in 
Lima, Peru, in 2018, 
where both Cuba and 
Venezuela participated. 
Peru banned Maduro, 
but approved for an 
Opposition party leader 
to represent Venezuela.
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Sen. Courtenay defends his law 
firm’s govt work

By William Ysaguirre

The Courtenay and Coye law firm’s 
application letter to the former Governor 

General Sir Colville Young in December 2020 
for permission to represent the Government of 
Belize in legal matters is standard operating 
procedure, explained Minister of Foreign Affairs 
Hon. Eamon Courtenay at a press conference in 
Belize City on Wednesday afternoon, June 15. 

Courtenay said his firm has nine competent 
attorneys who are qualified to represent the 
Government in lawsuits in which it may become 
involved. Each time he has been appointed a 
Senator, he has applied for such permission, so 
that he would not be in breach of the law should 
his law firm be retained by the government.  

The law in question is Section 63(i) of the 
Constitution, which states: 

“No person shall be qualified to be appointed 
as a Senator who… (i) is a party to, or a 
partner in a firm or a director or manager of a 
company which is a part to, any contract with 
the Government…and has not disclosed to the 
Governor General that nature of such contract 
and his interest, or the interest of any such firm 
or company, therein.”

The Constitution adds the following proviso: 
“Provided that if it appears to the Governor-

General, acting in his own deliberate judgment, 
that it is proper so to do, he may by order 
direct that any such disqualification shall be 
disregarded for the purposes of this section.” 

The Opposition’s Take
At a United Democratic Party press conference 

on Tuesday morning, UDP Chairman Michael 
Peyrefitte had severely criticized the haste with 
which the firm applied for such leave, soon after 
People’s United Party won the November 11, 
2020 general elections. 

Peyrefitte alleged that the letter was written 
with full confidence that the government would 
hire their law firm.

Peyrefitte had earlier this year written to the 
Government and Prime Minister Briceño under 
the Freedom of Information Act, requesting the 
precise amount which has been paid to law firm 
since the PUP took office. 

On Tuesday, Peyrefitte announced that Briceño 
had answered that the government has paid the 
Courtenay and Coye law firm $277,842 dollars 
to date. 

Briceño’s letter went on to say that the previous 
administration had also paid over $20 million 
to law firms owned by relatives of the Barrow 
family, an allegation that former Prime Minister 
Hon. Dean Barrow has challenged.  

Peyrefitte had also questioned why the 
government should be contracting work out 
to a private law firm, which could have been 
adequately dealt with by the Crown counsels who 
work in the Attorney General’s ministry and for 
the Solicitor General’s office.

Minister Courtenay explained the rationale why 
a private law firm was hired. He acknowledged 
that the Crown counsels were well qualified, 
and he respected their ability to represent the 
government. He said a private firm was hired to 
ensure the integrity of the information the legal 
team would have access to, and to avoid a breach 
of security. 

There would be instances in which the 
government is challenging actions of the previous 
administration, in which the Crown counsels may 
have advised. 

He said it would be difficult for them, for any 
professional, to have to then turn around and 
represent the opposite side of the argument. He 
pointed out that many of the staff of the Attorney 
General's ministry may have connections to the 
previous administration, in one way or another. 

He did not question Crown counsels’ loyalty 
or competence, but to have them working on the 
case would create an uncomfortable situation for 
them, in that they would immediately become 

suspect if there were any leak of information.
The Finance and Audit Reform Act requires a 

public tender process with competitive bidding 
for any large government contract, but Prime 
Minister Briceño said there was no bidding 
process for the government to choose which law 
firm to hire. He said, “You will go to the law firm 
you believe would best defend you.” He said it 
would be hard to find a better law firm in the 
country than Courtenay and Coye 

But while Courtenay and Coye are well 
respected as senior experienced lawyers, the 
press also questioned that it was often one of 
their junior partners who would be sent to argue 
the case in court. 

Courtenay countered that this was also 
common practice, as he had also practiced in 
other CARICOM jurisdictions, and he too had 
hired a local attorney to act as his junior in the 
case. He said while the laws and legal systems 

UDP Chairman Michael Peyrefitte

of most of the Commonwealth are patterned on 
English common law, there are local differences 
and peculiarities in each jurisdiction or territory, 
with which the local attorney would be best 
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Rare ‘triple-dip’ La Niña Weather phenomenon 
could spell trouble for 2022 Hurricane Season
Th e  p r e s e n c e 

of La Niña, a 
wea ther  phenom-
enon which  typ i -
cally occurs every 
3 -5  yea r s ,  wh ich 
causes cooling of 
water surface tem-
peratures continues 
to impact rainfall 
projections for Be-
lize,  according to 
the National Mete-
orological Service 
of Belize (NMSB).

Senior Climatolo-
gist Shanea Young 
explained this week 
tha t  La  Niña  has 
changed the three-
m o n t h  a n d  s i x -
month rainfall out-
looks  which pre-
dicted Below nor-
mal and near normal 
levels of rain fall 
r e s p e c t i v e l y,  f o r 
the North (Orange 
Walk and Corozal 
Districts), Central 

Inland Areas (Cayo 
Dis t r ic t ) ,  Cent ra l 
Costal Areas (Be-
lize District),  and  
the Southern Areas 
(Stann Creek and 
Toledo Districts).

Young explained 
that  the  La Niña, 
which has endured 
longer than it nor-
mally does, is bring-
ing more rainfall , 
altering the outlook 
for  a l l  regions to 
have either normal 
o r  a b o v e  n o r m a l 
rainfall, heading to-
wards the end of the 
year. She noted that 
even the outlook for 
the months of July 
and August, which 
tradit ionally have 
l o w  a v e r a g e s  o f 
rainfall, have been 
affected.

"La Niña was sup-
posed to have weak-
ened and gone into 
a neutral  state by 
now, but it actually 
have strengthened 
s l i g h t l y, "  Yo u n g 
said.

The information 

comes ahead of the 
NMSB's next Cli-
mate Outlook Fo-
rum, scheduled for 
Friday, June 17. The 
forum, which serves 
as  a  p la t fo rm for 
the NMSB to share 
the updated 3-month 
and  6-month  out -
looks  wi th  s take-
holders to show how 
rainfal l  might  af-
fec t  the i r  var ious 
sec tors ,  wi l l  a l so 
be used a planning 
session.

The  da te  o f  the 
fo rum co inc iden-
ta l ly  fa l l s  on  the 
World Day to Com-
bat Desertification 
and Drought; how-
ever, the NMSB as-
sures that there are 
no  drought  warn-
ings for Belize in 
the short to medium 
term, and that the 
situation in that re-
ga rd  i s  be ing  as -
sisted by La Niña.

The World Mete-
orological Organi-
zation (WMO), in its 
recently published 

El  Niño/Southern 
Oscillation (ENSO) 
Probabilities report, 
noted that the cur-
rent La Niña, which 
began in September 
of 2020, is running 
abnorma l ly  long . 
The WMO described 
the event as a  “tri-
p le -d ip  La  Niña” 
which means that is 
has maintained its 
presence for three 
consecutive north-
e r n  h e m i s p h e r e 
winters, making the 
current La Niña one 
of  only  three  t r i -
ple-dips on record.  
The first triple-dip 
La Nina occurred 
from the Spring of 
1973 through to the 
Spring of 1976, and 
the other ran from 
S u m m e r  1 9 9 8  t o 
spring 2001. 

T h e  W M O  a l s o 
says that the ongo-
ing La Niña might 
run into 2023. 

W e a t h e r . c o m 
notes that the ongo-
ing La Niña raises 
great concerns for 
the  2022 Atlant ic 
Hurricane Season, 
noting that since it 
intensified in late 
s u m m e r  2 0 2 0 ,  a 
total of 51 storms 
were generated, 21 
o f  wh ich  became 
hurricanes. Hurri-
cane seasons that 
occur during a La 
Niña event are typi-
cally more active, as 
the cooler waters of 
the equatorial Pa-
cific Ocean lessen 
wind  shear  a long 
with  weaker  low-
level winds in the 
Caribbean Sea.

La Niña can also 
produce conditions 
that  a l low s torms 
to develop easier, 
by enhancing rising 
motion over the At-
lantic Basin. Tropi-
cal Storm Alex, the 
first named storm of 
the season, formed 
last week.
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Al t e r n a t i v e 
political party 

Belize People's Front 
(BPF) is calling on the 
prime minister to put 
his words regarding 
inclusion into practice 
and allow the BPF 
t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n 
the Redistricting Task 
Force, BPF leader 
Nefretery Nancy Marin 
told The Reporter this 
week. 

M a r i n  c o n t e n d s 
t h a t  s u c c e s s i v e 
administrations have 
heavily politicized 
processes  such as 
redistricting in the 
past ,  which could 
potentially undermine 
t rue  p rogress  fo r 
Belize. 

She stressed that the 
BPF's contribution to 
the task force would be 
a boon to the process 
by br inging some 
n e u t r a l i t y  i n t o  a 
process that has largely 
been dominated by the 
two major political 
parties. She went on 
to say that the BPF 
cares more about a 
successful redistricting 
process than political 
mileage to be gained 
from the participation.

"In the BPF we are 
about Belize first," 
Marin said. "The man 
we are proposing to be 
on the task force … is 
not a flag bearer; he 
was not a candidate; 
he is just a supporter 
of the BPF. I am not 
proposing myself or 
our secretary-general, 

or anybody else that 
i s  po l i t i ca l ;  I  am 
suggesting someone 
who is neutral and is 
prepared to be in there.”  

I n  F e b r u a r y , 
t h e  E l e c t i o n s 
a n d  B o u n d a r i e s 
Commission announced 
that the formation of 
the task force and that 
its work would begin 
immediately. This work 
involves gathering 
t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n 
that will be used to 
inform proposals to 
the National Assembly 
for redistricting, in 
a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h 
Sect ion  90 of  the 
Constitution of Belize.

The Taskforce is 
c h a i r e d  b y  C h i e f 
E l e c t i o n s  O ff i c e r 
Josephine Tamai, and 
its members include 
Paula Hender from the 
Attorney General’s 

M i n i s t r y ;  S h i r l e y 
Humes, a Principal 
Planner in the Ministry 
of Natural Resources; 
Alfred Cal,  Senior 
Lands Officer in the 
Ministry of Natural 
Resources, and Martin 
Aldana, a Statistical 
Ana lys t  f r om the 
Private Sector. 

The  task  force ' s 
groundwork is expected 
to conclude at the end 
of 2023.

This week, the United 
Democratic Party’s 
Chairman Michael 
Peyrefitte had raised 
concerns regarding the 
appointment of PUP 
Senator Collett Montejo 
as a field supervisor 
for the redistricting 
process.  Peyrefit te 
said that based on the 
Constitution Montejo 
cannot serve in both 
roles. 

BPF Leader Nancy Marin

Major cruise lines 
are calling on 

the United States Center 
for Disease Control 
and Prevention (CDC) 
to remove mandatory 
COVID-19 testing for 
their passengers, after 
the requirement was 
removed for the airline 
industry, Cruisehive 
reports.

On June 10, the CDC 
announced that it will 
no longer require air 
passengers traveling 
from a foreign country 
to the United States 
to show a negative 
COVID-19 viral test 
o r  documen ta t ion 
o f  r ecove ry  f rom 
COVID-19 before they 
board their flight, as of 
Sunday, June 12.

The CDC said that the 
decision taken back in 
January 2021 to impose 
a testing requirement 
was deemed necessary 
for public safety, but 
due to changes in the 
situation, including 
the the widespread 
availability of vaccines, 
the measure was no 
longe r  neces sa ry. 
The Center did say 
that it will continue to 
monitor the situation 
and would update if 
necessary, reinstating 
the requirement if the 

public is at risk. 
H o w e v e r , 

the requirement for 
a negative test result 
within the past 48 
h o u r s  r e m a i n e d 
intact for the cruise 
industry, prompting the 
Cruise Line Industry 
Association (CLIA) 
to begin advocating 
that the regulations 
currently in place for 
cruise passengers be 
reviewed.

The CLIA, which 
represents the interests 
of Royal Caribbean 
International (RCL), 
Carnival Cruise Line 
(CCL), Norwegian 
Cruise Line (NCLH) 
and most major cruise 
lines around the world, 
stressed that the factors 
which have allowed 
for the removal for the 
testing requirement 
prior to air  travel 
warrant the review 
of the regulations for 
cruise travel. 

C r u i s e  i n d u s t r y 
stakeholders in the 
US said that there 
were more than one 
million guests from 
Canada that sailed 
from a U.S. homeport, 
570,000 guests from 
Brazil sailed from a 
U.S. homeport, and 
280,000 from Mexico, 

the Caribbean, and 
Central America, and 
that  removing the 
testing requirement 
will aid in returning 
to those pre-COVID 
numbers.

T h e  C D C  h a d 
dropped its warning 
against cruise travel 
at the end of March, 
but has not updated 
i t ' s  g u i d a n c e  o n 
cruise travel since.

M a n y  c r u i s e 
lines began sailing 
in  2021,  af ter  the 
implementation of new 
measures to combat the 
spread of COVID-19 
and the implementation 
of vaccine mandates for 
passengers and crews.

In Belize, tourism 
came to a halt, after 
receiving over 700,000 
passengers back in 
2019. The 17-month 
s h u t d o w n  c a u s e d 
mass ive  losses  in 
revenue, and though 
B e l i z e  w e l c o m e d 
its first cruise ship 
on July 7, 2022, the 
Belize Tourism Board 
and Belize Tourism 
Industry Association 
agree that the industry 
has a long way to go 
with its recovery. 

 

S  U  D  O  K  U
Medium Puzzle Answer to Puzzle

Sudoku rules are 
extremely easy: Fill 
all empty squares so 
that the numbers 1 to 
9 appear once in each 
row, column and 3x3 
box.
Tip.
Use a soft erasable 
pencil.  Start with 
the easy puzzles, 
then move on to the 
harder ones.  Make 
small pencilmarks to 
show which numbers 
are allowed in empty 
squares. This will come 
handy when analyzing 
techniques are used.  
Never guess! Only 
make moves based 
on logical deductions.  
There is only one 
unique solution for 
each puzzle.

Belize People's Front asks to 
join Re-Districting Task Force

Cruise lines want CDC to remove 
COVID testing requirement
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Coconut milk: nutrition facts and health benefits
Due to its distinctive flavor and creamy 

texture, coconut milk can add a nice twist to 
coffees, protein shakes and desserts. Although 
it’s nowhere near as popular as other plant-
based milk alternatives in the US, it retains 
a loyal fan base.But how nutritious is this 
drink? And can it bring about any tangible 
health benefits? 

