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Min. of Labour Denies BCCI's Request to Exempt 
Employers From Paying O.T. Rate on Impromptu  Holiday

By Michelle Sutherland

The Ministry of Labour has denied the 
Belize Chamber of Commerce and Industry 

(BCCI)'s request to have exempted employers 
from being required to pay time and a half for 
employees who work on the impromptu and one-
time public holiday set for Monday, September 
19th.

The holiday, which is being observed on 
account of Queen Elizabeth's state funeral,  
was only first announced this Tuesday; thereby, 
giving employers only about one-week's notice.  

BCCI President Marcello Blake, on behalf of 
their members, penned a letter, dated September 
14th, to Valentino Shal, the CEO of the Ministry 
of Labour. 

Blake pointed out that while the BCCI 
acknowledges the Government's decision to 
observe the day as a public and bank holiday as 
a means of showing respect for the Queen, the 
"unplanned" holiday presents significant cost 
implications for businesses that must operate 
on the aforementioned date.

Blake explained that the "abruptness" of the 
announcement is likely to catch employers off-
guard as it would propel them into having to 
meet an unbudgeted payroll costs during a time 
when most businesses are still in recovery mode.

Blake requested that under section 119 of the 
Labour Act, members of the business community 
could be exempted as it pertains to the standard 
payroll implications and obligations that 
employers incur on public and bank holidays, President Belize Chamber of Commerce & Industry Marcello Blake
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Dwindling COVID-related deaths 
spark hope for end of pandemic
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Bus Association: Floralia 
getting special privileges that 
are undermining operators' 
ability to upgrade their fleet

The Belize Bus 
A s s o c i a t i o n 

(BBA) is calling on the 
Government of Belize 
to address the fact 
that the bus company 
F lora l i a  has  been 
given concessions that 
are hindering other 
operators’ ability to 
upgrade their busses.

T h e  B B A h e l d 
a press conference 
in  Bel ize  Ci ty  on 

Thursday to raise a 
number of issues with 
Floralia's operations. 
They stressed that 
they  do  no t  mind 
competition but that 
competition needs to 
be fair. The BBA gave 
the example of bus 
runs in western Belize 
where the company is 
allowed a 15-minute 
head start over its 
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On Wednesday next week, 
t h e  p e o p l e  o f  B e l i z e 
wi l l  ce leb ra te  the  41s t 

a n n i v e r s a r y  o f  o u r  c o u n t r y ’s 
independence.

We could have had our independence 
earlier, but the Guatemalan claim 
stood in the way, and the United 
S ta tes  d id  no t  suppor t  the  UN 
resolutions call ing for Belizean 
independence.

All  of  that  changed,  however, 
in 1981 when the US reversed its 
neutral position and supported a 
UN resolution that called for secure 
independence for Belize, with all of 
her territory including her islands 
and territorial sea. 

The resolution called on Britain to 
continue to defend Belize, and on all 
countries of the UN to come to her 
assistance. 

A hundred and thirty-nine countries 
supported the resolution. Seven 
abstained, Guatemala among them. 
But there was not a single dissenting 
vote.

The Hon. George Price became 
the first Prime Minister, and Dame 
Minita Gordon the first Governor-
General. Since then Belize has had 
fair and free elections nine times. 
Each of these elections has been 
peaceful with power and authority 
transferred to the successful political 
party.

 For most of these years, the Prime 
Minister  has  come from Belize 
City. But two years ago there was 
a significant shift, when the Prime 
Minister, Mr. Johnny Briceño of 
Orange Walk, became Belize’s fifth 
Prime Minister.

We Belizeans take pride in our 
democratic institutions. We have 
made mistakes along the way. But 
we are learning from our mistakes. 
Our freedom of the press has been 
strengthened by social media and 
today our right of free expression 
is vigorously exercised. 

O n  t h i s  a n n i v e r s a r y  o f  o u r 
independence, our democracy is 
vigorous and secure, and we can 
with confidence look forward to 
better times ahead.  

 So let us thank God for this day.  
   ``  Happy Independence Day 

Belize!

Dear Sir:
 
So Her Majesty has died. She is dead. 

Ashes to ashes, dust to dust! Has this 
great lady – this charming, powerful 
woman gone from life to the end of life 
– of existence? Is she now just putrefying 
flesh testifying that all flesh – even royal 
ones, are just grass?

When did we believers in Belize start 
the practice of announcing at the death of 
a person it was the sunset of a life that 
started at birth like a sunrise?

Perhaps even now while you are still 
physically living, you should remind your 
family of the older, more truthful belief 
that death is a transition from the physical 
to the spiritual life.

Can you imagine now what that moment 
of transition was for Her Majesty? What 
did she think and feel as she stood before 
the throne of the KING OF KINGS?

I sincerely believe that quickly, like the 
blink of an eye, her whole consciousness 
said MY LORD AND MY GOD!

She  was  a  pe r son  o f  g rea t  power 
and influence, but a lifetime practice 
o f  d i s c i p l i n e  a n d  v i r t u e  m a d e  h e r 
compassionate and generous to all manner 
of being that she encountered even family 
that seemed to desire the destruction of 
what she had worked for during her whole 
life.

I  neve r  me t  he r,  bu t  decades  ago 
welcomed her husband to Belize City. A 
gentleman to his fingertips, he interacted 

with subjects as with royal companions 
rejoicing in the dance of freedom. His 
grandson and his wife Kate demonstrated 
an egalitarian spirit that made us feel and 
dance the punta of life all day long.

Kate and William made me feel how 
foolish it would be to surrender a special 
relationship we have enjoyed with these 
white folks for centuries which other 
powerful folk would keep on helping 
to support with no enslavement strings 
attached.

The  pas s ing  o f  HER Maje s ty  ha s 
en l ivened  my be l ie f  tha t  goodness , 
loyalty, trust, compassion and mutual 
respect are vibrant in our Commonwealth. 
Should we not want to preserve it for eons 
of future time?

A s  w e  c e l e b r a t e  o u r  F o r t y  F i r s t 
A n n i v e r s a r y  o f  I n d e p e n d e n c e ,  w e 
celebrate that moment of historical time 
when Britain proclaimed to the world 
that Belizeans could manage their own 
international affairs and therefore should 
be independent.

Britain had already made a similar 
declaration to the world on behalf of 
India, Canada, Australia, New Zealand, 
and many other countries.

Today, after accepting the independence 
of many colonies, Britain is still one of 
the TEN most prosperous nations in the 
world!

On this most auspicious day, Belize,     
let  us continue to build even greater 
bridges of human cooperation between us 
and BRITAIN!

GOD SAVE THE KING!

Signed: Paul Rodriguez OBE

TRANSIT

Dwindling COVID-related deaths 
spark hope for end of pandemic

As of last week, reported deaths from 
COVID-19 are at their lowest numbers 

since the beginning of the pandemic in 
March 2020. 

On September 13th,  the World Health 
Organization (WHO) released a statement 
detailing the remarkable feats of healthcare 
providers across the globe in their efforts to 
manage the Covid-19 pandemic.

Over 605 million confirmed cases and 6.5 
million deaths have been reported globally 
as of September 11th, 2022. In Belize alone, 
the number of cases was as high as 66,000 
and the deaths were well over 600.

However, the number of new weekly cases 
decreased by 28% between September 5th  
and 10th, 2022. The number of new weekly 
deaths decreased by 22%.

Dr.Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus,  the 
director-general of the WHO remarked, “We 
have never been in a better position to end 
the pandemic. We are not there yet, but the 
end is in sight.”

The economic impact Covid-19 has had 
on Belize is well known. After a sharp, 
more than 16 percent contraction in 2020, 
economic output has only just begun to see 
signs of a nascent increase.

Be l i ze  has  r ece ived  a s s i s t ance  f rom 
various countries during the course of the 
pandemic, receiving thousands of vaccine 
and mask donations from countries such as 
The United States of America, The United 
Kingdom, Taiwan, and India. Currently, 

By Britney Gordon about 55.2 percent of Belizeans are fully 
vaccinated.

While optimistic, the WHO still encourages 
caution, urging the globe to continuously 
follow protocols and abide by regulations 
in order to avoid more variants and deaths. 

“We can see the finish line. We’re in a 
winning position. But now is the worst time 
to stop running.”  

The WHO released six short policy briefs 
that outline the key actions recommended 
to all governments to maintain this trend. 
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CLASSIFIED ADS
FOR RENT: TWO-person apartment - located at the corner West and Allenby Streets, 

southside Belize City. Single bedroom,spacious living room and kitchen. Secure with concrete 
walls and floor. Hot and cold water & Internet. Electricity and water are separate. Kitchen sink 
installed. $400.00 a month with payment in advance. Call 672-4454 or 227- 2503 for more 
details or for viewing opportunity.

FOR RENT: Two person apartment at corner West and Basra Streets, Belize City. 
Single bedroom, small living room and kitchen. Ground floor, secure with concrete walls and 
floor. Hot and cold water. Kitchen sink installed. $400.00 a month with payment in advance. 
Call 672-4454 or 227-2503 for more details or for viewing opportunity.

LIQUOR LICENSE NOTICE:  Notice is hereby given that Ceiba Beach 
Ltd. of Maya Beach, Stann Creek District is hereby applying for a Hotel Liquor 
License for Ceiba Beach Limited situated in Maya Beach AKA Mickey’s At 
Ceiba Beach, Stann Creek District for the year 2022. Under the Intoxicating 
Liquors Act Revised Edition of 2000.

Min. of Labour Denies BCCI's Request to Exempt 
Employers From Paying O.T. Rate on New Holiday
Cont’d from pg. 1 s p e c i f i c a l l y  f r o m 

being required to pay 
time and a half on the said date. Blake further 
reminded the CEO that under section 119 of 
the Labour Act, the Minister wields certain 
exemptions.

For his part, however, CEO Shal, in a letter 
dated September 14th, responded to the BCCI 
confirming the receipt of their letter. Shal 
reminded the BCCI that prior to making any 
decision the Minister Responsible for Labour is 
required to consult with Cabinet and the Labour 
Advisory Board. However, Shal also pointed out 
that at this time the Minister is unable to consult 

with the relevant bodies within the respective 
timeframe, and as such an exemption cannot 
be granted.

On Thursday the Chamber also wrote a letter 
to their members on the topic which they 
referred to as the government's "long-standing 
practice" of adding unplanned public and bank 
holidays, without consulting with members 
of the business community. The Chamber 
reiterated that such practice has resulted in 
unexpected costs to the private sector and that 
since last year they have requested several 
measures from the government.

One of those includes a recommendation 

that no newly enacted public holiday can 
carry payroll implications on an employer 
until after a prescribed notice period of at 
least 365 days. 

That there be a ceiling set on the number of 
public holidays allowable in any given year, 
and that no new public holiday can be declared 
without the agreement of tripartite partners 
via the relevant body or Board.

While the BCCI told members that the 
Governments response to their request was 
disappointing, they pledge to continue their 
advocacy efforts as it relates to unplanned public 
and bank holidays and the unforeseen impacts 

BAHA Moves to Contain Avian Influenza in Orange 
Walk, Millions of Dollars in Losses for Poultry Farmers

By Michelle Sutherland

The Belize Agricultural Health Authority 
(BAHA) in conjunction with the Belize 

Poultry Association (BPA) is carrying out contact 
tracing among persons, who entered Blue Creek 
Village in the Orange Walk District up to three 
weeks ago as part of ongoing surveillance for 
Avian Influenza, which has been detected in one 
of the poultry farms in the village.

On Wednesday, BPA General Manager Armando 
Cowo told The Reporter that while they cannot 
confirm that the virus has been transmitted outside 
of the farm, they are conducting their contact 
tracing among persons who visited the village as 
a precautionary measure. 

That also includes testing other poultry farms in 
the village inclusive of the live chickens, the ones 
that have already been slaughtered, as well as the 
eggs to see how far and if the virus has already 
spread.  As part of its containment measures, 
BAHA has also placed strict restrictions on all 
poultry products exiting that community.

