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Past and Present Foreign Ministers: 
Referendum on Pact of Bogotá not needed

Former Foreign Minister Wilfred "Sedi" ElringtonFormer Foreign Minister Wilfred "Sedi" Elrington Foreign Minister Eamon CourtenayForeign Minister Eamon Courtenay

Unacceptable, Unfair!!
PSU says doubling of CEO's Entertainment Allowance is ‘Insulting’

PSU President Dean FlowersPSU President Dean Flowers

By Michelle Sutherland

It seems that a leaked 
Memo originating 

f r o m  C a b i n e t 
S e c r e t a r y  S t u a r t 
Les l i e ,  i n fo rming 

that  CEO's  Living 
and Enter tainment 
Allowance have been 
doubled from $750 
to $1500 might be 
the Proverbial Straw 
that will break the 

Public Service Union 
(PSU)'s back as they 
are now demanding 
the immediate un-
seizing and return of 
members increment.

Late on Thursday 
evening,  President 
o f  t he  P S U  D ean 
F l o w e r s  h o s t e d  a 
Zoom conference with 
the media in which 
he indicated that the 
announcement that 
CEO's entertainment 
allowance has been 
doubled, while Public 
Officers continue to 
have their increment 
frozen, is insulting, 
unacceptable and a 
downright slap in the 
face for hard-working 

Pg. 2

Pg. 3

National Kriol Council invited 
to Constitution Commission

 Marilyn Garvin, Interim President of the  Marilyn Garvin, Interim President of the 
National Kriol CouncilNational Kriol Council

By Michelle Sutherland

The the National 
Kriol Council has 

finally been given a 
formal invitation to sit on 
the People’s Constitution 
Commission (PCC), and 
similar to the Young 
Leaders Alliance of 
Belize (YLAB), are 
waiting for it to become 
official by way of 

regulation.
On Thursday, Interim 

President of the National 
Kriol Council Marilyn 
Garvin confirmed that 
the reports of being 
added to the PCC are 
in fact true and that the 
group has received their 
official invitation on 
Tuesday, October 25th, 

Pg. 2

KHMH staff: Working conditions the worst ever
Tensions ran high at 

the Karl Heusner 
Memorial Hospital 
(KHMH), with the 
hospital’s Workers Union 
saying that working 
conditions within the 
hospital are so bad, 
they are contemplating 
industrial action. 

The KHMH Workers’ 

KHMH Workers' Union say things have never been this bad.KHMH Workers' Union say things have never been this bad.Pg. 4
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Murmurs of a resurrected claim from 
the Republic of Honduras to the 
Sapodilla Cayes in southern Belize 

arise from the false idea that the southernmost 
islands of the Sapodilla range are closer to the 
coast of Honduras than they are to the coast 
of Belize.

A look at any map will show the southernmost 
islands of the Sapodilla Range as being 
almost equi-distant from the northern coast 
of Honduras and the east coast of Belize.  

If ownership were to be determined by 
nearness to the mainland, maybe Honduras 
would have a chance at claiming one or two 
from this archipelago of some 20 tiny islands. 
But proximity is not the only criterion used 
to determine ownership. There are many ICJ 
rulings which illustrate the principle of the 
law. 

 History and tradition play an essential 
role, and Honduras has never exercised any 
ownership or influence over any of these 
islands. 

They have always been a part of British 
Honduras, now the independent Nation of 
Belize.

This newspaper recalls that once, when 
a sitting President of Honduras paid an 
official visit to Belize during the early years 
of Prime Minister Said Musa’s government, 
The Reporter asked the President about his 
country’s claim.

He replied that Honduras was and has 
always been respectful of every country’s 
sovereignty, but that there were elements in 
his country’s Congress which had raised the 
prospect of a claim.

The recent murmurs appear to be more of 
the same. 

They do not appear to be anything official 
coming from the Government of President 
Xiomara Castro. But Belize is right in taking 
them seriously.

Belize does not have a boundary treaty with 
Honduras as we do with Guatemala, though 
our two countries have always been friendly.  
But in today’s age of machismo, where the 
Russian Federation is waging a war over the 
sovereign territory of Ukraine, and China 
is threatening to take Taiwan by force, and 
Russia is claiming Alaska as her own, more 
and more adventurism is to be expected.

But let’s not blow this thing out of proportion. 
We don’t need to go into crisis mode to deal 
with this new hiccup. 

We believe that the Briceño government 
is on the right track in wanting to squelch 
these murmurs by taking the matter for the 
International Court of Justice. There may be 
more than one way to do this, but the simpler 
route appears to be as a member of the Bogotá 
Pact. 

The Bogotá Pact is a 1948 treaty in which 
the countries of Central and South America 
pledge to settle all disputes by peaceful 
means. Both Guatemala and Honduras are 
subscribers to this pact, along with the United 
States and 18 other countries of Central and 
South America.

Since Belize is not a member of the Bogotá 
Pact, we will need to apply for membership. If 
Belize is admitted, we would find it easier to 
deal with this re-emerging claim by Honduras. 

If the claim to the Sapodillas can be disposed 
of as a side issue attached to the substantive 
dispute with Guatemala, it would be a path 
worth exploring. It would perhaps delay our 
ICJ case which is already well advanced. But 
this is a delay that we in Belize can live with.

If we can kill two birds with one stone, that’s 
the thing to do!

Unacceptable, Unfair!!...
Cont’d from pg. 1

p u b l i c  o f f i c e r s 
across the country.

“It is unacceptable 
tha t  we are  be ing 
used as the sacrificial 
lamb so that others 
can continue to live 
good. We are putting 
together a  plan of 
action and we will 
be meeting with our 
membership to get 
their response. We 
will  be demanding 
that our increment 
be unfrozen and so 
let this be a warning 
to the Government 
and a call to public 
officers that we will 
be coming to you as 
members and to the 
Government that we 
will be coming to you 
to get back what is 
ours. It is unfair that 
we will continue to be 
used this way. For us, 
at the PSU, we have 
had enough and we 
must make a stand,” 
warned Flowers.

As the bargaining 
agent for over 15,000 
p u b l i c  o f f i c e r s , 

Flowers said that the 
PSU is upset at the 
economic injustice 
that is being displayed 
against its members 
so  tha t  “po l i t i ca l 
appointees” of the 
g o v e r n m e n t  c a n 
c o n t i n u e  t o  l i v e 
l av i sh ly.  F lower s 
pointed out that the 
additional $750 dollars 
i n  e n t e r t a i n m e n t 
allowance for CEO’s 
is separate from all 
the other allowances 
such as telephone, 
and vehicle allowance 
as well as thousands 
of dollars in other 
allowances that they 
are  pr ivy  to  on  a 
monthly basis.

Flowers reiterated 
that none of the current 
CEOs had made any 
sacrifice under the 
austerity measures 
that were introduced 
under  the  Barrow 
Administration since 
they had not been 
elected into office. 
T h a t  a g r e e m e n t 
under  the  Barrow 
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n , 
according to Flowers, 

which was made in 
April 2020 included 
that public officers 
would sacrifice their 
i n c r e m e n t ,  w h i l e 
c o n t r a c t  o f f i c e r s 
would take a 10% cut 
on their contract and 
CEO's a 50% slash 
o n  t h e i r  h o u s i n g 
and  en te r ta inment 
allowance. This was 
all done as part of the 
austerity measures at 
the time in an effort to 
allow the government 
some form of financial 
space while they were 
r e b o u n d i n g  f r o m 
the  e ffec t s  o f  the 
pandemic.

“When the Briceño 
Administration took 
office in November 
2020, the austerity 
m e a s u r e s  w e r e 
e x t e n d e d …  t h e y 
s t rong armed 10% 
from public officers 
without their consent, 
and in July 2022, the 
GOB returned the 10% 
that they had taken by 
force. Please bear in 
mind that when the 
new set of CEOs took 
office in November 

2020, none of them 
took any pay cut, so 
none of them made 
any sacrifice to the 
economic recovery of 
this country. In fact, 
in 2021, we learned 
that they would not be 
suffering a pay cut, or 
any form of economic 
cu ts  because  they 
were classified as the 
‘special animals’ in 
this animal farm. If it is 
that CEOs can get back 
what was never taken 
from them, then the 
PSU can demand the 
immediate unseizing 
of our increment,” 
argued Flowers.

The circular dated 
September 8th, with 
a retroactive effect 
dating back to July 
1st, 2020, was sent by 
the Cabinet Secretary 
out of the Office of 
the Prime Minister. 
On Thursday, via a 
call to KREM WUB 
Morning Vibes Show, 
Flowers said that the 
reason cited for the 
increase was in an 
effort to assist CEOs to 
cope with the current 
inflation. 

National Kriol Council invited 
to Constitution Commission

Cont’d from pg. 1
for them to attend the 

PCC's official launch, 
scheduled for November 
14th, 2022.

G a v i n  t o l d  T h e 
Reporter, “Despite the 
mishaps along the way 
the Council 's main 
concern now is to fairly 
represent our people. 
The Kriol people have a 
long history of working 
and fighting for their 
voices to be heard, 
therefore, it's only fair 
that they are getting that 
opportunity through the 
council and through this 
process.”

Gavin  re i te ra ted 
that  the Counci l ' s 
main focus is simple. 
It includes assisting in 
the development and 
creation of economic 
o p p o r t u n i t y  a n d 
empowerment, and 
ensuring the continued 
cultural safeguarding 
and retention of the 
Kriol culture through 
all means possible.

Another group that 
is excited about being 
given a seat on the PCC 
is the Young Leaders 
Alliance of Belize 
(YLAB) which has a 

representation of over 
300 youths from across 
the Country. YLAB's 
founder, Berisford Codd, 
also confirmed with our 
newsroom that they had 
gotten their invitation on 
October 18th and that 
their two representatives 
are eagerly awaiting the 
upcoming launch. 

Codd told us that 
YLAB had made every 
effort possible to ensure 
their inclusion in the 
process by attending 
the House Committee 
meeting when the Bill 
was read for the first 
time, in an effort to make 
a case for inclusion, and 
even attended a follow-
up meeting with the 
Good Governance Unit.

“Inclusion in the 
commit tee  for  me 
and my organization 
means that Youth, as a 
constituent body, will 
have a voice throughout 
the process of changing 
our Constitution for the 
better. We will have a 
rallying call to youth 
around the country 
to be involved in the 
democratic process 
b e t w e e n  e l e c t i o n 
cycles, oftentimes cited 
as a major critique of 

Belizeans in general 
with respect to politics. 
This, however, must not 
be taken as the end of the 
process, but it must be a 
call to our youth that the 
work has just begun and 
that we must continue 
to come to the table as 
development partners 
in our nation's social 
and political economy. 
In doing so, we must 
be ready to table our 
researched proposals 
that will add to the 
vibrancy of processes 

that we are a part of,” 
explained Codd.

The Kriol Council 
made headlines a couple 
of weeks ago after they 
had publicly revealed 
that they were being 
denied a place on the 
PCC, despite their efforts 
to be included. The 
council had argued that it 
was of great importance 
tha t  pe r sons  who 
identified themselves as 
Kriols living in Belize 
be included in such an 
important process.
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CLASSIFIED ADS
FOR RENT: TWO-person apartment - located at the corner West and Allenby Streets, 

southside Belize City. Single bedroom,spacious living room and kitchen. Secure with concrete 
walls and floor. Hot and cold water & Internet. Electricity and water are separate. Kitchen sink 
installed. $400.00 a month with payment in advance. Call 672-4454 or 227- 2503 for more 
details or for viewing opportunity.

FOR RENT: Two person apartment at corner West and Basra Streets, Belize City. 
Single bedroom, small living room and kitchen. Ground floor, secure with concrete walls and 
floor. Hot and cold water. Kitchen sink installed. $400.00 a month with payment in advance. 
Call 672-4454 or 227-2503 for more details or for viewing opportunity.

VACANCY: Vacancies exists for Warehouse Assistant at Cosmetic Corner. And for a 
Female Cook (Indian Cuisine) for staff.  Please Call : 227-0145.

NOTICE: Be it known that PROLAT TRADING COMPANY S.A., a Belize Interna-
tional Business Company, is in dissolution, effective 6 October 2022.  The liquidator for said 
Company is Ricardo Enrique Zubieta Arias, Panama City, Panama.

 Global Formations and Management Ltd.
NOTICE: Be it known that LATINAMERICAN SUPPLIERS CORP., a Belize Interna-

tional Business Company, is in dissolution, effective 6 October 2022.  The liquidator for said 
Company is Ricardo Enrique Zubieta Arias, Panama City, Panama.