Coconuts are well-known for their high 
saturated fat  content.  For decades,  this 
nutrient  has been l inked to the obesity 
epidemic and a host of chronic diseases. 
However, recent years have seen a steep 
increase in studies challenging these findings, 
and even contradicting them. 

If you feel confused, don’t worry. In this 
article, we’ll discuss the nutritional value and 
potential health benefits of coconut milk to 
help you decide whether it is the right plant-
based alternative for you.

C O C O N U T  M I L K  I N  A C A N  V S 
COCONUT MILK IN A CARTON

There are two types of coconut milk – 
canned and cartoned. Whilst they’re made out 
of the same ingredient, they differ in terms of 
consistency, nutritional value, storage ability 
and culinary uses.   

Canned coconut milk is a thick, white liquid 
extracted from coconut ‘flesh’. Because it’s 
canned and sealed in a sterile container, 
it’s shelf-stable and comes with a longer 
expiration date than coconut milk in a carton. 
It also doesn’t need to be refrigerated. Canned 
coconut milk is much higher in fat than other 
types of milk, and as such, is primarily used 
as a cooking ingredient. It is a common 
staple in many South Asian cuisines and is 
frequently used to make curries. 

Coconut milk from a carton is a watery, 
white liquid extracted from coconut ‘flesh’ 
and  typ ica l ly  enr iched  wi th  v i tamins , 
minerals and added sugars. It’s used primarily 
as a milk alternative in coffees, smoothies, 

shakes and cereals. As opposed to canned 
coconut milk, the cartoned version contains 
significantly less fat and more water, and in 

most cases, it has to be refrigerated before 
and after opening.

HOW LONG DOES COCONUT MILK 
LAST?

Just like dairy milk, coconut milk from a 
carton can be divided into two categories: 
UHT (ultra-high temperature)/shelf-stable 
and fresh/refrigerated.  The UHT drinks 
undergo extensive heat processing to increase 
their shelf-life, whereas the refrigerated ones 
don’t. As a result, they come with different 
use-by dates and storage guidelines.  

Shelf-stable coconut milk typically has a 
shelf life of six to 12 months. The refrigerated 
ones tend to have much shorter use-by dates 
– usually a couple of weeks from when they 
were produced – and stay fresh for about a 
week after being opened.

WHAT ARE THE HEALTH BENEFITS 
OF COCONUT MILK?

When not accounting for water, saturated 
fat is the main ingredient in coconut milk. 
For several decades, saturated fat has been 
considered to be one of the biggest contributors 
to obesi ty,  cardiovascular  diseases and 
degenerative conditions. However, more 
studies are beginning to contradict this, 

pointing to the fact that the correlation 
between cardiometabolic conditions and 
saturated fat consumption remains weak. 

There is also growing evidence suggesting 
that  fat ty  acids found in coconut  oi l  – 
lauric acid and medium-chain fatty acids in 
particular – may actually be beneficial for 
our health. According to a review published 
in the Journal of the Science of Food and 
Agriculture, lauric acid has been shown to 
exhibit significant antibacterial and antiviral 
properties, whilst medium-chain fatty acids, 
which resemble the fats found in human 
breast milk, may play an important role in 
regulating blood lipids, improving cognitive 
function, fighting free radicals and reducing 
inflammation, as well as decreasing the risk 
of developing type 2 diabetes and several 
types of cancer.

When compared to animal fats, regular 
consumption of coconut oil may lead to 
lower levels of ‘bad’ low-density lipoprotein 
cholesterol and higher levels of ‘good’ high-
density lipoprotein cholesterol, as indicated 
by the results of a meta-analysis published 
in Nutrition Reviews. However, it’s worth 
noting that another meta-analysis published 
in Diabetes & Metabolic Syndrome(opens in 
new tab) points to more adverse effects of 
coconut oil on cardiometabolic health.        

Wha t ’s  more ,  accord ing  to  a  r ev iew 
published in the International Journal of 
Food Science, coconut milk contains several 
compounds that may provide protection 
against damage to lipids, proteins and DNA 
strands. This drink also tends to be enriched 
with calcium, vitamin B12 and vitamin D, 
which can help vegans to top up the intake of 
these nutrients without resorting to additional 
supplementation. Unsweetened coconut milk 
is largely devoid of carbohydrates and sugars 
too, making it a good choice for people on 
low-carb diets.

COCONUT MILK VS ALMOND MILK
According to StatiSta,  almond milk 

iS the moSt popular plant-baSed milk 
alternative  in  the  uS .  unSweetened 
almond milkS tend to have far fewer 
calorieS aS well aS much lower fat and 
protein contentS than coconut milk. 
when it comeS to nutrient valueS, they’re 
roughly comparable in both drinkS, 
although thiS obviouSly varieS between 
brandS. aS Such, almond milk may be a 
better option for people whoSe primary 
goal iS weight loSS, whereaS coconut 
milk would Suit individualS who are 
after a more substantial drink.    

Both almond and coconut milk perform well 
in a variety of meals and drinks. However, 
coconut milk tends to have a stronger taste 
and more overwhelming aroma that may 
overpower other ingredients, so it may need 
to be used more sparingly in cooking. 

From an environmental perspective, the 
impact of growing coconuts and almonds is 
fairly similar in terms of their water and land 
use, according to a review published in the 
Global Food Security journal. So it really 
comes down to your health goals and personal 
preference.
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 ‘Shyne Slams PM 
for  S tand ing  wi th 
“Dictatorships”. 

“As we show you 
a t  t h e  t o p  o f  t h e 
news, Prime Minis-
ter Briceño made it 
into New York Times 
for  his  remarks in 
solidarity with Cuba 
and Venezuela – both 
countries are summit 
outcasts. The Times 
calls his speech “re-
markable” – deliv-
ered right in front of 
the US President Joe 
Biden. 

“But Leader of the 
Oppos i t ion  Shyne 
Barrow is  not  im-
pressed .  He  says , 
quote “down with dic-
tatorship”. In a state-
ment via WhatsApp 
this evening, he says, 
quote, “the concept 
that because a country 
gives you financial 
assistance that you 
wholesale, normal-
ize and accept their 
violations of human 
rights is what is rep-
rehensible…to me it 
is nothing more that 
diplomatic prostitu-
tion. Countries that 
oppress their people 
and rule by authori-
tarian decree should 
be condemned and 
encourage to change 
t h e i r  w a y s … w e 
that enjoy freedom 
should not abandon 
those that suffer under 
dictatorships”--Taken 
from Channel 7 News, 
Bel ize ,  the  onl ine 
version, Friday, June 
10th, 2022.

Calculating, figur-
ing, evaluating, as-
sessing and determin-
ing who to align with 
in international for-
eign affairs, has nev-
er been our nation’s 
strong point. That is 
the reason why Gua-
temala was skillfully 
able to maneuver its 
position in the global 
arena as the victims in 
the Belize/Guatemala 
dispute and create and 
spread the narrative 
that its people along 
the border were ac-

tually being terror-
ized and victimized 
by Belizean Security 
Forces. 

When Belize’s Se-
curity Forces killed a 
minor in an incursion 
and crossfire that was 
created by Guatema-
lan citizens, this view 
was internationally 
cemented. Guatemala 
has been able to care-
fully bend interna-
tional allies to its side. 

Those who do basic 
journalist reading and 
are familiar with some 
of the more promi-
nent, global, written, 
news outlets, will un-
derstand that the New 
York Times that was 
founded by Raymond 
and Jones in 1851 is a 
far cry from the 2022 
left leaning social-
ist platform that it 
has now evolved into. 
Honestly speaking, 
the Times has become 
a bastion of socialism 
that holds no love for 
the nation they live 
in or for the capitalist 
system that made the 
newspaper prosperous 
for the past 171 years 
of its existence. 

The paper has mor-
phed into a thinktank 
for  h igh  taxa t ion , 
global open borders, 
critical race theory, 
the perversion of gen-
der equality, woke-
ness and racial en-
vironmental move-
ments. To be praised 
by the Times carries 
as much weight as 
being crown prince 
of the Kingdom of 
Never-Never Land. 

President Joe Biden 
who is one of the most 
ardent left  leaning 
socialist presidents 
of all time, made a 
decision to refuse en-
try to Cuba and Ven-
ezuela to the Summit 
of the Americas in 
Los Angeles, Cali-
fornia.  That decision 
was more strategic 
than ideologic. With 
approval ratings cur-
rently lower than that 
of President Trump 
on his worse day and 
because of Biden’s 
handling of the US 
economy and foreign 
affairs - especially the 
resurgence of China 
as a global behemoth, 
stifling fuel prices, 
scarcity of basic prod-
ucts on American su-
permarket shelves, 
and the overall rise in 

The United States 
is at a crossroads be-
tween the left  and 
the right and that’s a 
US issue, so let’s not 
get embroiled in that. 
Yet arguably while 
we may continue to 
condemn the action 
of the United States, 
globally it is the one 
country that offers 
the most  technical 
assistance, raw US 
taxpayers’ cash, vol-
untary assistance and 
the most humanitar-
ian aid than any other 
country bar none in-
cluding Cuba, Ven-
ezuela, Iran, North 
Korea combined or 
any other despotic 
nation that we wish 
to defend. 

It also offers the 
most opportunities 
to people for a bet-
ter way of life and 
improved standard of 
living. The last time I 
checked, no one was 
lined up to cross the 
border into China, 
Cuba, Venezuela or 
Iran. On the contrary 

people were trying to 
leave and their coun-
try of preference, the 
United States. 

I  may not  agree 
with the Leader of the 
Opposition on many 
issues, but a least he 
recognizes that de-
mocracy is the best 
way by which man 
can be governed, and 
that oppression must 
not be condoned, and 
that our foreign af-
fairs must be mod-
els on the same basic 
morals by which we 
are governed.            

It’s all about the 
people!

Disc la imer:  the 
opinions expressed 
by our columnists 
are theirs alone, and 
are not necessarily 
re f l e c t i v e  o f  t h e 
newspaper’s stance 
o n  t h e  i s s u e s 
touched. We believe 
i t  i s  cr i t ical  that 
our columnists be 
allowed freedom to 
generate discussion 
t h r o u g h  t h e i r 
expressions on any 

Down With Tyrants
All about The People

the cost of living for 
ordinary Americans - 
he cannot afford to be 
seen by the populace 
as weak on tyrants and 
hence the banning of 
Cuba and Venezuela 
from the summit. 

H o w e v e r,  w h i l e 
Biden gives the im-
pression that he is 

being tough on tyran-
nical leaders, direct 
flights are returning to 
Cuba and negotiations 
have started with Ven-
ezuela for the supply 
of oil to replace Rus-
sian shortfalls. That is 
even more beneficial 
than attending a sum-
mit. 

This move is made 
with countries, which 
l ike  I ran  cont inue 
to  promote  ‘death 
to America’ among 
their people. Makes 
y o u  w o n d e r  w h a t 
type of  leadership 
the free world has, 
when someone wants 
to see the destruc-
tion of your system 
of government, and by 
extension your nation, 
and you in turn make 
economic overtures 
to them. 

Make no mistake, 
no matter how you 
squeeze, flower it and 
present it, Cuba and 
Venezuela are repres-
sive regimes. If there 
is any doubt about 
what the final results 
of regimes like this 
are, just take a look 
at Ukraine and that’s 
your answer. 

Russia, is ruled by 
a tyrant who saw the 
opportunity to take 
advantage of what he 
believed was an in-
ferior military power 
and decided to invade. 
That invasion was not 
based on logical or 
rational reasoning, 
but simply by the de-
sire to create the old 
USSR. 

The aftermath of 
appeasements  and 
endless years of com-
promises with Putin’s 
Russia is being paid 
in Ukrainian blood. 
Let no one fool you, 
communism or its re-
branded name, social-

ism, has never worked 
because it requires a 
certain degree of sup-
pression of people’s 
basic freedoms and 
repressive control of 
the economy.  The 
modern-day hybrid 
versions that exist, 
depr ives  o rd ina ry 
citizens of the basic 
rights that all people 

yearn for - freedom. 
Whi le  the re  a re 

those who will toot 
the accomplishments 
of Cuba in medicine, 
education and sports, 
the same can be said 
about North Korea. 
It was technological-
ly advanced enough 
to create an Atomic 
Bomb, but its people 
are no less free and 
their standard of liv-
ing has not improved. 
So, what’s the point?  

Neri Briceno

Make no mistake, no matter how 
you squeeze, flower it and present 
it, Cuba and Venezuela are repres-
sive regimes. 
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How Crypto and CBDCs Can Use Less 
Energy Than Existing Payment Systems

By Itai Agur, Xavier Lavayssière and Germán Villegas Bauer

Mo s t  o f  t h e 
world’s cen-

tral banks have already 
agreed they should 
help f ight  c l imate 
change, a critical chal-
lenge that necessitates 
reductions in both ener-
gy consumption, which 
is our focus here, and 
the carbon emissions 
associated with the en-
ergy consumed.

To meet these aims, 
it’s important to pay 
attention to the energy 
used by the payment 
systems that central 
banks regulate and 
oversee. Monetary au-
thorities now have a 
unique opportunity to 
improve efficiency as 
the way people pay 
is undergoing rapid 
changes worldwide. 
Digital currencies, from 
crypto assets to central 
bank digital curren-
cies, can play a role in 
the transformation that 
policymakers envision.

With a desire to limit 
the energy consump-

tion comes a need to 
understand what drives 
it. Policymakers con-
front researchers like us 
with several questions 
yet to be fully explored. 
These include how 
crypto assets compare 
with existing payment 
systems, what factors 
influence the energy 
use of the networks, 
and how new technolo-
gy can make payments 
cleaner and greener.

Choice matters
News coverage of 

digital currencies and 
energy often spot-
lights Bitcoin, which 
is infamous for its reli-
ance on raw computing 
power and electricity. 
Our new paper goes 
beyond these discus-
sions by establishing 
the main components 
and technological op-
tions that determine the 
energy profile of digital 
currencies.

We draw on academ-
ic and industry esti-
mates to compare digi-

tal currencies to one 
another and to exist-
ing payment systems. 
This research is at the 
intersection of digital 
currencies and climate 
change, two important 
subjects for policymak-
ers, and the conclusions 
are especially pertinent 
for many central banks 
planning new digital 
currencies while also 
considering their envi-
ronmental impact. Our 
research shows how the 
technological design 
choices for digital cur-
rencies make a major 
difference for their en-
ergy consumption.