Cowo confirmed that BAHA is currently 
conducting a depopulation (killing and disposal 
of all birds) on the infected farm. This exercise 
will also be done on all neighboring farms in the 
village and could spell millions of dollars in losses 
for the poultry industry. BAHA says that they are in 
the process of organizing and implementing other 
control measures to ensure that the poultry sector 
is protected against further introductions of the 
disease, which includes implementing movement 
controls on live birds, eggs, and litter, among other 
measures.

But even as the association awaits the results of 
the sample that has been sent abroad and which 
should return early next week, Cowo said that 
those results will be able to differentiate whether 
it is the Low pathogenic or High Pathogenic 
Avian Flu that is in circulation. He explained that 
the difference between the two is that in the case 
of High Pathogenic, it would spell big trouble 
for the entire poultry industry since it can cause 
high contagion, severe illness, and high mortality 
among the poultry population. In the case of Low 

pathogenic influenza, it causes no signs of the 
disease or mild infection.

While Cowo said that it is still unknown which 
of the two pathogens is in the country, he said that 
based on observation carried out so far it appears to 
be the Low Pathogenic Influenza. This, according 
to him, is based on the fact that since the detection 
was made on September 9th, there has not been any 
major outbreak on the farm or neighboring ones 
suggestive of the presence of the milder strain.

As poultry farmers are encouraged to strengthen 
biosecurity programs and to adhere to BAHA 
restrictions, they are also being asked to monitor 
their chickens for symptoms such as nasal 
discharge, lack of energy, lack of coordination, 
diarrhea, muscle tremors, drooping wings, twisting 
of the head and neck and inability to move.  To 
report any of the symptoms you can call BAHA 
at 824-4872.

BAHA along with the Belize Poultry Association 
says that despite this latest development they 
would want to assure the public that poultry meat 
and eggs on the local market are safe for human 
consumption.

Late on Wednesday evening, BAHA confirmed 
that another case of Avian Influenza had been 
detected on another far in the Shipyard community. 
One spokesperson for BAHA said that while that 
detection was just made, a depopulation targeting 
1,000 poultry has already been carried out. 
Additionally, BAHA says that they suspect that 
the virus, detected on the index farm (Blue Creek) 
originated from a batch of hatching eggs that were 
imported from the United States.

The last outbreak of bird flu in Belize was back 
in January of 2015, on several farms in Spanish 
Lookout. Due to the contamination, thousands of 
broiler breeds on several of those farms had to be 
killed and discarded, leading to an estimated $8 
million in losses for farmers.

Earlier on Wednesday, Minister of Agriculture 
Jose Mai, told CTV 3 News that in the case of 
the index farm a depopulation exercise (of about 
25,000 poultry) would mean a whopping $114 
million in losses. That is, $99 million in poultry, 
$2 million in turkeys, and $13 million in eggs.

Bus Association: Floralia 
getting special privileges that 
are undermining operators' 
ability to upgrade their fleet
Cont’d from pg. 1

member operators, 
which will eat away 
at their revenue. 

" I t ' s  not  tour is ts 
these busses will be 
t ak ing  because  a t 
the hour the busses 
leave Benque Viejo 
there are no foreign 
busses coming into 
the country at that 
particular time. So 
m o r e  t h a n  l i k e l y 
what it will be doing 
its going to go out 
right before or right 
along with a company 
that already has an 
inves tmen t  in  the 
business," said BBA 
Pres iden t  Thomas 
Shaw.

T h e  B B A w e n t 
on to  explain that 
government  wants 
them to upgrade their 
bus fleets, but to do 
so they need access 
to financing, and the 
more Floralia reduces 
their revenues from 
their bus runs, they 
will not be able to 
jus t i fy  to  l end ing 
institutions that they 
can afford to pay their 
loans if granted.

Ta k i n g  a n o t h e r 
example  f rom bus 
runs coming out of 

Dangriga, the BBA said 
that they confirmed 
with the Department 
o f  Tr a n s p o r t  t h a t 
Floralia was allowed 
to carry standees on 
their  buses,  which 
is a violation of the 
Laws of Belize. The 
association said that 
the  cos t  o f  do ing 
business is already 
putting strain on them, 
with fuel taking up 
as  much as 2/3 of 
their revenue despite 
t h e  g o v e r n m e n t 
f u e l  s u b s i d y  i n 
place and as long as 
Flora l ia  cont inues 
to undermine their 
e f fo r t s ,  t hey  w i l l 
not be able to meet 
t h e  g o v e r n m e n t ' s 
demands. 

"I can assure the 
commuters, the riding 
public, our operators 
are willing to upgrade, 
and to give them what 
they want, but to be 
cognisant of the fact 
t ha t  i f  t hey  wan t 
comfor t ,  i t  comes 
with a cost," the BBA 
added.

T h e  n e x t  s t e p 
is to meet with the 
D e p a r t m e n t  o f 
Transport again to see 
if an amicable solution 
can be reached. 
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WHO Director-General's opening remarks 
at the media briefing– 14 September 2022
Good morning, good 

afternoon, and 
good evening.

Last week, the number 
of weekly reported deaths 
from COVID-19 was 
the lowest since March 
2020. We have never been 
in a better position to end 
the pandemic. We are not 
there yet, but the end is in 
sight. 

A marathon runner does 
not stop when the finish 
line comes into view. 
She runs harder, with all 
the energy she has left. 
So must we. We can see 
the finish line. We’re in a 
winning position. But now 
is the worst time to stop 
running.

Now is the time to run 
harder and make sure we 
cross the line and reap the 
rewards of all our hard 
work. If we don’t take 
this opportunity now, 
we run the risk of more 
variants, more deaths, 
more disruption, and more 
uncertainty.

So let’s seize this 
opportunity. Today, WHO 
is releasing six short 
policy briefs that outline 
the key actions that all 
governments must take 
now to finish the race.It’s 
a summary, based on the 
evidence and experience 
of the last 32 months, 
of what works best to 
save lives, protect health 
systems, and avoid social 
and economic disruption. 

These policy briefs 
are an urgent call for 
governments to take a 
hard look at their policies, 
and strengthen them for 
COVID-19 and future 
pathogens with pandemic 
potential. We urge all 
countries to invest in 
vaccinating 100% of 
the most at-risk groups, 
including health workers 
and older people, as the 

highest priority on the road 
to 70% vaccine coverage; 

Keep testing and 
sequencing for SARS-
CoV-2, and integrate 
surveillance and testing 
services with those for 
other respiratory diseases, 
including influenza;

Make sure you have 
a system in place for 
giving patients the care 
that is right for them, 
and integrate care for 
COVID-19 into primary 
health care systems; Plan 
for surges of cases, and 
make sure you have the 
supplies, equipment and 
health workers you will 
need; Maintain infection 
prevention and control 
precautions to protect 
health workers and non-
COVID patients in health 
facilities; Communicate 
clearly with communities 
about any changes you 
make to your COVID-19 
policies, and why; And 
train health workers to 
identify and address 
misinformation, and 
develop high-quality 
health information in 
digital formats. 

The briefs contain more 
detail on the specific 
actions governments can 
take, and are now available 
online.

Since New Year’s Eve 
2019 – and every day 
since then – WHO has 
worked without rest to 
warn the world, and to 
give people everywhere 
the tools they need to stay 
safe, save lives, and keep 
societies functioning. 
We’ve helped countries 
to build oxygen plants and 
treatment centres. We’ve 
shipped millions of masks, 
gowns, tests, vaccines and 
more to countries that need 
them, all over the world. 
Doctors, nurses and other 
health workers have relied 

on WHO’s guidelines to 
protect themselves and 
treat their patients. We’ve 
advised governments on 
how to find the right mix 
of public health measures. 

With our partners in 
COVAX, we’ve delivered 
more than 1.7 billion doses 
of vaccine around the 
world, and low-income 
countries have relied 
on us for three-quarters 
of their vaccine doses. 
We’re supporting low- and 
middle-income countries 
to develop their own 
vaccine manufacturing 
capacity. We’ve supported 
countries to maintain 
health systems and services 
under pressure. We’ve 
fought misinformation and 
disinformation. And every 
single day, we continue to 
bring the world’s experts 
together to share the latest 
scientific knowledge, 
monitor trends, analyse 
the evidence and advise 
the world. 

That is what we will 
continue to do until the 
pandemic is truly over. We 
can end these pandemic 
together, but only if all 
countries, manufacturers, 
c o m m u n i t i e s  a n d 
individuals step up and 
seize this opportunity.  

I’m incredibly proud of 
our incredible people and 
the incredible things they 
have done throughout the 
pandemic – and which they 
continue to do even while 
responding to numerous 
other emergencies around 
the world.

In Pakistan, we are 
continuing to support the 
government to respond 
to the floods that have 
affected 33 million people 
and damaged almost 1500 
health facilities, leaving 
millions of people without 
access to health services.

Even as the water 

recedes, the health needs 
are rising.

Together with the 
Ministry of Health, we are 
coordinating the response 
to those needs, by leading 
an urgent assessment of 
which health services have 
been affected the most, in 
which areas. 

We’re preparing for, and 
responding to, outbreaks 
of measles, cholera and 
malaria, and supporting 
treatment for respiratory, 
skin and eye infections, 
typhoid, malnutrition 
and more. Immediately 
after the floods struck, 
WHO allocated 10 
million US dollars from 
our Contingency Fund 
for Emergencies, which 
we are using to deliver 
essential medicines and 
other supplies, across 26 
districts. 

This includes tents for 
temporary health facilities, 
water  purif icat ion 
equipment that can 
produce enough clean 
water for 5,000 people per 
day, and oral rehydration 
sachets for 1 million 
people.

We will continue to 
stand side-by-side with 
the people of Pakistan 
now and as they recover 
and rebuild.

M e a n w h i l e ,  t h e 
downward trend in 
the global monkeypox 
outbreak is continuing. But 
as with COVID-19, this is 
not the time to relax or let 
down our guard. This is 
the time for all affected 
countries and communities 
to keep doing what is 
working.

Countries and health 
workers still need support 
to prepare for, to recognize, 
to test and to treat cases, and 
to prevent infections. We 
especially urge affected 
countries to share genome 
sequences, so we can 
better understand how the 
virus is evolving.  

Finally, this Saturday, 
the 17th of September, 
is World Patient Safety 
Day. Our focus this year 
is on “Medication Without 
Harm”. Medicines are 
powerful tools for 
protecting health.

But medicines that 
are wrongly prescribed, 

taken incorrectly or are 
of poor quality, can cause 
serious harm, and even 
death.  Globally, one in 20 
patients suffers avoidable 
medication harm, and 
unsafe medicat ion 
practices and medication 
errors account for half 
of all avoidable harm in 
medical care.

WHO is working to 
reduce medication-
related harm and prevent 
this needless suffering, 
by supporting countries 
to inform and empower 
patients; By improving 
the naming, labelling and 
packaging of medicines; 
By supporting health and 
care workers to avoid 
errors; And by improving 
medication systems and 
practices to reduce the 
risks of harm. This World 
Patient Safety Day, cities 
around the world will 
light up monuments in 
orange as a statement that 
everyone has a role to 
play in medication safety, 
and achieving Medication 
Without Harm. Because 
no one should be harmed 
while seeking care.
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Belize parties 
in rainy Tenth

By William Ysaguirre

Rain could not 
keep Belizeans 

at  home,  as  many 
braved the inclement 
weather  to  a t tend 
the annual Tenth of 
September ceremony 
to commemorate the 
224th anniversary of 
the Battle of St George's 
Caye at the House of 
Culture in Belize City 
last Saturday.

Not even the death 
of a monarch could 
dampen the spirits 
of seasoned revelers, 
and the  ceremony 
proceeded with the 
usual pageantry as the 
Head of State H.E. 
Governor  Genera l 
Froyla Tzalam and 
Prime Minister Hon. 
John Briceño arrived 
a n d  r e c e i v e d  t h e 
salute from the Belize 
Defense Force honor 
guard.

Miss Stann Creek 
Maslin Hanson had 
been chosen to be 
the  Queen  o f  the 
B a y  d e s i g n a t e  a t 
the pageant held on 
S a t u r d a y,  A u g u s t 
20, and the outgoing 
Queen Druewel Jones 
urged her to warm the 
hearts of the bay as she 
transferred the crown, 
robe and scepter to the 
new Queen.