Global Formations and Management Ltd.

Notice of Dissolution 

Notice is hereby given that 
S O N R I D G E  H O L D I N G S 
LIMITED has been dissolved and 
struck off the International Business 
Companies Register with effect 
from 25th October, 2022. 
 

Interconsult Belize Limited 
Registered Agent

Past and Present Foreign Ministers: 
Referendum on Pact of Bogotá not needed

By Michelle Sutherland

The Opposit ion 
has called for 

a referendum on the 
Pact of Bogotá given 
its link to the Belize-
Guatemala Dispute, 
b u t  b o t h  f o r m e r 
and current Foreign 
A ff a i r s  M i n i s t e r s 
say a referendum is  
unnecessary.

Former  At torney 
General and Foreign 
A f f a i r s  M i n i s t e r 
W i l f r e d  “ S e d i ” 
Elrington told The 
Reporter  Thursday 
t h a t  t h e  P a c t  o f 
Bogotá (official ly, 
t h e  A m e r i c a n 
Trea ty  on  Pac i f i c 
Settlement) is simply 
a multilateral compact 
among countries in 
the Americas that is 
aimed at “pacifically” 
s e t t l i n g  d i s p u t e s 
among signatories. 
Elrington opined that 
such a function is 
consistent with what 
the Belizean people 
a l r e a d y  a p p r o v e d 
in the International 
Court of Justice (ICJ) 
referendum, held in 
2019. 

C u r r e n t  F o r e i g n 
Affairs Minister Hon. 
Eamon  Cour t enay 
explained that 2019 
referendum charged 
the Government of 
Belize with the duty 
of bringing the Belize-

G u a t e m a l a  c l a i m 
to an end, and the 
ratification of the Pact 
of Bogotá is merely a 
step in the execution of 
that overall mandate. 

Courtenay, speaking 
i t  t h e  S e n a t e  o n 
Monday, said: 

“ S i n c e  1 9 8 2 , 
H o n d u r a s  h a s 
included a claim to 
the Sapodilla Cayes 
in its Constitution. 
We do believe that 
the Honduran claim is 
credible. Because both 
Belize and Guatemala 
claim the Sapodillas 
in our ICJ case, [and] 
which said cayes are 
claimed by Honduras 
in its Constitution, it 
is our understanding 
that Honduras will feel 
obliged to intervene in 
the Belize-Guatemala 
case now before the 
ICJ to assert its claim.” 

Governed by legal 
advice ,  Cour tenay 
e x p l a i n e d  t h e 
government of Belize 
h a d  e n g a g e d  i n 
negotiations with the 
Honduran government 
to settle the claim. 
“Regre t tab ly,  [ the 
negotiat ions]  have 
not been successful,” 
Courtenay lamented. 
“If ,  as  we bel ieve 
is likely, Honduras 
applies to intervene 
in the case now before 

the Court, it is likely 
to affect the Belize 
Guatemala case.”

He also explained 
tha t  once  the  ICJ 
becomes aware  of 
Honduras’ position, 
there is the strong 
possibility that “the 
Court will not delimit 
the maritime areas 
that appertain to the 
Sapodillas. Therefore, 
leaving unresolved 
a large part of our 
Maritime entitlement.”

The Foreign Minister 
would go on to explain 
that such an occurrence 
could even hinder 
the Court’s judgment 
between Belize and 
Guatemala. “Indeed, 
the ICJ may decide 
not to pronounce on 
sovereignty over the 
sapodillas as well as 
even as between Belize 
and Guatemala,” said 
Courtenay. 

I t  is  the concern 
about the Court not 
pronouncing on this 
aspect of the Belize-
Guatemala case that 
leads  both  former 
F o r e i g n  M i n i s t e r 
Elrington and present 
F o r e i g n  M i n i s t e r 
Courtenay to share 
the  v iew tha t  the 
signing onto the Pact 
of Bogotá is consistent 
with the mandate the 
Government of Belize 
received f rom the 

Belizean people via 
the 2019 Referendum. 

Readers may recall 
that the Referendum 
q u e s t i o n  w a s  a s 
follows: 

“Do you agree that 
any legal claim of 
Guatemala against 
Belize relating to land 
and insular territories 
and to any maritime 
areas pertaining to 
these territories should 
be submitted to the 
International Court 
of Justice for final 
settlement and that 
it determine finally 
the boundaries of the 
respective territories 
a n d  a r e a s  o f  t h e 
Parties?”

F o r  h i s  p a r t , 
E l r i n g t o n  o p i n e d 
that it makes perfect 
sense to do all that is 
necessary—including 
signing onto the Pact 
of Bogotá—to ensure 
t h a t  t h e  m a n d a t e 
to settle “any legal 
claim of Guatemala … 
relating to … insular 
territories” is fulfilled 
by the Government of 
Belize. In his view, this 
Pact is just another step 
in protecting Belize’s 
insular interests, as the 
Sapodillas constitute a 
range of islands found 
in the southernmost 
tip of Belize’s Barrier 
Reef. 

While the Special 
Agreement between 
Belize and Guatemala 
is undoubtedly of a 
narrower, bilateral 
s c o p e  t h a n  t h e 
multilateral nature of 
the Pact of Bogotá, both 
instruments share in a 
single, core objective: 
That is, to provide 
a  f r a m e w o r k  f o r 
peaceful settlements 
of disputes.

The Opposition’s 

Call for Referendum
U n l i k e  t h e  t w o 

foreign ministers, the 
United Democratic 
Party (UDP)’s official 
position is that the 
ra t i f ica t ion of  the 
Pact of Bogotá should 
have f i rs t  gone to 
referendum. 

“Thirteen unelected 
[Sena to r s ]  canno t 
decide for four hundred 
thousand Belizeans 
whether or not we 
go the International 
C o u r t s  o f  J u s t i c e 
(ICJ) to settle a claim 
on our territory by a 
foreign country,” the 
UDP declared via a 
press release issued 
after Monday’s Senate 
meeting. 

T h e  U D P  a l s o 
went on to not only 
condemn the PUP but 
also the social partner 
senators for what they 
claim is “usurping 
Belizean rights to self-
determination,” and 
turning their backs on 
democracy by voting 
to go to the ICJ to settle 
a “dormant Honduran 
cla im without  any 
attempt to consult the 
Belizean people.”

The UDP press release 
also stated, “Appointed 
parliamentarians have 
no moral authority 
t o  s c o f f  a t  t h e 
Opposition’s call for 
public consultation and 
referendum on a matter 
that will put Belize’s 
territory on the line. 
… The UDP’s position 
on the Pact [of] Bogotá 
i s  tha t  i t  must  be 
taken to the Belizean 
people to decide in a 
referendum.” 

P e y r e f i t t e  a l s o 
accused the social 
p a r t n e r  S e n a t o r s 
o f  h a v i n g  h a d 
foreknowledge of the 
motion, which he says 
he was only made 
aware  o f  Monday 
morning before the 
Senate meeting.

“The way the social 
partners responded 
in the senate…was 

extremely shameful,” 
he  op ined .  “They 
clearly knew that that 
matter was coming 
to the senate before 
8:20 Monday morning. 
They clearly had a 
discussion and they 
knew that that matter 
was coming and they 
had time to prepare 
their responses that 
seem to be very similar 
to me.” 

What is the Pact of 
Bogotá? 

Officially known as 
the American Treaty 
on Pacific Settlement, 
the Pact of Bogotá was 
signed in April 1948. 

The  mul t i l a t e ra l 
t r e a t y  m a n d a t e s 
signatories to pursue 
“peace fu l ”  means 
of settling disputes, 
with first preference 
b e i n g  p l a c e d  o n 
exhausting regional 
d ispute-se t t lement 
mechanisms before 
escalating matters to 
United Nations bodies. 

Article 32 of the Pact 
of Bogotá states: 

“When conciliation 
procedure previously 
es tabl i shed in  the 
present treaty or by 
a g r e e m e n t  o f  t h e 
parties does not lead 
to a solution, and the 
said parties have not 
agreed upon an arbitral 
procedure, either of 
them shall be entitled 
to have recourse to the 
International Court of 
Justice.” 

The Pact also states 
in Article 31: 

“ T h e  H i g h 
Contracting Parties 
d e c l a r e  t h a t  t h e y 
recognize, in relation 
to any other American 
State, the jurisdiction 
o f  t h e  C o u r t  a s 
compulsory ipso facto, 
without the necessity of 
any special agreement 
so long as the present 
Treaty is in force, in all 
disputes of a juridical 
nature that arise among 
them concerning…
a n y  q u e s t i o n  o f 
international law.”



Page 4         Sunday, October 30th, 2022   THE REPORTER

Taiwan to expand economic relations with Belize
By: Lisbeth Ayuso The island of San Pedro will soon benefit from 

a new hospital, confirmed Alexander Tah-
Ray Yui, the vice minister of Foreign Affairs, to a 
group of 25 journalists in Taipei, Taiwan last week.

Belize was represented in the group and when 
asked about future projects between both countries, 
Vice Minister Yui stated that the Economic 
Cooperation Agreement (ECA) which was signed 
by both countries in September of 2020 had finally 
seen its way through congress in October, paving 
the way for mutual exports and a state-of-the-art 
hospital facility in San Pedro, Ambergris Caye.

The new hospital will be fully funded by Taiwan, 
via a US$16.8 million grant.  The hospital will be 
a 45-bed, 28,000 square foot facility, providing 
primary and secondary care services. Yui explained 
that medical and construction supervisory expertise 
would be provided by Taiwan, but that construction 
would be carried out by Belizean companies. 

In July, a Taiwanese commerce delegation 
visited Belize to open discussions and outline 
trade parameters for Belizean products to enter 
the Taiwanese market.  High on their interest list 
were sugar and seafood.  Discussions outlined 
market demand quantities and quality and transport 

regulations. Currently most of Taiwan’s seafood 
is sourced from Caribbean countries, and Belize 
now has the opportunity to expand its market. 
According to Vice Minister Yui, all products 
entering Taiwan under the current ECA, will enjoy 
tax free status and preferential treatment.

The original ECA signed in 2020 listed beef, 
pork, chicken, lobster, juices, and sugar as items 
of interest. In return, the ECA grants preferential 
tariffs for Taiwan’s products to Belize, such as 
flat-rolled steels, brakes and cycle parts, and tools 
like screwdrivers, pliers, and wrenches.

The agreement also provides financial and 
technical assistance from Taiwan to Belize to 
develop institutional and technical capacities 
involved in the trade. These areas will include 
plant and animal health standards and technical 
regulations.

Belize is among a handful of Caribbean 
Community (CARICOM) countries that enjoy 
diplomatic relations with Taiwan which China 
regards as a renegade province and who has urged 
countries to adopt the One China policy.

Belize established and maintained diplomatic 
relations with Taiwan since 1989.Vice Minister Alexander Tah-Ray Yui

KHMH staff: Working conditions the worst ever
Cont’d from pg. 1
Union (“the Union”) 

held a press conference 
on Wednesday, which 
the union's executive 
described as a “cry for 
help," as they outlined a 
number of issues including 
the fact that basic supplies 
and equipment that are 
essential for the delivery 
of patient care are not 
available. 

S t a f f  m e m b e r s , 
according to the Union, 
have been forced to pay 
for items such as gloves 
and surgical tape out of 
pocket to do their jobs. 
They also listed several 
other challenges, which 
include the lack of hazard 
allowance for medical 
staff, and the matter of 
the non-functional CT 
scanner that has been 
out of commission for 
approximately a decade. 
The union also raised 
concerns regarding the 
income tax being levied 
on severance pay for those 
leaving the KHMH, the 
lack of a pension for 
hospital staff, and the leaks 
in the hospital roof which 
they say have reached a 
critical point and could 
collapse on a patient at 
any time. 

The Union’s President 
Andrew Baird gave 
a specific example of 
the equipment used to 
resuscitate patients, 
explaining that the bags 
used in the procedure 
come in sizes for babies, 
older children, and adults, 
but the availability of the 
supplies has reached the 
point where staff had to 
use a child's bag in an 
attempt to resuscitate an 
adult. Baird said that the 

situation has frustrated 
staff members to the point 
where the hospital has 
seen mass resignations 
over the past year.

"I know staff [members] 
that have been working at 
the KHMHM before it 
became what it is today, 
and they all say that this is 
the worst the KHMH has 
ever been," Baird said. 

Baird explained that the 
Union had reached out to 
Minister of Health and 
Wellness Kevin Bernard 
asking for a meeting to 
discuss pertinent issues, 
but on two occasions 
the meetings were 
postponed, moving from 
early September to mid-
November.