Depending on the 
specific details of how 
they are configured, 
CBDCs and some kinds 
of crypto assets can 
be more energy effi-
cient than much of the 
current payment land-
scape, including credit 
and debit cards. Credit 
and debit cards are im-
portant for comparison 
because they account 

for about three-quarters 
of cashless transac-
tions, according to the 
most recent Red Book 
statistics from the Bank 
for International Settle-
ments.

Deeper examination
Our  conclus ions 

about energy efficiency 
stem from a detailed 
look at the new technol-
ogies that are shaking 
up how global consum-
ers make purchases and 
send money. Digital 
currencies often rely 
on distributed ledgers 
for validating and re-
cording transactions. In 
those cases, how much 
energy they use mainly 
depends on two factors:

The first is how net-
work participants agree 
on transaction histories. 
Some crypto assets like 
Bitcoin use a proof-
of-work consensus 
mechanism that needs 
substantial calculation 
power, and energy, to 
obtain the right to up-
date the transaction 
trail. Other crypto types 
use different approach-
es for their ledger up-
dates that don’t require 
as much computing 
muscle.

The second is access 
to distributed-ledger 
sys tems .  Some of 
these are permission-
less, allowing anyone 
to join and validate 
transactions. Entry to 
others requires per-
mission from a central 
authority, which offers 
greater control over 
key aspects of energy 
consumption such as 
the number of network 
participants, their geo-
graphic location, and 
software updates.

Our study of digi-
tal currencies’ energy 
use relies on academic 
and industry estimates 
for different process-
ing technologies. The 
research shows that 
proof-of-work crypto 
uses vastly more en-
ergy than credit cards. 
Replacing proof-of-
work with other con-
sensus mechanisms is 
a first green leap for 
crypto, and using per-
missioned systems is a 
second. Together, these 
advances put crypto’s 
energy consumption 
well below that of cred-
it cards

But there’s more to 
payment systems than 
processing technolo-
gies. Total energy use 
varies by technology, 
payment-chain size, 
and other additional 
features.

Considerations like 
these resonate with 
central banks consid-
ering digital currencies. 
Many CBDC projects 
build on energy effi-
cient distributed-ledger 
systems under which 
only permissioned in-
stitutions like commer-
cial banks can join and 
validate without proof-
of-work.

Other options that 
don’t feature distrib-
uted ledgers are also 
being considered, and 
some of these are seen 
as promising from an 
energy-consumption 
standpoint. That means 
CBDCs have the po-
tential to reduce the 
power needs for digital 
payments, and even be 
more energy efficient 
than the credit card 
networks now widely 

used.
CBDCs are still in 

their early days, and 
it’s hard to know how 
far and how fast they 
might go, but it is clear 
that central banks will 
adopt new technologies 
that impact power use. 
Their energy-saving 
potential will depend 
on the use associated 
with other design fea-
tures that may be added 
for compliance, to aid 
security and integrity, 
or to facilitate universal 
access.

For example, some 
central banks are con-
sidering whether CB-
DCs should be acces-
sible through physi-
cal cards, like credit 
cards. Card payments 
use more energy than 
those with digital wal-
lets, which is how most 
crypto transactions are 
made. But cards can 
help adoption and in-
clusion, particularly 
when digital literacy 
or mobile network con-
nectivity are a concern.

As payment systems 
increasingly use dis-
tributed ledgers, there’s 
a clear case for those 
more energy-efficient 
options that are permis-
sioned and don’t rely on 
proof-of-work mecha-
nisms. And though the 
debate on the future 
of money is still in its 
early stages too, power 
use is just one among 
many considerations. 
Policymakers should 
weigh energy needs 
along with other ben-
efits and risks when 
they design CBDCs or 
consider the regulatory 
environment for crypto.

NOTICE OF COMMENCED DISSOLUTION
LEO CONSULTING INC.

(“the Company”)
“Notice is hereby given to all interested parties that LEO CONSULTING INC. 

a Company incorporated under the IBC Act of Belize commenced dissolution 
on 10th June 2022. 

And 
Mr. Jaufre Rouanet, of Office 901- Al Saqr Tower, Sheikh Zayed Road, 

Dubai, United Arab Emirates, is the liquidator of the company.

Frontier International Business Services Limited
Registered Agent 
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Summit of the Americas was worth attending
By Sir Ronald Sanders

As beauty is in the eyes of the beholder, so is 
success or failure measured by the beneficiary 

or the overlooked. Summits of the Americas, from the 
time they were initiated by the administration of the 
US in 1994, have overlooked the Caribbean.

Not so, the 2022 Summit held in Los Angeles from 
June 8 to June 10. The 14 independent CARICOM 
countries, except for St Vincent and the Grenadines, 
went into this Summit with a greater measure of 
confidence in themselves and determination not to 
be overlooked or ignored. They reaped the reward.

At a private meeting on the eve of the Summit, 
attended by all but four of their number, the CARICOM 
heads of government decided that they would not be 
satisfied with a scheduled meeting only with US vice 
president Kamala Harris. They wanted president 
Biden present. They made it clear that while no 
disrespect was meant toward the vice president, the 
critical issues that confronted their countries required 
the presence of the president himself to make the 
necessary decisions.

The president not only turned up, but he engaged 
fully with the CARICOM leaders and the president 
of the Dominican Republic. His engagement was so 
intense that the start of the first plenary session of the 
Summit, at which he was the first scheduled Speaker, 
had to be delayed while he satisfactorily concluded 
the discussion. Word spreading around the halls of the 
Los Angeles Conference Centre that the president was 
meeting Caribbean leaders, puzzled delegates from 
larger Latin American countries and created envy – the 
latter spoken in whispers.

What caused this unscheduled meeting to happen 
was a display of CARICOM unity that has only 
recently reignited in the Group. It was driven by 
the consensus on the way forward for CARICOM 
countries, fashioned two weeks before in Guyana at 
an Agricultural Investment Forum, led by Guyana’s 
president Irfaan Ali with the strong support of 
Barbados’ Mia Mottley, Trinidad and Tobago’s Keith 
Rowley, Antigua and Barbuda’s Gaston Browne, 
Belize’s Juan Briceño and Dominica’s Roosevelt 
Skerrit.

At that Forum, the representative group of leaders 
had agreed on an actionable and time-bound plan 
regarding food and energy security, transportation of 
food within the region, and the removal of tariff barriers 
between CARICOM countries. They also agreed that, 
after initial hesitation by several of them, they would 
attend the Summit of the Americas not only to register 
their dissatisfaction with the US decision not to invite 
the leaders of Cuba and Venezuela particularly, but to 
press for US support for CARICOM’s action plan.

In Los Angeles they went forward with that spirit 
of unity, meeting president Biden not with a begging 
bowl but with proposals showing what CARICOM 
countries could and would do, and how the US could 
help them gain access to international financing, 
including from the US itself. The exchange with Biden 
and Harris was courteous but candid, hard truths were 
exposed but with honesty and respect. US officials 
in the room might have been concerned about the 
readiness to act that president Biden displayed, but 
whatever bureaucratic delays might yet ensue, no one 
could doubt that action had been set in motion.

Sceptics, including persons like me, who have 
attended many inter-governmental meetings where 
statements are made and eventually discarded, are 
tempted to see proof before accepting sincerity. But 
there was an electricity in the Biden encounter that 
appeared more credible; it generated a sense that 
something might come of it.

The US president agreed with CARICOM leaders 
and the president of the Dominican Republic that they 
would establish three joint committees, which would 
be “focused, and time-bound in order to urgently 
address challenges related to energy security, food 
security, and development/debt finance in the region”.

Not five days had elapsed when, on June 14, the 
US government wrote to CARICOM heads and the 
president of the Dominican Republic, announcing 
its co-chairs of the Committees and its readiness to 
convene a meeting on June 20 “to discuss next steps 

towards achieving concrete, near-term progress on 
the designated topics”. This response has to be rated 
among the fastest that the Caribbean has had from 
the US concerning any matters that were initiated by 
regional countries. It is progress. As I remarked in an 
interview, published in the Miami Herald on June 10: 
“This has been a breakthrough meeting for us. Biden 
has shown that he’s willing to move.”

Movement, however, must not be mistaken for 
progress which will only be achieved if CARICOM 
countries and the Dominican Republic participate in 
these Committees with unity of purpose and with solid 
arguments that are backed by rigorous research. The 
persons, nominated by the Caribbean side should also 
be experienced and clear-eyed negotiators.

The Caribbean urgently needs drastic change 
in the rules applied to access for concessionary 
financing by the International Financial Institutions 
over whose policies the US, as one of the largest and 
richest members, exercise influence. The region also 
requires change in lending policies to match loans 
to needs. One of the region’s biggest needs now is 
transportation to move food production within the 
region by sea and air, reducing dependence on foreign 
foods, strengthening agricultural sectors, and lowering 
the cost of food products.

Hanging over every CARICOM country is also 
huge debt incurred to cope with external events, 

such as the COVID-19 pandemic, high oil prices and 
increased costs of shipping, and natural disasters – 
hurricanes, floods and droughts. There is an urgency 
to secure debt reduction, debt forgiveness, and debt 
rescheduling. The countries of the region cannot 
repay debt, on current terms, and yet implement the 
plans that will make the difference to their survival 
and progress.

No Summit of the Americas in the past could 
reasonably have been considered a success by the 
Caribbean, but at this Ninth Summit, the Caribbean 
by the harmony and determination of its leadership, 
achieved movement. Progress depends on maintaining 
both resolve and unity.
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PM Briceño echoes the call for vulnerability 
index in address to IX Summit of the Americas
The international community must "finalize 

and use" a multi-dimensional vulnerability 
(MVI), which could help developing countries 
access necessary financing for recovery and 
resilience, Prime Minister of Belize Hon. John 
Briceño urged during his speech at the IX Summit 
of the Americas. 

"Action must include the finalization and use 
of a multi-dimensional vulnerability index so that 
countries like ours can affordably finance our 
recovery and build resiliency. Action must include 
debt relief. Action must include a coordinated 
multilateral response to the deepening food and 
energy crises," Briceño reiterated, as he began 
to wrap up his roughly ten-minute speech at the 
summit. 

The call for the MVI is one that has been 
repeatedly raised by other CARICOM leaders, 
including Barbadian Prime Minister Mia Mottley. 
The call stems from the fact that the international 
financial institutions (IFIs) tend to provide 
concessionary recovery financing and debt-relief 
assistance to developing countries that have per 
capita income levels below certain thresholds. 

For instance, the World Bank's International 

Development 
Association 
( I D A ) 
p r o v i d e s 
either grants 
o r  l o w - t o -
no  in teres t 
concessionary 
financing to 
the world 's 
p o o r e s t 
c o u n t r i e s . 
The eligibility 
status is set 
at countries 
h a v i n g 
a  G r o s s 
N a t i o n a l 
Income (GNI) 
of less than 
US$1205 in 
2022.

I n  r e a l 
t e r m s , 
Belize's GNI per capita for 2020 was US$3817, 

down from $4322 the year before. Belize's 
2020 GNI level still meant that the country was 
classified as a Lower-Middle-Income country, 
and, therefore, ineligible for the much-needed 
IDA-level assistance. 

CARICOM leaders, including Briceño, argue 
that the eligibility criteria should not be based 
on GNI per capita and any other income-level 
statistic, but rather on vulnerability to external 
shocks. This vulnerability could be measured via 
the likes of the MVI. 

According to a 2019 MVI study produced 
by the Caribbean Development Bank (CDB), 
Belize is classified as having medium-to-high 
vulnerability to external shocks stemming from 
its exposure to volatility in international prices 
for food and energy, natural disasters, climate 
change, disruptions in access to strategic imports, 
and more. 

As observed two years ago, the Belizean 
economy contracted sharply due to the virtual 
shutting down of the tourism sector, which, by 
definition, is a highly concentrated export market 
that has most of the country's tourists originating 
from the United States of America and Canada. 
For this reason, when the US-based Center for 
Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) enacted 
its 2020 no-sail orders for the cruise lines in 
response to the COVID-19 pandemic, this had an 
almost immediate negative impact on an industry 
that generates roughly 60% of Belize's foreign 
exchange (FOREX) earnings. 

Moreover, unlike the United States and other 
developed countries that enjoy complete monetary 
autonomy, Belize, a country with a fixed-
exchange-rate system, cannot so liberally engage 
in the type of fiscal stimuli packages as was seen in 
the USA. The Belizean dollars in circulation must 
maintain a delicate balance with FOREX holdings, 
if, inter alia, the currency peg will remain robust. 
Additionally, a shortage of FOREX also suggests 
that the country would have challenges paying for 
essential imports. 

Belize also relies heavily on the primary 
sector. Therefore, with climate change helping to 
produce more intense floods, tropical storms, and 
hurricanes, this sector needs urgent assistance as 
it pertains to building resilience. 

These vulnerabilities have been shown to stymie 
economic growth, and often force developing 
countries to borrow from domestic, commercial, 
bilateral, and multilateral sources to help recover 
from shocks and build resilience. However, as 
debt levels climb, the cost of borrowing increases, 
especially as rating agencies such as Standards and 
Poors (S&P) or Moody's announce downgrades. 
This, therefore, compounds the degree of debt 
distress faced by affected economies. It is a 
scenario that some economists have described as 
a vicious cycle. 
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Local Hemp Farmer Sowing Seeds of Success
By Michelle Sutherland

Ev e n  a s  t h e 
churches await the 

outcome of the vetting 
process that is currently 
being undertaken by the 
Election and Boundaries 
Department, which will 
determine the fate of the 
marijuana referendum in 
Belize, one authorized 
hemp farmer is busy 
paving the road ahead 
for future hemp farmers.

Cesar Godinez, 34, 
a resident of Valley of 
Peace Village and owner 
of Belize Tropical Hemp 
Company  Limi ted 
has spent the last two 
years expanding his 
25 acres of hemp farm 
and processing faciity, 
situated in Valley of 
Peace Village. 

Godinez started out 
with eight employees, 
and today his farm 
proudly boasts  16 
employees, and with 
plans already in the 
pipeline to construct a 
state-of-the-art facility, 
he is hopeful that he 
would be able to expand 
his workforce even 
more, thereby, providing 
j o b  o p p o r t u n i t i e s 
for residents in the 
su r round ing  ru ra l 
communities.

Belize Tropical Hemp 
Company Limited is 
not only extending 
its workforce but the 
company also boasts 
well-packaged, organic 
hemp products, such 
as CDB oils, chocolates, 
cigarettes, and most 
recently seaweed and 
gummies all of which 
are infused with hemp 
and boast amazing 
medical benefits from 
helping with tobacco 
addiction,  treating 
body aches, insomnia, 
anxiety, stress, panic 
a t t a c k s ,  n a u s e a , 
depression, glaucoma, 
seizure, inflammation, 
autism and several 
other health and nerve 
complications. 