If the coronation of 
a Queen smacked of 
neocolonialism and 
efforts of the past to 
label the Battle of St 
George’s Caye a mere 
myth, it mattered for 
nought to Minister of 
Education and Culture 
Hon. Francis Fonseca 
who cited the cultural 
diversity of Belizean 
society as one of its 
strengths. He urged 
Belizeans to preserve 
and protect our culture 
and  to  honor  t he 
achievements of our 
ancestors.

H e  a l s o  u r g e d 
Belizeans not to dwell 
in the colonial past, 
and the traditions of 

the imperialist power 
that held Belize as 
a colony for almost 
two centur ies .  He 
encouraged the nation to 
do some soul searching, 
to determine what path 
Belize must follow as 
we chart our course as 
an independent nation.

Belize City Mayor 
B e r n a r d  Wa g n e r 
e n c o u r a g e d  t h e 
nation to embrace our 
survival of the COVID 
p a n d e m i c  a n d  t o 
rebound ever stronger 
as we celebrate our 
nation’s 41st birthday. 
He called on Belizeans 
to emulate the example 
of the famous Flowers 
Bank 14, who decided 
the vote in the local 
people’s  assembly 
to stand and fight to 
defend the settlement 
aga ins t  a  Spanish 
invasion, rather than to 
flee a superior military 
force.

Minister Fonseca 
had called for national 
unity, but the citizens’ 
parade that followed 
the ceremony displayed 
only bipartisan disunity. 
Prime Minister Briceño 
d u c k e d  o u t  e a r l y 
before the ceremony 
concluded, and it fell 
to Opposition leader 
Hon. Moses “Shyne” 
Barrow and aspiring 
leader John Saldivar to 
lead the parade, which 
numbered only a few 
hundred at the start. 
The route of the parade 
had  a l so  changed 
with the venue of the 
ceremony. But many 
Bel izean Diaspora 
who were home for 
t he  Independence 
celebrations would 
not let the tradition 
die, and the parade 
gathered more numbers 
as it meandered along 
Albert Street, Orange 
Street, over the Bel-
China Bridge and along 
North Front Street to the 
Memorial Park, where 
the weather held up for 
all day festivities. 

Belizeans parade for 10th September celebration.
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Redistricting commissioner 
resigns, alleges political 
influence in the process

By Michelle Sutherland

Chief Elections 
O f f i c e r 

Josephine Tamai, on 
Wednesday of  this 
week, confirmed with 
The  Repor te r  tha t 
she is the recipient 
o f  a  l e t t e r  f r o m 
h e r  R e d i s t r i c t i n g 
C o m m i s s i o n e r , 
c o n f i r m i n g  h i s 
r e s i g n a t i o n  f r o m 
the process due to 
numerous reasons.

W h i l e  T a m a i 
c o n f i r m e d  t h e 
authenticity of the 
email sent by Martin 
Aldana, dated August 
31st, 2022, she told 
u s  t ha t  she  cou ld 
not comment on his 
personal view of the 
process.

I n  h i s  l e t t e r , 
Aldana, a statistical 
ana lys i s  f rom the 
p r i v a t e  s e c t o r , 
opened  by  s ay ing 
tha t  wh i l e  he  has 
been contemplating 
his resignation for 
an entire month, “the 
overriding factor for 
my decision is  my 
observation that the 
work of the task force 
is being influenced 
by actors outside the 
task force.”

Aldana went on to 
say that he recalled 
t h a t  a t  a n  i n i t i a l 
task force meeting 
w i th  t he  E l ec t i on 
a n d  B o u n d a r i e s 
C o m m i s s i o n ,  t h e 
c h a i r m a n  h a d 
reminded members 
o f  t h e i r  o a t h  o f 
conf ident ia l i ty,  of 
w h i c h  e v e r y o n e 
in  a t t endance  had 
signed up. 

Aldana stated that 
he had taken that to 
mean that  persons 
who had formed part 
o f  t h e  t a s k  f o r c e 
should refrain from 
discussing internal 
matters with persons 
o n  t h e  o u t s i d e , 
especially those with 
pol i t ical  interests . 
S o m e t h i n g  w h i c h 
Aldana alleges has 
now got ten so out 
o f  cont ro l  tha t  he 
decided not to attend 
the past three task 
force meetings, held 
in  Augus t ,  due  to 
his growing concern 
regarding the overall 
process.

“I strongly feel that 
the  task  force  has 
lost  control  of  the 
redistricting 

 Martin Aldana resigns from commission. 

Cont’d on pg. 8
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e x e r c i s e  a n d  i s 
now only carrying 
out directives from 
o u t s i d e  t h e  t a s k 
force. I foresee that 
a t  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e 
redistricting exercise 
in  2023 ,  the  f ina l 
redistricting report 
w i l l  b e  p r e s en t ed 
p u r e l y  a s  t h e 
technical work of the 
task force members, 
and there will be a 
public denial of any 
outside influence on 
the work of the task 
force,” summarized 
Aldana.

Aldana didn’t stop 
there and went on to 
say that the turning 
point for him began 
several months ago 
after a ruling minister 
had gone on national 
t e l e v i s i o n  a n d 
expressed his wish as 
to how his division 
should be redrawn. 
Subsequently, Aldan 
alleged that Tamai 
h a d  i n f o r m e d  t h e 
task force that the 
C o m m i s s i o n  h a d 
decided that the task 
fo rce  now needed 
t o  p r e s e n t  t w o 
redistricting options 
for each district for 
consideration.

A l d a n a  p o i n t e d 
o u t  t h a t  a t  t h a t 
j u n c t u r e  t h e  t a s k 
fo rce  had  a l r eady 
c o m p l e t e d  t h e i r 
redistricting exercise 
of  the Bel ize City 
division. He further 
claimed that  s ince 
the init ial  meeting 
with the Commission 
i n  F e b r u a r y  a n d 

d e s p i t e  r e p e a t e d 
requests  there  has 
not been any follow-
up meeting.  Aldana 
s a i d  t h e  m e e t i n g 
would have been the 
idea l  envi ronment 
to discuss mounting 
i s s u e s  a m o n g 
members.

“I find it demeaning 
of the members of 
the task force that 
decisions would be 
made on the  work 
o f  t h e  t a s k  f o r c e 
wi thou t  inpu t  and 
discussion with the 
task force members. 
This has opened room 
f o r  q u e s t i o n a b l e 
actions and decisions 
due to  the lack of 
t r a n s p a r e n c y . 
Unfortunately, there 
was  no a t tempt  to 
record  minu tes  o r 
t r an sc r i p t s  o f  t he 
meetings of the task 
force, a task which 
is standard practice, 
especially for such a 
national undertaking 
where transparency 
and accountabi l i ty 
a r e  i m p o r t a n t 
c o n s i d e r a t i o n s , 
given the poli t ical 
implications of such 
an exercise,” ended 
Aldana.

The task force was 
formed in February 
of this year and is 
respons ib le  to  se t 
t h e  g r o u n d w o r k , 
advise, and provide 
a detailed report with 
recommendations to 
the Commission on 
the  r e -d iv i s ion  o f 
electoral boundaries. 
T h e  e x e r c i s e  i s 
expected to conclude 
in 2023.

Redistricting commissioner 
resigns, alleges political 
influence in the process
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INVITATION FOR BIDS 
Ministry of Natural Resources, Petroleum, and Mining

1. The Government of Belize (or GOB) acting through the Ministry of Natural Resources, 
 Petroleum, and Mining, now invites sealed Bids from eligible and qualified Bidders for the Services 
 mentioned below in the table.

2. Procurement will be conducted through open tendering in accordance with the provisions of the
 laws governing public procurement within Belize.

3. This invitation is open to all eligible Bidders as described in the Bidding Documents.

4. Qualification requirements are provided in Section II of the Bidding Documents. Prospective Bidders’
  attention is drawn to the Instructions to Bidders in the Bidding Documents. 

5. A complete set of Bidding Documents in English may be obtained by interested Bidders by way of 
 email application to the email address below.

6. The Bidding Documents will be emailed to the Bidder at the email address specified in the email
  application.

7. Bids must be delivered to the address below at or before October 14th, 2022, at 10:00 a.m. Electronic 
 bidding shall not be permitted. Late bids will be rejected. Bids will be publicly opened in the
  presence of the Bidders’ representatives, who choose to attend in person at the address below at 
 10:30 a.m. on October 14th, 2022. Interested public/civil society entities and NGOs may also 
 attend the Bid opening.

8. All bids shall be accompanied by a Bid-Securing Declaration as specified in the Instructions to
  Bidders.

9. The Government of Belize will declare a firm ineligible, either indefinitely or for a stated period,
  to be awarded a contract funded by the Government of Belize, if it at any time determines that the
  firm has engaged in corrupt or fraudulent, coercive, or collusive practices in competing for or in 
 executing a contract.

10. The address referred to above for:
  (i)  Application for Bidding Documents,   
  (ii)  Submission of Bids, and 
  (iii)  Opening of Bids, is:
 
 Belize Solid Waste Management Authority, 3013 Bougainvillea Street, Belmopan, 
 c/o Ms. Lumen Cayetano, Director, 828-4864, cayetanolu@gobmail.gov.bz.

11. Bidders are required to submit as part of the bid “the Statement of Ethical Conduct and Fraud 
 and Corruption”. In case of misleading information or non-adherence to the Fraud and Corruption
  provisions of the Bidding Documents, the Bidder shall be pursued by the GOB.

Central Bank Governor: Queen's Passing 
Will Not Affect Local Currency

By Michelle Sutherland

I n  t h e  w a k e  o f 
Queen El izabeth’s 
death, the Governor 
of the Central Bank 
o f  Be l i ze  Kareem 
Michael has come out 
to answer questions 
posed by Belizeans 
on whether or not the 
Queen's death will 
have any impact on 
our local currency.

Michael, in an ex-
c l u s i v e  i n t e r v i e w 
given to Channel 7 
News, strongly em-
p h a s i z e d  t h a t  t h e 
Queen’s death will 
not have any imme-
diate effect on Be-
lize’s local currency. 
In fact, he explained 
that having a dead 
monarch on our lo-

cal currency is “fine 
purely from a Cen-
tral Bank standpoint 
of maintaining the 
va lue  of  tha t  cur-
rency of the Belize 
dollar” and that there 
is no great urgency in 
changing that.

Michael explained 
that if a decision was 
to be made to change 
the family of notes 
w i t h  t h e  Q u e e n ’s 
head on the currency 
it  would be a long 
drawn out and costly 
process. Something 
which he hinted does 
not feel it is neces-
sary since he says 
that the Central Bank 
has always been ad-
vised to keep the face 
of someone who is 
honorable, or some-
one with the highest 
level of dignity. Ac-
cording to Michael, 
they have also been 
warned about placing 
the image of some-
one f rom an ear ly 
s t a g e ,  d u e  t o  t h e 
possibility that that 
person may face a 

scandal or some sort 
of  embarrassment , 
which  would  then 
defeat the purpose.

“If you have a hero 
who is up there in age 
and passes without a 
scratch or blemish 
on his or her record, 
then fine. There are 
numerous examples 
o f  th i s  ac ross  the 
g lobe  where  there 
are dead presidents 
or past national he-
roes who are on the 
face of these notes 
and currencies,” said 
Michael.

W h i l e  K i n g 
Charles III automati-
ca l l y  t ook  on  t he 
role of Head of State 
for  Belize being a 
member of the Com-
monwealth, and the 
possibility remains 
that his image could 
possibly replace that 
of the Queen Michael 
said that  whatever 
the case might be, 
his job is to ensure 
that the value of the 
Bel ize dol lar  does 
not devalue.
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INVITATION FOR BIDS 
Ministry of Natural Resources, Petroleum, and Mining

1. The Government of Belize (or GOB) acting through the Ministry of Natural Resources, 
 Petroleum, and Mining, now invites sealed Bids from eligible and qualified Bidders for the Services 
 mentioned below in the table.

2. Procurement will be conducted through open tendering in accordance with the provisions of the
 laws governing public procurement within Belize.

3. This invitation is open to all eligible Bidders as described in the Bidding Documents.

4. Qualification requirements are provided in Section II of the Bidding Documents. Prospective Bidders’
  attention is drawn to the Instructions to Bidders in the Bidding Documents. 