"But by the time the 
minister comes back from 
wherever he goes, Karl 
Heusner will fall," Baird 
added. 

In response to the 
union's press conference, 
CEO of the KHMH 
Chandra Cansino held a 
briefing of her own shortly 
after. Cansino made it 
clear that the hospital's 
management does not 
want to fight with the 
union and noted that some 
of the union's concerns 
were, in fact, outside of 

the management's control.
"We are here to work 

with the union. We do not 
want them as an adversary; 
we want them as a partner," 
Cansino said. "Yes we 
were caught blindsided 
by the actions and that's 
regretful but that does not 
mean we are in any way 
pursuing an adversarial 
relationship with the union 
because we need them and 
they need us."

Cansino said that as it 
pertains to the issue of 
supplies, the hospital 
authority is working with 
the Ministry of Health and 
Wellness (MOHW) to get 
the essentials; however, 
quantities and consistency 
of supply are a recurring 
concern due to a number 
of factors including global 
shortages stemming by 
the COVID-19 pandemic, 
increases in freight cost, a 
number of items on the 
tender list for the MOHW 
being unavailable, and an 
inability of the hospital 
authority to purchase 
supplies on its own due to 
a lack of funds. 

Cansino said that the 
collections department 
of the KHMH is offering 
incentives for people 
to pay their arrears and 

receive a discount, and also 
noted that staff members 
who have spent their own 
money on supplies can 
discuss reimbursement 
wi th  the  hosp i ta l 
authority. Cansino did 
note, however, that with 
regard to tax deductions on 
severance pay, a legislative 
change would be required 
as such payments are 
taxable and the KHMH 
is required by law, to 
make such deductions. 
She also contended that 
the hospital roof, despite 
the leaks, is not at a point 
where patients are in any 
imminent danger.

Minister of Health and 
Wellness Kevin Bernard 
has since commented on 
the issue saying that some 
of the Union's concerns 
need to be addressed by the 
Ministry of Finance. With 
respect to the availability of 
supplies, Bernard said that 
some of the frustrations are 
with the tender system, a 
process that the ministry 
inherited from the previous 
administration. 

"Tenders were submitted 
and then after its lengthy 
process and signing in 
late August suppliers 
then have another three 
months to start to ensure 

that deliveries are made. 
Now was that the process 
that we implemented? 
No, that’s a process that 
I found that was already 
in the pipeline. What has 
happened is that this has 
happened even before my 
time and even before my 
predecessor’s time there 
had been challenges with 
the whole tender process," 
Bernard said. 

Bernard maintains that 
the Ministry is doing its 
best not only to address 
the issues but to refine the 
tender process to ensure 
more timely delivery of 
supplies. 

KHMH CEO Chandra Cansino
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National One Health platform launched
By William Ysaguirre

 Min. Hon. Kevin Bernard (center left) and Min.Hon. Jose Mai (center right) sign agrement with PAHO and BAHA.

NOTICE OF COMMENCED DISSOLUTION
ZORG INVESTMENTS LIMITED

(“the Company”)
“Notice is hereby given to all interested parties that ZORG 

INVESTMENTS LIMITED; A Company incorporated under the IBC 
Act of Belize commenced dissolution on October 17th, 2022.

And
Vadym Mykolaienko of Sergiya Shishka Street. Bld.33, Nosivka City, 

l7100 Ukraine, is the liquidator of the company.

Frontier International Business Services Limited
Registered Agent 

The health of hu-
mans, agricul-

ture and the environ-
ment are inextricably 
linked and depend on 
each other, a correla-
tion acknowledged 
b y  t h e  N a t i o n a l 
“One  Hea l th”  on-
line platform for Be-
lize, which the Pan 
American Health Or-
ganization (PAHO) 
and the World Health 
Organization (WHO) 
launched at the Best 
We s t e r n  B i l t m o r e 
Plaza Hotel in Be-
lize City on Wednes-
day morning, Octo-
ber 26.

The Ministries of 
H e a l t h  a n d  We l l -
n e s s ,  A g r i c u l t u r e 
a n d  F o o d  S e c u r i -
ty, Sustainable De-
velopment, Climate 
Change and Disas-
t e r  R i sk  Manage -
ment have partnered 
w i t h  PA H O / W H O 
in this initiative to 
fight the spread of 
d isease  across  in-
ternational borders, 
for which pathogens 
have achieved great-
er mobility through 
insect vectors that 
have extended their 

range as a result of 
Climate Change. 

Hea l th  Min i s t e r 
Hon. Kevin Bernard 
a n d  A g r i c u l t u r e 
M i n i s t e r  H o n . 
Jose Abelardo Mai 
s i g n e d  a  p a r t n e r -
ship agreement with 
PAHO Bel ize  rep-
resentative Dr No-
reen Jack and Belize 
Agricultural Health 
Authority (BAHA)’s 
Managing Director 
Francisco Gutierrez 
to work together.

The need for cross 
a g e n c y  c o o p e r a -
tion was highlighted 
by recent concerns 
regarding avian in-
fluenza that can af-
fect poultry farms.

The greatest con-
cern for researchers 
like Rebecca Poul-
son of the Univer-
sity of Georgia, vi-
rologist Luis Mon-
cla of the University 
of Pennsylvania at 
P h i l a d e l p h i a  a n d 
wildl i fe  genet icis t 

Andy Ramey of the 
U.S. Geological Sur-
vey Alaska Science 
Center  in  Anchor-
age is that the HPAI 
strain of the virus has 
been detected even 
in mammals such as 
seals ,  bobcats  and 
skunks, though it has 
not yet been shown 
that one mammal can 
infect another. 

As happened with 
the  COVID-19 vi-
rus, where repeated 
reproduction led to 
new  mu ta t i ons  o f 
more virulent strains, 
the virus could con-
ceivably mutate into 
a strain that may in-
fect humans. Cases 
of avian flu affect-
i n g  h u m a n s  h a v e 
been rare,  even in 
Europe where fre-
quent outbreaks have 
increased the chance 
for humans to be in-
fected, and research-
ers  hope the virus 

will not evolve into a 
strain that can infect 
humans,  but  Poul-
son says, “We don’t 
know.”

Warmer  t emper-
atures and cl imate 
c h a n g e  h a v e  p r e -
sented a host of new 
health challenges for 
Belizeans, explained 
senior climatologist 
Shanea Young of the 
Nat ional  Meteoro-
logical Service. Heat 
stress can pose prob-
lems for patients with 
hear t  d isease .  Ex-
treme weather events 
can disrupt food and 
water supplies, lead-
ing to malnutrition, 
diarrhoea, and poor 
water quality which 
can cause cholera, 
leptospirosis and al-
gal blooms. Environ-
mental degradation 
has also forced peo-
ple in other lands to 
migrate and become 
c l i m a t e  r e f u g e e s , 
d r iv ing  them in to 
conflict with the peo-
ple in the new lands 
where they sought 
refuge.

T h e  c o m b i n a -
tion of rainfall and 
warmth can lead to 
a  p ro l i f e r a t i on  o f 
anopheles and aedes 
aegypti mosquitoes, 
which carry malar-
ia, dengue, chikun-
gunya, Zika which 
can cause encepha-
litis in fetuses and 

West Nile virus, as 
well ticks which can 
s p r e a d  Ly m e  d i s -
ease. The Belize Vec-
tor Ecology Center 
is tracking all such 
vec to r s  w i th  geo -
graphic mapping, ex-
plained BVEC man-
ager Alvaro Cruz.

C l i m a t e  c h a n g e 
has  a l so  impacted 
agricultural health, 
giving rise to more 
insect  pests  which 
damage crops, while 
BAHA seeks to con-
trol the use of pes-
ticides to avoid the 
mutation of insects 
which are resistant 
to pesticides. In the 
same way, the Min-
istry of Health must 
control  the  use  of 
antibiotics, to avoid 
the mutation of new 
s t r a ins  o f  d i sease 
which are resistant 
to all antibiotics.

The last 100 years 
has seen the rise of 
several new zoonot-
i c  d i seases  wh ich 
can spread from ani-
mals to humans, eg. 
SARS, COVID-19, 
Ebola, avian influ-
enza, that require a 
cross-agency coop-
eration and a sharing 
of information which 
the One Health plat-
form will make eas-
ier to do, explained 
public health inspec-
tor John Bodden.
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Caribbean spotlighting region's number one cause of death
By Britney Gordon

Taking a stand, 
the Caribbean 

Public Health Agency 
( C A R P H A )  h e l d 
the first-ever annual 
C a r i b b e a n  N o n -
communicable Disease 
(NCD),  Nutr i t ion , 
Mental Health Focal 
Points Review, and 
Capaci ty  Bui lding 
Meeting to address 
the Caribbean’s long-
fought battle against 
NCDs.

F o r  y e a r s ,  t h e 
Caribbean has watched 
the  p reva lence  o f 
diabetes, high blood 
pressure, cancer, and 
other NCDs claim the 
lives of thousands, 
wi th  hyper tens ion 
cementing itself as 
the primary cause of 
death across the region. 
According to the World 
Health Organization 
(WHO), NCDs are 
significantly higher 
than the global average 
of 70 percent.

Ta k i n g  p l a c e  i n 
Kingston, Jamaica, 
i t  was  funded  by 
C A R P H A ,  t h e 
Agence Française de 
Développement (AFD), 
the  Pan American 
Health Organization 

(PAHO/WHO), and the 
International Agency 
for Research on Cancer 
(IARC)’s Caribbean 
Cancer Registry Hub. 
There  was  a l so  a 
virtual conference that 
was held last month 
from September 13 to 
14, both functioning 
u n d e r  t h e  t h e m e 
“Moving from Data to 
Information for Action 
on NCDs” 

An  ove rv i ew  o f 
g l o b a l ,  r e g i o n a l , 
a n d  s u b - r e g i o n a l 
commi tmen t s  and 
t a r g e t s  f o r  t h e 
p r e v e n t i o n  a n d 
control of NCDs was 
discussed as well as 
promising strategies to 
support national NCD 
programs, including 
cancer surveillance 
a n d  f o o d  a n d 
nutrition surveillance 
systems. Additionally, 
pa r t i c ipan t s  we re 
ab le  to  beg in  the 
development of action 
p l a n s  t o  s u p p o r t 
r e p o r t i n g  t o  t h e 
regional surveillance 
system and conducted 
a business meeting 
of the Focal Points 
Network.

Regional Director 
f o r  t h e  A t l a n t i c 

Region Marc Dubernet 
declared that AFD 
and CARPHA signed 
their first financing 
ag reemen t  o f  1 . 5 
m i l l i o n  E u r o s  t o 
strengthen regional 
c o o p e r a t i o n  a n d 
promote regional public 
assets mobilization of 
expertise from French 
overseas territories 
which share the same 
vulnerabilities.

Dean Chambliss , 
t h e  s u b r e g i o n a l 
program director of 
PAHO and  WHO, 
remarked that in order 
to address NCDs, a 
two-pronged approach 
must be enacted. The 
implementat ion of 
public policies that 
directly address the 
risk factors through 
legislation, regulation, 
a n d  h e a l t h f u l 

economic incentives, 
a n d  e m p o w e r i n g 
individuals to make 
hea l t hy  dec i s i ons 
about their personal 
behavior and lifestyles 
and those of  their 
families. “Both of these 
require the collection 
and analysis of data to 
develop evidence that 
will inform the fight 
against NCDs in the 
Caribbean.”

“Non-communicable 
diseases have been 
a  burden to  us  in 
CARICOM for far 
too long. It is time to 
act effectively, time 
to fight, and time to 
safeguard the lives 
of current and future 
g e n e r a t i o n s  f r o m 
this heavy burden,” 
r emarked  Dr.  Joy 
St. John, Executive 
Director of CARPHA.
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Market demand drives up Food 
Prices, cost of living up 7.1%

By William Ysaguirre

The law of supply 
a n d  d e m a n d 

will  determine the 
local price of beef, 
chicken,  f ish,  and 
other food staples, 
a ff i rmed Minis te r 
of Agriculture and 
Food Security Hon. 
Jose Abelardo Mai 
at the Biltmore Hotel 
in  Bel ize  Ci ty  on 
Wednesday, October 
26. 