Godinez said that 
while his products are 
already available in 
stores in almost 30% 
of the country, he is 
already getting requests 
from well-established 
international companies 
who have expressed 
interest in purchasing 
his products.

“Almost all of our 
customers that have 
taken [our] products, we 
have had really good 
feedback from them. 
P e o p l e  t h a t  h a v e 
suffered from anxiety, 
high blood pressure, and 
even glaucoma, have 

Hemp farmer Cesar Godinez

we are ready to work 
with other farmers to 
be able to teach them 
a thing or two because 
once our factory is ready 
we would need good 
quality products because 
our plan is to export. We 
are currently making 
CDB chocolate we 
already have different 
companies in Europe 
wanting our chocolate. 
One of our main goals, 
however, is the fiber, 
that is extracted from 
the plant. We intend to 
use that to make paper 
cups, disposable straws, 
and even disposable 
plates locally.”

But while Godinez 
says that he is proud of 
how far his company 
has come, as is the case 
with any new company 
and even a new industry 
he has had his fair share 

of challenges. Godinez 
said that one of the 
greatest hurdles that he is 
facing is that Belizeans 
do not understand that 
hemp is different from 
marijuana and does not 
produce the same effects 
on the human body. 

Godinez said that 
he and his marketing 
team have been trying 
for months to fight 
the stigma associated 
with hemp, by trying 
to highlight the health 
b e n e f i t s  t h a t  a r e 
associated with the 
plant.

B u t  w h i l e  t h e y 
battle with that aspect, 
chances are that pretty 
soon Godinez and his 
team will have to be 
competing against not 
only other hemp farmers 
but also local marijuana 

called us back and said 
that they are really happy 
with our CDB products 
and it has really helped 
them a lot. So one of 
the reasons why we 
keep going forward is 
because of all the good 
feedback that we get 
from our customers and 
this wasn't only over 
here in Belize. We have 
had customers who have 
taken CDB from the 
US and they have told 
us that our products are 
way better,” explained 
Godinez.

Godinez, who says 
that he is among the 
first hemp farmer, in 
this new and booming 
industry, maintains 
that his hemp trees are 
100% organic, and are 
tended manually by his 
employees who would 
visit the greenhouses 
on a daily basis and 
manually inspect each 
plant for pest, bugs 
or other unwanted 
diseases. 

If  any are found 
then they are removed 
manually to prevent 
them from spreading 
to the other plant in 
the nursery. Something 
which Godinez says is 
laborsome, and requires 
great care since the 
plants are not native to 
Belize, but are imported 
from the United States 
or Europe, with the 
necessary paperwork 
from the respective 
companies, clearance 
from the US, BAHA, 
and even the Ministry of 
New Growth Industries.

 A c c o r d i n g  t o 
Godinez, apart from 
organic fertilizer which 
is sourced locally from 
Spanish Lookout, he 
does not use any other 
pesticides on his plants. 
Godinez explained to 
us that hemp seeds are 
feminized seeds and 
take approximately 
four months to mature. 
Once the plant bears 
flowers and matures it 
dies, thereby triggering 

the manual planting 
of new seeds once 
more. Godinez who 
has a background in 
hemp cultivation and 
processing told us 
that he also uses the 
hemp plant as a natural 
fertilizer for the soil. 

He explained that 
hemp plants are known 
to naturally clean the 
soil and automatically 
inject oxygen back 
into the soil making 
it a perfect option for 
rotation farming for 
other vegetables and 
f ru i t s .  Someth ing 
which he says he also 
makes use of since he 
produces and grows 
other vegetables on his 
25-acre property.

“This is a very big 
industry so it has a lot of 
potential here in Belize, 
we are in the tropics, 
we have been growing 
hemp for two years now 
so we know that the 
plant can grow well 
here. We have done our 
research, we have done 
our work, and we have 
been able to grow plants 
as big as 10 feet tall. So (Con’td on pg. 13)
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a EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES
Vacancies exist for the following positions. Successful candidates will be required to obtain a security 

clearance and undergo a medical examination.

(1)         Housekeeper (2 positions):
BASIC FUNCTION OF THE POSITION:
Duties include day-to-day housekeeping, organizing, dusting, vacuuming, laundry services, changing 

and maintaining bedding, ironing, cleaning floor and counter surfaces, assisting with plans for events and 
functions, serving at these functions, shopping for household supplies, maintaining shopping records and 
inventory, pet care (if applicable), tending to house plants, identifying maintenance issues, and escorting 
staff. All responsibilities shall be completed on time and thoroughly, with utmost integrity and honesty, 
and in a manner representing the highest U.S. standards of customer service.

QUALIFICATIONS REQUIRED:
• At least two years prior experience in housekeeping is required 
• A good command of reading, writing, and speaking English is required 
• Must have initiative, good interpersonal skills and flexibility

(2)       Chef:
BASIC FUNCTION OF THE POSITION:
Duties include but are not limited to planning, budgeting, shopping, preparing and presenting a variety 

of meal services for the residence and for events of 2 to 200 guests. With an understanding of nutritional 
balance and essential elements, the Chef’s repertoire must include a diverse and wide range of cooking 
styles and meal types, including appetizers for receptions, baked goods, desserts, and the ability to create 
vegetarian/vegan meals and cater to gluten sensitivities. The Chef will also be required to maintain 
expense records for each event or function, create menus, manage inventory, and assure the highest 
standards of safety, cleanliness, and proper food preparation and storage. The Chef is required to plan 
menus in advance and carry out the actual purchasing of supplies and ingredients necessary to produce 
the dishes reflected in the set menus. All responsibilities shall be completed on time, with integrity and 
honesty, and in a manner representing the highest U.S. standards of customer service.

QUALIFICATIONS REQUIRED:
• At least three years of culinary experience in a hotel/restaurant setting is required 
• Associate Degree or completion of culinary/catering certificate program or in the absence of an 
 Associate Degree, five years of culinary experience in a hotel or restaurant setting
• Must have a fluent command of reading, writing, and speaking English, and the ability to follow 
 recipes and cooking instructions of varying complexity
• Must have initiative, good interpersonal skills and flexibility

WHO MAY APPLY: Applicants must be in possession of a Belize social security card valid for 
employment and/or a resident/work permit, and be eligible for appointment under Belize’s local laws.

HOW TO APPLY: Interested candidates must submit a letter of application, current résumé, two 
references and all other applicable supporting documentation by email to BelmopanJobs@state.gov. 
All applications must include in the subject line which position they are applying for (eg: Employment 
Application for Chef position). Incomplete applications will not be considered. For a complete copy of 
the position description listing all duties and responsibilities, please send an email to BelmopanJobs@
state.gov or call at 822-4011, Ext. 4242. 

The deadline for submitting applications is Friday, July 1st, 2022.

USA’s Latest Removal of Travel Requirement 
Expected Boost Belize Tourism Industry

 CEO Nicole Solano

By Michelle Sutherland

The Ministry of 
To u r i s m  a n d 

Diaspora Relations 
says that  they are 
welcoming the news 
that the United States 
has ended COVID-19 
testing requirements for 
international travelers 
arriving by plane and 
are hoping that this 
will help to accelerate 
the recovery of the 
local tourism industry 
in Belize.

“ A b s o l u t e l y 
s o m e t h i n g  l i k e 
t h i s  s h o u l d  h e l p 
t o  a c c e l e r a t e  t h e 
recovery of our local 
tourism industry in 
Belize. [It helps] not 
only for Belize but 
regionally. Many of the 

countries in the region 
have been suffering 
a lot because of this 
and other measures 
tha t  have  been  in 
place. As you know 
tourism is important 
to our economy so 
with a measure like 
this  removed then 
the likelihood that 
someone will travel 
internationally will 
increase,” CEO Nicole 
Solano, of the Ministry 
o f  To u r i s m  a n d 
Diaspora Relations, 
told the Reporter this 
week.

CEO Solano further 
indica ted  tha t  the 
m i n i s t r y  r e m a i n s 
positive that Belize 
will be experiencing 
rippling effects due to 
these latest changes. 

She noted that Belize 
will now see the arrival 
of tourists who did not 
want to go through 
that procedure before. 
She explained that 
prior to the lifting 
of the requirement 
in the US, travelers 
were hesitant to go on 
vacation and run the 
risk of testing positive 
and being unable to 
re tu rn  back  home 
and to work during 
their prescribed time 
off. Now according 
to Solano with the 
requ i rements  now 
gone, travelers will 
be able to travel with 
confidence they will 
be able to meet their 
prescribed timeline.

Solano summed it 
up to one less step and 

one less expense for 
travelers, who will find 
it more convenient that 
they do not have to go 
through that process 
any longer and who 
will now find it easier 
t o  t r ave l  t o  t he i r 
destination of choice.

Last Friday, the US 
had announced that 
international travelers 
arriving by plane no 
longer have to show 
a negative COVID-19 
test result or proof of 
recovery to enter the US 
as of June 12th, 2022. 
The announcement 
was  made  by  t he 
Center for Disease 
Control and Prevention 
who indicated that 
the requirement was 
no longer necessary 
due to high vaccine 

uptake and widespread 
population immunity 
in the US. 

The CDC, however, 
caut ioned that  the 
mandate which has 
been in place since 
January 2021 could 
return if the situation 
changes. These entry 
rules had required all 
travelers over the age 
of two - regardless 
of vaccination status 
or citizenship - to get 
a COVID-19 test no 

more than one day 
before travelling by 
air into the US. 

Locally the Ministry 
of Health and Wellness, 
under the auspices of 
Hon. Kevin Bernard 
says that currently there 
are plans of removing 
the current regulations 
that remain in place for 
unvaccinated travelers 
who are required to 
provide a negative 
test upon arrival into 
Belize.

(Con’td from pg. 12)

Local Hemp Farmer
 Sowing Seeds of Success
farmers.

''Competition is good, 
we are in the process of 
building a state-of-the-
art facility so we would 
even want to encourage 
other people out there 
who have permits to 
plant because once we 
build our facility we 
want to purchase hemp 
from other farmers 
so I wouldn't want to 
discourage anyone. I 
want the industry to 
grow, we are into fibers. 
I am also a contractor 
by profession so we 
want to start building 
“hempcrete” houses 
that are made out of 
the same hemp fiber. 
It's fireproof, it doesn't 
catch mold, so it a very 
big industry that we 
can tap into. This plant 
has a lot of use,” ended 
Godinez

Godinez reiterated 
that he has several 
certificates from The 
Colorado Trichome 
Institute, in several 
areas of hemp farming. 

He noted that since the 
passing of the Misuse 
of Drugs Act, in 2017 
which removed hemp 
from the controlled 
substance list he had 
applied for the requisite 
permit to engage in 
hemp farming under the 
previous administration. 

Godinez said that 
the process was a bit 
challenging since he 
had to undergo several 
v e t t i n g  a n d  e v e n 
rigorous background 
checks by both the local 
police and Interpol. 
Thats apart from all the 
other paperwork and 
clearance that he needed 
to secure in order to 
have his  company 
legally set up. Godinez 
said that even now, 
while he possesses all 
the required paperwork 
from both BAHA, as 
well as the Ministry of 
New growth Industries, 
he still has to go through 
regular checks by the 
police who would visit 
his farm and conduct the 
necessary inspection.



Page 14         Sunday, June 19th, 2022   THE REPORTER

The CARICOM’s ‘speech framing’ at the 9th Summit
The Ninth Summit of the Americas has 

done exactly what it was supposed to 
do, and that is to get leaders within the region 
talking and (hopefully) moving on key policy 
issues. Many times the “talking” part of these 
events leads individuals to question their 
relevance, as too often the actions-to-words 
ratio is devastatingly low. But the fact of the 
matter remains, as policy analysts and policy 
entrepreneurs would tell you, there is a place 
within policy realms for “speech framing.” 

Policy change is patient work. The well-
known work by John Kingdon (1984) that 
focuses on policy streams informs that solutions 
to problems may only find themselves on 
the decision agenda when the “Window of 
Opportunity” is “open” via the simultaneous 
activation and convergence of the problem, 
policy, and politics streams. Of course, it is not 
always clear when that window will be open, 
so one option among policy experts has been 
to encourage leaders to keep on framing issues 
in their speeches every chance they get. One 
day it will fit through the right “window” à la 
Kindgon (1984)’s paradigm. 

And this is exactly what the present CARICOM 
Chairman John Briceño, prime minister 
of Belize, did at the Ninth Summit of the 
Americas. Likely at the behest of the CARICOM 
leaders, the Chair speech framed the region’s 
longstanding position regarding the continued 
exclusion of key CARICOM allies Venezuela 
and Cuba. 

CARICOM’s Established Position on 
Venezuela and Cuba

One would not have to go too far back into 
history to learn where CARICOM stands as 
it pertain to the economic blockades against 
Cuba and Venezuela. Just last July, the regional 
bloc issued a statement on the civil protests in 
Cuba. While it first called for the “cessation of 
violence and vandalism,” the community did not 
waste the opportunity to repeat the following 
call: 

“The Community reiterates its calls for the 
immediate lifting of the trade, financial and 
economic sanctions as recently reiterated by the 
United Nations General Assembly.”

In December 2020, the bloc held the Seventh 
CARICOM-Cuba Summit, an event which itself 
should inform onlookers as to where CARICOM 
stands when it comes to Cuba. However, so as 
to not leave such important policy matters up to 
mere assumptions, the leaders’ final declaration 
highlighted 24 agreements, with the 21st 
agreement reading thus: 

“[We] reject the imposition of unilateral 
coercive measures and, in that context, call 

for an immediate and unconditional end of the 
economic, commercial and financial blockade 
implemented by the Government of the United 
States of America against Cuba, and the 
termination of the US persecution of Cuban 
financial transactions, the relentlessness of 
which has increased. Reiterate our firm rejection 
of the enforcement of extraterritorial laws and 
measures, such as the Helms-Burton Act, which 
grossly violate International Law and undermine 
the sovereignty and interests of third parties.”

In April 2020, following the Ninth Special 
Emergency Meeting of the Conference of Heads 
of Government of the Caribbean Community, 
the regional entity issued a press release that 
covered several issues, including the treatment 
of Cuba and Venezuela. They wrote: 

“Heads of Government called for the lifting 
of sanctions on Cuba and Venezuela on 
humanitarian grounds as all countries must 
be part of the global effort to combat the 
COVID-19 pandemic.”