5. A complete set of Bidding Documents in English may be obtained by interested Bidders by way of 
 email application to the email address below.

6. The Bidding Documents will be emailed to the Bidder at the email address specified in the email
  application.

7. Bids must be delivered to the address below at or before October 14th, 2022, at 10:00 a.m. Electronic 
 bidding shall not be permitted. Late bids will be rejected. Bids will be publicly opened in the
  presence of the Bidders’ representatives, who choose to attend in person at the address below at 
 10:30 a.m. on October 14th, 2022. Interested public/civil society entities and NGOs may also 
 attend the Bid opening.

8. All bids shall be accompanied by a Bid-Securing Declaration as specified in the Instructions to
  Bidders.

9. The Government of Belize will declare a firm ineligible, either indefinitely or for a stated period,
  to be awarded a contract funded by the Government of Belize, if it at any time determines that the
  firm has engaged in corrupt or fraudulent, coercive, or collusive practices in competing for or in 
 executing a contract.

10. The address referred to above for:
  (i)  Application for Bidding Documents,   
  (ii)  Submission of Bids, and 
  (iii)  Opening of Bids, is:
 
 Belize Solid Waste Management Authority, 3013 Bougainvillea Street, Belmopan, 
 c/o Ms. Lumen Cayetano, Director, 828-4864, cayetanolu@gobmail.gov.bz.

11. Bidders are required to submit as part of the bid “the Statement of Ethical Conduct and Fraud 
 and Corruption”. In case of misleading information or non-adherence to the Fraud and Corruption
  provisions of the Bidding Documents, the Bidder shall be pursued by the GOB.

Energy Shocks Amid 
Rapid Inflation Could 

Fuel Faster Wage Gains
By Chikako Baba and Jaewoo Lee

Billions of con-
sumers around 

the world are see-
ing higher oil prices 
seep into the cost of 
l iv ing  and  wages . 
Filling the gas tank 
soon starts to cost 
m o r e  w h e n  c r u d e 
prices climb, as does 
airfare,  but  higher 
ene rgy  cos t s  a l so 
boost prices for all 
the products on store 
s h e l v e s .  Wo r k e r s 
seek higher wages 
to compensate for a 
loss in their purchas-
ing power.

T h e s e  a r e  w h a t 
economists call sec-
ond-round effects , 

and they can in turn 
further raise prices. 
If  this feedback is 
large and sustained, 
a wage-price spiral 
could emerge, with 
wage growth and in-
flation rising over an 
extended period.

As the Chart of the 
Week shows, when 
overall inflation is 
already high, like it 
is now, wages tend 
to increase by more 
in response to an oil 
p r i c e  shock .  Th i s 
finding, based on a 
study of 39 European 
countr ies ,  may re-
flect that people are 
more likely to react 
to  p r ice  inc reases 
when high inflation 
i s  v i s ib ly  e rod ing 
living standards.

The larger the sec-
ond-round effects , 
the greater the risk 
of a sustained wage-
price spiral through 
a feedback loop be-
t w e e n  w a g e s  a n d 
prices. If large and 
sustained, oil price 
shocks  cou ld  fue l 
persistent rises in in-
flation and inflation 
expectations, which 
should be countered 
by a monetary policy 
response.

A s  o u r  c h a r t 
shows,  the r isk of 
such a dynamic tends 
to be greater when 
the overall inflation 
rate is already high. 
For example, wages 
increase by 0.4 per-
cent when underly-
ing inflation is high-
er than 4 percent, one 
year after a 10 per-
cent increase in oil 

prices, but increase 
by less than 0.2 per-
cent otherwise. 

When overall infla-
tion is higher, people 
tend to be more alert 
to price increases of 
all stripes and seek 
higher compensation 
for oil  price rises. 
However, differenc-
es between high and 
low inflation periods 
narrow in the second 
year. These results 
impart two messages 
on the current situa-
tion, one concerning 
and the other reas-
suring.

Of concern is how 
current high inflation 
could increase the 
risk of energy prices 
causing sizable sec-
ond- round  e ff ec t s 
an d a sustained in-
crease in inflation, 
which includes push-
ing up inflation ex-
pectations. To head 
off such a risk, cen-
tral banks will need 
to respond firmly.

What’s reassuring 
is  the chart  shows 
that even in a high-
in f l a t ion  env i ron-
ment, wages stabi-
l i zed  a f t e r  a  yea r 
rather than continu-
ing to rise at a steady 
clip. In other words, 
t he r e  was  a  wage 
level but not a wage 
inflation increase.

To the extent that 
central banks remain 
adequately vigilant, 
current high infla-
tion could still cause 
higher compensation 
for the cost of liv-
ing than usual  but 
need not morph into 
a sustained increase 
in inflation.
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Call to support Taiwan’s participation in ICAO
Wang Kwo-tsai Minister of Transportation and Communications 

Republic of China (Taiwan)
xx xx, 2022

The International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO) develops common regulations 
and standards for civil aviation. Countries around the world abide by ICAO’s directives 
to ensure the safe and orderly growth of international civil aviation. The 41st session 
of the triennial ICAO Assembly, to be held between September 27 and October 7 this 
year in Montreal, Canada, will be ICAO’s biggest event since the COVID-19 pandemic 
began. Thus, the meeting will be symbolic for supporting the recovery of the aviation 
sector. It further showcases the importance of collaboration among all stakeholders in 
the international aviation community. We call on ICAO to reconnect with Taiwan in a 
collective effort to achieve the goal of a seamless sky.

Reconnecting the world and facilitating Taiwan’s technical participation

ICAO, an important forum spurring the development of aviation, is where civil aviation 
authorities discuss issues such as aviation safety, air navigation services, aviation security, 
environmental protection, and aviation economics. All of these bear on the development 
of each country’s civil aviation sector. As the global aviation industry has been hit 
especially hard by the pandemic, collaboration among all stakeholders in support of 
passenger health and safe travel is more important than ever. No civil aviation authority 
should be excluded. ICAO will hold the 41st Assembly session with the stated goal of 
“reconnecting the world.” Including Taiwan would help the world meet this aim.

Taiwan’ s Taipei Flight Information Region (Taipei FIR) is part of ICAO’s network of 
over 300 FIRs. The Civil Aeronautics Administration of Taiwan (Taiwan CAA) is the 
sole entity overseeing, and is responsible for safe air traffic management throughout, 
the Taipei FIR. It offers a comprehensive range of information services and streamlines 
air routes to ensure the safety and efficiency of all aircraft and passengers arriving in, 
departing, and transiting the Taipei FIR. The Taipei FIR’s efforts have been hampered 
by the recent actions of China. In August 2022, China unilaterally conducted military 
exercises around Taiwan on short notice. This affected international air routes and 
jeopardized aviation safety in the Taipei FIR and neighboring FIRs. In an effort to avert 
danger and alleviate safety concerns, the Taiwan CAA had to hastily plan for and guide 
aircraft, including many foreign aircraft, departing, arriving in, or transiting the Taipei 
FIR. The situation burdened airlines with additional costs due to their need to take 
longer and more expensive journeys and substantially increased unforeseen risk. From 
both a risk and safety management perspective, ICAO should allow the Taiwan CAA to 
participate in ICAO so that it is able to communicate with other FIRs and provide and 
obtain timely information via ICAO.

Sharing Taiwan’s aviation experiences to achieve the ICAO goal of seamless 
aviation

Despite the severe effect the pandemic has had on the world over the past two years, 
the Taiwan CAA has made every effort to maintain the strong safety record of the Taipei 
FIR while diligently adhering to relevant antipandemic measures and complying with 
ICAO’s Standards and Recommended Practices. With a joint effort by civil aviation 
stakeholders and the government, Taiwan’s national carriers have been among the few 
airlines around the world to have remained profitable and not cut jobs. In addition, 
according to Airports Council International statistics for 2020 and 2021, Taiwan Taoyuan 
International Airport, Taiwan’ s largest, was the fourth-busiest airport in the world for 
international air cargo.

Technological advances have caused unprecedented development and changes in 
aviation. Drones are one such example. As the wider use of drones poses a potential risk 
to aviation safety and airport operations, ICAO has been revising or adopting provisions 
in related guidance materials regarding unmanned aircraft systems. Despite a lack of 
access to ICAO information, the Taiwan CAA has established relevant management 
mechanisms in a timely manner so as to maintain aviation safety within the Taipei FIR 
while also helping spur the development of drone-related industries. A dedicated chapter 
on drones in Taiwan’s Civil A viation Act came into force on March 31, 2020. A web-
based application system called the Drone Operations Management Information System 
went online at the same time. Furthermore, to maintain the safe operation of airports 
and detect illegal drone activity, the Taiwan CAA set up drone defense systems at 
various airports. The Taiwan CAA has also begun planning a next-generation air traffic 
control automation system to ensure its air traffic management system meets the future 
operational needs of the Taipei FIR. The aim of this is to contribute to greater regional 
and global navigation efficiency. Taiwan is willing to share its aviation experiences with 
other countries and hopes to learn about theirs to improve aviation safety.

Urging the international community to support Taiwan’s participation in ICAO
Taiwan’s call to be included in ICAO has been increasingly recognized by the 

international community. As an important stakeholder in the international aviation 
community, Taiwan takes seriously its responsibility to safeguard aviation safety. 
Participation in ICAO would allow Taiwan, together with all other countries, to contribute 
to the further development of global aviation and the well-being of all humankind.

For many years, the Taiwan CAA has maintained the highest standards of service and 
safety for the Taipei FIR. It has also worked hard to comply with ICAO’s Standards 
and Recommended Practices. ICAO chose the theme “reconnecting the world” for this 
year’s Assembly to promote a global aviation recovery. Now is the time for ICAO to 
reconnect with T aiwan. To further contribute to international civil aviation, the Taiwan 
CAA aspires to share its professional experiences and to participate in ICAO’s 41st 
Assembly meaningfully and professionally so as to help the world meet the ICAO goal 
of a seamless network for aviation safety.

a Ministry of Sustainable Development, Climate Change and Disaster Risk Management

POSITION DESCRIPTION
Position Title:  Results Based Management and Budgeting Specialist
Duty Station:  Ministry of Sustainable Development Climate Change 
   and Disaster Risk Management 
Posting Period:  One year Direct Supervisor: To Be Determined

Consultancy Objective:
The Ministry of Sustainable Development, Climate Change and Disaster Risk Management 

has sought the financial assistance from the Biodiversity Finance Initiative (BIOFIN) to identify 
an RBM Specialist to support the MSDCC&DRM and the Ministry of Finance and Economic 
Development in the development of frameworks and systems to improve and operationalize 
results-based planning, implementation, monitoring, and reporting across the Government of Belize.

Analysis of Position:
Overall Responsibilities:
1. Develop a work program to fulfil the deliverables of this ToR. 
2. Conduct a review of the Medium-Term Development Strategy (MTDS) and other relevant 
 national development strategies.
3. Conduct a review of the current budgeting processes and systems (institutional framework, 
 legal and administrative/operational processes, as well as stakeholders) 
4.  Conduct a review of reforms and efforts made to introduce elements of results-based 
 budgeting (including previous pilots, success and lessons learned).
5.  Conduct a review of the Government’s Public Sector Investment Programme, review 
 capital investment planning and budgeting processes with a view to improving 
 coordination between Finance and Economic Development. 
6.  Lead the development of a Results Based Framework, inclusive of a Monitoring and 
 Evaluation (M&E) framework. 
7.  Identify additional Ministries for the piloting of RBM and the implementation of a 
 monitoring and evaluation framework aligned with the MTDS and their relevant national 
 and strategic plans (target four to five). 
8.  Identify and document recommended workflow for mainstreaming and piloting of RBM 
 within the broader Government Service including the development of procedural manuals 
 and administrative guidelines and any other institutional mechanisms needed for effective 
 implementation.
9.  Assist in the preparation of annual monitoring and evaluation plans consistent with M&E 
 Framework within the pilot Ministries.
10.  Conduct a capacity assessment among Policy, Planning, Project, Finance Unit staff. 
11.  Organize capacity building training. 
12. Develop plans to enhance knowledge networking, sharing best practices and technical 
 expertise to the pilot ministries to foster an integrated approach. 
13.  Prepare periodic updates/briefings/presentations to the agencies involved to continuously 
 inform of progress as required by the supervisor. 