The price of all these 
commodit ies  have 
gone up, leading to a 
7.1 percent national 
inflation rate, which 
Statistical Institute 
of Belize published 
on Wednesday along 

with the Consumer 
Price Index (CPI), 
which was 112.0 last 
month, up from 104.6 

in September 2021. 
In the past, the price 

of local plantation 
w h i t e  s u g a r  w a s 

Minister of Agriculture and Food Security 
Hon. Jose Mai

maintained a 10 cents 
per pound, subsidized 
by raw sugar exports 
wh ich  f e t ched  10 
times that price on 
world markets, but 
the government of 
Belize has no plans 
to implement similar 
subsidies to control 
the  pr ice  of  other 
meat protein sources 
which have found 
export markets, Mai 
said. Belizeans will 
have to match the 
price that fishermen, 
farmers and cat t le 
ranchers are getting 
for their products on 
the export market. 
The government did 
offer consumers some 
relief against higher 

flour prices, with 25 
cents per loaf subsidy 
on bread, but bakers 
complained that  i t 
took several months 
for the subsidy to kick 
in.

The SIB reports that 
ground beef has gone 
up 9.4 percent from 
$5.54 to $6.06 per 
pound over the past 
year, and the price 
of beef steak, which 
was $4.00 per pound 
a  decade ago,  had 
increased to $8.30 
in September 2021 
and went up to $8.93 
last month. Mai noted 
happily that Belizean 
cattle ranchers stand 
to cash in on a bonanza 
of higher beef prices 
in the United States, as 
high grain prices have 
forced US ranchers 
to cull their herds. 
The U.S. is buying up 
Mexican beef, with 
a cascade effect of 
increasing Mexico’s 
demand for Belizean 
beef. Belizeans will 
have  to  expec t  to 
pay higher prices for 
good quality, grain fed 
beef, Mai said, as the 
cost of corn has gone 
up, along with other 
inputs.

C o n c h ,  l o b s t e r 
and fish have also 
increased in  pr ice 
as fishermen found 
export markets, and 
lobster is now a luxury 
item at over $30 per 
pound. Even finned 
fish has gone up from 
$6.94/lb a year ago, to 
$7.86/lb last month, a 
13.3percent increase.

Ch icken  i s  now, 
s u p p o s e d l y  t h e 
cheapest source of 
meat protein,  is  at 
$3.04 per pound, a 4.1 
percent increase over a 
year ago, due to higher 
input costs for animal 
feed, the SIB reports. 

Eggs which were 29 
cents each a year ago, 
went up 33.6 percent 
to 39 cents each.

Bel izean  poul t ry 
producers are now 
looking to  expand 
production to export to 
the CARICOM Single 
M a r k e t  E c o n o m y. 
Mai  sa id  Bel izean 
consumers may take 
some comfort  that 
the  expor t  marke t 
may not lead to any 
significant increase 
in local prices. Other 
CARICOM countries 
import a lot of chicken 

from the U.S.,  the 
largest world producer 
of poultry, which can 
achieve economies 
of scale which Belize 
producers can’t match. 
The U.S. price for 
chicken is currently 
USD$3.30 per kilo, or 
USD$1.50/lb.                                                                                                                                          

Higher fuel prices, 
27 percent more, were 
the prime driver of 
inflation, increasing 
transportation costs by 
20 percent. Premium 
gasoline went from 
$11 .85  per  ga l lon 
last year to $16.89 
last  month.  Diesel 
jumped from $10.70 
to $13.52, and regular 
gasoline went from 
$11.46,  to $13.54. 
This drove up fares 
for taxis, buses and 
international flights 
by 19.9 percent, and 
new cars  cos t  6 .1 
percent more. Butane 
went up 11.1 percent, 
from $124.07 for a 
100lb cylinder last 
year, to $137.88.

Food prices went up 
9.4 percent compared 
to  a  yea r  ago ,  a s 
staples like rice rose 
14.1 percent,  from 
$1.37 to  $1.57/ lb , 
Irish potatoes went up 
35.6 percent to $2.76 
per pound, and flour 
increased  by  17 .4 
percent to $1.26/lb. 

Vegetable cooking 
oi l  increased 35.7 
percent, from $4.35 
per liter to $5.91/lt. 
Watermelons went 
from 59 cents to 82 
c e n t s  p e r  p o u n d , 
and pineapples went 
u p  1 7  p e r c e n t  t o 
$1 .45/ lb .  Bananas 
went up by one cent 
each, while oranges 
r e m a i n e d  s t a b l e . 
Onions increased by 
19.6 percent to $2.72/
lb ,  swee t  peppers 
cost $4.70/lb – 10.1 
percent more than a 
year ago, and tomato 
went up 15.6 percent 
to $3.31 per pound.                                                

Natural milk cost 5.5 
percent more at $3.09/
liter, while coconut 
milk went up 14.7 
percent from $3.50 to 
$4.01 for 400 mls. Soy 
sauce went up 15.4 
percent to $5.70 for 
a 10-ounce bottle, up 
from $4.94 a year ago. 

On the plus side, 
red kidney beans got 
fractionally cheaper 
at $1.93/lb, and black 
beans fell to $2.04/lb. 
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WTO, Caribbean Development Bank strengthen 
efforts to help small businesses trade globally

By WTO

Th e  W TO  a n d 
the Caribbean 

Development Bank 
(CDB) signed today 
( 2 5  O c t o b e r )  a 
M e m o r a n d u m  o f 
U n d e r s t a n d i n g  t o 
strengthen cooperation 
b e t w e e n  t h e  t w o 
organizations, with the 
aim of improving the 
capacity of key WTO 
members to benefit from 
international trade. The 
MoU was signed by 
WTO Director-General 
Ngozi Okonjo-Iweala 
and CDB President Dr 
Gene Leon.

Through the MoU, 
both organizations 
agree to collaborate on 
trade-related technical 
assistance and trade 
c a p a c i t y - b u i l d i n g 
efforts targeted at both 
Caribbean and non-
Caribbean countries.

DG Okonjo-Iweala 
said: “The MOU aims 
to deliver specific 
things for the benefit of 
countries in the region, 
virtually all of whom are 
members of the WTO. 

So, for instance, as 
part of a food security 
package how can we 
work together to make 
sure that the Fisheries 
Subsidies Agreement 
is implemented. How 
do we collaborate on 
capacity building on 
fisheries management, 
h o w  d o  w e  g e t 
countries to deposit 
their instruments of 
acceptance [for the 
Fisheries Subsidies 
Agreement] as quickly 

as possible and how 
do we work together 
on gender and trade, 
including collaboration 
with ITC.”

Dr  Leon  added : 
“ B u i l d i n g  a n d 
s t r eng then ing  the 
bonds between the 
two insti tutions is 
important to make 
this very productive 
engagement work for 
the benefit of countries 
and deliver results.”

The two organizations 

h a v e  a g r e e d  t o 
cooperate on multiple 
fronts, ranging from 
helping WTO members 

implement the Fisheries 
Subsidies Agreement 
to supporting capacity-
bu i ld ing  on  t r ade 

statistics and assisting 
implementat ion of 
t h e  W TO ' s  Tr a d e 
Facilitation Agreement. 
Both organizations 
have also agreed to 
collaborate on issues 
such as sanitary and 
phytosanitary measures 
and technical barriers 
t o  t r a d e ,  w h i c h 
are critical to small 
businesses. In addition, 
t hey  wi l l  exp lo re 
how trade policy can 
help address climate 
change and enhance 
women's participation 
in international trade.

T h e  C a r i b b e a n 
Development Bank is 
a regional financial 
ins t i tu t ion  wi th  a 
total of 28 member 
countries.

WTO, Caribbean Development Bank strengthen efforts to help small businesses trade globally
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Chef Sean Kuylen: OCEANA Wavemaker of the Year
By William Ysaguirre

Oceana  Be l i ze 
honored Chef 

S e a n  K u y l e n  a s 
National Wavemaker 
of the Year 2022 at 
Oceana’s annual general 
meeting at  the St . 
Catherine’s Academy 
Multi-purpose Mercy 
Center in Belize City 
last Saturday morning, 
October 22. 

Chef Kuylen became 
one of Oceana’s very 
f i r s t  i n f l u e n c e r s . 
H i s  p a s s i o n  a n d 
c o m m i t m e n t  f o r 
B e l i z e ’ s  m a r i n e 
r e s o u r c e s  s p r a n g 
from his love of his 
native Corozal, and his 
childhood in Dangriga 
ha s  a lways  t aken 
center stage.  It was 
only natural that he 
should protest offshore 
oil drilling in Belize, 
and his desire to see 
Belizeans continue to 
enjoy good, healthy 
seafood inspired him 
to counsel and advocate 
with the fishermen he 
met by the riverside 
about the destructive 
impacts which certain 
types of fishing gear 
can have. He called 
for the elimination 

Chef Sean Kuylen - Oceana Wavemaker of the Year

of plastics pollution 
through his online 
following, which now 
number over 13,000.

Oceana’s “Fish Right, 
Eat Right” initiative 
was also the brainchild 
of  chefs like Sean 
and Jennie Staines 
of  Elvi’s  Ki tchen, 
who both wanted to 
continue to see a steady 

supply of good quality 
fish to inspire their 
creative cuisine. They 
pushed for local chefs 
and consumers to be 
educated about the 
fisheries regulations, 
offering incentives for 
restaurateurs to support 
the fishermen who 
respect the law and 
follow best practices 

that we might continue 
to see fish on our tables. 
Kuylen applauds the 
banning of gillnets and 
single-use plastics, 
and the moratorium on 
offshore oil exploration 
as the manifestation of 
Belize’s leadership role 
in “making a conscious 
effort to conserve the 
environment and use 

resources sustainably.”
Kudos also went to 

several wavemakers 
whose outstanding 
work for Oceana’s 
ini t iat ives meri ted 
recognition. These 
included Gival Marin 
of Corozal, Manuel 
Novelo of Orange Walk, 
Marci Mejia of Belize 
City, Ethan Velasquez 

of Stann Creek, Yesenia 
Figueroa of Toledo 
and the Sacred Heart 
College’s Interact Club 
of Cayo. The Scouts 
Association of Belize 
also received Oceana’s 
first ever Partner of the 
Year award. 

Over 200 wavemakers 
from all six districts and 
the cayes assembled to 
recount and celebrate 
the achievements of 
the past year, and hear 
to counsel from guest 
speakers Daril Avila, 
the national coordinator 
for the Belize chapter 
o f  t h e  C a r i b b e a n 
Youth Environment 
Network (CYEN), and 
Dominique Noralez 
of the Young Leaders 
Alliance of Belize 
(YLAB), who is also 
the Caribbean regional 
represen ta t ive  for 
the Commonwealth 
Youth Council. Both 
these youth leaders 
e m p h a s i z e d  h o w 
important it is for young 
people to be a part 
of decision-making, 
which will determine 
their future, and the 
quality of their lives 
which depend on the 
integrity of our natural 
resources.
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Europe Must Address a Toxic Mix of 
High Inflation and Flagging Growth
by Alfred Kammer

As Russia’s war in 
Ukraine takes a 

rising toll on Europe’s 
economies, growth 
is flagging across the 
continent, while inflation 
shows little sign of 
abating.

Europe’s advanced 
economies will grow 
by just 0.6 percent next 
year, while emerging 
economies (excluding 
Türkiye and conflict 
countries Belarus, Russia, 
Ukraine) will expand by 
1.7 percent, according 
to projections in our 
latest World Economic 
Outlook. That’s down by 
0.7 percentage point and 
1.1 percentage points, 
respectively, from July’s 
projections.

This winter, more than 
half of the countries in the 
euro area will experience 
technical recessions, with 
at least two consecutive 
quarters of shrinking 
output; among these 
countries, output will 
fall, on an average, by 
about 1.5 percent from its 
peak. Croatia, Poland and 
Romania will experience 
technical recessions as 
well, with an average 
peak-to-trough output 
decline of more than 
3 percent. Next year, 
Europe’s output and 
income will be nearly 
half a trillion euros lower 
as compared to the IMF’s 
pre-war forecasts—a 
stark illustration of 
the continent’s severe 
economic losses from 
the war.

And while inflation 
is projected to decline 
next year, it will stay 
significantly above 
central bank objectives, 
at about 6 percent and 12 
percent, respectively, in 
advanced and emerging 
European economies.

Growth and inflation 
could both get worse than 
these already sobering 
forecasts. European 
policymakers have 
swiftly responded to the 
energy crisis and built 
adequate gas storage 
ahead of the heating 
season, but further 
disruptions to energy 
supplies could lead to 
more economic pain.

Our scenarios show 
that a complete shutoff 
of remaining Russian 
gas flows to Europe, 
combined with a cold 
winter, could result in 
shortages, rationing and 
gross domestic product 

losses of up to 3 percent 
in some central and 
eastern economies. On 
top of these, it could also 
result in yet another bout 
of inflation across the 
continent.