Expectations and Open Policy Windows
Having shown just a few of the many 

instances in which the bloc has made its position 
known as it relates to these two countries, it 
is extremely difficult to imagine a scenario in 
which USA President Joseph Biden was not 
already EXPECTING exactly such commentary 
from, at minimum, CARICOM’s current Chair. 
After all, the Summit is designed to address 
regional issues, and from the point of view of 
CARICOM, the continued, unilateral exclusion 
of members of the Americas is a big deal. 

But, from a policy analyst vantage point, there 
is another pivotal reason that Briceño needed to 
restate what is arguably common knowledge. 
Remember I referenced John Kingdon’s so-
called “Window of Opportunity” above? 
Whether one subscribes to the multiple streams 
approach or some other agenda-setting model, it 
is difficult to not, at least, concede that with the 
USA easing some of the sanctions on Venezuela 
for the sake of addressing the ongoing oil-price 
crisis partly triggered by the ongoing Russia-
Ukraine war the proverbial “iron is hot” (as the 
saying go).   

More precisely, as Hart Energy reported on 
June 6th: “Italy’s Eni SpA and Spain’s Repsol 
SA have been given the go ahead by Washington 
to ship their share of Venezuelan oil production 
to Europe as part of broader U.S. plans to help 
European countries reduce their reliance on 
Russian energy.”

So here you have the US Government easing 
some sanctions in response to a “problem” that 
affects the region and the world. The sanctions 
against Russia removed Russian oil from the 
global market, creating shortages that have 
helped to push prices and ultimately have 
Belizeans paying close to $16 a gallon for 
premium gasoline. Venezuela, with the largest 
oil reserves in the world (more than 300 bill 
barrels), is, therefore, a natural place to look 
for back up. 

So, in short, the ongoing oil-price crisis has 
highlighted the need for “including” the likes 
of Venezuela, and COVID-19 had underscored 
the value of having the Cubans’ medical team 
at the table. There are key problems that two of 
the region’s members could do more to address, 
if only they were not “handcuffed” by the USA. 

From the politics stream angle, it is important 
that we do not forget that President Barack 
Obama was actively shifting age-ole US policy 
regarding Cuba. In an October 14th, 2016, 
release dubbed “Presidential Policy Directive—
United Sates-Cuba Normalization”, the Obama 
Administration wrote: 

“On December 17, 2014, I announced that the 

United States would chart a new course with 
Cuba, ending an outdated policy that had failed 
to advance U.S. interests and support reform 
and a better life for the Cuban people on the 
island over several decades. Under the new 
policy, the United States expands and promotes 
authorized engagements with Cuba to advance 
cooperation on areas of mutual interest, and 
increase travel to, commerce with, and the free 
flow of information to Cuba. The objective 
of the new policy is to help the Cuban people 
to achieve a better future for themselves and 
to encourage the development of a partner in 
the region capable of working with the United 
States to confront regional challenges, such as 
climate change, disease, and illicit trafficking.”

Obama is no longer in office, but let’s not 
forget who Obama’s vice-president was. 
Exactly! There is a strong likelihood that Biden 
may carry a similar policy stance to that of 
his former boss, and the added pressures from 
regional leaders for US policy to move in that 
direction cannot hurt. 

Moving into the policy steam territory, there 
has been an ongoing debate among economists 
and policy analysts on the effectiveness of 
economic sanctions. Maarten Smeets, of the 
World Trade Institute, in his 2018 working 
paper “Can Economic Sanctions Be Effective?” 
ultimately concluded this way: 

“While the use of economic sanctions can 
politically be an attractive policy tool, their 
effectiveness is arguable. … Given the ways in 
which trade has evolved over time, including 
the globalization of production and the growing 
interdependency of trade relations between 
nations, the effectiveness of economic sanctions 
is reduced even further. …In concluding, there is 
general agreement that economic sanctions are 
always preferable to warfare, but the measures 
come at a cost, and which are not one-sided: 
those taking the sanctions may end up shooting 
themselves in the foot.”

There is a growing appreciation of the 
ineffectiveness of economic sanctions. In 
Cuba’s case, these sanctions have been in place 
for six decades, being decreed back in February 
1962. Cuba, with yes some slight changes, 
is still largely a communist country. This has 
led many to make the obvious statement: The 
sanctions have not worked. Instead, it has 
created socio-economic causalities as the Cuban 
people and more recently the Venezuela citizens 
face hardships they would have otherwise not 
faced without those imposed restrictions. 

Policy Entrepreneurial Work 
Policy entrepreneurs are individuals or 

organizations that capitalize on the open 
policy windows to try and get their solutions 
on the agenda. Under the aforementioned 
conditions and more, it would have been remiss 
of CARICOM to not have taken their seat at 
the table, and it would have been a missed 
opportunity to not repeat their longstanding 
position on complete, regional inclusion. 

A part of the advocacy arsenal is exactly what 
the CARICOM Chairman did last week: He 
used the opportunity—as was likely agreed to 
by the CARICOM leaders—to frame the issue 
in such a way to encourage desired actions. 
Furthermore, the fact that the New York Times 
labeled the speech as “remarkable” is nothing 
to sneeze at either. 

Disclaimer: the opinions expressed by our 
columnists are theirs alone, and are not 
necessarily reflective of the newspaper’s 
stance on the issues touched. We believe it 
is critical that our columnists be allowed 
freedom to generate discussion through their 
expressions on any number of topics.
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Fun Facts! -

In the early 20th cen-
tury, the Post Office 
expanded allowing you 
to send large parcels 
through the mail. Any-
thing under 11 pounds 
could be sent via Parcel 
Post. This was very 
convenient when mail-
ing larger documents or 
small birthday presents, 
but some parents took 
it a little too far and de-
cided to mail their kids. 

The f i rs t  to  be 
shipped was 8-month-
old James Beagle. His 
parents, clearly too lazy 
to walk the few miles 

to his grandparent’s 
house, shipped him for 
only 15 cents. But not 
to worry, they also in-
sured him for $50. The 
“package” was just shy 
of 11 pounds and met 
the requirements for 
shipping

This story made the 
front pages of many 
newspapers and simi-
lar stories started to 
occur because of it. 
Another famous case 
(this one a little farther 
than a few miles) was 
4-year-old Charlotte 
May Pierstorff. She 

The next time you cringe at the sight of a wasp zipping past you at a pool party, instead of getting out the fly 
swatter, try thinking about these very cool wasp facts instead:

Wasps can be found everywhere except for Antarctica.

Wasps can recognize another wasp by identifying the individual from their 
unique facial patterns.

There are 30,000 identified species of wasps.

Wasps can create their own paper to build their nests with by chewing and 
spitting out pieces of bark.

Social wasps use their stingers as a defence, whereas solitary wasps use their 
stingers and venom for hunting.

Only female wasps have stingers, and the stingers are actually a modified egg-laying organ.

Wasps come in any colour imaginable including red, orange, green, blue, and, of course, yellow and black.

Wasps have proven to be capable of using logic. They can use two separate pieces of information to draw a 
conclusion. This is believed to be the first suggestion that invertebrates are able to use logical deduction.

C
O
L
O
R

M
E

Shipping Babies Through the U.S. Postal Service Was Legal?

Egyptian Mummies were Black!

was mailed by train, 
73 miles, to her grand-
parent’s house. Post-
age was cheaper than 
a train ticket and her 
parents felt safe send-
ing her because a fam-
ily member worked as 
a clerk for the railway 
mail service. That’s 
probably the only rea-
son they got away with 
it. 

This might seem a 
little crazy. But it’s defi-
nitely not the weirdest 
thing a postal carrier 
has seen. 

And, also like a lot of 

couples had issues with 
their parents because 
they would rather send 
their child by mail then 
make the journey over 
to their house. 

But it really speaks 
to how much people 
trusted their mail car-
riers back in the day. 
Today, you’re lucky if 
your package gets from 
point A to point B with-
out getting crumpled or 
left out in the rain, but 
back then you could 
trust the postal service 
to deliver your baby 
without a scratch.

Powerful Heart!

<<<>>>
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The smartest and 
most powerful 

Ministers in the Briceño 
Cabinet are Senators 
Chris Coye and Eamon 
Courtenay.  At least that 
is the consensus view in 
the new People’s United 
Party. Both are disciples 
of Lord Michael Ashcroft, 
the larger than life British 
billionaire with substantial 
investments nationally and 
internationally.  

Ashcroft is exceedingly 
tax averse. His Belizean 
enterprises are the 
quintessential corporations 
that are devoid of both 
soul and conscience. 
They encompass banking, 
media, tourism, hospitality, 
telecommunications and 
port facilities.  Ashcroft is 
believed to have banked 
rolled the ruling People’s 
United Party in our last 
General Elections.  He has 
consistently manifested a 
marked preference for that 
party over the Opposition 
United Democratic Party. 

Senators Chris and 
Eamon learned well at the 
feet of Lord Ashcroft.  They 
are both lawyers.  They are 
both quite wealthy.  They 
own the largest and most 
successful Law Firm in 
the country.  Their Law 
Firm is treated like royalty 
by our entire Belizean 
Judiciary, from our Apex 
Court, the Caribbean 
Court of Justice, to the 
humble Magistrate Court.  

And Senators Chris and 
Eamon themselves wield 
a spell over the judgments 
and values of members 
of the People’s United 
Party and the Belize 
Bar Association that is 
uncannily akin to that 
which President Donald 
Trump wields over Maga 
Republicans in the United 
States.  The belief among 
their party supporters is 
that they are both geniuses.  
They are not, however, 
seen as populace leaders, 
neither are they deemed 
to be philanthropic.

Prime Minister Briceño 
defers to these two 
Ministers completely. 
And, given the dire 
“shortage of talent” in our 
country and the plethora 
of crises and challenges 
swirling around us, they 
are seen as a welcome, 
indeed vital, addition 
to the Briceño Cabinet 
by most Belizeans. But 
our nation’s problems 
are humongous! And, 

even with the assistance 
of Chris and Eamon all 
indications are that the 
downward economic 
and social trends, which 
the Covid-19 Pandemic 
precipitated is continuing 
to worsen inexorably 
instead of improving.

Chris Coye is billed as 
a financial guru by “blu” 
spin doctors and elites of 
the People’s United Party. 
But his much vaunted 
financial genius is yet 
to manifest itself. While 
his replacement of the 
“Superbond” with the 
“Blu Bond” was hailed 
by blu spin doctors as 
an “Economic Miracle” 
that pronouncement now 
seems to have been both 
premature and unmerited.  
Indeed, in his most recent 
interview on the state of 
our economy, Minister 
Coye candidly indicated 
that the IMF is not happy 
with the trajectory of our 
country’s debt profile. 

The debt continues to 
spiral upwards, evoking 
memories of the clarion 
prediction of Cuba’s 
President Fidel Castro, 
made some years ago, 
that the “Third World 
Debt” was unpayable.  
Predictably the much 
vaunted “blu bond” was 
no panacea, and may yet 
prove to be unmanageable 
or unpayable in its present 
iteration. However, 
what does appear to be 
miraculous, is the volume 
of foreign reserves still 
in our banking system.  
Those reserves are 
oddly high given the 
steep decline in foreign 
exchange earnings and 
remittances consequent 
upon the onset of the 
Covid-19 Pandemic and 
the catastrophic downturn 
in tourism.  Also, too, our 
banking system remains 
amazingly liquid.

The ten percent across 
the board cut in the salaries 
of public officers was 
clearly devoid of genius. 
But the reinstatement 
of the ten percent cut in 
salaries next month would 
not only be genius but also 
miraculous, if Senator 
Chris can actually pull it 
off.

No one can discern any 
genius in the rapid and 
relentless escalation in 
petroleum prices. Neither 
can anyone discern any 
genius in the decision 
to impose taxes on 
seemingly every single 
small entrepreneur, from 
the struggling itinerant 

Minister, the hope was 
that he would have seen 
to it that the Acting Chief 
Justice was confirmed 
in the substantive post 
forthwith. The fact that 
our country has been 
without a substantive 
Chief Justice for more 
than two years now is 
simply indefensible.  The 
Judiciary is a co-equal 
arm of our government, 
and the last resort for 
the citizen who is being 
oppressed, persecuted and 
otherwise unjustly and 
unlawfully treated. But 
it is losing credibility at 
an alarming rate.  It is 
despairingly slow in the 
resolution of cases and 
the delivery of justice and 
the quality of judgments 
leave much to be desired.  
They are not infrequently 
devoid of legal scholarship 
and erudition. Many are 
patently inconsistent with 
established precedents.  
Also too, the cost of 
litigation is prohibitive, so 
much so that Belizeans are 
increasingly taking the law 
into their own hands when 
they become embroiled in 
disputes.  

Government does not 
appear to be acting in 
good faith towards the 
Acting Chief Justice. 
Its attitude ineluctably 
leads to the speculation 
that, like the Republican 
Senators in the United 
States, our government 
wants to appoint a loyalist 
Chief Justice, one whom it 
believes will be allied to its 
ideology and sympathetic 
to its wishes. Or is this 
the old evil of rank racial 
discrimination? We note 
that no Garifuana man 
nor woman has ever held 
the post of Chief Justice 
in our country, nor for that 
matter, Governor General.  

It has to be inexcusable 
that forty one years after we 
attained our Independence 
not a single member of 
our Court of Appeal 
today is a born Belizean, 
and, most of the current 
Judges on our Supreme 
Court are also not born 
Belizeans.  We know, that 
notwithstanding the view 
of Prime Minister Johnny 
that Belizeans lack talent, 
that is certainly not the 
case with respect to the 
Belizean lawyers whose 
services are so high priced 
that seemingly overnight 
they attain to millionaire 
status purely from 
Government retainers.

 It was the hope that 
Senator Eamon would 
have caused that trend 

to be reversed, that he 
would have ensured 
the strengthening of 
the litigation team in 
the Attorney General’s 
Ministry so as to obviate 
the need to hire private 
lawyers to represent 
government in litigation.  
Sadly that hope now seems 
misguided, misplaced and 
utterly vain. The more 
things change the more 
they remain the same.

In the face of persistent 
pleas from successive 
Chief Justices, going as far 
back as the days of Chief 
Justice Abdulai Conteh, 
for an adequate share of 
the National budget to 
defray the cost of running 
the Judiciary, the Briceño 
Administration has in 
fact been defunding the 
Judiciary by reducing the 
paltry annual budgetary 
a l loca t ion .  Whi l e 
successive executives 
quietly pay millions of 
taxpayers’ dollars annually 
to private attorneys and 
hundreds of millions 
in damages because of 
unsuccessful lawsuits 
our Executive have been 
allocating less than two 
million dollars annually to 
defray the cost of running 
our entire Judiciary.