Expected Outputs:
The consultant is expected to work in close collaboration with counterparts in 

achieving the following expected outputs for this consultancy:
• Workplan and methodology for achieving task. 
• Results Based framework aligned to the strategic focus areas of the Plan Belize and 
 other guiding national strategies and plans. 
• Monitoring and evaluation framework aligned with the Plan Belize and other guiding 
 national strategies and plans. 
• Documentation of recommended workflow for mainstreaming and piloting 
• User and management friendly matrix for enabling a transition to RBM across the GOB.

*All products, final work and information shall be generated in hard and soft 
format described in this section.

Execution of this Terms of Reference requires an expert having one or more of 
the following qualifications:

Technical Qualifications – Academic/Training:
LEVEL:   AREA: 
Master’s Degree: __ X ___       Area of Study: Finance, Economics, Results Based Management, 
              Investment Management, or a closely related field
Doctorate Degree: _____  Area of Study: ______________________________

Skills, Experience and Qualifications Required:
1.  First Degree in Finance, Economics, or a closely related field, preferably with an
  environment/biodiversity focus with a minimum of five (5) years relevant work
  experience.
2.  At least five (5) years of experience in monitoring and evaluation, results-based 
 management.
3. Knowledge and experience in designing M&E systems and conducting evaluations. 
4.  Excellent writing and analytical skill in drafting concept notes and reports. 
5.  Strategic vision and strong technical and analytical capabilities. 
6.  Proficiency in both written and oral English.
7.  Strong leadership capability 
8. Strong interpersonal and communication skills 
9.  Knowledge of national governance framework is strongly desired 
10.  Ability to prepare publications, reports, and presentations 
11.  Ability to work with a multidisciplinary and multicultural team 
12.  Computer literacy particularly in Microsoft excel and access, word and ppt 
13.  Flexible and ability to prioritize a variety of complex evolving tasks

Application Requirements:
• Interested persons should submit a letter of expression of interest 
• The Letter of expression of interest should state monthly expected remuneration that 
 indicates the all-inclusive fixed total contract price. 
• Personal CV, indicating all experience from similar projects, as well as the contact details 
 (email and telephone number) of the candidate and at least two (2) professional 
 references. Qualified candidates should submit their application and financial proposals
  no later than September 30th, 2022, to:

Ministry of Sustainable Development, Climate Change & Disaster Risk Management 
Attn: National Biodiversity Office-Director 

Ground Floor Green Complex Building 
#2557 Hummingbird Highway 

Belmopan City, Belize
Telephone number 828-9055

Email address: biofin-belize@environment.gov.bz
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What happens in your brain while you sleep?
Our brains are complex and elaborate. They 

contain billions of neurons, don’t fully 
form until we reach age 25, and can generate 
around 25 watts of power — enough to illuminate 
a light bulb.

Scientists are constantly learning new 
information about how the brain functions, but 
what do we know about how this incredible organ 
operates during sleep? Is it a total mystery, or are 
there some things we know for sure?

Well, for one, we know it’s important. “Every 
animal on this planet that we have observed 
carefully has been shown to sleep — even fruit 
flies, roundworms, and jellyfish,” Dr. David 
Raizen, an associate professor of neurology at the 
University of Pennsylvania, told Live Science 
in an email. “Hence, sleep must be serving a 
very important function, which has led to its 
persistence throughout evolution.” 

“This is especially noteworthy because sleep 
incurs costs,” Raizen added. “Animals are 
vulnerable to predation during sleep and they are 
not productive — they do not forage for food, 
and they don’t reproduce.”

Research has found that we spend one-third 
of our lives either asleep or attempting to sleep. 
That means, if you live to age 76 (the average 
life expectancy in the U.S. in 2021, according to 
the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, 
you’ll likely spend around 25 years of your life 
sleeping.

When we don’t sleep well or often enough, 
“we function poorly,” Raizen said, adding that a 
person’s ability to think and operate effectively 
can be evident if sleep is disrupted for even one 
night. 

“Since the largest deficits of sleep deprivation 
are experienced by the brain, we think the 
brain is the main organ affected in human sleep 
deprivation,” Raizen said. “Sleep, therefore, must 
be very important for healthy brain function.”

According to the National Institute of 
Neurological Disorders and Stroke (NINDS), 
there are “two basic types of sleep: rapid eye 
movement (REM) sleep and non-REM sleep.” 
They are both associated with particular types 
of brain waves and specific neuronal activity. 
Non-REM sleep occurs as we move from being 
awake to being asleep, a time when our brain 
waves slow down. At the same time, our muscles 
start to relax, and breathing becomes slower than 
it is during the day. 

REM sleep, on the other hand, sees brain 
wave activity operate at a level very similar to 
wakefulness. Research has found that REM sleep 
constitutes between 20% to 25% of our sleeping 
time, and is when our dreams tend to be the most 
bizarre and implausible.

During REM sleep, which is when dreams are 
most active, the thalamus — a large mass of gray 
matter found in the middle of the brain — sends 
“images, sounds, and other sensations that fill 
our dreams,” according to NINDS. 

The neurotransmitter acetylcholine, a chemical 
that spikes during waking hours, is also strong 
during REM sleep, according to Johns Hopkins 
Medicine(opens in new tab). When you are 
awake, acetylcholine appears to help the brain 
keep information gathered, and it likely helps 
you remember this information while you sleep. 
That’s why studying just before bedtime and then 
“sleeping on it” can help you remember key facts 
the next day.

As we fall asleep, our brain experiences a 

pattern of brain waves known as “spine spindles,” 
which, according to the Sleep Foundation, are 
not fully understood, but are thought to “play a 
role in learning and integrating new memories.” 
Spine spindles may also play a role in ensuring 
we remain asleep even when our brains encounter 
outside stimuli.

During sleep, the brain even washes itself in 

a juicy blend of cerebrospinal fluid and blood, 
a 2019 study in the journal Science found. 
Understanding the nature of this wash cycle 
could help uncover new information about “age-
related impairments” as well as “a variety of 
neurological and psychological disorders that 
are frequently associated with disrupted sleep 
patterns, including autism and Alzheimer’s 
disease,” the researchers said in a statement.

During sleep, waves of oxygenated blood (red) 
and then cerebrospinal fluid (blue) wash over 
the brain.

During sleep, waves of oxygenated blood (red) 
and then cerebrospinal fluid (blue) wash over 
the brain.

Our brain keeps us alive when we are both 
asleep and awake, but according to Raizen, there 
are certain things the brain prefers to do after 
we drift off.

“There are some brain processes that are 
observed to preferentially occur during sleep,” 
Raizen said. “These include the secretion of 
growth hormone in humans, the clearance of 
waste metabolites [that build up during waking 
hours], changes in metabolism, and changes in 
the strength of communication between brain 
cells (neurons).”

A 2017 study in the journal Nature Medicine 
found that “sleep deprivation disrupts brain 
cells’ ability to communicate with each other,” 
which “leads to temporary mental lapses that 
affect memory and visual 
perception,” according 
to  a  s ta tement .  The 
study’s lead author, Dr. 
Itzhak Fried, a professor 
i n  r e s i d e n c e  a n d 
director of the Epilepsy 
Surgery Program at the 
University of California, 
Los Angeles, noted that 
“starving the body of 
sleep also robs neurons 

of the ability to function properly.”
This is a point supported by NINDS, which 

says “quality sleep is as essential to survival as 
food and water. Without sleep you can’t form or 
maintain the pathways in your brain that let you 
learn and create new memories, and it’s harder 
to concentrate and respond quickly.”

Although it’s clear that there’s a link between 

poor sleep and certain negative health outcomes 
— type 2 diabetes, cardiovascular disease, 
obesity and depression, to name just a few — 
Raizen said that some mystery remains around 
the nature of the relationship, and that it would 
be unwise to draw definitive conclusions based 
on the data currently available. 

“There are many observed poor health 
conditions that correlate to poor or reduced 
sleep,” he said, but “it is difficult to know 
whether poor sleep causes these problems. For 
example, it is feasible that very early dementia 
causes poor sleep, rather than vice versa.”

But all sleep is not equal, and its impact on our 
health can vary depending on the circumstances. 
So, while various studies have revealed that sleep 
plays a very necessary role in keeping humans 
healthy and is vital for adequate brain function, 
Raizen said, there are still many questions about 
sleep and its association with the brain that 
remain unanswered.

“Outside of the big question around why we 
sleep, there are many mysteries about how 
we sleep,” Raizen said. “What are the brain 
centers involved in initiation, maintenance 
and termination of sleep? What are the brain 
chemicals involved in this? How does the brain 
switch from rapid eye movement (REM) sleep 
to non-REM sleep?”

The only way to solve these puzzles, according 
to Raizen, is for scientists to conduct more 
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La s t  M o n d a y 
nurses nation-

wide rose up against 
our government spon-
taneously.  Their ac-
tions were not politi-
cally motivated.  No 
violence was involved.  
The nurses were dis-
gusted by the way they 
were being treated by 
government.  They 
disclosed that despite 
repeated complaints 
that they were not be-
ing paid their correct 
wages, that they were 
being grossly over 
worked, and that their 
hospitals chronically 
lacked essential medi-
cines and supplies, 
government has re-
fused to do anything to 
address their situation.

The actions of the 
nurses is neither sur-
prising nor unreason-
able.  The Covid-19 
Pandemic was a horrif-
ic ordeal for them.  For 
in excess of two years 
they stoically braved 
the personal dangers 
and the fears of the 
dreaded Covid-19 vi-
rus to faithfully serve 
their fellow Belizeans.  
They are now ask-
ing for no reward and 
only for justice and 
fair play.  And they 
are being ignored and 
pushed around.

Shortly after the 
nurses protest work-
ers at the state owned 
Development Finance 
Corporation staged a 
walk out in solidar-
ity with some of their 
fellow workers who 
were being retrenched.  
Such acts of protest 
will only multiply in 
the coming months.

The Briceño Admin-

istration, like every 
other administration 
which has governed 
our  count ry  s ince 
1981, lacks the vision, 
capacity, resources, 
integrity, ambition and 
the character to right 
the multifarious ills 
which currently ail our 
government and coun-
try. Such attributes 
are rarely encountered 
in small developing 
countries like ours.

The father of our 
nation, George Price, 
was unquestionably 
a wily politician.  He 
was hugely success-
ful at politics but his 
ability as a leader will 
long be debated. His 
equivocation in the 
face of the Guatemalan 
claim and in the face 
of the allegation of the 
British that he wanted 
to sell out our coun-
try” lock, stock and 
barrel,”  to Guatemala 
left an indelible stain 
on his image. It also 
contributed greatly to 
the rending asunder 
of the People’s United 
Party in the mid 1950’s 
as well as to the divi-
sion and weakening of 
our entire body politic 
ever since.  It has sty-
mied the development 
of our country. 

According to na-
tional hero and a co-
founder of the People’s 
United Party Phillip 
Go ldson ,  P r emie r 
Price rejected an of-
fer of development 
assistance from the 
British government 
Post 1964 after we had 
gained full Internal 
self-government, that 
was intended to make 
our colony the show 
case of all the British 
colonies in the Car-
ibbean.  And Price’s 

that period of time it 
has not manifested the 
slightest glimmer of a 
transformational plan 
of development for our 
country. In the interim, 
our country is becom-
ing more violent and 
more poor by the day.  
Fear and despair are 
soaring.  The national 
decline continues una-
bated.

The “Blu” Adminis-
tration is, if anything, 
even more self-serv-
ing, corrupt, trumpian, 
and devoid of vision 
and ambition than its 
predecessors.  Given 
the catastrophic eco-
nomic consequences 
of the Covid-19 Pan-
demic and the world-
w i d e  h e i g h t e n i n g 
apocalyptic impact of 
climate change, one 
would have thought 
that i t  would have 
sought, as a priority, 
to formulate a truly 
transformative plan 
of action to deal with 
the root cause of the 
endemic poverty and 
violence which are 
ravaging our popula-
tion. Instead, inexpe-
rienced, and wantonly 
irresponsible mem-
bers of the cabinet can 
be heard proudly and 
publicly spurning the 
only two large scale 
investment initiatives 
that hold forth some 
promise of extricating 
our country from the 
deepening pauperized 
state it is mired in.  Is 
it that these Ministers 
truly do not appreciate 
that only robust for-
eign direct investment 
can trigger the eco-
nomic change in for-
tune that our country 
so desperately needs at 
this time?  Investments 
from entities that are 
soundly capitalized, 
that boast cutting edge 
technology and which 
have proven experts 
at their helm and sol-
id markets for their 
products ,  generate 
both the jobs and the 
foreign exchange we 
so desperately need.  
The proposed Water-
loo investment in the 
Port and the proposed 
investment by Vulcan 
Materials down South 
are two such entities.  