Even without any new 
energy supply disruptions, 
inflation could remain 
higher for longer. Most 
of the inflation surge 
so far is driven by high 
commodity prices—
primarily energy, but 
also food, particularly 
in the Western Balkan 
countries. While these 
prices might remain 
elevated for some time, 
there is hope that they 
will stop increasing and 
thereby contribute to a 
steady decline in inflation 
throughout 2023.

Inflation risks
H o w e v e r ,  o u r 

latest Regional Economic 
Outlook shows that the 
pandemic and Russia’s 
war in Ukraine might have 
fundamentally altered the 
inflation process, with 
rising input and labor 
shortages contributing 
notably to the recent 
high-inflation episode. 
This suggests there may 
be less economic slack 
and, accordingly, more 
underlying inflationary 
pressures, than commonly 
thought across Europe.

These results highlight 
a risk to our forecasts 
and those by others that 
inflation will fall steadily 
next year. Other wild cards 
include a de-anchoring of 
medium-term inflation 
expectations, or a much 
sharper acceleration in 
wages that would trigger 
an adverse feedback 
loop between prices and 
wages.

European policymakers 
face severe trade-offs 
and tough policy choices 
as they address a toxic 
mix of weak growth and 
high inflation that could 
worsen.

In a nutshell, they should 
tighten macroeconomic 
policies to bring down 
inflation, while helping 
vulnerable households 
a n d  v i a b l e  f i r m s 
cope with the energy 
crisis. And, in these 
extraordinarily uncertain 
times, stand ready to 
adjust policies in either 
direction in response to 
how the situation evolves. 
This will depend on 
whether incoming data 
signal higher inflation, a 
deepening recession—
which would warrant 

some reconsideration of 
policy—or both.

Central banks should 
continue raising policy 
rates for now. Real interest 
rates remain generally 
accommodative, labor 
markets are projected 
to be broadly resilient, 
inflation forecasts are 
above target, and inflation 
is still at risk of further 
increase.

Tightening needed
In advanced economies, 

including in the euro area, 
tight monetary policy 
will likely be needed in 
2023 unless activity and 
employment weaken 
more than expected, 
materially bringing down 
medium-term inflation 
prospects.

A tighter stance is 
generally warranted in 
most emerging European 
economies ,  where 
inflation expectations 
are not as well anchored, 
demand pressures are 
stronger and nominal 
wage growth is high—
often in the double digits.

Continuing to raise 
policy rates for now is 
also an insurance policy 
against risks, including a 
de-anchoring of inflation 
expectations or a feedback 
loop between prices 
and wages, that would 

require even stronger and 
more painful central bank 
responses down the road.

For  example ,  in 
advanced European 
c o u n t r i e s ,  o u r 
analysis suggests that if 
workers and firms start 
setting wages based on 
past inflation rather than 
central bank targets—as 
was partly the case prior 
to the 1990s, inflation 
could be nearly 2 percent 
higher at the end of next 
year. Should this happen, 
policy rates may need 
to rise by 2 percentage 
points and output could 
fall by as much as 2 
percentage points more 
than currently projected. 
By contrast, if the overall 
demand declines—more 
than expected—resulting 
in deeper recessions and 
a 2 percentage points 
increased drop in output, 
both inflation and required 
policy rates at the end of 
next year could be nearly 
1.5 percentage points 
lower than anticipated.

Fiscal policy
Fiscal policy must 

balance competing 
objectives. One is the 
need to rebuild fiscal 
space and help monetary 
policy in its fight against 
inflation. This calls for 
fiscal consolidation to 

proceed in 2023 at a faster 
pace in countries with 
less fiscal space, greater 
vulnerability to tighter 
financial conditions 
or stronger cyclical 
positions. This includes 
most emerging European 
economies.

But fiscal policy also 
needs to help mitigate the 
brutal impact of higher 
energy prices on people 
and viable firms. This 
suggests that the pace of 
consolidation may have 
to be slowed for a few 
months. Higher energy 
prices have increased 
European households’ 
cost of living by some 
7 percent on average 
this year despite the 
widespread measures 
taken to ease this burden.

Going forward, it will 
be important to keep 
energy-related support 
temporary to contain 
fiscal costs, and to 
maintain the price signals 
that will foster energy 
savings. Compared 
with price interventions, 
a better option is to 
support low- and middle-
income households 
through lump-sum 
rebates on their energy 
bills. A close alternative 
is to combine general 
lump-sum discounts 

with additional support 
for the poor through 
the welfare system, 
financed by higher 
taxes for high-income 
households. Yet another, 
less efficient alternative 
is to implement higher 
tariffs for higher levels 
of energy consumption; 
while such an approach 
is not fully targeted to 
the vulnerable, it is still a 
better option than broad 
price caps.

F i n a l l y,  s t e a d y 
implementation of 
reforms that enhance 
productivity, relieve 
supply constraints in 
energy and labor markets, 
and expand economic 
capacity remain essential 
to raise growth and ease 
price pressures over 
the medium-term. This 
includes accelerating 
the implementation of 
the 800-billion-euro 
economic recovery 
package, the Next 
Generation EU programs.

Strength, coordination 
and solidarity pulled 
Europe out of the 
COVID-19 crisis. Once 
again, the task ahead 
is immense, but if 
European policymakers 
muster the spirit of the 
pandemic response, it can 
be accomplished.
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Inflation tops the list of the world’s biggest worries but 
there’s plenty more on our minds, survey suggests

By Simon Torkington

“Are you ok?”

It’s a question we 
might all consider 

asking friends and 
f ami ly  r i gh t  now 
as the list of global 
issues we have to 
worry about keeps 
growing.

Inflation is the big 
concern that’s causing 
many of us to lose 
sleep. Rising prices 
took the top spot in 
Ipsos's monthly What 
Worries the World 
survey.

R e s e a r c h e r s 
interviewed almost 
20,000 adults in 29 
countries to gauge 
w h a t  t h e  p u b l i c 
believes are the most 
pressing social and 
political issues.

Four in 10 surveyed 
said inflation was one 
of the most troubling 
issues affecting their 
country.

The worry over rising 
prices is persistent - 
it’s been the number 
one concern for six 
months in a row. The 
level of worry about 
inflation has doubled 
since the start of 2022, 
when 20% cited it as 
a significant problem. 
In this latest edition, 
Ipsos names Great 
Britain and Germany 
as the countries with 
the most significant 
r i s e  i n  i n f l a t i o n 
worries.

Despite inflation 
fears ,  the public 's 
perception of their 
country's economy 
is unchanged from 

the previous month's 
survey. That might be 
described as a worry 
in itself, as 67% of 
respondents said their 
n a t i o n ' s  e c o n o m y 
was in a bad situation 
economically.  Just 
3 3 %  s a i d  t h e i r 
country's  economy 
w a s  i n  " g o o d " 
condition.

A world of worry
Coping with rising 

inflation is just one 
concern among many 
as we head into the 
final months of 2022, 
as the chart  below 
illustrates.

I p s o s  s a y s  i t s 
research shows that 
“worry about inflation 
is followed by poverty 

& social inequality 
(31%), financial or 
political corruption 
(26%), unemployment 
(26%), and crime & 
violence (26%), which 
make up the top five 
global worries”.

Climate change is 
another major worry 
for people in many 
countries. It ranks 7th 

in the list, with almost 
one- in- f ive  (18%) 
telling Ipsos that it’s 
a big concern for their 
country. France has the 
highest proportion of 
people worried about 
the climate (34%).

An anxious wait for 
solutions

Many governments 
a r e  i m p l e m e n t i n g 

measures to reduce 
inflationary pressures 
and solve some of the 
other significant issues 
their populations are 
c o n c e r n e d  a b o u t . 
However, according 
to the Ipsos survey, 
many respondents are 
not convinced their 
country is taking the 
correct approach.

As the chart above 
i l l u s t r a t e s ,  j u s t 
36% of respondents 
believe their country 
i s  head ing  in  t he 
right direction when 
it comes to solving 
m a j o r  i s s u e s  o f 
concern. Saudi Arabia 
(95%) and Indonesia 
(81%) have the most 
positive populations. 
Grea t  Br i t a in  and 
France have seen the 
largest  declines in 
the number of people 
who  be l ieve  the i r 
country is heading 
towards better times, 
both down by nine 
percentage points.

One worry that is 
receding rapidly is 
the  impac t  o f  the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 
Concern about the 
coronavirus has fallen 
23 percentage points 
since the beginning of 
the year.
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UEF outraged by Afrikan Emancipation Day misrepresentation
By Britney Gordon

The UBAD 
Education 

Foundation (UEF) 
does not support 
the decision to 
celebrate Afrikan 
Emancipation Day 
on an unrelated 
date and demands 

the alteration be remedied.  
In a press release issued by the Ministry of Home 

Affairs and New Growth Industries, the list of Public 
and Bank Holidays for 2023 informed that Afrikan 
Emancipation Day would not be observed on August 1st 
as it typically is internationally. Instead, the holiday was 
moved to July 31st. 

The reasoning behind the change was not made known 

in the press release, simply stating that it would be moved 
“in lieu of Tuesday, 1st August”. 

However, Musa acknowledges the association’s 
displeasure and remarked that their concerns would be 
taken into consideration for 2024. 

YaYa Marin Coleman, the chairperson of the UEF, 
however, argues that this change is unnecessary and 
disrespectful. In an interview with The Reporter, Marin 
Coleman stated, “Whether it is out of ignorance or done 
with malicious intent, we don’t know, but we cannot 
accept this.”  

The UEF has written a letter of complaint addressed 
to Minister Musa explaining the significance of the date 
and requesting the holiday be moved back to the original 
date. This is not the instance in which the association has 
disapproved of the ministry's decisions regarding the 
holiday. In 2021, they wrote to express their objection 
to referring to the holiday as “Freedom Day”. The 
holiday was subsequently changed back to “Afrikan 

Emancipation Day”.
In the e-book, “Free Your Mind” written by Dr. Aondofe 

Iyo, a former professor at the University of Belize, the 
origins of the holiday in Belize were explained, stating, 
“On 1 August 1888, those Belizeans who identified 
themselves as descendants of slaves celebrated the fiftieth 
anniversary of emancipation, presenting themselves to 
the governor as representative of ‘the colored population 
of this Colony.” 

The book goes on to explain how a committee of men 
and a group of women, headed by laborer Simon Lamb 
marched to an empty lot in the center of Belize Town. 
The governor then granted ownership to the group and 
the promised emancipation institute, now dubbed the 
“People’s Hall”, was to be built by private donations.

Marin Coleman maintains that the flippancy in which 
the ministry regards the holiday showcases a lack of 
respect for the descendants of those which the holiday 
represents, a large population of Belize. 
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Scientists design algorithm that ‘reads’ people’s thoughts from brain scans
Scientists can now “decode” people’s 

thoughts without even 
touching their heads, The 
Scientist reported.

P a s t  m i n d - r e a d i n g 
t e c h n i q u e s  r e l i e d  o n 
implanting electrodes deep 
i n  p e o p l e s ’ b r a i n s .  T h e 
new method, described in 
a  repor t  pos ted  Sept .  29 
to  the  p repr in t  da tabase 
bioRxiv, instead relies on a 
noninvasive brain scanning 
technique called functional 
magnetic resonance imaging 
(fMRI). fMRI tracks the flow 
of oxygenated blood through 
the brain, and because active 
brain cells need more energy 
and oxygen, this information 
provides an indirect measure 
of brain activity. 

By its nature, this scanning 
method cannot capture real-time brain 
activity, since the electrical signals released 
by brain cells move much more quickly 
than blood moves through the brain. But 
remarkably, the study authors found that 
they could still use this imperfect proxy 
measure to decode the semantic meaning of 
people’s thoughts, although they couldn’t 
produce word-for-word translations.

“ I f  y o u  h a d  a s k e d  a n y  c o g n i t i v e 
neurosc ient i s t  in  the  wor ld  20  years 
ago if this was doable, they would have 
laughed you out of the room,” senior 
author Alexander Huth(opens in new tab), 
a neuroscientist at the University of Texas 
at Austin, told The Scientist. 

For the new study, which has not yet 
been peer-reviewed, the team scanned the 

brains of one woman and two men in their 
20s and 30s. Each participant listened to 

16 total hours of different podcasts and 
radio shows over several sessions in the 
scanner. The team then fed these scans 
to a computer algorithm that they called 
a  “decode r, ”  wh ich 
compared patterns in 
the audio to patterns 
in the recorded brain 
activity. 