Given this truly sad 
state of affairs, how can 
Senator Eamon, in good 
conscience, be presiding 
over the indecently hasty 
expenditure of hundreds of 
thousands of scarce dollars 
to regularize the status of 
illegal migrants. Would 
not those monies be better 
used to ensure that our 
judiciary is adequately 
financed and staffed 
with highly qualified, 
experienced, competent, 
committed, and patriotic 
Belizeans, what is more 
a national priority, the 
efficient functioning 
of our judiciary or the 
regularization of the 
status of illegal migrants?  
On which of these two 
endeavours would the 
Belizean tax payer prefer 
to see his hard earned taxes 
being spent at this time? 

Where oh where, is the 
genius of Senator Eamon?

Disc la imer:  the 
opinions expressed 
by our columnists are 
theirs alone, and are not 
necessarily reflective of 
the newspaper’s stance 
on the issues touched. 
We believe it is critical 
that our columnists 
be allowed freedom 
to generate discussion 
through their expressions 
on any number of topics.

Where is the genius?
No Excuses

It was the hope that Senator Eamon would 
have caused that trend to be reversed, that he 
would have ensured the strengthening of the liti-
gation team in the Attorney General’s Ministry 
so as to obviate the need to hire private lawyers 
to represent government in litigation.  

tacos and tamales vendors, 
to the musician who gets 
a small gig now and then, 
to the chance winner 
of boledo and lottery.  
These are unprecedented, 
unwarranted and utterly 
irrational and exploitive 
taxation of the poor and the 
powerless by government.

Retired tax experts 
d e s c r i b e  S e n a t o r 
Chris’s taxation binge 
as wholly regressive, 
counterproductive and 
misguided. They predict 
that it will only make a 
bad situation worse. They 
point to the fact instead 
of taxing their citizens, 
governments in the 
developed countries are 
exploring every avenue 
to relieve the financial 

pressures on them, 
including the issuance 
of stimulus checks and 
other cash transfers.  
Additionally, in the case 
of the United States, it has 
embarked upon a massive 
infrastructure programme 
to provide employment 
and to stimulate economic 
growth nationwide.  
Minister Chris seems 
oblivious of those 
measures seemingly he 
never heard the Creole 
proverb: “empty crocus 
sack can’t stan up!’

Inflation is spiraling 
out of control locally 
and internationally.  The 
prices of basic necessities 
are rising to levels never 
before seen in our country.  
Oranges are now been 
sold four for one dollar, the 
humble lime one for one 
dollar and fifty cents, fish 
eight dollars per pound, 
lobster thirty five dollars 
per pound, flour a dollar per 
pound, rice two dollars per 
pound, corned beef eight 
dollars per can, condensed 
milk four dollars per 
can, and, all fuels now 
cost in excess of twelve 
dollars per gallon. Also, 
all prices of agricultural 
inputs including fertilizers 
have shut up steeply and 
are expected to go even 
higher because of the 
war between Russia and 
Ukraine and the sanctions 
imposed upon Russia by 
NATO and the USA.

P o v e r t y  i s 
unquestionably deepening 
in our country! Things 

are definitely getting 
worse.  The disclosure 
by Minister Coye that we 
are currently importing 
two billion dollars’ worth 
of goods while only 
exporting one and one 
half billion dollars’ worth 
is most unsettling even 
as it clearly points to the 
root cause of our problem.  
We are a consumer and 
not a producer nation. 
We have never been able 
to pay for the goods and 
services and the lavish 
life style we have become 
accustomed to. The 
egregious miseducation 
of the majority of our 
population, and generally 
the persistently poor 
standard and quality of 
our education, perennially 

constrain our productive 
capacities. We cannot 
produce high end, high 
price commodities for 
the export markets.  And 
our country is literally too 
small to produce sufficient 
citrus, bananas and sugar 
and marine products to pay 
for the high end vehicles, 
the palatial residences, the 
drugs, luxurious goods, 
the branded and aged 
liquors we insist upon 
consuming in such large 
quantities, even in the 
face of marked reductions 
in the production of the 
commodities we export.

The fact that we have 
historically marginalized 
so many of our youth 
and allowed them to 
become either drug fiends 
or members of criminal 
gangs have not helped 
the situation.  Neither 
has the fact that even 
now our leadership class 
appears not to have the 
slightest appreciation of 
the fragility of our socio 
economic status and the 
depth of the darkness and 
ignorance in which we are 
engulfed. Would that they 
would spend some time 
watching the documentary 
currently being shown on 
Al Jazeera entitled, “Drug 
Trafficking Politics and 
Power.”

Given Senator Eamon’s 
legal reputation and his 
professed respect for, 
and devotion to the 
Judiciary and the Rule 
of Law, and his outsized 
influence over the Prime 

CONTRIBUTED:
Sedi
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On Friday June 
10th graduation 

was held for over 50 
students from Gwen 
Lizarraga High Evening 
Division (GLHSED) at 
St. Catherine’s Mercy 
Center in Belize City. 

   Guest Speaker 
for the occasion was 
Dr. Sheldon Samuels 
National Coordinator, 
Adult and Continuing 
Education with the 
Ministry of Education 

and Culture. Special Guest for the event was Hon. Gilroy 
Usher Minister of Youth, Sports, and Education.

    In has address Dr. Samuels stated that ambition, 
education ,and dedication are three of the most important 
things needed to achieve one’s dreams in life. 

   Dr. Samuels then explained how those three things 
enabled two youths—one a female person and the other 
a male person—to become good role models in the 
society today.  

      To achieve her dreams in life of having a happy 
family and being a successful entrepreneur, the female 
person referred to as Sandra went through unbelievable 
hardships. Sandra had difficulty finding suitable 
employment as she only had a primary school education; 
as a single mother she was the victim of domestic abuse, 
and she had to leave her children with their grandparents 
to further her education.

      Sandra’s life took a turn for better after she enrolled 

with GLHED.  With that education she acquired the 
skills to make better decisions and is now an entrepreneur 
with a happy family. 

      Dr. Samuels informed the audience that the male 
person he referred to in his remarks used his time in 
prison in the United States to further his education 
beyond the high school level. He further stated that 
although the youth was deported to Belize after serving 
his time, the individual did not allow that negative 
experience to keep him down. 

Committed to being of maximum assistance to at risk 
youths in the country, the individual gained employment 
with the Department of Youths Services over fifteen 
years ago. That individual is Mr. Kevin Cadle, and he is 
now the Director of the Department of Youth Services 

that is under the Ministry of Youth, Sports, and Transport. 
      In concluding his address Dr. Samuels noted that 

GLHSED has equipped the graduates with the keys to 
open many doors and urged them to take advantage of 
those opportunities to achieve their dreams and make 
Belize proud. 

         Yours truly Hon. Gilroy Usher used his 
opportunity to address the graduates to further emphasize 
the importance of ambition, education, and dedication to 
achieve one’s dreams. For the benefit of the graduates 
and the entire audience Hon. Usher explained how those 

three things enabled him to transition from a person, 
whose articles were often rejected for print by the local 
newspapers to being a regular writer for those same 
newspapers and later the editor for Labour Beacon and 
Pulse Newspapers. 

With ambition, education, and dedication Hon. 
Usher stated that he then proceeded to publish his own 
newspaper, Liberty, for a number of years. Today Hon. 
Usher is the writer for Grassroots column in the Reporter 
Newspaper, and is also a frequent writer for the Belize 
Times. 

     As the Guest Speaker had done Hon. Usher urged 
the graduates to make use of the knowledge, experience, 
and skills they have acquired from GLHSED to pursue 
their dreams in life to the fullest. 

      At the conclusion of his remarks Hon. Usher also 
had the honor of informing Mr.  Evanier Cruz that for 
being the Valedictorian for GLHSED Class of 2022, 
the Government of Belize has awarded him a full 
scholarship  to  the University  of Belize to pursue an 
Associates Degree in any subject that is  offered by the 
institution  

      The Salutatorian for the historic occasion was Miss 
Wilmer Acevedo. The Vote of Thanks was given by Miss 
Dezeriee Magandi. 

    GLHSED is a very important institution. It gives 
many youths and adults, many of whom are working 
parents, the opportunity to further their education beyond 
the primary school level. 

     Dr. Samuels’s supports making GLHED a four-year 
institution. That would definitely make its graduates 
more competitive in the work place with graduates from 
high schools that are four years institutions. 

 In has address Dr. Samuels stated that 
ambition, education ,and dedication are three 
of the most important things needed to achieve 
one’s dreams in life. 

By Hon. Gilroy Usher

GRADUATES FROM GWEN LIZARRAGA HIGH SCHOOL
 EVENING DIVISION RECEIVE KEYS TO PURSUE THEIR DREAMS
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Seeking Safety is a Human Right 
Contributed by the Human Rights Commission 

The world will 
be observing 

Wo r l d  R e f u g e e 
Day on June 20th 
2022. It was first 
e s t a b l i s h e d  o n 
20 June 2001, in 
recognition of the 
50th anniversary of 
the 1951 Convention 
R e l a t i n g  t o  t h e 
Status of Refugees. 

Before elaborating 
a bit more about this, 
there is something 
t o  n o t e  f i r s t . 
Refugees are not to 
be confused with 
or  be considered 
m i g r a n t s .  B o t h 
terms do describe 
people who are on 
t h e  m o v e .  B o t h 
t e r m s  d e s c r i b e 
people who have 
left their country 
of origin and have 
c r o s s e d  b o r d e r s 
into another. The 
difference between 
b o t h  i s  c h o i c e . 
Migrants choose to 
leave their country 
for several reasons. 
Refugees  on  the 
o t h e r  h a n d  a r e 
forced to leave their 
country to escape 
p e r s e c u t i o n  a n d 
even death. 

A m n e s t y 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
defines a refugee 
as “a person who 
has fled their own 
coun t ry  because 
t h e y  a r e  a t  r i s k 

of serious human 
r ights  v io la t ions 
a n d  p e r s e c u t i o n 
the re .  The  r i sks 
to their safety and 
life were so great 
that they felt they 
had no choice but 
to leave and seek 
s a f e t y  o u t s i d e 
t h e i r  c o u n t r y 
because their own 
government cannot 
or will not protect 
them f rom those 
dangers. Refugees 
h a v e  a  r i g h t  t o 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
protection.” 

A c c o r d i n g 
t o  A m n e s t y 
International, there 
is no internationally 
a c c e p t e d  l e g a l 
d e f i n i t i o n  f o r  a 
migran t .  I t  goes 
o n  t o  e x p l a i n 
that migrants are 
“ p e o p l e  s t a y i n g 
o u t s i d e  t h e i r 
country of origin, 
who are not asylum-
seekers or refugees. 
S o m e  m i g r a n t s 
leave their country 
because they want 
to work, study or 
join a family, for 
example .  Others 
feel they must leave 
because of poverty, 
po l i t i ca l  un re s t , 
g a n g  v i o l e n c e , 
na tura l  d isas ters 
o r  o the r  se r ious 
circumstances that 
exist there. Lots of 

people don’t fit the 
legal definition of 
a refugee but could 
nevertheless be in 
danger if they went 
home. It is important 
t o  u n d e r s t a n d 
that  just  because 
migrants do not flee 
persecution, they 
are still entitled to 
have all their human 
r i gh t s  p ro t ec t ed 
a n d  r e s p e c t e d , 
regardless of the 
s ta tus  they  have 
i n  t h e  c o u n t r y 
t h e y  m o v e d  t o . 
Governments must 
protect all migrants 
f r o m  r a c i s t  a n d 
x e n o p h o b i c 
v i o l e n c e , 
e x p l o i t a t i o n 
and forced labour. 
Migran t s  shou ld 
never be detained 
or forced to return 
to their countries 
without a legitimate 
reason.” 

And for further 
clarity, let’s also 
talk a little about 
asylum seekers. An 
asylum seeker  is 
someone who has 
left their country 
“seeking protection 
from persecution 
and serious human 
rights violations in 
another country, but 
who hasn’t yet been 
legally recognized 
as a refugee and is 
waiting to receive 
a decision on their 
a s y l u m  c l a i m . 

Seeking asylum is 
a human right. This 
m e a n s  e v e r y o n e 
should be allowed 
to  en t e r  ano the r 
c o u n t r y  t o  s e e k 
asylum,” according 
t o  A m n e s t y 
International. 

T h e  t e r m s 
r e f u g e e s  a n d 
migrants are used 
i n t e r c h a n g e a b l e 
more often than not 
in the media and 
the  publ ic .  They 
are  not  the  same 
and it is important 
t o  k n o w  t h e 
difference because 
c o n f u s i n g  t h e m 
can lead to serious 
implications in how 
both  popula t ions 
a r e  p r o t e c t e d 
b y  i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
law and even by 
the authorities in 
countries they have 
fled or moved to. 

In Belize, there is 
an estimated 2,500 
refugees and asylum 
seekers according to 
recent data from the 
United Nations High 
Commissioner for 
Refugees, UNHCR. 
The UNHCR, the 
Refugee Agency, is a 
global organization 
tha t  pro tec ts  the 
rights of refugees 
a n d  a s y l u m 
seeke r s  work ing 
in  132  count r ies 
w o r l d w i d e . 
Through the Multi-
C o u n t r y  O f f i c e 
based in Panama, 
U N H C R  h a s  a n 
o f f i c e  i n  B e l i z e 
and has partnered 
with a number of 
organizations. 

UNHCR states in 
“Pocke tbook  fo r 
journalists”, a book 
it released in late 
2021, that in recent 
years, it has seen 
increasing numbers 
of people needing 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
p r o t e c t i o n .  I t s 
latest observations 
are that 2021 saw 
“ h i g h  l e v e l s  o f 
uncer ta in ty  over 
the post COVID-19 
r e c o v e r y ,  a m i d 
shrinking solidarity, 
and a  decreasing 
p r o t e c t i o n  a n d 
asylum space. In this 
complex context , 
and despite border 
closures, people in 

the region continue 
t o  d e s p e r a t e l y 
f l e e  v i o l e n c e , 
p e r s e c u t i o n , 
insecurity, and the 
lack of access to 
basic  services  in 
t h e i r  c o u n t r i e s , 
e m b a r k i n g 
o n  d a n g e r o u s 
journeys alongside 
migrants.” 

Wo r l d  R e f u g e e 
D a y  s e r v e s  t o 
c e l e b r a t e  t h e 
strength and courage 
o f  p e o p l e  w h o 
have been forced 
to flee their homes 
escaping conflict, 
p e r s e c u t i o n ,  o r 
d e a t h  t h r e a t s . 
UNHCR states that 
it is “an occasion 
to build empathy 
and understanding 
f o r  t h e i r  p l i g h t 
and to  recognize 
their resilience in 
r e b u i l d i n g  t h e i r 
lives.”