Those two invest-
ments will ultimate-
ly be green-lighted: 
of that there can be 
no doubt!  There are 

Revolting Nurses
No Excuses

Shortly after the nurses protest workers at 
the state owned Development Finance Cor-
poration staged a walk out in solidarity with 
some of their fellow workers who were being 
retrenched.  Such acts of protest will only 
multiply in the coming months.

track record in induc-
ing Multi-National 
Corporation to invest 
in our country is truly 
dismal.  Present in-
dications are that his 
successors are now 
poised to reject two 
priceless opportunities 
for substantial invest-
ments into our country.  
History repeats itself!                                                                                

In the absence of 

honest, visionary, en-
lightened, patriotic 
and able leadership 
over the last forty one 
years, our public sec-
tor and an unaccepta-
bly large percentage of 
our Belizean citizenry 
languished in a per-
petual state of undera-
chievement, underde-
velopment, ignorance, 
and dependence.  All 
governmental institu-
tions, without excep-
tion, are decrepit.  All 
are tainted with the rot 
of corruption.

 This sad state of 
affairs is compounded 
by the huge annual fi-
nancial outlays which 
our government is ob-
ligated to make.  Be-
cause our government 
has never been without 
debt since we gained 
our political independ-
ence, debt servicing 
has inexorably eaten 
away at an ever in-
creasing portion of 
our national income.  
The catastrophic dam-
ages caused by climate 
change induced disas-
ters to our infrastruc-
ture, our agricultural 
sector and our tour-
ism sector severely 
reduced government’s 
revenue and simulta-
neously induced in-
ordinate government 
expenditure.  The hor-
rific and tragic conse-
quences of the HIV/
AIDS Pandemic and 
the Covid-19 Pan-
demic have stretched 
our health sector to 
the l imit and have 
severely tested our 
government’s capac-
ity to acquire essential 
vaccines, medications 
and other health re-

lated supplies.
Our government is 

virtually impotent in 
the face of world mar-
ket forces.  We have 
little capacity to con-
trol the high price of 
oil and the myriad im-
ports into our country 
annually.

Perhaps the greatest 
weakness of the par-
liamentary democracy 

which we practice here 
in Belize is that there 
is no minimum criteria 
or qualification for the 
office of politician.  
Virtually anyone can 
be elected an area rep-
resentative and cata-
pulted to the position 
of party leader, if not 
Prime Minister.  In-
deed, in both our lit-
tle country and in the 
mighty United States, 
the candidate who has 
access to the largest 
amount of money has 
the decided advan-
tage over the candidate 
who has less funds.  It 
matters not how ig-
norant that candidate 
may be, how devoid 
of character, or how 
unscrupulous, macu-
late and tarnished his 
reputation may be.

But ignorant, un-
scrupulous and disrep-
utable persons, have 
no business leading 
political parties or 
governing a nation.  
They may be able to 
buy political support 
or deceive the gullible 
into supporting them 
but such persons are 
bound to fail in their 
leadership quest and 
imperil their coun-
try and the occupants 
thereof.

It is nearing the sec-
ond anniversary of the 
election of P M Brice-
ño’s “Blu” slate of 
candidates into office.  
With an opposition 
party mortally locked 
in a supremely selfish 
and insane leadership 
struggle, the Briceño 
Administration has 
had a free rein to make 
its mark upon our so-
ciety. Regretfully, in 

CONTRIBUTED:
SEDI

personalities in the 
Briceño orbit who ap-
preciate the truly sub-
stantial returns that 
such projects can con-
fer upon their facilita-
tors and enablers. Fur-
thermore both those 
enterprises have the 
capacity to finance a 
UDP slate to victory in 
the next General Elec-
tions.  If the Briceño 
Administration turns 
them down, a UDP 
Administration will 
definitely give them 
the thumbs up!  And, 
these enterprises eas-
ily have the capacity 
and the will, if neces-
sary, to guarantee a 
victory at the polls for 
a UDP Administration 
at the next General 
Election.

If honestly, care-
fully and patrioti-
cally managed, the 
Port Project and the 
Mining Operation can 
become game chang-
ers for our country.  
Today aggregates are 
almost as scarce and 
as valuable as gold.  
And good Ports are 
indispensable for suc-
cessful trading inter-
nationally.  

If the Americans, 
the Russians and the 
Chinese, are able to 
safely and securely 
build huge research 
stations in outer space 
preparatory to send-
ing manned missions 
to Mars, surely we 
Belizeans can safely 
and securely preside 
over the construction 
of a Port and the min-
ing of stones.  The 
Romans, the Egyp-
tians and the Chinese, 
among others, mas-
tered those activities 
light years ago.  Are 
we so backward and 
foolish that we are 
incapable of success-
fully managing such 
operations in this the 
21st Century in which 
knowledge, exper-
tise and technology 
abound?

 Disclaimer: the 
opinions expressed 
by our columnists 
are theirs alone, and 
are not necessarily 
reflective of the news-
paper’s stance on the 
issues touched. We 
believe it is critical 
that our columnists 
be allowed freedom 
to generate discus-
sion through their 
expressions on any 
number of topics.
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Fun Facts! -
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Light as Air!
<<<>>>

Flightless Parrot?Leeches get a bad 
rap, but they’re actual-
ly pretty cool once you 
get to know them—
and we’re finding out 
more about them, even 
today. 

Not all leeches suck 
blood. Hematopha-
gous, or blood-feed-
ing, species are only 
one type of leech.  In 
North America, there 
are probably more 
freshwater leeches that 
don’t feed on blood 
than there are blood-
feeders .  And even 
among the hematopha-
gous species, there 
are not too many who 
are after you. Leeches 
can get pretty big. The 
giant Amazon leech 
(Haementeria ghilia-
nii) can grow up to 18 
inches and live up to 
20 years. And yes, this 
one’s a blood-feeder. 
Like all hematophago-
us species, H. ghilianii 
sticks its proboscis 
(which can be up to 
6 inches long) into a 
host, drinks its fill, and 
falls off. 

Leeches make good 
bait. There’s an entire 
leech industry to pro-
vide fishers with their 
bait. One year, weather 
conditions kept the 
leeches from show-
ing up in their typical 
habitats, which pre-

vented their collection 
and sale. 

Some leech species 
make surprisingly car-
ing parents. 

There’s  a  whole 
family of leeches that, 
when they lay their 
eggs, will cover them 
with their own bodies. 
They’ll lay the eggs, 
cover them with their 
bodies, and fan the 
eggs to prevent fungus 
or bacteria from get-
ting on them, and then 
when the eggs hatch, 
they will attach to the 
parent. They’re not 
feeding on the parent, 
just hanging on, and 
then when the parent 
leech goes to its next 
blood meal it’s car-
rying its offspring to 

Interesting leech facts!

its next blood meal. 
That’s  pret ty  pro-
found parental care, 
especially for inverte-
brates.

Leeches have suck-
ers on both ends of 
their body. Most spe-
cies have three jaws 
equipped with small, 
sharp teeth. Their teeth 
are even able to pierce 
thick skin of a hippo.

Leech has 32 brains. 
Due to similarity with 
the nervous system 
of humans, leeches 
are often used in the 
investigations of brain 
disorders.

Since they are able 
to eat a lot in a sin-
gle meal, leeches can 
survive without food 
period of one year.

A l t h o u g h  l e e c h 
pierces skin and sucks 
a  huge amount  of 
blood, process is not 
painful at all. Leech 
produces anesthetic 
which reduces the 
pain and allows un-
disturbed extraction 
of blood. Also, leech 
releases anticoagulant, 
called hirudin, which 
prevents blood coagu-
lation.

Both anticoagulant 
and anesthetic pro-
duced by leech are 
used in medicine for 
the  p roduc t ion  of 
drugs. Leeches are 
used for bloodletting 
in  medic ine .  This 
method is very old, 
dating back from 1000 
years B.C.

Have a wonderful day!
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By William Ysaguirre

Belizean teenagers have shown an alarming 
increase in deaths by accident,  by 

violence and attempted suicide over the past 
10 years, prompting the Ministry of Health 
and Wellness to launch its National Adolescent 
Health Strategy for the years 2019 – 2030, in 
anticipation of World Suicide Prevention Day 
which was observed on Saturday, September 
10. 

Director of Public Health and Wellness Dr 
Melissa Diaz-Musa launched the plan in the 
official ceremony at the Escuela Secundaria 
Tecnica Mexico in San Roman Village, 
Corozal on Friday morning, September 9, 
when simultaneous events were held in all 
other districts.     

The government considers the plan a high-
yield investment as children of the ages 10 to 
19 are a quarter of the population, numbering 
96,693 persons, at last count last year. But 
their mental health is clearly at risk as there 
were 422 cases of attempted suicide reported 
among the 15-19 years age group in the years 
2008 to 2017. Today’s teenagers confront 
many health challenges including overweight 
and obesity, sexually transmitted diseases, 
teenage pregnancy and early child marriages, 
gang violence, domestic abuse, other accidental 
injuries, drug abuse and other causes of mental 
depression.

The strategy is in line with the World Health 
Organization’s Global Accelerated Action for 
the Health of Adolescents, and all the UN 
organizations in Belize are partnering with 
MOHW to make this plan work.    

The aim is for all sectors of government 
and non-governmental agencies to partner to 

deliver quality services to completely meet and 
satisfy teenagers’ needs. This means making 
sure that every teen has a Social Security card, 
and that they are routinely screened to verify 
that they are vaccinated against diseases which 
vaccines can prevent, to detect disabilities and 
any problems in their mental health. 

Teens must also be assured that their future 
is not uncertain, and that they are properly 
informed of the opportunities available to 
them for them to earn an income when they 
leave school.

The plan also aims to educate teenagers to 
help them avoid obesity, early pregnancy, and 
other health risks by teaching them about health 
issues, their sexual and reproductive rights and 
to engage them in positive activities such as 
sports, which will help them enjoy a healthy 
lifestyle for years to come. Their parents must 
also be part of this education process.

The objective is to provide a safe and 
nurturing environment where young people may 
grow and develop a sense of belonging to their 
community.  This will offer opportunities for 
them to express themselves creatively and to 
connect with their family, classmates and others 
of their age group at church, in youth groups. 
The aim is to engage them in activities designed 
to prevent injuries violence and neglect.

The many different social services agencies 
will develop a single database which identifies 
and registers every teen who is at risk or living 
in poverty, who may be a victim of any kind 
of abuse or neglect, so that they may receive 
support from public health, justice and social 
welfare services.

The United Nations Development Program 
(UNDP), UN Children’s Education Fund 
(UNICEF), UN Population Fund  (UNFPA), 
the World Food Program (WFP), UN High 
Commission for Refugees, the International 
Organization for Migrants (IOM) and PAHO 
will partner with the ministries of Health, 
Education, Human Development, Youth and 
Sports to support and deliver this plan.

Similar launch ceremonies occurred at the 
Edward P. Yorke High School in Belize City, at 
San Pedro High, at Belmopan Comprehensive, 
Sacred Heart College, Ecumenical High, 
Orange Walk Technical High, and Julian Cho 
Technical.

MOHW targets Adolescent Health
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79 Belizeans 
awarded scholarships 

from OAS

By Britney Gordon

The Organization 
o f  A m e r i c a n 

S t a t e s  G e n e r a l 
Secre ta r ia t  (OAS/
G S )  h a s  a w a r d e d 
another 79 Belizean 
s t u d e n t s  w i t h 
s c h o l a r s h i p s  i n 
v a r i o u s  f i e l d s  o f 
s t udy  i n  t he  f i r s t 
semester of 2022.