The algorithm could 
t h e n  t a k e  a n  f M R I 
recording and generate 
a  s tory based on i ts 
content, and that story 
w o u l d  m a t c h  t h e 
o r ig ina l  p lo t  o f  the 
podcast or radio show 

“pretty well,” Huth told The Scientist. In 
other words, the decoder could infer what 

story each participant had 
heard based on their brain 
ac t iv i ty.  Tha t  sa id ,  the 
algorithm did make some 
mistakes, l ike switching 
up characters’ pronouns 
and the use of the first and 
th i rd  person.  I t  “knows 
what’s happening pretty 
accurately, but not who is 
doing the things,”  Huth 
said.

In additional tests,  the 
a l g o r i t h m  c o u l d  f a i r l y 
accurately explain the plot 
of a silent movie that the 
participants watched in the 
scanner. It could even retell 
a story that the participants 
imagined telling in their 
heads. In the long term, 
the research team aims to 

develop this technology so that it can be 
used in brain-computer interfaces designed 
for people who cannot speak or type.

S  U  D  O  K  U
Medium Puzzle Answer to Puzzle

Sudoku rules are 
extremely easy: Fill 
all empty squares so 
that the numbers 1 to 
9 appear once in each 
row, column and 3x3 
box.
Tip.
Use a soft erasable 
pencil.  Start with 
the easy puzzles, 
then move on to the 
harder ones.  Make 
small pencilmarks to 
show which numbers 
are allowed in empty 
squares. This will come 
handy when analyzing 
techniques are used.  
Never guess! Only 
make moves based 
on logical deductions.  
There is only one 
unique solution for 
each puzzle.

APE3 Investments Limited
(In Voluntary Liquidation) 

Company No. (1972895)

NOTICE is hereby given pursuant to Section 204, subsection (1)(b) of the BVI Business 
Companies Act, 2004 that the Company is in voluntary liquidation. The voluntary 
liquidation commenced on 10th October, 2022. The Liquidator is Raphael Baumann 
of Talstrasse 83, 8001 Zurich, Switzerland.

Dated 10th October, 2022

(Sgd.)  Raphael Baumann
   Voluntary Liquidator     
1972895 - Notice of Liquidator’s Appointment - APE3 Investments Limited 
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Female Einstein?

If a child’s entire 
circulatory system—
we’re talking veins, 
arteries, and capil-
laries—were laid out 
flat, it would stretch 
for more than 60,000 
miles, according to 
the Franklin Insti-
tute.  By the time 
we reach adulthood, 
our bodies have be-
come home to ap-
proximately 100,000 
miles of blood ves-
sels. That’s just one 

of the mind-blow-
ing facts that sound 
made up (but aren’t).

T h e  b l o o d  i s 
pumped from the 
heart to the lungs, 
where it  receives 
oxygen.

Red blood cells 
lack a cell nuclei, 
which allows the 
cells to carry more 
oxygen through the 
body.

Humans and most 
animals have vary-

The circulatory system is more than 60,000 miles long
ing shades of red 
blood cells. Darker 
cells lack oxygen 
and are heading to 
the heart and lungs 
to pick up more oxy-
gen.

There are no blood 
vessels in the cor-
nea. Blood vessels 
would obstruct your 
vision, so instead 
nourishment for the 
corneal cells comes 
from the tears.

The blood-brain 
barrier is a system 
of blood vessels that 
keep harmful mi-
crobes from reach-
ing the brain while 
a l lowing  ce r ta in 
molecules through, 
such as water.

The weather out-
s ide of  the body 
controls the size of 
blood vessels.  In 
warmer weather, the 
vessels expand to 
release heat, while 
they constr ic t  in 
colder weather to 
retain heat.

While there are 
severa l  types  o f 
muscle tissue, in-
c luding skele ta l , 
smooth, and cardiac 
muscles, the blood 
vessels only con-
tain smooth muscle, 
located within the 
inner walls of the 
vessels.

Red blood cells 
are highly flexible 
and small—roughly 
8 microns in diam-
eter. They fit through 
capillaries in single 
file to carry oxygen 
to body tissues.

Women tend to 
have faster  heart 
rates than men. This 
is likely related to 
the fact that they are 
usually smaller than 
men.

Your  hear t  can 
beat for several min-
utes outside of the 
body, until it runs 
out of energy. This is 
because it produces 
its own electrical 
signals.

During the aver-
age lifetime, the hu-
man heart will beat 
2.5 billion times. It 
will average 70 to 
80 beats per minute.

At rest, it takes 
approximately 6 sec-
onds for blood to be 
pumped from the 
heart to the lungs 
and back again.

T h e  t h u m p i n g 
sounds associated 
with heart beats are 
caused by valves be-
tween the chambers 
of the heart closing.

A single droplet 
of blood contains 
around 5 million red 
blood cells.
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By Britney Gordon

With Jamaica's 
recent ban on 

recorded material that 
promotes or glorifies 
i l l e g a l  a c t i v i t y , 
complaints regarding 
the censorship of self-
expression abound, but 
the Manager of Belize 
Music Agency, James 
Sanker, says this is a 
“nonissue” in Belize. 

When asked whether 
such a  ban would 
negat ive ly  impact 
mus ica l  a r t i s t s  in 
Belize, Sanker said 
that Belizean artists 
do not need to worry 
about such a thing 
occurring. 

S a n k e r  s a i d  t o 
The Reporter, “The 
question to start off 
w i t h  i s ,  w h y  a r e 
p e o p l e  t r y i n g  t o 
emula te  Jamaican 
music in Belize in the 
first place? A lot of 
Caribbean music takes 
inspiration from one 
another but we would 
encourage artists to 
infuse Belizean culture 
into their music.” 

Sanker added, “If 
you look at the trends, 
you can see exactly 
w h a t  p e o p l e  a r e 
interested in.” 

He explained that 
being that Belizean 
radio  s ta t ions  a re 
p r i v a t e l y  o w n e d , 

c h o o s i n g  t o  n o t 
broadcast music that 
promotes violence 
would not fall under 
“censorship”. “Music 
is an industry and 
i t  needs  t o  make 
money. If a station 
loses listeners from 
playing a specif ic 
type of music, then 
removing it would not 
be censorship. It would 
be a good business 
move.”

Bel izean  ar t i s t s , 
argued Sanker, should 
f o c u s  o n  f i n d i n g 
broader audiences and 
making themselves 
marketable towards 
it. He added that with 
the online streaming 

platforms that have 
become popular in 
recent years, it has 
become simple for 
a r t i s t s  to  r each  a 
broader audience. 

I n  a n  e f f o r t  t o 
p romote  Be l i zean 
ar t i s t s ,  the  Music 
Industry Association 
of Belize (MiAB) and 
NICH have created 
an online playlist of 
music by Belizean 
artists on the streaming 
platform “Spotify”, 
which can be accessed 
b y  s c a n n i n g  t h e 
correlating QR code. 

Earlier this month, 
Jamaican authorities 
announced that they 
have banned content 

that encourages illegal 
activity to limit the 
g l o r i f i c a t i o n  o f 
violence in the country. 
T h e  b r o a d c a s t i n g 
commission stated that 
these forms of media 
could “unwittingly 

lend support to moral 
disengagement and 
fu r the r  no rma l i ze 
cr iminal i ty  among 
v u l n e r a b l e  a n d 
impressionable youth, 
and the young adult 
demographic.”

a

Contact: Mike Hernandez Jr. Sr. J.P. 
Media & Communications Officer 
PHONE: 501-227-2420 FAX: 501-227-2423 TOLL FREE: 1-800-624-0686 
WEBSITE: travelbelize.org; email: pr@belizetourismboard.org 
ADDRESS: P.O. Box 325, #64 Regent Street, Belize City, Belize.

BTB’S NATIONAL TOURISM AWARDS 2022
Belize City, Belize, 23rd October, 2022: The Belize Tourism Board held its annual National Tourism 

Awards Gala on Saturday, 22nd October in Belize City. The signature event honored and celebrated the 
excellence of the industry’s top performers for 2022.

The gala was attended by Hon. Anthony Mahler, Minister of Tourism and Diaspora Relations, other 
government officials, diplomatic core, industry partners, and other distinguished guests including all nominees 
and winners. In his remarks, Minister Mahler, thanked industry partners for their resolve to survive and remaining 
steadfast in their commitment to the tourism industry in the face of the pandemic.

As the governing body for the tourism industry, the BTB recognized excellence in service and efforts in 
several categories: Frontline Person of the Year, Tour Guide of the Year, Tour Operator of the Year, Site of 
the Year, Restaurant of the Year, Small Accommodation of the Year, Hotel of the Year, Posthumous Award, 
Minister’s Award, Lifetime Achievement Award. Three new categories were introduced being Green Champion 
of the Year, Health and Wellness Provider of the Year and Cultural Experience of the Year. The addition of the 
new categories is a reflection of the dynamic growth of Belize’s tourism industry over the past year.

The winners were verified by a panel of judges. The table below highlights the winners for 2022.

We cannot rewrite the chapters of history already passed, but we can learn from them, evolve and adapt. 
When we all help one another, everybody wins. The BTB takes this opportunity to congratulate all the winners 
as well as the nominees for their exceptional service and dedication to fast track our industry’s recovery and 
strengthen Belize tourism product.

About Belize Tourism Board
The Belize Tourism Board (BTB) is a statutory body within the Belize Ministry of Tourism and Diaspora 

Relations, and it is governed by a Board of Directors appointed by the Minister of Tourism and Diaspora 
Relations. The BTB works in conjunction with members of the private sector – including the Belize Hotel 
Association, Belize Tourism Industry Association and Belize National Tour Operators Association – and is 
dedicated to building tourism in the most economically and environmentally sustainable manner. As a part 
of its responsibilities, the BTB promotes Belize as a premier tourism destination to both in-country and 
international consumers. Among its outreach to the international travel market, the BTB markets the country’s 
unique attractions to travelers, members of the travel trade industry and media outlets in key markets. The 
BTB is also dedicated to developing and implementing tourism programs that will help strengthen and grow 
the Belizean tourism industry; promote good destination stewardship; and instill high quality standards for 
accommodations and travel experiences.

For more information on the BTB and its services, visit www.travelbelize.org.

‘Violence doesn’t sell’
 Stepping away from crude music
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    REQUEST FOR EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST 
Individual Consultant 
Project Coordinator

Institution:  Ministry of Finance
Country:  BELIZE
Project: Strengthening of Tax Administration Project 
Sector: Finance  
Project No.: BL-L1031 
Operation No: 4839/OC-BL 
Deadline: Friday, November 4th, 2022, at 4:00 pm local Belize time
The Government of Belize (GoB) has entered into a US$ 14 Million Loan Contract Agreement (No. 

4839/OC-BL) with the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB) for the execution of a five-year tax 
modernization project entitled “Strengthening of Tax Administration”. The main beneficiaries of the Project 
are: (a) the Government, which will have more revenues to implement its public policies; (b) taxpayers, who 
will have more support and a digital environment to fulfill their tax obligations; and (c) the population, from 
the government policies implemented. The Ministry intends to apply a part of the proceeds towards payments 
for the services of Project Support Officer.

The objective of the position is to provide the necessary strategic, governance, organizational and 
administrative leadership for the Project, ensuring the effective allocation of resources, providing the financial 
and technical direction of the Project towards the attainment of the goals and targets, leading the physical and 
financial progress reporting, and serving as the main focal point of the Project with the BTS, the MoF and 
other public and private institutions.

The Project Coordinator is responsible for leading and guiding all matters pertaining to the effective, 
efficient and transparent implementation of the Project BL-L1031, through the technical, administrative and 
financial management of the PEU, in accordance with the procedures and stipulations contained in the Program 
Operational Manual (POM) and in compliance with the Loan Contract.

The main responsibilities of the Project Coordinator include, among others:
a. Implementing the intra- and inter-institutional coordination mechanisms with the BTS, the MOF
 and other public and private organizations related to and/or beneficiaries of the Project 
b. Promoting and disseminating the Project among beneficiaries, public entities, and other stakeholders. 
c. In close coordination with the pertinent technical and administrative personnel of the BTS and the 
 MoF, guiding the strategic and operations planning activities of the Project. 
d.  Monitoring the activities of the Project in compliance with its global strategic objectives and those 
 of its individual technical components, as well as the targets established in the Project. 
e.  Implementing the Programs’ risk management mechanisms on the basis of the IDB tool Risk
  Management in Projects with Sovereign Guarantee (RMP), taking into consideration the assessment 
 and evolution of the risk factors, the factors of probability and impact, and risk mitigation measures.
f. Guiding the preparation, the periodic physical and financial progress reports to be submitted to
  BTS, MoF, MED, and the Bank.
g. Presenting to the Bank the required data, reports and other documentation of the Project as a whole 
 and its individual components, as established in the Loan Contract.