S e e k i n g  s a f e t y 
is a human right. 
A s y l u m  s e e k e r s 
have a right to seek 
p r o t e c t i o n  a f t e r 
f l ee ing  conf l i c t , 
p e r s e c u t i o n  o r 
h u m a n  r i g h t s 
a b u s e s .  U N H C R 
f u r t h e r  e x p l a i n s 
that seeking safety 
means safe access. 
That  is ,  “borders 
should remain open 
to all people forced 
to flee. Restricting 
access and closing 
borders can make 
the journey even 
m o r e  d a n g e r o u s 
for people seeking 
safety.” 

No pushbacks – 
“People  can’t  be 
forced to return to 
a country if their 
l i f e  o r  f r e e d o m 
would be at risk. 
Th i s  means  t ha t 
countries shouldn’t 
p u s h  a n y o n e 
back without first 
e v a l u a t i n g  t h e 
dangers they would 
face back home.”

No discrimination 
– “People should 
not be discriminated 
against at borders. 
A l l  a p p l i c a t i o n s 
for refugee status 
must be given fair 
c o n s i d e r a t i o n , 
regardless of factors 
like race, religion, 
gender and country 

of origin.”
Humane treatment 

– “People forced 
to flee should be 
treated with respect 
and dignity. They 
a r e  e n t i t l e d  t o 
safe and dignified 
t r e a t m e n t  l i k e 
any human being. 
Among other things, 
this means keeping 
families together, 
protecting people 
from traffickers, and 
avoiding arbitrary 
detention.” 

T h i s  y e a r ,  t h e 
message for World 
Refugee  Day  i s : 
Whoever. Wherever. 
Whenever.

Everyone has the 
right to seek safety. 
“ W h o e v e r  t h e y 
are, people forced 
t o  f l e e  s h o u l d 
b e  t r e a t e d  w i t h 
d i g n i t y.  A n y o n e 
can seek protection, 
regardless of who 
they are and what 
they believe. It is 
n o n - n e g o t i a b l e : 
seeking safety is 
a  h u m a n  r i g h t . 
W h e r e v e r  t h e y 
come from, people 
forced to flee should 
b e  w e l c o m e d . 
R e f u g e e s  c o m e 
from all  over the 
globe. To get out 
of harm’s way, they 
might take a plane, 
a boat, or travel on 
foot. What remains 
u n i v e r s a l  i s  t h e 
right to seek safety. 
Whenever people 
are forced to flee, 
they have a right 
t o  b e  p r o t e c t e d . 
Whatever the threat 
–  war,  v io lence , 
p e r s e c u t i o n  – 
everyone deserves 
p r o t e c t i o n . 
Everyone has a right 
to be safe.”

D i s c l a i m e r : 
t h e  o p i n i o n s 
expressed by our 
c o l u m n i s t s  a r e 
theirs alone, and 
are not necessarily 
ref lect ive of  the 
n e w s p a p e r ’ s 
s t a n c e  o n  t h e 
issues touched. We 
believe it is critical 
that our columnists 
be allowed freedom 
t o  g e n e r a t e 
discussion through 
their expressions 
on any number of 
topics.

NOTICE OF DISSOLUTION
“Notice is hereby given to all interested parties that the below 

company has been dissolved and struck off the International Business 
Companies Register.

Company Name     Date of Dissolution
Sormax Group Ltd.         04th May 2022 
      

Frontier International Business Services Limited
Registered Agent 

NOTICE OF COMMENCED DISSOLUTION
Notice is hereby given to all interested parties that the company

ZEVROS CORP.
(“the Company”) incorporated under the IBC Act of Belize commenced 

dissolution on the 17th day of May 2022; and Grice Arthur Joseph of No. 2 
ACC, 27 Charl Street IFAFI, Hartbeespoort 0216, is the Liquidator of the 
Company, and any claims against the Company should be forwarded to the 
Liquidator by 30 days from commencement.

Alpha Consulting (Belize) Ltd.
Registered Agent 
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a          REQUEST FOR EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST

              Individual Consultant for Consulting Services to conduct 
           Mid – Term Evaluation

Institution:  The Ministry of Finance (MOF) 
Country:  Belize 
Project:  Strengthening of Tax Administration (STA) 
Abstract:  Consulting Services for Individual Consultant to conduct 
  Mid – Term Evaluation 
Loan No.:  4839/OC-BL
Deadline:  July 1st, 2022 (4 p.m. Belize Local Time)
The Government of Belize (GOB) has received financing from the Inter-American Development 

Bank (IDB) for the execution of a five-year tax modernization project entitled “Strengthening of Tax 
Administration” (BL-L1031). The main beneficiaries of the Project are: (a) the Government, which will 
have more revenues to implement its public policies; (b) taxpayers, who will have more support and a digital 
environment to fulfil their tax obligations; and (c) the population, from the government policies implemented.

The consulting services (“the services”) includes the contracting of an Individual Consultant for twenty-five 
(25) non-consecutive days within a period of three (3) calendar months, to conduct an independent mid-term 
evaluation of the Strengthening of Tax Administration Project. The main activities of the consultancy includes:

1.  As a first task, the Consultant will review all relevant technical and operational documentation
  related to the Project, including, but not limited to: i) Loan contract; ii) Project Operations Manual;
  iii) Project Monitoring and Evaluation Plan/ Arrangement; iv) the Semester Reports and Annual 
 Operating Plans prepared by the PEU; v) and the Bank's Project Monitoring Report and Loan 
 Results Report. The consultant must document all the data sources in his/her report.
2. The Consultant will meet and collect data from all key stakeholders who are directly involved 
 in the implementation of the project in order to review project activities, results and challenges 
 from their perspective.
3. If necessary, the consultant will ask the Ministry of Finance for its approval to carry out field visits 
 to review the progress of the projects of the operation and to check out the project outputs. The 
 consultant can also conduct interviews with staff from the Ministry of Finance and the IDB associated 
 with the project and, if necessary, with representatives of the private sector. All interviews must 
 be managed through the Project Executing Unit and the Ministry of Finance.
For each of these interviews, the consultant must first develop and present their ideas for the content and 

format of the survey/interview forms that will be applied to capture the required information, as well as the 
method that will be used to administer and tabulate them. The Ministry of Finance must previously approve 
the interview.

4. The consultant should review project activities, results and challenges from the perspective of the 
 project team members and operational staff of the project. The Consultant will complete a thorough
  analysis of the technical aspects of each Component and each Activity planned and as completed 
 with significant attention being paid to:
 (i) The appropriateness and viability of the original design and scope of the project; 
 ii)  The specific activities, outputs, results and impacts achieved since the beginning of the
   original loan program in November 1 of 2019 particularly as related to the operational
   targets and indicators included in the and Results Matrix of Loan Contract No. 4
  839/OC-BL. 
 (iii)  The cost-effectiveness of the various technical activities completed [i.e., were the results 
  received from the various contractors/consultants and procurements commensurate with
   the cost paid for the services and products delivered]
 (iv)  For each Component and each Activity identify and describe major issues/challenges 
  to achieving the operational targets and indicators and recommend possible measures
   to avoid these issues/challenges impediments for the future in this operation. 
 (v) Analyze the operational aspects of the project execution including the effectiveness of 
  the PEU. Present issues and lessons learned to instruct and guide the development and
   execution of future operations. 
5.  The consultant will analyze the institutional aspects of project execution including the overall 
 awareness of the Project at the senior technical level of the key Government agencies, highlighting
 positive aspects and significant challenges and issues faced. In this regard the Consultant will pay 
 particular attention to recommending measures to improve inter-agency coordination and project
  execution management.
6. The consultant shall recommend measures to improve on the identified issues and project execution 
 management.
7.  The consultant will incorporate all comments and recommendations of the Ministry of Finance and 
 the Bank in the final report. The comments with their responses must be documented in a separate
  document.
8. The consultant will conduct a comprehensive analysis utilizing the evaluation criteria of relevance,
  effectiveness, efficiency, impact and sustainability. The analysis should be based on the original 
 design, objectives, targets and indicators while taking into consideration the various opportunities,
  issues and challenges experienced over the elapsed period of implementation and confronting the
  project for the future. The resulting report should include recommendations for improvements to 
 the work plan and corrective actions for improved operational efficiencies, and effectiveness for
  the remaining duration of the project.
The individual consultant should have a minimum of a bachelor’s degree in Business Management, 

Economics, Governance or project evaluation-related field or equivalent. As well as a minimum of three (3) 
years working experience. The consultant should prove its expertise in conducting at least a minimum of five 
(5) project evaluations in any of the following evaluations: mid-term evaluation, final evaluation, impact 
evaluation, Economic ex-post evaluation, ex-ante, etc. Experience in conducting project evaluations in Tax 
Administration program would be an asset. In addition, the consultant should be fluent in written and spoken 
English, highly motivated and committed, possess presentation and facilitation skills and be able to effectively 
communicate with local stakeholders in Belize.

The Ministry of Finance invites eligible individual consultants to indicate their interest in providing the 
consulting services to conduct the project Mid -Term Evaluation. Interested eligible individual Consultants 
should request the complete Terms of Reference (TOR) via email to Gisel.Correa@mof.gov.bz. Interested 
Individual Consultants must submit an Expression of Interest accompanied by a comprehensive resume, 
providing information demonstrating that they have the required qualifications and relevant experience to 
perform the services.

Expression of Interest should contain:
(i) Document explaining interest, experience, and competence of the Individual consultant  
(ii) Comprehensive resume with the Individual Consultant’s experience in the assignment of similar 
 consultancy services during the past five years. Description of similar assignments specifying start 
 and end dates of assignments. Please provide dates, name of employing organization, titles of
  positions held, types of activities performed and location of the assignment, and contact 
 information of previous clients and employing organization(s).
(iii) A least Two references 
(iv) Copy of degrees / Certificates 
(v) Proof of nationality: copy of documentation of nationality. 
(vi) Copy of Certificate of Good Standing from the Belize Tax Service Department
The total estimated contract price for this consultancy inclusive of taxes is US $ 20,625.00.
Consultants will be selected in accordance with the selection of Individual Consultant based on Comparison 

of Qualifications method set out in the Inter-American Development Bank: Policies for the Selection and 
Contracting of Consultants financed by the Inter-American Development Bank GN-2350-15 section 
5 – individual consultants and is open to all eligible candidates as defined in the IDB policies.

Further information can be obtained at the address below during office hours Monday to Friday 8:00 
a.m. to 3:30 p.m.

Qualified individual Consultants should submit their expression of interest via e-mail to 
Michelle.Longsworth@bts.gov.bz marked STAP- Individual Consultant to Conduct Mid–Term 

Evaluation in the subject header, and submit on or before 4:00 p.m. (Belize local time) on Friday, July 
1st, 2022 to the following address:

Director General 
Belize Tax Service 
Strengthening of Tax Administration Project 
Eleanor Hall Building, Chetumal Street, Belize City
For clarifications kindly contact:
Project Coordinator 
Project Executing Unit 
Strengthening of Tax Administration Project 
Eleanor Hall Building, Chetumal Street, Belize City 
E-mail: Gisel.Correa@mof.gov.bz
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CLASSIFIED ADS
JOB VACANCY: A vacancy exists for a Store Clerk. Responsibilities: Attend to customers, 

Ensure store is properly stocked, Ensure store is clean and orderly & Assist customers that are 
having difficulties in a professional manner. Attributes: Must be hard working, Trustworthy, 
Reliable & Work Flexible Hours, Requirements: High School Diploma & Police Record. 
Please contact Dress in Style at #21 Orange Street, Belize City Tel: 626-6200/ 227-4906, 
Email: nandwani98@hotmail.com.

MISPLACEMENT OF VESSEL REGISTRATION CERTIFICATE: 
Blue Ventures (Expeditions) Limited would like to inform the general public 
that Belize Port Authority Vessel Registration Certificate for Vessel Named: 
Azul, with registration number BZ-2261 has been misplaced. Description of 
Hull: Fiberglass Skiff, Colour scheme: White Hull w/ Blue Deck, Length: 25 ft, 
Beam: 6.4 ft Engine: Yamaha 75HP. Owner’s Name: Blue Ventures (Expedi-
tions) Limited Owner’s Address: Sarteneja Village, Corozal District, Belize. 
 If you have any information, please contact us at (501) 673-4841.

LIQUOR LICENSE NOTICE: Notice is hereby given that Shanda & Louis 
Thompson of #7732 A Madam Liz, Belize District is hereby applying for a 
Shop Liquor License for Flavor Fizz Shack situated at #7732 A Madam Liz, 
Belize District, for the year 2022. Under the Intoxicating Liquors Act (Revised 
Edition) of 2000.

Goodin Resigns From Deputy May-
or Post, Allan Pollard Takes Over

By Michelle Sutherland

The Belize City 
Council has a 

new Deputy Mayor 
in the person of Allan 
Po l l a rd ,  who  has 
stepped in to replace 
fo rmer  emba t t l ed 
Deputy Mayor Micah 
Goodin following his 
forced resignation from 
the post on Tuesday of 
this week.

Last week Goodin's 
colleagues over at City 
Hall had given him 
a week extension to 
defend himself from 
the allegations against 
him and prove to the 
council why he should 
not be removed from his 
post, either voluntarily 
or by force. While 
the deadline would 
have been June 15th, 
instead of attempting 
to  defend himself 
Goodin opted to tender 
his resignation, ahead 
of the prescribed time 
limit.

O n  We d n e s d a y, 
Mayor Bernard Wagner 
told the media, “The 
Councilors essentially 
r a t i f i e d  M i c a h 
Goodin’s resignation 
letter that he sent 
to us late yesterday 
evening, and we had 
to ratify it obviously, 
given that he was the 
sitting deputy mayor. 
They unanimously 
ratified and accepted 
his  resignat ion as 
deputy mayor.  We 
can’t remove him as a 
Council member. The 
people decide that and 
so we leave it up to the 
people. Our Council is 
really satisfied with the 
results, but we remain 
focused and we want to 
move ahead rather than 
look behind. Councilor 

Pollard is now the new 
deputy for the Council 
again.  This  is  his 
second term serving 
as a deputy mayor.''

Wagner went on to 
say that he does not 
suspect that Goodin's 
c u r r e n t  p o l i t i c a l 
downfall will have any 
major effect on his 
political career because 
he is of the view that 
time heals everything. 
In fact, according to 
Wagner, the situation 
provides Goodin with 
the opportunity to step 
back, and reflect.

 ''I am certain that 
the test at hand for 
Councilor Goodin is 
a necessary test and 
I believe that out of 
this he will become a 
better person,” said the 
mayor.