T h e  O A S 
scholarship program 
has  been  gran t ing 
M a s t e r ’s  d e g r e e , 
Doctoral Degree and 
Graduate Research 
leading to university 
degree scholarships 
s i n c e  1 9 5 8  a n d 
i n  1 9 8 3  t h e y 
established the OAS 
Specia l  Car ibbean 
S c h o l a r s h i p s 
Program (SPECAF) 
w h e r e  t h e y  g r a n t 
s c h o l a r s h i p s  f o r 
the  las t  two years 
o f  u n d e rg r a d u a t e 
s tudies to ci t izens 
and residents of the 
E n g l i s h - s p e a k i n g 
C a r i b b e a n ,  a n d 
Suriname.

With  35 member 
countries, the OAS 
w o r k s  t o  d e c l a r e 
peace and justice, to 
promote solidarity, 
t o  s t r e n g t h e n 
collaboration, and to 
defend sovereignty, 
territorial integrity, 
and independence. 
S ince  becoming  a 
m e m b e r  i n  1 9 9 1 , 

Be l ize  has  p layed 
an active role in the 
O A S .  B e l i z e  h a s 
even participated in 
various committees 
a n d  s p e c i a l i z e d 
o r g a n i z a t i o n s 
t o  s t r e n g t h e n 
foreign policy and 
development agendas 
for the country.

T h r o u g h  i t s 
Partnerships Program 
for  Educat ion  and 
Tr a i n i n g  ( PA E C ) 
and the Professional 
D e v e l o p m e n t 
S c h o l a r s h i p s 
P r o g r a m  ( P D S P ) , 
the OAS offers other 
attractive scholarship 
o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r 
academic studies and 
short-term training 
c o u r s e s ,  w i t h  t h e 
support of its partner 
institutions.

T h e  a c a d e m i c 
f i e l d s  B e l i z e a n s 
s t u d e n t s  w e r e 
awarded scholarships 
inc luded  Bus iness 
A d m i n i s t r a t i o n , 
Project Management, 
E n v i r o n m e n t a l 
S t u d i e s ,  D i g i t a l 
Technologies ,  and 
Energy Conservation.

Dude to Covid-19 
restrictions in 2020, 
the OAS Scholarship 
program was  only 
a b l e  t o  o f f e r  a 
l imi ted number  of 
s c h o l a r s h i p s  f o r 
online undergraduate 
a n d  g r a d u a t e 
programs. 

The OAS provided close to 80 scholarships. 
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Freedom of the Press!
Regional media assoc.: Belizean media group 

should focus on protecting press freedoms
By Michelle Sutherland

Belizean media 
workers need to 

find a way overcome 
d i f f e r e n c e s  a n d 
unify via a formal 
media  assoc ia t ion 
t o  d e f e n d  p r e s s 
freedoms, President 
of the Association 
of Caribbean Media 
Wo r k e r s  ( A C M ) 
N a z i m a  R a g h u b i r 
advised in a recent 
interview with The 
Reporter. 

R a g h u b i r  u r g e d 
that local journalists 
need to understand 
the power of having 
a general  unifying 
voice to represent 
them when i ssues 
arise, especially as 
it relates to securing 
a n d  e n s u r i n g  t h e 
freedom of press and 
capacity building for 
journalists.

“The media workers 
need to decide who 

this  associat ion is 
going to represent. 
. . .  At  the  Guyana 
Press  Associat ion, 
we promote issues 
relating to freedom of 
the press, and freedom 
of expression,  and 
we highlight issues 
when  i t  comes  to 
the treatment of our 
w o r k e r s  a n d  a n y 
issues that we feel 
we should advocate 
o n  t h e i r  b e h a l f , ” 
Raghubir shared.

R a g h u b i r  a l s o 
advised that media 
w o r k e r s  n e e d  t o 
o v e r c o m e  t h e 
d i f f e r e n c e s  t h a t 
have prevented the 
f o r m a t i o n  o f  a n 
actual Belizean media 
association. Over the 
years, there have been 
mu l t i p l e  a t t emp t s 
at forming such an 
o rg a n i z a t i o n ,  b u t 
reasons cited for those 
failures often include 
political interference 

as well as the presence 
o f  p e r s o n s  w i t h 
di fferent  in teres ts 
o p e r a t i n g  i n  t h e 
field and personality 
differences. Raghubir 
underscored that those 
issues are not unique 
to  Be l i ze  bu t  a re 
present in many other 
countries as well.

P lus  TV’s  Louis 
Wa d e ,  s p e a k i n g 
with The Reporter 
p r e v i o u s l y ,  h a d 
a lso  c i ted  s imi lar 

impediments to the 
creation of a local 
media association in 
the country. Wade had 
also suggested that 
there needs to be two 
separate associations: 
one that looks after the 
needs of journalists 
and the other to look 
af ter  the needs of 
media owners. 

The need for the 
separation, according 
to Wade, is that the 
I n f r i n g e m e n t  o f 

rights or abuse can 
c o m e  b o t h  f r o m 
within media houses 
themselves or from 
the private or public 
sector. 

Raghubir likewise 
spoke to the need 
for the two groups. 
“Media companies 
getting involved is 
a different kettle of 
f i sh  compared  t o 
media workers and 
journal is ts  having 
an association,” she 
advised. 

For her part ,  the 
A C M  p r e s i d e n t 
likewise stressed that 
media professionals 
need to realize the 
i m p o r t a n c e  o f  a 
free press as well 
as understand that 
freedom and ethics 
a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h 
journal ism should 
be paramount in the 
field and should be 
the basis on which to 
form an association. 

In terms of timing, 
Raghubir opined that 
the  media  ent i t ies 
should move posthaste. 
“In developing a media 
association, I think 
the time is ripe for 
Belize,” she shared. 

T h e  A s s o c i a t i o n 
o f  C a r i b b e a n 
M e d i a W o r k e r s 
( A C M ) ,  l e d  b y 
R a g h u b i r ,  a n d 
e s t a b l i s h e d  i n 
Barbados in 2001 is 
a large network of 
journa l i s t s ,  media 
workers, and media 
associations spanning 
the Caribbean Basin.

In the context of 
t he  Guyana  P res s 
Association, Raghubir 
explained that they 
only represent media 
w o r k e r s ,  w h i c h 
represent people that 
earn  90% of  thei r 
income directly from 
news gathering. These 
include journalists, 
videographers, and 
photographers.
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House Speaker confirms amendment to 
correct repeated absences underway

By Michelle Sutherland

Speaker  of  the 
House of Repre-

sentatives Hon. Valerie 
Woods has told the Re-
porter that, as presiding 
officer, she would like 
to see the repeated ab-
sence of elected mem-
bers of the House be 
“corrected,” through an 
amendment to standing 
orders 84.

This week the House 
Speaker confirmed 
with the Reporter that 
Standing Orders 84 
of the House of Rep-
resentatives, which 
addresses absence by 
members have already 
been flagged and will 
be addressed prior to 
the start of the New 
Year. This according 
to Woods will be car-
ried out by way of 
an overall review of 
the standing orders 
which are currently 
being conducted by the 
Commonwealth Parlia-
mentary Association in 
conjunction with other 
local parliamentarians.

Woods agreed with 
our newsroom that she 
has seen repeated ab-
sences by certain mem-
bers of the House and 
that she does not see 
it as something to be 
proud of. She pointed 
out that members of the 
House of Representa-
tives are elected by 
their constituencies to 
represent them and that 
the only way that that 
can be achieved is if 
members actually show 
up for house meetings 
and do their jobs.

“As the presiding 

officer with respect to 
parliamentary democ-
racy and open parlia-
ment of course I would 
have liked to have a 
robust debate as well 
as the participation of 
all members as much 
as possible. I would 
also want the persons 
who were elected to 
represent their areas 
and they can only do 
so confidently and re-
sponsibly when they 
show up to these meet-
ings. And so of course 
any presiding officer 
would like to see that 
corrected,” Woods told 
our newsroom.

While Standing Or-
ders 84 dictates that a 
member shall vacate 
his or her seat if they 
are absent for more 
than six consecutive 
sittings occurring dur-
ing the same period or 
within a period of not 
longer than three calen-
dar months, Woods ex-
plained that in this case 
the law cannot be ap-
plied to those members 
such Queen Square 
member Denise Bar-
row. She pointed out 
that the Sitting of the 
House of Representa-
tives would only occur 
once per month as is 
and so there is no way 
that six consecutive 
meetings would occur 
within the prescribed 
3-month time frame.

The House Speaker 
further added that the 
Standing Orders are 
outdated, especially 
in this instance and 
thus are in dire need of 

amendment so that they 
can be modernized to 
serve a more effective 
purpose.

“Well as the presid-
ing officer, I do cer-
tainly hope that there 
would be conscious 
among the working 
group that this par-
ticular Standing Order 
should be stricter,” said 
Woods. She also re-
vealed that while the 
particular Standing 
Order will be revised 
along with the others 
she said that it could 
have been done inde-
pendently by way of a 
motion from the House 
Committee in charge of 
the Standing Orders.

The Commonwealth 
Parliamentary Asso-
ciation (CPA), by way 
of a Memorandum of 
Understanding (MOU) 
and in line with good 
governance and par-
liamentary democracy 
is carrying out a revi-
sion of both Standing 
Orders for the Sen-
ate and the House of 

Representatives. The 
exercise started late last 
year and is expected to 
be completed by the 
beginning of the New 
Year.

The exercise will 
look at establishing an 
orientation handbook 
as well as a code of 
conduct, a revision of 
the standing orders, a 

review of the admin-
istration of the par-
liament (behind the 
scenes), and the estab-
lishment of a women in 
parliament group.

Queen Square Area Representative Denise "Sistah B" Barrow has made it a practice to be absent from meetings. 

Mexico celebrates “Grito” 
of Independence 

By William Ysaguirre

Th e  E m b a s s y 
o f  Mex ico  in 

Belize celebrated the 
212th  anniversa ry 
of the “Grito”, the 
cry for freedom that 
launched Mexico’s 
revolutionary war for 
independence from 
Spain, with a cultural 
r e c e p t i o n  a t  t h e 
Institute of Mexico 
in  Be l i ze  C i ty  on 
Wednesday evening, 
September 14.     

P r i m e  M i n i s t e r 
Hon. John Briceño 
and Special Envoy for 
Families and Children 
Mrs. Rossana Briceño 

were the guests of 
honor, as the Folkloric 
Ballet  of Quintana 
Roo performed the 
traditional dances of 
the states of Guerrero 
and Veracruz.

T h e  I n s t i t u t e ’ s 
d i r e c t o r  A l b e r t o 
Salamanca described 
how on the night of 
September 15, 1810, 
t he  p r i e s t  Migue l 
Hidalgo y Costi l la 
called on the Mexican 
people to fight for 
their independence, 
when he f reed the 
p r i s o n e r s  i n  t h e 
t o w n  o f  D o l o r e s 
and locked up the 
Spanish authorities. 
History is uncertain 
if the cry was actually 
sounded in the dawn 
o f  S e p t e m b e r  1 6 , 
1810. 

F a t h e r  H i d a l g o 
was  cap tu red  and 
e x e c u t e d  i n  J u l y 
1811, and many other 
h e r o e s ,  i n c l u d i n g 
José María Morelos 
y  P a v ó n ,  J o s e f a 
Ortiz de Domínguez, 
L e o n a  V i c a r i o , 

I g n a c i o  A l l e n d e , 
Ignacio Aldama and 
Mariano Matamoros 
would sacrifice their 
lives in the long and 
b loody war  which 
l a s t e d  1 1  y e a r s . 
The  revo lu t ionary 
struggle only ended 
w h e n  M e x i c o 
achieved its freedom 
from Spanish rule, 
when  the  Span i sh 
Vi c e r o y  J u a n  d e 
O'Donojú signed the 
Treaty of  Córdoba 
c e d i n g  S p a i n ’ s 
c o n t r o l  o v e r  t h e 
Viceroyalty of New 
Spain in August 1821. 
Pres iden t  Por f i r io 
D i a z  f o r m e d  t h e 
first government of 
the new republic on 
September 27, 1821. 

Mexico celebrates 
Independence Day 
on  Sep tember  16 , 
but the Embassy of 
Mexico in Belize has 
traditionally joined 
the other embassies 
of Central America 
in Belize in a joint 
c e l e b r a t i o n  o n 
September 15.  

 PM Briceno and Folkloric Ballet troupe of 
Quintana Roo
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“People only have as 
much liberty as they 
have the intelligence to 
want and the courage to 
take.” –Enna Goldman 

Queen Elizabeth II 
was born on April 

21, 1926 as Elizabeth 
A l e x a n d r a  M a r y 
Windsor. She died on 
September 8, 2022 at the 
age of 96. Her parents 
were Queen Elizabeth 
I and King George VI.

 Elizabeth became 
Queen Elizabeth II 
on February 6, 1952. 
She was only 26 years. 
Elizabeth’s reign lasted 
70 years until  her 
passing. That made 

Elizabeth II the long 
serving monarch in the 
history of Britain.

 At the time of her 
death Queen Elizabeth 
II was the Queen of the 
United Kingdom and 
fifteen Commonwealth 
countries including 
Belize. At the height 
of its power the British 
Empire  control led 
so  many co lonies 
worldwide that the sun 
never set on it. 

 Queen Elizabeth 
II was the wife of 
Prince Philip Duke 
of Edinburgh (1947- 
2021). The couple had 
four children including 
Charles III, the new 
monarch and King.

 The reign of Queen 
Elizabeth II began 
approximately two 
years after of 1950 
w h e n  n a t i o n a l i s t 
leaders George Price, 
Philip Godson, Leigh 
R i c h a r d s o n ,  a n d 

By Hon. Gilroy Usher

The British Monarchy : The Good, the 
Terrible , and the Unknown

others formed the 
People’s Committee 
which emerged into 
the People’s United 
Party. The nationalists 
denounced British 
colonialism and its 
exploitation of the 
people and resources 
of the country and 
demand independence 
from the motherland. 

 For centuries United 
Kingdom has been one 

of the most advanced, 
developed, and powerful 
countries in the world. 

 Nevertheless, as 
colonizers, the British 
did a host of things to 
ensure easy exploitation 
of the people and natural 
resources of the country. 
They  d iscouraged 
investments that would 
have created hundreds 
of jobs in the land to 
ensure a steady source 
of cheap labour for their 
extraction of timber with 
our ancestors as slaves. 

 The United Kingdom 
denied us education and 
knowledge. Nothing 

was done to develop our 
education system. They 
built no high school, 
sixth form or university 
for the country. Just as 
bad the U.K. ensured 
our dependence on the 
motherland for food. 
In achieving that they 
promoted importation 
of food and discouraged 
agriculture production. 

 The British also 
denied our people 
access to knowledge. 
They allowed only one 
radio station which 
they controlled until we 
won self-government 
in 1964. 

 They made no effort 
to keep the people 
informed with access 
to television, and they 
granted absolutely no 
broadcasting license 
to any individual or 
company. 

 Under the reign of 
previous monarchs and 
later Queen Elizabeth II, 

the United Kingdom also 
did a few good things 
for Belize previously 
British Honduras.

  They recognized 
Belize as a British 
colony in 1862 and 
ensured its survival 
despite several attempts 
by Spain to drive the 
British Buccaneers out 
of the land. Had the 
Spaniards succeeded 
in that aggression there 
would probably be 
no English-speaking 
country of Belize as we 
know it today. Had the 
Spaniards succeeded in 
defeating the British, 
the land we call home 
would probably be a 
S p a n i s h - s p e a k i n g 
republic like Guatemala 
and the other countries 
in Central American 
that were conquered by 
Spain. 

 We must be thankful to 
the United Kingdom for 
publicly guaranteeing 
our security before 
independence  and 
i n d i r e c t l y  p o s t 

independence due to 
Guatemala’s unfounded 
claim to our land and 
repeated threats to take 
it by force before the 
matter was taken to the 
ICJ for a court ruling and 
final settlement. 

 The United Kingdom 
also deserves credit 
for our Westminster 
system of democracy 
a n d  e x c e p t i o n a l 
Civil Service. Both 
institutions continue to 
serve the nation well. 

 The U.K. is also 
responsible for our long 
history of stability. Under 
the U.K. we learned to 
settle differences at the 
negotiating table or in 
the courts instead of with 
guns and bullets and 
the violent overthrow 
of the government as 
was the history in many 
countries in Central 
and South America for 
centuries. 

 Queen Elizabeth II 

visited Belize twice in 
1985 and 1994 when 
M a n u a l  E s q u i v e l 
was Prime Minister. 
In support for the 
motherland as well as 
due to promises of a 
better life, hundreds 
of Belizeans enlisted 
in the UK’s army and 
fought for Britain in 
World War I (1914-
1918) and World War 
II (1939- 1945). On 
their return home, the 
British reneged on their 
promises for a better 
life for those, who 
had risked everything 
for the Empire. That 
unbelievable betrayal 
led to riots in the country. 

 With the death of 
Q u e e n  E l i z a b e t h 
I I ,  a  n u m b e r  o f 
C o m m o n w e a l t h 
c o u n t r i e s  a r e 
considering the holding 
of referendums to 
determine whether 
they should remain 

as members of the 
Commonwealth and 
keep King Charles III, 
the new head of the 
monarchy, on their 
currency or whether they 
should remove the head 
of the monarch from 
their money and assert 
their full independence 
from the U.K. 

 Many persons support 
the latter view ,because 
the United Kingdom 
became wealthy by 
enslaving their ancestors 
for free labour and in 
the process are guilty of 
massacres ,rape ,massive 
theft of precious natural 
resources ,and the 
displacing of people 
from their original lands. 

 Whether  Bel ize 
remove the head of 
the monarchy from its 
currency or not will have 
no affect on the value of 
the Belize dollar ,since 
it’s pegged 2 -1 to the 
US dollar. 

 Monday September 
19th ,has been declared a 
public and bank holiday 
to mourn the passing of 
Queen Elizabeth II as 
she is laid to rest in the 
motherland ,England /
United Kingdom. 

 After our constitution 
is changed to recognize 
King Charles III as the 
new head of the British 
monarchy , it will be 
up to each individual 
Belizean whether he /
she says , “Away with 
the King” or “Long live 
the King.” 

Disc la imer:  the 
opinions expressed 
by our columnists are 
theirs alone, and are not 
necessarily reflective 
of the newspaper’s 
stance on the issues 
touched. We believe 
it is critical that our 
columnists be allowed 
freedom to generate 
discussion through 
their expressions on 
any number of topics.

With the death of Queen Elizabeth II, a number of Commonwealth 
countries are considering the holding of referendums to determine 
whether they should remain as members of the Commonwealth and 
keep King Charles III, the new head of the monarchy, on their currency 
or whether they should remove the head of the monarch from their 
money and assert their full independence from the U.K. 

NOTICE OF COMMENCED DISSOLUTION
Logic Investments Limited

(“the Company”)
“Notice is hereby given to all interested parties that Logic Investments Limited 

a Company incorporated under the IBC Act of Belize commenced dissolution 
on 14th September 2022.

And
Mr. Jaufre Rouanet, of Office 610, Opal Tower, Business Bay, Dubai- United 

Arab Emirates, P.O. Box 416634 Dubai is the liquidator of the company.

Frontier International Business Services Limited
Registered Agent 

NOTICE OF COMMENCED DISSOLUTION
MHD Consultants Limited

(“the Company”)
“Notice is hereby given to all interested parties that MHD Consultants Limited 

a Company incorporated under the IBC Act of Belize commenced dissolution 
on 09th September 2022.

And
Mr. Jaufre Rouanet, of Office 901, Al Saqr Tower, Sheikh Zayed Road, 

Dubai- United Arab Emirates is the liquidator of the company.

Frontier International Business Services Limited
Registered Agent 

NOTICE OF COMMENCED DISSOLUTION
Notice is hereby given to all interested parties that the company

VIVERNO LIMITED
(“the Company”) incorporated under the IBC Act of Belize commenced 

dissolution on the 05th day of August 2022; and Grice Arthurs Joseph of 
No 2 ACC, 27 Charl Street IFAFI, Hartbeespoort 0216, is the Liquidator of 
the Company, and any claims against the Company should be forwarded to the 
Liquidator by 30 days from commencement. 

Alpha Consulting (Belize) Ltd.
Registered Agent
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Human Rights violations on the rise worldwide 
Contributed By  The Human Rights Commission

Human Rights is not at all new to Belize. The 
Human Rights Commission was founded in 

1987 and continues to stand today. 
The topic is not widely discussed and there is much 

work to do for human rights defenders to advance 
the promotion and protection of human rights in the 
country. Still, the work is ongoing as human rights 
violations continue to affect many across the nation, 
which is perpetrated by persons in all sectors of our 
society who are meant to serve and/or protect the 
people. 

The issue is not isolated to Belize. In fact, human 
rights defenders and watch groups, including the 
UN, report that human rights violations and violence 
are on an alarming rise globally. The Acting High 
Commissioner for Human Rights, Nada al-Nashif, 
stated, during the fifty-first regular session of the 
Human Rights Council in Geneva which started 
this week on September 12 and is to run to October 
7th, that there is a growing desperation of millions 
of people who are entrapped in a cycle of human 
rights violations, violence and political instability 
in dozens of countries globally. 

The worsening of human rights violations in Africa 
was highlighted along with the appalling levels of 
violence and human rights violations by heavily 
armed gangs in Haiti. Also highlighted was China’s 
incarceration of more than a million Uyghur and 
other Muslim minorities in so-called vocational 
centres. Additionally, Al-Nashif spoke of the war in 
Ukraine noting that it holds serious socio-economic 

consequences if not stopped and which is already 
resulting in severe fuel shortages and threats to food 
security in some of the word’s poorest countries. The 
latter should spark some interest on the subject in 
readers since the cost of living is on a constant rise 
in Belize over the last years. 

Another report supports the statement of rising 
human rights violations. This week, the UN released 
a new report in which it highlights that forced labour 
and marriage have increased significantly over the last 
five years. The report, Global Estimates of Modern 
Slavery, published by the International Labour 
Organization (ILO), International Organization for 
Migration (IOM) and international human rights 
group Walk Free, indicates that 10 million more 
people were in modern slavery in 2021 compared 
to 2016 global estimates, with women and children 
remaining disproportionately vulnerable.

The total 2021 estimates show that 50 million 
people were living in modern slavery – 28 million in 
forced labour and 22 million in forced marriages. “It 
is shocking that the situation of modern slavery is not 
improving,” said ILO Director-General Guy Ryder, 
who added that “Nothing can justify the persistence 
of this fundamental abuse of human rights”.

There is also concern over government decisions 
being made closer to home. The United Nations 
Human Rights Office of the High Commissioner is 
concerned over the decision by Mexico’s Congress 
to give control of the National Guard to the Ministry 
of National Defence, noting it as a setback to public 
security grounded in human rights. 

“The reforms effectively leave Mexico without a 

federal civilian police force, further cementing the 
already prominent role of the armed forces in public 
security in Mexico. Human rights mechanisms have 
clearly stated that armed forces should only intervene 
in public security temporarily, in exceptional 
circumstances, as a matter of last resort, and always 
under effective supervision by independent civilian 
bodies,” said Nada Al-Nashif, Acting UN High 
Commissioner for Human Rights on September 9th 
in Geneva. 

She added that “Law enforcement agencies 
should be subordinate to civilian authorities. It is 
worrying that the approved reforms do not include 
any provision to ensure civilian oversight of the 
Defence Ministry, which raises additional human 
rights concerns, including on accountability”.

The Human Rights Council is the premier body 
within the United Nations responsible for addressing 
human rights violations, including the right to 
freedom of opinion and expression. The fifty-first 
regular session continues with other reports and 
interactive dialogues on various human rights matters 
in the days ahead. The Council will take action on 
draft decisions and resolutions on 6 and 7 October, 
and will also appoint a number of Special Procedure 
mandate holders before closing the session. 

Disclaimer: the opinions expressed by our 
columnists are theirs alone, and are not necessarily 
reflective of the newspaper’s stance on the 
issues touched. We believe it is critical that our 
columnists be allowed freedom to generate 
discussion through their expressions on any 
number of topics.
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