Qualification and Experience Requirements:
Education:  Bachelor’s Degree in Economics, Business Administration, Business Management, Project 

Management or related fields. Certification in Project Management or a master’s degree in a related field would 
be an asset. Participation in relevant courses/trainings in procurement, project management, time management, 
leadership, Microsoft Projects, or similar, would also be considered an asset.

General Experience:  A minimum of five (5) years general working experience.
Specific Experience: A minimum of three (3) years of experience working in project management 
            including administration, monitoring, control and evaluation. Previous work with 
           investments projects funded by international development agencies is a plus.

Skills:  The following skills are highly desirable: 
 • Knowledge of Records Management 
 • Experience supervising staff 
 • Experience in Report Writing 
 • Knowledge and experience working with Microsoft Office, QuickBooks or similar 
  accounting software
 • Excellent oral and written command of the English language 
 •  Strong organizational and time management skills and ability to multi-task, with ability 
  to adapt to changing needs and priorities 
 • Solid team management, leadership and delegation skills and ability to coordinate 
  functional activities of multiple actors 
 • Strong team player 
 • Strong work ethics

Consultants will be selected in accordance with the procedures set out in the Inter-American Development 
Bank: Policies for the Selection and Contracting of Consultants financed by the Inter- American Development 
Bank GN-2350-15 section 5 – individual consultants and is open to all eligible candidates as defined in the 
IDB policies.

Expression of Interest package should contain:
(i) Cover letter briefly explaining interest, experience, and competence of the consultant
(ii) Comprehensive resume with the Individual Consultant’s experience in the assignment 
 of similar nature. Description of similar assignments specifying start and end dates of assignments.
  Please provide dates, name of employing organization, titles of positions held, types of activities 
 performed and location of the assignment.
(iii)  Copy of degrees/certificates 
(iv)  List of at least two references 
(v) Proof of nationality: copy of documentation of nationality

Interested individuals may obtain further information and request the full Terms of Reference for this post 
at the address below during the hours of 8:00 am to 4:00 pm local Belize time, Monday to Friday.

Qualified Individual Consultant must submit their expression of interest via e-mail to 
Michelle.Longsworth@bts.gov.bz no later than 4:00 p.m., Friday, November 4th, 2022, 

marked STAP- Project Coordinator in the subject header; or applicants may also submit a 
hardcopy at the following address:

Director General 
Belize Tax Service 
Strengthening of Tax Administration Project 
Eleanor Hall Building 
Lake I. Boulevard, Belize City
For clarifications kindly contact:
Procurement Specialist 
Strengthening of Tax Administration Project 
Ministry of Finance 
Eleanor Hall Building 
Lake I. Boulevard, Belize City 
Email: tamara.tingling@mof.gov.bz

a VACANCY
A vacancy exists at Copal Tree Distillery.

Market Manager – Belize
About the Company:
Copalli Rum is made at Copal Tree Distillery in the Toledo District. The genesis of the brand stems 

from a conservationist and champion of Belize's pristine environment looking for a way to provide more 
economic opportunity to the people in the community.

A sustainable, farm to bottle operation outside of Punta Gorda, Copal Tree Farms is the first certified 
organic farm in Belize. The farmland surrounding the distillery produces all the heirloom sugarcane 
used to make the rums and is nestled within 22,000 acres of protected rainforest. The organic, single 
estate rum is made from just three ingredients: fresh pressed sugar cane juice, canopy water, & yeast.

The distillery funds a non-profit that supports many community, cultural, educational, and 
environmentalist causes.

About the Position:
Reporting to the Head of Sales, this Market Manager will be responsible for the sales performance in 

Belize including depletion goals, gaining high quality points of distribution, cocktail menus / features, 
displays, and key account management.

Lead, co-develop and manage all Copalli Activation Initiatives in market. Leverage all resources, 
partnerships, and relationships to build and execute the Belize activation plan. Grow quality, presence, 
awareness, and relevance among target consumers and accounts. 

Develop close and effective relationships with the personnel and management of our Belizean 
Distributors. Identify, cultivate, educate, and motivate Key Brand Influencers; particularly bartenders, 
managers, and owners of On and Off Premise Target Accounts; and spirits opinion-makers.

Qualifications and Training:
•  Sales experience in the beverage alcohol industry.
•  Solid understanding of how the On-Premise business operates and the proven ability to
  independently make things happen in the On Premise.
•  Self-motivated, driven, independent, entrepreneurial.
•  Existing Belizean trade/account relationships.
•  Strong financial acumen; understanding of pricing, ROI on programing, and budget
  management.
•  Proven ability to drive pull thru with accounts and understand how to build brands
•  Hospitality experience a plus.
•  Confident public speaker with in-depth spirits knowledge.
•  Solid human being that enjoys working on teams and that brings solutions to problems.
•  Ability and willingness to work non-traditional hours including nights and weekends.

Tasks and Responsibilities:
1.  Selling!
 a.  Independently open new Copalli accounts
 b.  Sell new Copalli distribution, menus, features, displays, etc..
 c.  Conduct staff trainings
 d.  Build relationships with key stakeholders and inspire them to sell more Copalli
 e.  Maintain account lists (current and targeted accounts), and personal market 
  knowledge.
 f.  Track account velocity results via orders and reorders.

2.  Planning
 a.  Understand Target Consumers and Accounts, brand attributes and key selling points.
 b.  Lead, co-develop and manage Activation Calendar:
  i.  Major Events/Trade Shows/Account Events
  ii.  Distributor Initiatives – training, work-withs, incentives, programming,
    tracking.
  iii.  On Premise Initiatives – Key/Targeted Account development, staff 
   training, consumer events, cocktail development, menu placements.
  iv.  Off Premise Initiatives – Key/Targeted Account development, Shelf
    placement, merchandising/POS, display drives, tastings.
 c.  Assess ROIs for all programing and ensure we are always within guidelines.
 d.  Track progress, resolve issues, adjust based on key learnings, share successes.

3.  Sales Leadership
 a.  Schedule, manage and attend distributor work-with activities.
 b.  Support distributor activities, including sales meetings, trade tastings, and local 
  events.
 c.  Build rapport with distributor team thru personal interaction, meetings, and happy 
  hours.
 d.  Work closely with distributor reps and managers to inspire them to sell more
   Copalli.
 e.  Independently open new accounts and create account relationships – cannot be
   reliant on distributors – show them success and they will follow!

4.  Field Marketing
 a.  Actively seek out and identify local event and promotional opportunities to help
   drive increased Copalli Rum brand awareness and trial.
 b.  Lead merchandising activities in the market including installation of shelf talkers,
   bottle neck hangers, retail displays, branded signage, menu / cocktail features, etc.
 c.  Lead effective and efficient communication with Copalli Leadership on all local 
  promotions and events to ensure strategic execution.
 d.  Manage Point of Sale assets and regional allocation.

5.  Admin / Budget Compliance:
 a.  Manage local market budget adhering to company approval policies, expense
   reporting policies and expense management platform
 b. Participate in weekly team and individual sales calls with Copalli Leadership, and
   maintain a high level of communication regarding market management
 c.  Adhere to all sales and marketing reporting routines.

Location & Travel:
• Preference is that candidate lives in or near Belize District
• Must have own reliable transportation
• Travel within country anticipated at 40% Belize, 20% Cayo, 10% each other four districts.

Compensation: 
• Base salary
• Commission
• Bonus (based on hitting vol/distribution/KPI goals) 
• Two weeks’ vacation + company holidays
• Car allowance
• Laptop provided
• T&E budget to cover travel & expenses in territory

Resume/CV submissions: jobs@copallirum.com
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    REQUEST FOR EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST 
Individual Consultancy 
Project Support Officer

Institution:  Ministry of Finance
Country:  BELIZE
Project: Strengthening of Tax Administration Project 
Sector: Finance  
Project No.: BL-L10315 
Operation No: 4839/OC-BL 
Deadline: Friday, November 4th, 2022, at 4:00 pm local Belize time

The Government of Belize (GoB) has entered into a US$ 14 Million Loan Contract Agreement 
(No. 4839/OC-BL) with the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB) for the execution of a 
five-year tax modernization project entitled “Strengthening of Tax Administration”. The main 
beneficiaries of the Project are: (a) the Government, which will have more revenues to implement 
its public policies; (b) taxpayers, who will have more support and a digital environment to fulfill 
their tax obligations; and (c) the population, from the government policies implemented. The 
Ministry intends to apply a part of the proceeds towards payments for the services of Project 
Support Officer.

The objective of the position is to provide general administrative and clerical support to the 
PEU in compliance with IDB and national regulations.

The Project Support Officer is responsible for the overall daily affairs of the PEU as it pertains 
to the effective and successful completion of the various activities under the project portfolio of 
the Ministry of Finance (MoF) and ensuring that all Projects’ activities are executed in accordance 
with the applicable MoF and the Bank’s requirements.

The main responsibilities of the Project Support officer include, among others:
(a)  Provide secretarial services for the PEU. 
(b) Provide clerical services for the PEU. 
(c) Work closely with the project team in coordination of a wide range of activities in order
 to meet project and organizational objectives, targets and demands.
(d) Work closely with the project team to ensure that internal and external policies and 
 procedures are followed. 
(e) Maintaining an adequate filing system for the PEU records, including the payment
 records, among others.

Qualification and Experience Requirements:
Education:  Associate degree in Business Administration, Public Administration or related 

fields. Participation in relevant courses/training in fields of project management, Microsoft Project, 
time-management, computer skills, Microsoft Office would also be considered an asset.

General Experience:  A minimum of two (2) years general working experience. 

Specific Experience:
• A minimum of one (1) year of work experience in performing administrative support 
 services and/or secretarial duties. 
• One (1) year experience working with SmartStream system is considered an asset.
• One (1) year experience working with international or national development agencies 
 is considered an asset. 
• One (1) year experience working with Microsoft Project is considered an asset.

Skills: (a) knowledge of records management is an asset; (b) Have excellent computer skills, 
including Microsoft Office; (c) task orientated and able to prioritize projects, multitask and meet 
tight deadlines; (d) fluent in written and spoken English with the ability to express data in a concise 
and clear manner; (e) team player and possess strong self-motivation and initiative; (f) professional, 
honest and display strong business ethics and integrity.

Consultants will be selected in accordance with the procedures set out in the Inter-American 
Development Bank: Policies for the Selection and Contracting of Consultants financed by the 
Inter- American Development Bank GN-2350-15 section 5 – individual consultants and is open 
to all eligible candidates as defined in the IDB policies.

Expression of Interest package should contain:
(i) Cover letter briefly explaining interest, experience, and competence of the consultant
(ii) Comprehensive resume with the Individual Consultant’s experience in the assignment 
 of similar nature. Description of similar assignments specifying start and end dates of 
 assignments. Please provide dates, name of employing organization, titles of positions 
 held, types of activities performed and location of the assignment.
(iii)  Copy of degrees/certificates 
(iv)  List of at least two references 
(v) Proof of nationality: copy of documentation of nationality

Interested individuals may obtain further information and request the full Terms of Reference 
for this post at the address below during the hours of 8:00 am to 4:00 pm local Belize time, 
Monday to Friday.

Qualified Individual Consultant must submit their expression of interest via e-mail 
to Michelle.Longsworth@bts.gov.bz no later than 4:00 p.m., Friday, November 4th, 
2022, marked STAP- Project Support Officer in the subject header; or applicants may 
also submit a hardcopy at the following address:

Director General 
Belize Tax Service 
Strengthening of Tax Administration Project 
Eleanor Hall Building 
Lake I. Boulevard, Belize City

For clarifications kindly contact:

Procurement Specialist 
Strengthening of Tax Administration Project 
Ministry of Finance 
Eleanor Hall Building 
Lake I. Boulevard, Belize City 
Email: tamara.tingling@mof.gov.bz

INVITATION TO QUOTE – GOODS
Institution:  Ministry of Infrastructure Development and Housing
Country: Belize 
Project:  Climate Vulnerability Reduction Program
Sector: Infrastructure, Environment and Natural Disasters
Abstract:  Equipment for the Ministry of Infrastructure 
  Development and Housing
Loan No.:  Loan 4426/OC-BL
Deadline: 10:00 a.m. (Belize Local Time) on November 10th, 2022

1. The Government of Belize has received loan financing from the 
 Inter-American Development Bank toward the cost of the Climate 
 Vulnerability Reduction Program, and it intends to apply part of the 
 proceeds of this financing to payments under the Contract for the
  Supply and Delivery of 3 Mini PCs and 3 Monitors under the Climate
  Vulnerability Reduction Program.

2. The Ministry of Infrastructure Development and Housing now invites 
 sealed quotation from eligible and qualified suppliers for the supply of
  the following item: 3 Mini PCs and 3 Monitors.

3.  Bidding will be conducted through Shopping procedures specified in
  the Inter-American Development Bank’s Policies (GN-2349-15,
  January 2020 – Section 3.6) for the Procurement of Works and Goods
  financed by the Inter-American Development Bank.

4. Interested eligible suppliers may obtain the full Invitation to Quote
  for the required PCs and Monitors from the Program Management
  Unit, Ministry of Infrastructure Development and Housing, located 
 on the First Floor of the Ministry of Infrastructure Development 
 and Housing Soils Lab Building, Power Lane, Belmopan by emailing 
 pmupcmow@gmail.com AND cvrp.4426.3@gmail.com.

5. Quotation must utilize forms provided in the invitation to quote. One 
 (1) Original and two (2) copies are to be submitted in sealed labelled
  envelopes to the address indicated below. Quotations by email 
 WILL NOT be accepted.

6. Suppliers are informed that they can only quote for the type of PCs and 
 Monitors specified, and quote for all items in this Invitation. 
 Price quotations will be evaluated for all the items. Price quotations
 should be Inclusive of General Sales Tax.

7. Your quotation(s) should be submitted as per the following instructions
  and in accordance with the Terms and Conditions of supply in the attached 
 Quote Submission Sheet.
 (i)  VALIDITY OF THE OFFER: Your quotation(s) should be 
  valid for a period of 90 days from the date of receipt for
   quotation(s).
 (ii)  SUBMISSION OF OFFERS: Offers will be submitted on the
   Quote Submission Sheet including a description of specifications 
  offered, Price Schedule for Goods and Related Services. These
   templates are annexed in the full Invitation to Quote. All 
  documents must be completed without any alterations in format,
   and no substitutes shall be accepted. All blank spaces shall be 
  filled in with the information requested.

8. The Purchaser shall award the Contract to the offer which complies
  substantially with the technical specifications and other requirements in
  these documents and represents the lowest price.

9. Quotation must be delivered to the address below at or before 10:00 
 a.m. (Local Belize Time) on November 10th, 2022. Electronic quote
  will not be permitted. Late quote will be rejected. Your quotation should 
 be in the English language in the required format or other similar,
  acceptable format should be addressed and submitted to:

Attention of (Name):  Mr. Rolando Chan, Program Coordinator 
    Program Management Unit
Address:   Program Management Unit 
    First Floor – Soils Lab 
    Ministry of Infrastructure Development 
    and Housing 
    Power Lane, Belmopan 
    Cayo District, Belize
Phone #:    822-1942/822-0100
Email:    pmupcmow@gmail.com, 
    cvrp.4426.3@gmail.com      AND 
    procurement.officer.midh@gmail.com
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Article 21: A Short Course in Democracy
Contributed By  The Human Rights Commission

Universal Declaration of Human Rights at 
70: 30 Articles on 30 Articles

In three concise paragraphs, Article 21 of 
the Universal Declaration of Human Rights 

(UDHR) outlines some of the fundamental 
principles of democracy: the will of the people 
should be the basis of government authority, 
and everyone has the right to take part in the 
government “directly or through freely chosen 
representatives.” It calls for periodic, genuine 
elections with universal suffrage and secret 
ballot, and also establishes that “everyone has 
the right to equal access to public service.”

It does not actually include the word 
“democracy” – which does not appear anywhere 
in the UDHR, apart from one reference, in 
Article 29, to “democratic society.”  Just 
three years after the end of World War II, the 
term “democracy” was already snared up in 

the rapidly developing Cold War ideological 
disputes, with the Soviet bloc and Western 
countries interpreting the term quite differently.

“No famine has ever taken place in the history 
of the world in a functioning democracy.”

–– Amartya Sen, Indian winner of the 1998 
Nobel Prize in economics

This Article, in making core elements of 
democracy a fundamental human right, reflects 
the resounding statement in the Preamble to the 
UDHR that “it is essential” that human rights 
must be protected by rule of law “if man is not to 
be compelled to have recourse, as a last resort, 
to rebellion against tyranny and oppression.”

Fresh in the minds of the UDHR drafters was 
the election of Adolf Hitler through democratic 
processes, and his subsequent rejection of 
the very same processes as a foundation for 
the democratic state. Instead, he advanced 
the Führerprinzip (leader principle) based on 

the philosophy that the best, strongest and 
brightest should rule the weaker and “less pure.” 
Such a leader would command total obedience 
from those under him, and he was above, and 
therefore could totally disregard, the rule of law. 
In this respect, like so many others, the UDHR 
can be seen as a key part of the world’s attempt 
to inoculate itself against any future would-be 
dictators.

To a considerable extent it has been successful: 
the adoption of the Universal Declaration has 
been credited with helping advance the spread 
of democracy throughout the world since 
1950, when there were just 20-25 democratic 
countries. Since then, the percentage of 
countries where the government is formed on 
the basis of majority rule, determined by regular 
elections, has risen considerably, boosted first 
of all by the end of colonialism and then by the 
collapse of Communism in the Soviet Bloc in 
1989.

In recent years, the number of countries around 
the world holding periodic free and fair elections 
rose to a postwar high. However, the tide 
may now be receding, with various countries, 
including established democracies, appearing to 
be moving backwards. A number of think tanks 
and civil society organizations have reported 
that, after years of advance, the proportion of 
“free” democracies is now declining. 

“I do not acknowledge that there are various 
models of democracy; there is just democracy 
itself.”

– Shirin Ebadi, Iranian lawyer and winner of 
2003 Nobel Peace Prize

They place the blame for this on various 
factors, including increasingly brazen actual 
(or would-be) autocrats, divisive politics and 
disillusioned electorates. The United States’ 
withdrawal from its leadership role in promoting 
human rights at the global level is also cited. 
And there are signs that the younger generations 
of adults have little knowledge or memory of 
their parents’ experiences under fascism and 
communism and may be losing faith and interest 
in the democratic project.

Populism, driven by parties from the political 
extremes, is once again pushing for power via 
existing democratic processes – its promoters 
described by former UN Secretary-General 
Kofi Annan as “charismatic individuals or 
fake prophets promising simplistic solutions to 
people’s grievances through radical policies that 
dismiss institutions and laws as either irrelevant 
or inconvenient.”

Democracies are not only about elections 
and parliaments: they also depend on effective 
channels for people’s broader participation in 
policy discussions and decisions, including at 
the local and regional levels; and rule of law 
and human rights are indispensable for a truly 
democratic system.

A number of key rights contained elsewhere 
in the UDHR are among the first casualties 
when democracy withers. Laws are brought in 
to curtail freedom of expression and opinion 
(Article 19); and the freedom of assembly and 
association (Article 20) is also among the first 
to go, smothering civic space (often referred 
to as “the oxygen of democracy”). The rule of 
law Articles (6-11) soon follow – undermined 
by redrawn legislation and amendments to 
Constitutions designed to strengthen the 
leadership’s hold on power.

Once the rule of law 
and independence of Cont’d on pg. 22
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Article 21: A Short 
Course in Democracy

Cont’d from pg. 21 the judiciary have been 
compromised, social, 

economic and cultural rights are endangered, 
especially for those parts of the population 
viewed unfavourably by the party in power. 
The slide from democracy to dictatorship can 
be startlingly rapid.

Even generally well-functioning democracies 
suffer significant shortcomings, such as the 
number of women in public life. According 
to the Inter-Parliamentary Union, the average 
global percentage of women members of 
parliament is just 24 percent, and four national 
parliaments still have no women at all

The number of women ministers is also an 
indication of how much political will there is 
to render a country truly democratic in terms 
of gender balance. The Nordic countries in 
particular have made a major effort to build a 
society based on gender equality, and the current 
Norwegian cabinet is made up of equal numbers 
of women and men.  After his election in 2015, 
Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau also 
appointed an ethnically diverse cabinet with 
15 women and 15 men, saying it “looks like 
Canada.” When questioned later by journalists 
about why he had made – and kept – a promise 
of gender parity, his answer was simple: 
“Because it’s 2015.”

Disclaimer: the opinions expressed by our 
columnists are theirs alone, and are not 
necessarily reflective of the newspaper’s 
stance on the issues touched. We believe it 
is critical that our columnists be allowed 
freedom to generate discussion through their 
expressions on any number of topics.

UDP vs. UDP?
Recall petitioners to challenge rejection in court

By Michelle Sutherland

UD P ' s  V i c e 
Chairman, who 

seems to be leading the 
charge in what has been 
dubbed the Recall Project, 
held a press conference 
with the media on 
Wednesday hinting that he 
is considering taking his 
fellow colleagues to court 
over the recent rejection 
of a recall petition aimed 
at unseating Party Leader 
Moses “Shyne” Barrow.

In his comments to the 
media, August indicated 
that the UDP Chairman 
Michael Peyrefitte had 
acted unilaterally in 
arriving at a decision, and 
as such, the recall team 
is seeking legal advice 
to see whether they can 
take the matter to the 
Supreme Court to have it 
overturned. 

Failing that, it is possible 
that another recall might 
be on the horizon, as 
August said the team is 
also prepared to launch 
another attack and 
this time ensuring that 
they abide by the strict 
guidelines that have been 
put in place.

“The allegation coming 
from them is that they are 
retracting their signatures. 
In other words, they 
were having a change of 
heart. It’s like the legal 
counsel said, they will 
have an opportunity to 
change their mind if they 
want to, but this is not 
the process for that. We 
are in a position where 
the national chairperson 
of the party is taking a 
unilateral decision on this 
matter. We have requested 
for him – while he is the 
national chairperson of the 
party, he is not the legal 
advisor of the party – we 
have requested for him to 
seek the advice of the legal 
advisor of the party and 
he’s refusing to do so. So 
he’s taking this matter on 
a unilateral stance. He is 
telling us that the opinion 
of the legal advisor will be 
just that – a legal opinion. 
But his opinion is also an 
opinion too.”

A u g u s t  w a s 
accompanied by attorney 
Norman Rodriguez, legal 

Alberto August

representative for the 
Recall Project, who stated 
that the recall petition 
should have been handled 
similarly to the election 
process. A process that 
Rodriguez says that the 
chairman should count 
the ballots the same way 
he received them and then 
declares the results.

 “Delegates do not have 
the opportunity to cancel 
or retract any of those 
petitions once they are 
delivered to the chairman, 
it is like a normal election 
process. Once you go to 
the polls and vote, and the 
polls close at six or seven, 
you cannot go back to the 
returning officer and say 
‘I want to take back my 
ballot.’ So that is the simple 
process. You have signed 
a petition and there is a 
process that you must go 
through. I already outlined 
what must happen after 
you sign. You cannot go 
and retract it and I will say 
that. Of course, they will 
say yes you can retract it, 
so like I said this will be a 

matter that will be decided 
by a judge,” explained 
Rodriguez.

During his sit-down with 
the media, August also 
challenged Peyrefitte’s 
decision to declare that 
the recall had failed due 
to concerns surrounding 
the legitimacy of some 
of the signatures. Those, 
according to August, 
totaled nine and included 
four which they claimed 
were not alternate 
delegates, three from 
persons who did not 
appear on the delegates 
list, and lastly two from 
delegates who had 
resigned. August said 
that while he might be 
inclined to concede the 
first four signatures, he 
can certainly challenge 
the other five. But even 
if they were to concede 
all nine signatures, then 
there are still going to 
be 191 ''valid'' signatures 
left, which is more than 
enough to trigger a recall.

August also dispelled 
claims that delegates 

were allegedly coerced 
or misled into signing 
the recall petition, and 
were not properly briefed 
about the nature of the 
document. That document 
which reportedly did not 
contain any heading 
and which contained 
a total of 66 signatures 
has also been a bone of 
contention among the 
UDP, however, August 
said that the document had 
two pages that contained 
the attachments, while 
the third did not have any 
heading.

Nevertheless, August 
said that delegates were 
given six reasons why 
the party leader should 
be recalled from his post 
at which point they were 
asked to sign the petition 
for his removal if they had 
agreed.

In the end, 43 of those 
persons had allegedly 
requested that their 
signatures be retracted 
from the petition, which 
the Chairman says 
invalidates the petition.
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