C o m m i s s i o n e r 
of  Pol ice  Chester 
Williams confirmed 
on Monday that he 
has written a letter to 
Goodin requesting 
a  w e l l - r o u n d e d 
explanation as to why 
his gun licenses should 
n o t  b e  r e v o k e d . 
Williams said that 
Goodin now has 14 
days to contest that 
letter and that in the 
interim police officers 
have been dispatched 
to Goodin's home to 
confiscate a second 
licensed weapon that he 
had in his possession.

''I have not received 
a legal response from 
the office so I cannot 
say if we will remove 
it or not but I cannot at 
this stage prematurely 
state that his license 
wi l l  be  revoked,” 
said Williams. “That 
would be tantamount 
to making a decision 
without having given 

Micah Goodin resigns as deputy mayor

him the opportunity to 
be heard and so I will 
wait for his response 
to the letter that was 
written to him based on 
his response then I will 
determine whether or 
not the license will be 
repealed." 

Goodin's fallout in 
both cases stemmed 
f r o m  h i s  a l l e g e d 
association in a Belize 
City brawl between two 
groups of men, which 
resulted in several 
weapons drawn, and 
shots fired leading to 
injuries for a youth 
shadow counci lor. 

While police say that 
there is still no evidence 
as  ye t  to  sugges t 
whether Goodin had 
fired any of his two 
firearms on the night 
in question, he was 
initially detained and 
questioned in relation 
to the incident because 
apart from being on 
the scene he was also 
identified as the driver 
of the vehicle from 
which several gunshots 
had been fired from 
within.

Our attempts to reach 
Goodin for comment 
have been futile.

P.M. Briceño jets to 
meetings on 3 continents

By William Ysaguirre

Prime Minister Hon. 
John Briceño will 

represent Belize in several 
high level meetings 
in Europe, Africa and 
South America over the 
next three weeks. He 
explained his mission 
at the foreign ministry’s 
office at the Laing 
Building in Belize 
City on Wednesday 
afternoon, before he left 
on Thursday, June 16.

The Prime Minister 
travels first to the 
European Development 
Days conference to be 
held in Brussels Belgium 
next week June 21-22. 
The conference is a 
global gateway for the 
European Union to build 
sustainable partnerships 
for the transition to 
‘green’ and digital 
technologies, to secure 
health supply chains. 

Other issues such as 
urban development, high 
quality education and 
science and technology 
innovation will be 
discussed. He is one of 
only three CARICOM 
leaders who were invited, 
the others are from 
Dominica and Trinidad 
and Tobago. 

There he will also meet 
with the Prime Minister 
of Belgium and other 
European heads of 
government to discuss 
development issues. As 
the European Union is 
one of Belize’s largest 
donors and second largest 
trading partner, Briceño 
said he would push for 
the EU to establish a 
delegation in Belize. He 
will also continue the 
campaign for Belizeans 
to have visa-free access 
to the EU.

F r o m  B r u s s e l s 
he  t r ave l s  to  the 
Commonwealth Heads 

of Government meeting 
in Kigali, Rwanda, 
to be held from June 
20-25. Elections are 
to be held for a new 
Secretary General of 
the Commonwealth, 
and Belize has already 
expressed suppor t 
for Jamaica’s foreign 
m i n i s t e r  K a m i n a 
Johnson Smith, who 
will  challenge the 
incumbent Baroness 
Pat r ic ia  Scot land, 
who is originally from 
Dominica. He also 
has some bilateral 
mee t ings  p l anned 
with Commonwealth 
partners. 

Returning home, he 
will promote Belize’s 
successful negotiation 
of the “Blue Bonds” 
at the United Nations’ 
Ocean  conference 
to be held in Lisbon, 
Portugal from June 27 
to July 1. The theme 
is “Scaling up ocean 

action based on science 
and innovation for 
stocktaking, partnerships 
and solutions”. 

He also plans to meet 
with potential investors 
in renewable energy, 
to explore how the 
sargassum tide may be 
turned into electricity. 
H e  s a i d  B e l i z e ’s 
international funding 
partners will cover a 
large part of his travel 
costs.

The final leg of his 
journey is to attend 
CARICOM Heads of 
Government meeting in 
Paramaribo, Suriname 
July 3-5, where he will 
pass the CARICOM 
c h a i r m a n s h i p  t o 
President Santokhi, the 
incoming president pro 
tempore. Briceno says 
he also planned to accept 
President Ali’s invitation 
for an official visit to 
Guyana, before returning 
home.

Prime Minister John Briceño set to attend several meetings abroad.
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10% to be reinstated July 1st
The Briceño Administration is moving ahead 

with the reinstatement of Public officer's full 
salary and the resumption of normal working hours 
effective July 1st 2022.

The announcement was made on Tuesday, June 
15th, by way of Circular Memorandum No. 46 of 
2022, which was signed by Rolando Zetina, Chief 
Executive Officer in the Ministry of Public Service, 
Constitutional and Political Reform, which was 
copied to all heads of Department, CEO and the 
Financial Secretary.

The Memorandum reads, “the Ministry of Finance 
has now informed that personal emoluments will 
be reinstated to 100% effective 1st July 2022. In 
this regard, effective 1st July 2022 Public Officers 
are to resume their normal working hours, as 
contained in regulations 32 of the Belize Constitution 
(Public  Service) regulations, 2014.''

On Wednesday we also spoke to Minister of Public 
Service Henry Charles Usher about the expected 
changes. “Remember when we announced the 
salary cut last year, which became effective on June 
14th, 2021, we had said that it would have been 
for a maximum term of three years, no more than 
three years. Well, I am happy that during the budget 
presentation the Prime Minister was able to announce 

to the country that we were reversing the salary 
adjustment two years early and that the 10% would 
be given back to public officers. But in conjunction 
with that, we have to look at the working hour which 
will now have to revert back to normal and that was 
what that circular was about.”

According to Usher while the 10% will be 
reinstated, the ministry is still working on the 
matter of the increment freeze and is hoping that the 
government can “turn the economy around” and get 
back to a level where they will be able to reinstate 
public officers increment. Before that is done, Usher 
said that the Ministry will also be looking at the entire 
process where increments are concerned, including 
its appraisal system in order to address the gaps and 
other issues that need to be fixed.

Minister Usher ended off by expressing his 
appreciation for public officers who he said displayed 
stellar performance despite making such a huge 
sacrifice for the country. A sacrifice that Usher said 
was necessary to get the battered economy back on 
track following the pandemic.

The memo also reminded the public that the 
continuous uninterrupted service to the public 
through the lunch hour between 12:00 noon and 1:00 
p.m should also resume.

UDP Takes Aim at 
Compol, He Fires Back

By Michelle Sutherland

Minister of the Public Service Henry Usher

By Michelle Sutherland

A letter penned by the Commissioner of Police 
Chester Williams and delivered to attorney Orson  

Elrington this week, which hinted at possible assault 
charges for his client WPC Alicia Trapp, was the topic 
of much discussion at a UDP press conference that was 
held on Tuesday of this week.

At the head table, Elrington and his colleagues took 
aim at the Commissioner of Police for what they 
perceived as his personal involvement in the case 
and even went as far as to write a letter to Elrington, 
suggesting that his client would be charged for common 
assault against Espat. Elrington even alleged that since 
the incident, his client has been transferred from her post 
and given a “graveyard” shift, something which he says 
he views as punishment against his client and the result 
of a personal vendetta against her. 

For his part, Williams told the media that prior to the 
incident WPC Trapp was stationed to work at a Cabinet 
meeting in Belmopan. He said that while he could not 
confirm if WPC Trapp had been removed from her post, 
he wouldn't be in objection to her removal from the 
specific post, following all that has happened.

“In my letter to the attorney … I simply outlined 
the law to him and pointed out to him as well that the 
evidence is not there against Mr. Espat, but on the 
contrary, a lot of evidence is there against her committing 
an assault upon the Hon. Julius Espat,” said Williams. 
“Fortunately, for [WPC Trapp] Mr. Espat informed me 
this morning that he doesn't wish to proceed with court 
action against her at this time and so based on that she 
will not be charged criminally as outlined in the letter to 
her attorney yesterday. I think what Mr. Espat is hoping 
for is that she and her attorney retract their statement and 
based on that then he will determine if he will.” 

While it is yet to be seen whether Trapp will withdraw 
her statement against Espat, Elrington said that the UDP, 
including its party leader, has pledged to provide all the 
resources needed for Trapp to counter the “trumped up” 
charges against her. Elrington also explained that if the 
Commissioner does proceed with the charges against 
his client, for which he claims there is no basis, she has 
the recourse of filing a claim for false imprisonment and 
malicious prosecution as well as a civil suit for assault.

The incident between PC Trapp and Espat dates 
back to the Teakettle Village Council Elections that 
had occurred on June 5th. PC Trapp, via a live feed 
on her personal Facebook account, had alleged that 
she had been assaulted by Espat who she said hurled 
foul languages at her and demanded that she leave the 
area due to her status as a police officer. PC Trapp later 
filed a complaint against Espat requesting court action 
against him.

 However, this week, the Commissioner had written to 
Elrington to inform that after reviewing and investigating 
Trapp's complaint, officers had found evidence and even 
witnesses which discredited her story. Williams said that, 
in fact, the evidence pointed to Trapp as the aggressor 
and as such criminal charges would have been filed 
against her. Those criminal charges, however, have been 
stalled since Espat has indicated that he does not wish 
to pursue legal action against the WPC who is also the 
subject of an internal police investigation for allegedly 
violating the department's code of conduct.
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National Blood Bank looking for more 
volunteer blood donors

Th i s  w e e k ,  a s 
Bel ize  jo ined 

the world in observing 
World Blood Donor 
Day, the Belize National 
Blood Transfusion 
Service (Blood Bank) 
called on the public 
to join the effort by 
becoming voluntary 
blood donors.

T h e  e v e n t  w a s 
celebrated on Tuesday, 
June 14, under the 
theme "Donating blood 
is an act of solidarity. 
Join the effort and save 
lives."

Adrian Martinez, 
supervisor of the Blood 
Bank, stressed that 
while the country does 
h a v e  s u f f i c i e n t 
amounts of blood in 
storage, blood from 
replacement donors, 
w h i c h  a r e  g i v e n 
specifically to replace 
blood already given to 
a patient, accounts for 
around 80 percent of 
the total blood in stock.

" A t  t h e  b l o o d 
bank, we encourage 
voluntary donations 
because ,  wi th  the 
replacements, you are 

just replacing what 
you have used or will 
use, but the voluntary 
donations are for those 
who get into accidents, 
gunshot victims, burn 
v i c t ims ,  p r egnan t 
women who end up 
using more than the one 
unit of blood for their 
surgery," Martinez said. 

He went on to say 
that the Blood Bank 
is  a iming to raise 
the  percen tage  of 
volunteer donors to 
80 percent, to ensure 
that the country is 
better prepared for 
any incident that may 
require large amounts 
of blood.

A p a r t  f r o m  t h e 
National Blood Bank, 
there are six blood 
c o l l e c t i o n  s i t e s , 
one at each district 
hospital, where a blood 
donation can be made. 
Donors must answer 
a number of questions 
regarding their health, 
a n d  b e h a v i o r s  t o 
determine if there are 
any issues such as 
non-communicable 
diseases or sexually 

transmitted infections 
that disqualify them 
from donating blood. 
D o n o r s  m u s t  n o t 
have had a drink of 
alcohol or consumed 
recreat ional  drugs 
such as marijuana, 
for a minimum of 24 
hours prior to giving a 

donation.
"Sometimes people 

a r e  n o t  t r u t h f u l 
when answering the 
questions and often 
times blood has to be 
discarded after it is 
screened and something 
the donor lied about is 
discovered, so we ask 

that you be truthful 
when you answer the 
questions to protect 
the donor and the 
patient. Sometimes we 
give blood to babies, 
so being truthful is 
important," Martinez 
said. 

The attending nurse 

or laboratory technician 
will also test the donor's 
blood hemoglobin to 
ensure that it is within 
the proper range to give 
a donation (12-16 for 
females and 13-17 for 
males). The body needs 
eight pints of blood to 
function, but at a given 
time can hold as much 
as 12 pints. 

Blood types play a key 
role in blood donations, 
as some blood types 
are incompatible with 
others .  The blood 
groups are O+, O-, 
A+, A-, B+, B-,  AB+, 
and AB-.Donors with 
O- blood are known 
as the universal givers 
as all blood types can 
receive  O-  b lood. 
Peop le  w i th  AB+ 
blood are known as 
the universal receivers, 
capable of accepting 
blood donations from 
anyone. 

Those interested in 
making blood donations 
can visit the Blood 
Bank from Monday-
Friday, between the 
hours of 8:00 a.m. and 
5:00 p.m. 
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NOTIFICATION OF CONTRACT AWARD 
(Selection and Contracting of Consulting Services)

Financing Institution:   Government of Belize / Inter-American Development Bank / Belize Water Services Limited 
Procurement Type:   Consulting Services 
Sector:     Water and Sanitation
Country of project (or Beneficiary country): Belize 
Project name:    Design of Wastewater Treatment Solutions in Coastal Areas 
Loan/Credit/Grant No.:  BL-T1125 
Contract/Bid No.:   IDB-21/22-01 
Bid/Contract Description:  To conduct diagnostic assessment and prepare detailed designs of the preferred viable 
     sewerage system option for the village of Caye Caulker, Belize. Consultants are also 
     expected to prepare detailed bidding documents for such works.

During the selection process for the consulting services indicated above, under the selection method Quality and Cost-Based Selection (QCBS) the 
consulting firms listed below submitted proposals. The scores evaluated for the Technical and Price Proposals of each consulting firm, and their final 
scores follow below.

List of consulting firms
      Project Planning and Management Ltd (JV-lead)
Technical proposal score:   84.60 
Price proposal:    US $199,840.00
Final score:     89.20, 1st

      Hydroplan*

Technical proposal score:    N/A 
Price proposal:    N/A 
Final score:     N/A

*Consulting firm did not qualify.

Any Consultant is entitled to a debriefing to ascertain the grounds on which its proposal was not selected, by making a formal request at the 
address indicated below.

Awarded Bidder:     Project Planning and Management Ltd. (JV-lead)
Country of Awarded Bidder:   Barbados 
Contract Amount:     US $199,840.00
Date contract signed:    May 16, 2022
Duration of contract:   12 months

UNDB Reference number:  IDB-C988901-06/22

Executing Agency:    Belize Water Services Limited 
      Attention: Resident Consultant Engineer
      #7 Central American Boulevard 
      Belize City, Belize 
      Telephone: +1 501-222-4757

Beneficial ownership information:


