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$15 MILLION AND COUNTING!
Excise on regular, diesel up, but tax-revenue losses continue

In the  las t  four 
m o n t h s ,  t h e 

Government of Belize 
lost an accumulative 
$14 .75  mi l l ion  in 
excise-tax revenues in 
an effort to stabilize 
regular  and diesel 
f u e l ,  a n d  d e s p i t e 
recent uprates, GOB 
continues to mount 
up losses, Minister of 
State in the Ministry of 
Finance Christopher 
Coye told The Reporter 
Thursday. 

Coye explained that 
excise tax on diesel 
and regular gasoline are 
now $1.47 and $3.07 
per imperial gallon, 
respectively. Readers 
would recall that in 
June, the government 
had lowered the excise 
tax on the fuel products 
to $0.01 and $0.90 so as 
to keep diesel fuel and 
regular gasoline prices 
fixed at $13.41 and 
$13.50, respectively. 

While the current 
rates are higher relative 
to where they were in 
June, they remain Pg. 3

Human Rights Commission not on 
People's Constitution Commission?

President of Human Rights Commission Leo Bradley Jr. 

Pg. 2

By Michelle Sutherland

As the country is 
faced with one of 

the most important tasks 
to rewrite and modernize 
its constitution, we note 

with great concern that 
one key group that is not 
sitting on the commission 
is the Human Rights 
Commission of Belize 
(HRC).

In fact, following 
several queries about the 
status of the HRC in this 
important process, the 
President of the Human 

Health Officials Raid Pharmacy Express

Pharmacy Express Ltd's subsidiaries were raided by authorities. 

Pg. 3
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Recent reports say that the 
world price of fuel has 
begun to decline.

Prices will continue their downward 
trend because the world recession 
caused by the Covid Pandemic in 
January 2020, has been deepened 
by the Russian aggression against 
her neighbor, Ukraine.

The invasion began on February 
24, 2022, and it has raged with 
unrelenting fury for nearly six 
months. 

The war has galvanized world 
opinion into two opposing camps 
… with  China, North Viet Nam, 
and  Belarus openly supporting 
Russia. 

The United States, Canada, all of 
Western Europe, Britain.  Australia 
and Japan all support Ukraine. 
They have been supplying immense 
amounts of money and modern 
arms to Ukraine to smash the 
Russian threat. 

India, which is locked in an 
intense confrontation with China, 
has remained neutral; has not 
condemned Russian aggression 
because India wants to keep her 
friendship with Russia in the event 
of a conflict with China. 

Russia’s dominant position as a 
supplier of oil and gas has been 
eroded by international sanctions 
imposed by the west. The war 
against Ukraine has been costing 
Russia a lot more than she bargained 
for, and today Russia finds herself 
with a lot of oil that she cannot sell.

Against all odds, oil prices have 
been falling sharply.

Prices have fallen from a high of 
$105 a barrel in June to $90 today. 
Other oil producers have begun 
to beef up their production while 
countries the world over have found 
ways to cut down their dependence 
on oil.

The result will be a break for 
countries like Belize who cannot 
bear the staggering burden of high 
oil. It will take a week or two for 
the lower world demand to have 
an impact on prices in Belize. 
But these lower prices are in the 
pipeline. They will come at the 
price of a world recession, but they 
will come.

Editor Sir:

Recently, we confined to the dust of our 
graveyards the human remains of perhaps two of 
the most important leaders of Belize. In my mind, 
I have lined up these two men alongside of the 
Founder of the Nation. The days between their 
passing and burial were historical moments of 
sorrow and sadness, because they represented to 
me not truth and HONOR, but the Creole political 
principle, “OGLY WIN BETTA DAN PRETTY 
LOSE.” With filthy lucre they bought the support 
of those anxious to enjoy the fruits of power.

Sometimes, I even turn against myself conceding 
that many boots of righteousness should kick me 
with a proper scolding: “Yes what does it profit to 
gain the whole world but suffer the loss…” You 
should have stood up for your belief!

Have you ever reflected how Almighty God in 
his merciful providence in the history of Western 
Civilization has allowed important and powerful 
kings to satiate their lustful flesh, causing 
unspeakable suffering but eventually bringing 
about the design of greater wisdom for his people.

Henry VIII of England wanted a new wife 
because his present one was not giving him a male 
heir… Instead, he got a girl who would become 
Elizabeth I. And what a great, long reigning 
sovereign she became!

Recently, our present reigning head of 
state celebrated SEVENTY YEARS of reign. 
Probably the longest reigning queen throughout 
Christendom ever!

Just some few months ago the Queen’s Chaplain 
and Anglican Bishop told the Queen he was going 
to become a Catholic! She approved of his leaving 
her service to serve HIS OWN CONSCIENCE.

Nearly five centuries ago Henry had the head 
of his Chancellor Sir Thomas Moor cut off for 

refusing to approve his marriage to the mother of 
his daughter – Ann Boleyn!

Do you know what I keep on saying – MAN 
PROPOSES, GOD DISPOSES:

Actually, what I continue to write this morning 
is somewhat preparatory to the comments I wish 
to make to the CONSTITUTION REVIEW 
COMMISSION.

Could we make it be the most productive, well-
reasoned intellectual exercise that will make 
Belize emerge as an intellectual leader not only 
in the Caribbean but also to the whole world. 
Therefore, let us restrain ourselves calling for 
the exclusion of this one or that one. Everybody 
must be heard.

Curiously, I would like to take back a suggestion 
made about three years ago…I suggested that in 
the appointment of the Chief Justice the legal 
term “with the concurrence of the Leader of the 
Opposition” be substituted for “after consultation”

Just think: we could spend the whole of One 
Term of Government with two men disagreeing:

Why not give the duty of choosing to the 
National Assembly, as is done for appointing 
the Ombudsman. Yes, the debate may highlight 
the sins of the CJ. Believe me: No One will be 
shocked! We are all mortal men and women – 
ALL IMPERFECT!

We shall also need to increase the numbers of 
PRINCIPLES in the PREAMBLE from SIX to 
EIGHT (6-8).

BECAUSE the main pillars of our nation are 
ALMIGHTY GOD. We need to start our new 
national life by obeying HIS COMMANDS the 
SECOND of which is LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR 
as yourself: This spells to me DIVERSITY – 7! 
This means to me TOLERACE – 8!

Paul Rodriguez OBE

Eight Pillars

Human Rights Commission not ...
Cont’d from pg. 1
Rights Commission in 

Belize Leo Bradley Jr. 
contacted The Reporter to 
say that the commission 
will be discussing the 
matter next week at a 
board meeting. While 
Bradley would not go 
into further details of 
what that discussion 
will center around, he 
said that until after that 
process is completed then 
he will be able to make a 
statement on the matter.

The Reporter also 
reached out to the 
Minister of Public 
Service, Constitutional 
and Political reform 
Henry Charles Usher 
who confirmed via a 
WhatsApp message that 
the HRC was in fact 
not one of the bodies 
that is sitting on the 
Commission. Usher, 
however, reiterated that 
like the previous Reform 
Commission of 1999, 
where the HRC was not 
listed as a member, it 

nonetheless ended up 
playing a major role in 
the process. The minister 
opined that this current 
process will be similar.

“I think too much 
focus has been put on 
who is around the table. 
Remember, this is the 
People’s Constitution 
Commiss ion .  The 
views of the Belizean 
people are paramount, 
and the Commission’s 
mandate is to consult and 
incorporate those views,” 
Usher commented to the 
Reporter.

He added that while 
the HRC does not have a 
seat on the commission, 
“everyone and every 
group will have an 
opportunity to present 
their views.”

P r e s e n t l y ,  t h e 
People’s Constitution 
Commission Bill shows 
that the commission has 
21 members seated at the 
table. This list includes 
political groups, the 
business community, 

representatives from 
non -gove rnmen ta l 
organiza t ions ,  the 
various unions, the 
village councils, the 
various ethnic groups, 
the legal community, the 
churches, the education 
sector, the health sector, 
media and the LGBTQI+ 
community.

The  commiss ion 
will have a period of 
18 months to conduct a 
comprehensive look at 
the Constitution, engage 
in national consultation, 
report back, and make 
recommendations to 
the Ministry of Public 
Service, Constitutional 
and Political Reform.
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CLASSIFIED ADS
FOR RENT: TWO-person apartment - located at the corner West and Allenby Streets, 

southside Belize City. Single bedroom,spacious living room and kitchen. Secure with concrete 
walls and floor. Hot and cold water & Internet. Electricity and water are separate. Kitchen sink 
installed. $400.00 a month with payment in advance. Call 672-4454 or 227- 2503 for more 
details or for viewing opportunity.

FOR RENT: Two person apartment at corner West and Basra Streets, Belize City. 
Single bedroom, small living room and kitchen. Ground floor, secure with concrete walls and 
floor. Hot and cold water. Kitchen sink installed. $400.00 a month with payment in advance. 
Call 672-4454 or 227-2503 for more details or for viewing opportunity.

$15 MILLION AND COUNTING!...
Cont’d from pg. 1

below their original 
levels. “We continue to 
incur mounting excise 
tax losses [due to the 
pr ice  s tabi l izat ion 
p r o g r a m ] , ”  C o y e 
underscored. “Recall 
that immediately before 
Government started the 
stabilization program, 
the excise tax on diesel 
was $3.57 per imperial 
gallon and $3.95 per 
imperial gallon for 
regular gasoline.” 

C o n s e q u e n t l y , 
the minister added, 
“Clearly, we are still 
continuing to suffer 
an excise loss of $2.10 
and $0.88 per imperial 
gallon.” 

Coye explained that 

all that has changed 
is that the “rate of 
loss has since as the 
government continues 
to accumulate revenue 
losses. In July alone, 
the government lost 
about $6.5 million 
when the excises taxes 
were “nearing zero for 
the month.” 

The price stabilization 
p r o g r a m  i s  t h e 
government’s policy 
in which it has virtually 
fixed the prices for 
diesel and regular. 
Under the program, 
when the international 
prices and acquisition 
costs were climbing, 
the excise duty was cut 
in an effort to absorb 
some of the fuel cost 

pass-through. 
At present, global 

prices—while s t i l l 
v o l a t i l e — h a v e 
begun to show signs 
o f  dec l i n ing .  Fo r 
instance, on Thursday, 
Reuters reported that 
the “average price of 
U.S. retail gasoline fell 
below $4 per gallon…
for the first time in 
months.” 

H o w e v e r ,  t h e 
stabilization program 
a lso  works  in  the 
reverse. It was designed 
to help government 
minimize its overall 
revenue shortfall by 
keeping the prices of 
the two products fixed 
in the $13 range even 
when acquisition costs 
began to decline. To put 

this into perspective, 
if the excise duty on 
regular gasoline was 
still at $0.90 (instead 
of the current $3.07) 
the price at the pump 
would be closer to 
$11.33. For Diesel, 
the June 2022 excise 
rate of $0.01 would 
have had present pump 
prices closer to $11.95.

However, it is also 
worth noting where 
t h e  p u m p  p r i c e s 
would have been if the 
original excise rates 
($3.57 for Diesel and 
$3.95 for Regular) 
w e r e  m a i n t a i n e d , 
a n d  t h e  p r i c e 
stabilization program 
was abandoned. For 
Regular gasoline, the 
price would have been 

As of July 28th, excise on Regular is $3.07
closer to $14.38 per 
gallon. For Diesel, the 

price would have been 
more than $15.00, all 

Health Officials Raid Pharmacy Express
A large quantity of 

‘pharmaceuticals’ was 
confiscated by health 
officials during a raid 
at four pharmacies 
located at Fort Street 
To u r i s m  Vi l l a g e 
in Belize City. On 
Thursday morning, 
h e a l t h  o f f i c i a l s 
descended on RX, 
Pharmacy Express, 
Pharmacy Save and 
Vi l l a g e  D i s c o u n t 
Pharmacy all under 
the umbrella company 
Pharmacy Express 
L i m i t e d  w h i c h  i s 
owned by Julius and 
Angela Zabaneh. 

A t t o r n e y s  f o r 

Pharmacy Express 
L i m i t e d  t o l d  t h e 
Reporter that their 
client is “considering 
al l  avenues at  the 
m o m e n t ”  w h e n 
asked if legal action 
will be taken against 
t h e  G o v e r n m e n t . 
A t t o r n e y  H e c t o r 
Guer ra  o f  Mar ine 
Parade Chambers LLP 
described the raid as 
“unlawful, arbitrary 
and clearly excessive” 
and confirmed that 
‘pharmaceuticals’ were 
taken. Health officials 
were there to ensure 
that health regulations 
were being followed 

after they received 
information that the 
four drugstores were 
distributing controlled 
drugs over the counter. 

 W h e n  o f f i c i a l s 
arrived they were met 
with resistance from 
company employees 
who demanded that 
search warrants be 
produced. This is when 
police were called in 
with the warrants and 
a Justice of the Peace 
to witness the breaking 
of padlocks that were 
fastened. Medications 
from two of the stores 
searched were taken 
to the Central Health 

Region offices for 
documentation and 
storage. The company 
was unable to provide 
proper documentation 
f o r  t h e  i t e m s 
confiscated.   The 
raid ended after seven 
hours and after a high-
ranking government 
official made a call, 
ins t ruc t ing  hea l th 
officials to stand down. 

 Health and Wellness 
Minister who is on 
personal leave said, 
“I know an inspection 
was to be done at 
the said location this 
week.”  

P r e s i d e n t  o f 
t h e  P h a r m a c i s t s 
Association of Belize 
Seleny Villanueva-
Pott said she cannot 
comment on a matter 
tha t  has  not  been 
d i s c u s s e d  b y  t h e 
association. 

 Pharmacy Express 
Limited came under 
the magnifying glass 

w h e n  t h e  S o c i a l 
Security Board (SSB) 
published a notice on 
investment in which 
i t  said that  i t  was 
proposing to lend $7 
million to Pharmacy 
E x p r e s s  L i m i t e d 
“for refinancing and 
inventory purchases”. 
The proposal raised 
eyebrows including 
those from Minister 
B e r n a r d .  A b r i e f 
r e l e a s e  f r o m  h i s 
ministry says that it 
has some “concerns 
related to this loan 
and hopes to meet 
the autonomous SSB 
to relay its concern 
before it makes its 
final determination on 
this proposed loan.” 
Health and Wellness 
CEO Dr. Julio Sabido 
met with SSB’s Board 
of Directors on July 
28 and shared the 
ministry’s concerns. 

 I n  a  T h u r s d a y 
evening press release, 

SSB informed that 
Pharmacy Express 
Limited (PEL) had 
withdrawn their “loan 
application, to which 
the SSB responded 
by accepting [the] 
same.” The SSB press 
release adds that PEL’s 
withdrawal “brings the 
loan approval process 
and the inquiry, in 
relation to PEL matter, 
to an end.” 

The SSB release 
also informed that 
t h e  M i n i s t r y  o f 
Health and Wellness 
(MOHW)’s objection 
to the $7 million loan 
application was based 
on the fact that “PEL 
is not in possession 
of a pharmaceutical 
license to operate and, 
therefore, the entity 
was operating without 
a license and should 
not  be  d ispens ing 
o r  s u p p l y i n g 
pharmaceuticals to the 
public.” 
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NOTICE OF DISSOLUTION
“Notice is hereby given to all interested parties that the below companies have 

been dissolved and struck off the International Business Companies Register.

Company Name      Date of Dissolution
LEO CONSULTING INC.   28th July 2022
BARNRIO Corporation         28th July 2022
Xclusivads Limited    28th July 2022
Baboon International Corporation  28th July 2022
SeaSky Traders Ltd.    28th July 2022
Black Crescent Ltd.    4th August 2022      

Frontier International Business Services Limited
Registered Agent 

Weightlifting association calls on 
GOB for financial support

Sports  Minis ter 
Rodwell Ferguson 

Sr was forced to defend 
himself on social media 
after it was insinuated 
that the Ministry of 
Spor ts  offered  no 
assistance to the Belize 
Powerlifting Association 
whose members leave 
the country on Friday 
to compete in the North 
American Powerlifting 
C h a m p i o n s h i p  i n 
Panama. 

The minister posted on 
his personal Facebook 
page at 6:39 pm on 
August 9th that “at no 
time the National Sports 
Council nor myself have 
received any letter of 
request from any weight 
lifting organization.” 

The minister was 
responding to attorney 
Audrey Matura, whose 
son, Leo Matura, is one 
of the eight competing 
athletes. Matura had 
taken to Facebook to 
compla in  tha t  the 
Association has received 
little to no support from 
the community and 
government agencies. 

 Nonetheless, Minister 
Ferguson said that he 
instructed the Director 
of Sports at the National 
Sports Council, Ian Cal, 
to make a donation. 

Cal confirmed that 
a cash donation of 
$1,500 was given to the 
association. 

In a letter sent on 
August 10, the president 
of the association tells 
Cal that “at this stage, we 
need the financial support 
of the sum of $30,000 
to successfully facilitate 
not only the current 
NAPF Championships 
b u t  a l s o  s e v e r a l 
upcoming international 
appearances.” 

Cal said, “We cannot 
just give them $30,000 
overnight .  That  is 
impractical. That is 
unfair to those who are 
registered with us and 
this is an invitational 
that they got. They are 
not the national team. 
It is an invitation that 
they got. We have to be 
very careful when we 
are dealing with public 
money and we have to 
ensure that everyone 
follows the guidelines in 
place.” 

 O n e  o f  t h o s e 
guidelines includes 
being registered with the 
Council, something that 
Cal says the Association 
failed to do. “We are the 

regulating body of sports 
in the country, however, 
there are certain things 
that you need to follow 
as an association or 
federation. One of them 
is reregistering every 
year at the National 
Sports Council because 
you need to submit your 
financials, a calendar of 
events and that is part 
of the requirements,” 
said Cal. He added that 
entities registered with 
the Council have certain 
privileges including 
funding and other forms 
of support. 

 In the August 10th 
letter, the association’s 
President Khalid Usher 
concedes that no letter 
was sent to the Council. 

U s h e r  w r i t e s , 
“Unfortunately, we did 
not send a letter this 
year, but because of the 
history of being ignored 
by our governmental 
institutions, we felt that 
it would be another failed 
attempt at garnering the 
government’s support.” 

While Cal agrees that 
the association received 
no support from the 
previous Council, he said 
that is not an excuse. 
Usher further explained, 
“We are registered and 
not aware that such 
registration had to be 
renewed for the 2022 
period as we were 
routinely given notice of 
renewal before and got 
no notice to that effect 
from the NSC.” Cal 
rebutted, saying that it is 
not the responsibility of 
the Council to ensure that 
associations reregister. 
Cal is encouraging the 
Association to reregister 
this year. 

In place of uniforms, the 
associations purchased 
f i v e  p l a c e h o l d e r 
“uniforms” which will be 

shared among the eight 
participating athletes. 
One of those athletes is 

Leo Matura who will be 
competing in the 74 kg 
category. Matura says 
that he hopes to gain a lot 
of experience and return 
home with a medal. 
Robert Williams will be 
joining Matura and he 

will compete in the 120 
kg category. 

Despite its challenges, 
the association was able 
to raise some funds 
through a raffle. The 
association also received 
financial assistance from 

the Belize Tourism 
Board towards travel 
expenses.

 T h e  N o r t h 
American Powerlifting 
Championship begins on 
August 14th and ends on 
the 18th. 

National Sports Council's Director Ian Cal
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Rebel Returns to Request Paid Study Leave Abroad
By Michelle Sutherland

Several  months 
ago, PUP City 

Councilor and former 
Deputy Mayor, Micah 
Goodin went down as 
a “Rebel Forever” 
a f t e r  he  op t ed  to 
resign from his senior 
post as opposed to 
being voted out by 
his colleagues, but 
Goodin is back, this 
time requesting that 
his colleague support 
his request to go on 
study leave with full 
salary.

A c c o r d i n g  t o 
informat ion,  a f ter 
Good in  r an  a fou l 
w i th  t he  counc i l , 
he managed to get 
a scholarship from 
t h e  G o v e r n m e n t 
t o  p u r s u e  a  l a w 
degree,  reportedly 
in  Barbados  for  a 

period of three years. 
Since the incident, 
h o w e v e r ,  G o o d i n 
and Mayor Bernard 
Wagner have not been 
on good terms,  so 
instead of requesting 
permission from his 
boss, Goodin penned 
a n  e m a i l  t o  h i s 
colleagues seeking 
their support instead.

I n  t h a t  e m a i l , 
G o o d i n  c l a i m e d 
that he has already 
been accepted to the 
Mona Campus of the 
University of West 
Indies  in  Jamaica, 
U W I ’s  C a v e  H i l l 
Campus in Barbados, 
and the University of 
Guyana. He wrote, 
“ I  would  be  t ru ly 
d e l i g h t e d  i f  y o u 
would approve the 
motion for my study 
o n  l e g a l  s t u d i e s . 
Through this medium, 

I am humbly seeking 
your approval as it is 
the respectable thing 
to do before I book 
my flight.”

We  h a v e  b e e n 
reliably informed that 
in the first instance 
Goodin is requesting 
leave from September 
1st, 2022 to December 
15th, 2022 to attend 
h i s  f i r s t  semes te r 
abroad. Additionally, 
he is requesting that 
his leave be granted 
with pay so that none 
of his allowances are 
cut off and has also 
agreed to relinquish 
all of his portfolios, 
a n d  a t t e n d  C i t y 
Counc i l  mee t ings 
virtually.

The problem with 
all  this is that the 
Belize City Council 
Act states that only 
t h e  m a y o r,  a l o n g 

with the support of 
four members of the 
counci l ,  can grant 
a  fel low councilor 
leave .  That  leave , 
however, can only be 
granted for a period 
no t  exceed ing  s ix 
months.  With only 
18 months remaining 
in their term and the 
fact that law degrees 
would usually take 
u p w a r d s  o f  t h r e e 
years to complete, 
there are concerns 
about how this will 
affect the council's 
pe r fo rmance  on  a 
whole.

“I believe we have 
a b o u t  1 8  m o n t h s 
r e m a i n i n g  o n  o u r 
term. By law, if we 
would grant leave, 
it would be on a six-
month segment,” said 
Mayor  Wagner  on 
Wednesday. “And so, 
you would be looking 
at a three consecutive 
rol l ing out  of  that 
s ix-month window 
for him to exercise 
that leave. So, all I 
would say is that it's 
up to the councilors. 
For me to move, I 
need the concurrence 
of four councilors. 
Again, with respect 
to leave with pay or 
leave without pay, we 
have never addressed 
that issue. All I'm told 
is that the councilor 
has  requested that 
he be relieved of his 
portfolios during that 
time." 

Wagner also stated 
that Goodin should 
have written directly 
to him as opposed 
t o  w r i t i n g  t o  t h e 
s e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e 
caucus. Additionally, 

he claimed that as far 
as he is aware, Goodin 
has not been able to 
sway the support of 
four of his colleagues.  

Re l i ab l e  r epo r t s 
are that Goodin has 
not been able to gain 
that support because 
his  col leagues  are 
o f  t h e  v i e w  t h a t 
compensation should 
not be given to anyone 
that is not performing 
their duties at City 
H a l l  e s p e c i a l l y 
since that money is 
extracted from the 
public’s purse.

“In terms of leave 
with pay, the council 
w o u l d  h a v e  t o 
determine if that is the 
route we want to go. 
There’s no free ride 
here, you must earn 
every penny. This is 
the way Bel izeans 
are .  Bel izeans  are 
struggling each and 
every day out there to 
earn a living and how 
would it look for us 
as a council that we 
grant leave with pay,” 
ended the Mayor.

In early June of this 
yea r,  Good in  was 
forced to resign from 
his  post  as  deputy 
m a y o r  f o l l o w i n g 
a n  e a r l y  m o r n i n g 
gunslinging in Belize 
City which left one 
person injured. While 
i t  i s  s t i l l  unc l ea r 
whether Goodin had 
fired any gunshot from 
his licensed firearm, 
he faced extensive 
public scrutiny for 
b e i n g  a m o n g  t h e 
group of men who 
were accused of firing 
several gunshots at 
each other.

Belize City Councilor Micah Goodin 
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Relative of deceased soldier who died by suicide calls on 
authorities to conduct a full investigation into her death

By Michelle Sutherland

Wh a t  i s  t h e 
Min i s t ry  o f 

National Defence and 
Border Security doing 
to address reports of 
sexual misconduct, 
sexual harassment, and 
sexual assault on female 
officers that have joined 
the rank and file of the 
Belize Defence Force? 
That is the question, that 
one grieving family is 
asking having recently 
lost one of their own who 
reportedly committed 
suicide after allegedly 
being physically and 
sexually assaulted by 
one of her superiors.

Following reports of 
the incident last week, 
The Reporter attempted 
to get those answers from 
the Minister of State in 
the Ministry of Defence 
Oscar Mira. He, however, 
indicated that he had 
spoken to his Minister 
Florencio Marin who 
had indicated that he has 
already given a statement 
and will refrain from 
offering any additional 
comment on the matter.

Marin was referring to 
an interview that he gave 
last week in which he had 
indicated that he would 
withhold his comments 
until after the funeral. 
He also confirmed that 
the Police Department 
was involved in the 
investigation while the 
BDF has also been in 

Micah Miguel’s family demand a full 
investigation into the circumstances 

surrounding her death. 
communication with 
the family. Marin, 
however, refused to go 
into any other details but 
claimed that his ministry 
has been in constant 
communication with the 
BDF Commander to see 
how they could retain 
psychiatric assistance 
for their officers and 
improve their overall 
wellness.

On Monday, Assistant 
Superintendent of Police 
Alfonso Aban, officer 
commanding Crimes 
Investigation Branch 
(CIB), confirmed that the 
Belize Police Department 
was investigating claims 
surrounding the death of 
Micah Miguel, 23, who 
allegedly committed 
suicide sometime last 
week. Aban said that 
the investigation is 
pursuing claims made 
by the deceased family 
that she had been bullied, 
sexually assaulted and 
even physically assaulted 
by senior officials in 
the force. He added 
that authorities are 
seeking one individual 
for questioning and 
promised that when that 
person is detained and 
interviewed then he will 
brief the media on those 
developments.

Last week Thursday, 
the family of the deceased 
Sergeant identified as 
Micah Miguel, 23, called 
the media out to the 
Belize Medical College 

on the Boom/ Hattieville 
Road to express their 
disappointment with how 
authorities mishandled 
their daughter’s cases 
and even mistreated her 
body while it was in 
the morgue awaiting an 
autopsy. When the media 
met up with the family, 
they claimed that when 
they went to identify 
her at the morgue 
she was already in a 
decomposing state and 
apart from her tattoos she 
was unrecognizable.

M i g u e l ’s  f a t h e r 
Michael Miguel told the 
media that he had spoken 
to his daughter over the 
phone the day before she 
took her life and she had 
indicated that she was 
coming home to him at 
his home in Mahogany 
Heights Village. The 

grieving father said that 
while he waited for his 
daughter the following 
day, he received the 
shocking news that she 
had instead gone to her 
aunt’s home in Ladyville 
where she reportedly 
ended her life in one of 
the rooms.

Michael told the 
press that while he was 
aware that his daughter 
was going through 
depression, he never 
imagined that she would 
have committed suicide. 
He said that after he found 
out what had happened, 
he was informed that his 
daughter was placed on 
suicide watch but was 
released prematurely. 
He alleged that she was 
being bullied at camp 
and that at no point did 
the BDF call him as next 

of kin and to inform him 
of all that was happening.

When asked whether he 
thinks that the counselor 
posted at the BDF camp 
in Ladyville provided 
his daughter with the 
required counseling, 
Michael responded, “I 
don't think so because 
the counselor from BDF 
right now is talking 
sketchy.”

Miguel added, “I know 
she didn't get the real. 
Because they said, the 
two culprits that did this 
thing, it's a sergeant and a 
next high man. But that's 
the thing, right? They 
said they would deal with 
us, but that can't bring 
back my daughter. I want 
to see justice because I 
feel like one of the guys, 
they said did it, I hear 
how he even beat her up 

on camp, belittled her on 
the camp, so I really want 
to get into this deeply and 
see what I could do for 
my daughter because it's 
not going like this.”

In 2020, Miguel was 
among a list of recruits 
who had formed part 
of an investigation after 
allegations of sexual 
and physical assault had 
surfaced at the camp. 
Reports are that while 
Miguel was interviewed, 
the report said that while 
an inappropriate incident 
had happened between 
her and a corporal, “no 
signs of any sexual 
assault can be established 
based on an interview 
given by her.” It is quite 
unclear what happened 
to that investigation 
and if anyone was ever 
criminally charged.
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H.E. David Kuan-
Chou Chien

Taiwanese Ambassador Voices Concerns 
over China’s Recent Show of Force

T h e  U S 
c o n g r e s s i o n a l 
delegat ion,  led  by 

H o u s e  S p e a k e r 
N a n c y  P e l o s i , 
r e c e n t l y  v i s i t e d 

Taiwan from August 
2nd to 3rd. During 
her  v i s i t ,  Speaker 
Pelosi voiced strong 
support for Taiwan’s 
democracy and raised 
the profile of Taiwan 

internationally. Right 
after Speaker Pelosi’s 
departure, however, 
C h i n a  c o n d u c t e d 
large-scale military 
e x e r c i s e s  a n d 
l aunched  ba l l i s t i c 
missiles in the waters 
surrounding Taiwan. 
We strongly condemn 
China’s  ext remely 
i r r e s p o n s i b l e 
behavior.

China’s targeted, 
large-scale military 
e x e r c i s e s  a r e 
serious provocation. 
By  us ing  Speake r 
P e l o s i ’s  v i s i t  t o 
Taiwan as a pretext, 
Ch ina  pu r sues  i t s 
t rue  in t en t ions  in 
a number of ways. 
F i rs t ly,  China  has 
threatened Taiwan 
militarily for years, 
a n d  i t  c o n t i n u e s 
t o  u p g r a d e  i t s 
efforts. China aims 
t o  n o w  i n f l u e n c e 
t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
c o m m u n i t y ’ s 
f r e e d o m  o f 
n a v i g a t i o n  i n  t h e 
waters and airspace 
of the Taiwan Strait 
by denying that  i t 
is  an international 
waterway. 

On this occasion, 
C h i n a  t r i e s  t o 
routinize its actions 
i n  a n  a t t e m p t  t o 
disrupt the long-term 
status quo across the 
Taiwan Strait. 

Second ly,  Ch ina 
has used the drills 
in its military play-
b o o k  t o  p r e p a r e 
for the invasion of 
Taiwan. It conducts 
n o t  o n l y  m i l i t a r y 
e x e r c i s e s  a n d 
missile launches, but 
a l so  cybera t tacks , 
disinformation, and 
economic coercion, 
i n  a n  a t t e m p t  t o 
w e a k e n  p u b l i c 
morale in Taiwan. 

Thirdly,  in terms 
of the range of i ts 
missile tests, China 
is clearly trying to 

deter other countries 
from interfering in 
its attempt to invade 
Ta i w a n .  I n  o t h e r 
words, China’s real 
i n t e n t i o n  b e h i n d 
t h e s e  m i l i t a r y 
exercises is to alter 
the status quo in the 
Taiwan Strait and the 
entire region. This 
has already brought 
significantly unstable 
e l emen t s  i n to  t he 
mix, threatening the 
regional and global 
security. 

In facing China’s 
mili tary exercises, 
Ta i w a n ’s  p e o p l e , 
society, military and 
g o v e r n m e n t  h a v e 
displayed resilience 
a n d  c o n f i d e n c e , 
and remained calm. 
D e s p i t e  C h i n a ’ s 
continued attempts 
to intimidate Taiwan, 
the Taiwanese people 
will not panic and are 
resolved to not  be 
defeated. 

T a i w a n  w i l l 
continue to staunchly 
uphold its free and 
democratic way of 
l i f e .  A c t i n g  u p o n 
its beliefs with the 
same determination, 
T a i w a n  w i l l 
continue to defend 
i t s  s o v e r e i g n t y , 
freedom, democracy, 
a n d  p r o s p e r i t y . 
We  a l s o  c a l l  o n 
t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
community to support 
Ta i w a n  i n  u n i s o n 
and  pu t  a  s top  to 
China’s irresponsible 
threats and ambitious 
e x p a n s i o n ,  a n d 
j o i n t l y  s a f e g u a r d 
the value of freedom 
and democracy,  to 
m a i n t a i n  a  f r e e , 
stable and prosperous 
world. 

We  w o u l d  l i k e 
t o  e x t e n d  o u r 
a p p r e c i a t i o n  t o 
t h e  G o v e r n m e n t 
o f  B e l i z e ,  l e d  b y 
Hon. John Briceño, 
Prime Minister, for 
the prompt support 
and reaff irming to 
strengthen the strong 
and close bilateral 
relationship between 
Belize and Taiwan. 
As Belize and Taiwan 
share the values of 
democracy, freedom 
and human r ights , 
and have enjoyed the 
rock-solid friendship 
and partnership for 
the  pas t  33  years , 
Taiwan will continue 
to work together with 
Belize to consolidate 
o u r  l o n g - l a s t i n g 
partnership.  

Kuan-Chou Chien (David K.C. Chien)
Ambassador of the Republic of China (Taiwan) to Belize
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Consultancy Services to Develop a Transport App for Smart Cities 

(INDIVIDUAL CONSULTANT)

Country:  BELIZE 
Project Name: E-Mobility 
Period of assignment/services: 45 working days over a period of 6 months

Background:
UNDP Belize in partnership with the Government of Belize, Ministry of 

Energy and the Belize City Council, with funding from the European Union 
(EU) has launched a project on the decarbonization of Belize’s Public transport 
sector through the introduction of electric vehicle technology. The EU funded 
E-Mobility project, pilots the inclusion of electric buses as a means of satisfying 
growing public transportation demands for sector efficiency and modernization. 
The Project focuses on demonstrating conditions and early experience for 
e-mobility integration into the national public transportation system, informing 
sector growth and investment planning. This ‘Sustainable City’ initiative 
offers innovative, smart and technical solutions for urban challenges ensuring 
inclusiveness of action and improving accessibility of services to the city’s 
population.

In support of the emobility pilot, the project hopes to introduce “SMART” 
governance systems aimed to positively impact all residents of Belize City 
particularly vulnerable groups such as women and youth, PWDs and the elderly.

UNDP Belize is seeking a mobile application developer to develop the transport 
mobile application for Smart Cities Within the framework of Smart Mobility, the 
project supports the development of a mobile application with real time tracking 
of electric buses and other participating vehicles. This is meant to address the 
current irregularity of city buses and the difficulty experienced by passengers 
to gauge bus wait time. The app is also meant to monitor seat availability and 
whether transportation option is accessible to persons with disabilities. This app 
will be launched through a smart cities app platform, but the information will also 
be displayed on screens staged in strategic areas in Belize City, as an interactive 
map for those who are unable to access the app through their phones. The initial 
phase of the app will focus on catering the need of the people regarding the 
irregularity of the bus schedule.

Objectives, Duties and Responsibilities:
The overall objective of the assignment is to develop: 
 1. A user friendly Mobile Application 
 2. Focus on Bus Schedule and support to a cashless public transport 
  system Support capacity building, knowledge management, and
   documentation of lessons learned

Qualification, Experience and Skills:
• Master’s Degree or equivalent Advanced Degree in Software Engineering, 
 Computer Science, information technology, web developer, graphic
  designing or other related disciplines
• Progressive experience of working in the development of mobile 
 applications; 
• Capacity to understand the needs for the app development, 
• the ability to communicate openly and integrate all feedback which is 
 provided; 
• A proven track record of developing successful mobile applications;
• Working experience in developing graphically designed products for
  UNDP or other organizations from the UN system.
• Experience working in a fast-paced environment managing and meeting
  multiple deadlines and priorities
• Fluency in English 

Request for Proposal Package located:
Please download the RFP package at:
https://procurement-notices.undp.org/view_notice.cfm?notice_id=94182 
or
https://www.ungm.org/Public/Notice/Index/179678

Submission of Application Package:
Technical Proposals are required to submit by email clearly labeled 

RFP: Consultancy Services to Develop a Transport App for Smart Cities

United Nations Development Programme 
Attn: Procurement Associate 

3rd Floor, Lawrence Nicholas Building. Belmopan
 Cayo District, Belize, C.A. 

Tel: (501) 822-2688, 0467, 4228 
Email: procurement.bz@undp.org

Deadline for Application:  Monday, August 15th, 2022. UTC.

UNDP is committed to achieving workforce diversity in terms of gender, 
nationality and culture. Individuals from minority groups, indigenous 

groups and persons with disabilities are equally encouraged to apply. All 
submissions will be treated with the strictest of confidence.

UNDP does not tolerate sexual exploitation and abuse, any kind of 
harassment, including sexual harassment, and discrimination.
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BOWEN & BOWEN SCHOLAR PROGRAMME WELCOMES 26 NEW STUDENTS

Pursuing Excellence through education
Bowen & Bowen expands the educational horizons of a new generation of leaders in communities across 

Belize through its Scholar Programme. Now in its 8th year, the Programme has awarded over 175 secondary, 
tertiary, and vocational merit-based scholarships to the children of its 1,300+ Members. It is the commitment 
of the company’s Mission Statement of “Pursuing Excellence for a Stronger Belize.”

On 6 August 2022, twenty-six new scholars joined the Programme. The scholarships cover the costs of 
tuition and textbooks and are available to the students throughout their years of study.

This year’s Top Performer in the Programme was 17-year-old Mariel Aguilar Jr., who addressed guests 
at the award ceremony with words of inspiration. Mariel is now pursuing his Associate degree in Accounting 
& Economics.

President/CEO of Bowen & Bowen, Michael H. M. Bowen, expressed gratitude to the parents and 
guardians who nurture and support their students’ educational pursuits. And to the scholars, he commented, 
“Your education is an investment in you; it will expand your minds, open doors, and can never be 
taken away.” 

                       ###
Bowen & Bowen was established in 1932 by Belizeans and for Belizeans. Its mission, Pursuing Excellence 

for a Stronger Belize, has driven the creation of an innovative, customer-centric organization whose 
family of employees is its greatest strength. Bowen & Bowen encompasses an array of subsidiaries in food, 
beverage, transportation, hospitality, and other sectors and develops Belize ethically and responsibly and 
provides opportunities for all Belizeans.

Media Contact: 
Bowen & Bowen 
Rosanna Villanueva, Corporate Relations Manager 
C. +501 610-1973; E. rvillanueva@bowen.bz

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
10 August 2022

Alleged serial baby physical abuser remanded
By Michelle Sutherland

Ac c u s e d  b a b y 
physical abuser 

Troy Banner, 31, has 
been remanded to the 
Belize Central Prison 
on Tuesday, August 
9th, 2022, following 
h i s  a r r a i g n m e n t 
earlier the same day 
on several charges 
relating to injuries 
that his two-week-old 
daughter sustained 
while in his care.

Banner, a resident 
of Camalote village, 
was arraigned in the 
Belmopan Magistrate 
C o u r t  o n  c h a rg e s 
of Grievous Harm, 
Cruelty to a Child, 
a n d  W o u n d i n g . 
H e  a p p e a r e d 
unrepresented in front 
of the court where 
no plea was taken 

from him, and he was 
remanded to prison 
until September 13th, 
2022

On Monday, ASP 
Alfonso Aban,  the 
officer commanding 
t h e  C r i m e s 
Investigation Branch, 
briefed the media on 
what appears to be a 
shocking pattern of 
behavior on Banner’s 
pa r t .  “Po l i ce  was 
called to the Western 
Regional  Hospi ta l 
whe re  a  baby,  15 
days old,  who had 
injuries to her body. 
The baby was later 
on transported to Karl 
Heusner  Memorial 
Hospital where she 
w a s  t r e a t e d  a n d 
released.”

Aban said that based 
on an investigation as 
well as a statement 

given by the child’s 
mother, Banner was 
immediately detained 
for questioning. That 
investigation later led 
to the charges being 
brought against him. 
Aban revealed that the 
department will also 
open an investigation 
into Banner’s “pattern 
of behavior” and if 
needed will reopen 
p r e v i o u s  “ c h i l d 
abuse” cases against 
him. “If he's found to 
be at fault, then the 
police will deal with 
it,” stated Aban.

Over the weekend, 
news  o f  Banner ’s 
d e t e n t i o n  s p r e a d 
rapidly  across  the 
country. 

Banner is said to 
have told authorities 
that he was taking care 
of the baby when she 

Troy Banner is remanded to prison.

accidentally rolled 
off the bed and onto 
the floor, causing her 
injuries.

In  June of  2019, 
B a n n e r  w a s  a l s o 
a c c u s e d  o f  a 
s i m i l a r  i n c i d e n t , 
unfor tuna te ly,  the 
baby, who was only 
two months old, died 
shortly after being 
treated for multiple 
fractures to his head 
and back. 

A n  a u t o p s y 
conducted on baby 
Trevane Banner later 
concluded that he died 
from multiple head 
t r auma  cons i s t en t 
with Battered Child 
Syndrome. Following 
a n  i n v e s t i g a t i o n , 
Banner was detained 
a n d  c h a rg e d  w i t h 
M a n s l a u g h t e r .  A 
couple of days later 

he was also arraigned 
i n  t h e  B e l m o p a n 
M a g i s t r a t e  C o u r t 
where he pleaded not 
guilty to the charge 
and was offered bail 
of  $10,000 p lus  a 
surety of the same 
amount which he was 
able to meet.

In  tha t  ins tance , 
Banner had alleged 
that he was at home 
with the baby feeding 
him through his baby 
bottle when the baby 
suddenly began to 
c h o k e .  B a n n e r 
claimed that he patted 
the baby on the back 
and after realizing that 
the baby was having 
difficulty breathing 
h e  i m m e d i a t e l y 
rushed h im to  the 
hospital for treatment 
where he died shortly 
after. Of note is that 
the deceased child’s 
m o t h e r  D e s t i n y 
Myvett  is  also the 
mother of the latest 
i n f a n t  w h o  w a s 
hospitalized over the 
weekend.

The Reporter spoke 
to one of Banner ’s 
ex-partner, Crystalee 
G a r c i a ,  w h o  a l s o 
happens to share a 
son with Banner. She 
alleged that back in 
2012, when her son 
was only 5 months old, 
she went outside to do 
her laundry, but left 
the baby in Banner’s 
care. Garcia said that 
when she heard her 
son ' s  sc reams  she 
rushed into the house 
and found her baby in 
his rocker and Banner 
standing beside it.

“When I ran in the 
room my baby head 
looked disfigured and 
I snatched him up and 
ran for help not even 
aware that Troy was 

running behind me. 
A policeman rushed 
us to the hospital and 
while in the vehicle 
I asked Troy what he 
did to my baby and he 
said that the baby fell. 
But I remember that 
when I ran into the 
house the baby was in 
his rocker so that did 
not make any sense.”

Garc ia  sa id  tha t 
w h e n  t h e  d o c t o r s 
inspected her baby, 
they found that he 
had bruises  to  the 
face and as many as 
three fractures to his 
head and bruises to 
his back. She claimed 
tha t  doc to r s  l a t e r 
indicated to her that 
the injuries were not 
consistent with a fall 
and appeared to have 
been deliberate. 

Garcia also indicated 
tha t  whi le  Banner 
would occasionally 
physically abuse her, 
on  the  day  of  the 
incident they were 
not fighting. She says 
that,  while Banner 
had threatened her, 
she got the courage 
to leave him after the 
incident with her son. 

She is once more 
calling on authorities 
to conduct a proper 
investigation into the 
latest incident since 
she does not believe 
that it is a coincidence 
but rather a series 
o f  s e r i o u s  a b u s e 
against defenseless 
toddlers who are left 
i n  Banne r ’s  c a r e . 
The young mother 
i s  a l s o  c a l l i n g 
on Banner's common-
law wife to assist her 
in ensuring that he is 
held accountable for 
his actions by assisting 
the police with their 
investigation.
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REQUEST FOR EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST 
INDIVIDUAL CONSULTING SERVICES

Institution: Ministry of Infrastructure Development and Housing
Country: Belize
Project: Additional Financing for George Price Highway 
  Rehabilitation Project
Sector: Infrastructure, Environment and Natural Disasters 
Abstract: Individual Consulting Services – Preparation of 
  Institutional Strengthening in Environmental 
  Compliance 
Loan/Credit/Grant No.: 4616/OC-BL
Deadline: August 25th, 2022, at 2:00 p.m. (Local Belize Time)

The Government of Belize has received financing from the 
Inter-American Development Bank (IDB), towards the cost of the 
Additional Financing for George Price Highway Rehabilitation 
Project (AFGPHRP) and intends to apply part of the proceeds for 
consulting services.

The consulting services (“the Services”) include the contracting 
of an Individual Consultant for forty-five (45) days who will be 
responsible for designing and implementing a training program for 
the relevant stakeholders involved in the construction and supervision 
of the George Price Highway Rehabilitation Project. The training 
program will focus on environmental compliance and knowledge 
of other relevant permitting agencies involved with the project and 
should be designed to determine conformity with environmental 
laws and regulations.

The Ministry of Infrastructure Development and Housing now 
invites eligible Individual Consultants to indicate their interest 
in providing the Services. Interested Consultants should provide 
information demonstrating that they have the required qualifications 
and relevant experience to perform the Services.

A Consultant will be selected in accordance with the procedures 
set out in the Inter-American Development Bank: Policies for 
the Selection and Contracting of Consultants financed by the 
Inter- American Development Bank (GN-2350-15, January 
2020) – Section V, 5.2 Selection of Individual Consultants based on 
Comparison of Qualifications of National Individual Consultants.

Further information can be obtained at the address below during 
office hours:

Program Management Unit 
#1 Power Lane, Belmopan, Cayo 
Office Hours: Monday - Friday 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 
Tel: 501-822-0100/1942 
Email: pmupcmow@gmail.com,  gphrp.3344@midh.gov.bz 
Or      procurement.officer.midh@gmail.com

Expressions of interest must be delivered in a written form 
to the address below (in person, or by mail, or by e-mail) by 
2:00 p.m. (Local Belize Time) on August 25th, 2022.

Attn: Mr. Rolando Chan 
  Program Coordinator 
  Program Management Unit 
  #1 Power Lane, Belmopan 
  Cayo District, Belize 
Tel:  501-822-0100/1942 
E-mail: pmupcmow@gmail.com 
  gphrp.3344@midh.gov.bz 
Or   procurement.officer.midh@gmail.com

VACANCY 
E-Mobility Project Manager

Location:   Belmopan, Belize 
Application Deadline:  23/08/2022, 21:59 
Type of Contract:  National Personnel Service Agreement (NPSA) 
Pre-classified Grade:  NB4 
Expected Duration of Assignment: One Year with possibility of extension subject to
     performance evaluation
Background:
UNDP is committed to achieving workforce diversity in terms of gender, nationality, and culture. Individuals from 

minority groups, indigenous groups and persons with disabilities are equally encouraged to apply. All applications will be 
treated with the strictest confidence.

UNDP does not tolerate sexual exploitation and abuse, any kind of harassment, including sexual harassment, and 
discrimination. All selected candidates will, therefore, undergo rigorous reference and background checks.

Project Description:
Belize’s e-mobility pilot, administered by the UNDP Belize Country Office and funded by the European Union, supports the 

implementation of Belize’s raised ambition Nationally Determined Contributions to the United Nations Framework Convention 
on Climate Change (UNFCCC) and associated Low Emission Development Strategy (LEDS). In line with UNDP’s Global 
Programme to Support Countries with the Shift to Electric Mobility and applying UNDP’s Derisking Renewable Energy 
Investment approach the project addresses policy barriers faced in transitioning towards a low carbon transport sector and the 
enabling of a policy framework supporting e-mobility expansion in country. The project, in partnership with private sector and 
local government institutions, finances the piloting of e-mobility as a means of satisfying growing public transport demands 
for modernization; and focuses on demonstrating conditions and early experience for e-mobility integration into the national 
system, informing sector growth and investment planning.

Scope of Work:
In consultation with the Project Steering Committee, the Project Manager (PM) is responsible for day-to-day management, 

coordination and supervision of the implementation of the Project. Specifically, his\her responsibilities are but not limited to 
the following: 1. Ensuring effective project management of the assigned projects by maintaining the delivery of appropriate 
technical, operational, financial and administrative outputs, while tracking the project progress through monitoring, evaluation 
and reporting; 2. Maintaining collaborative working relationships among key project partners and donors, through effective 
communication, consultation and reporting which assures the timely involvement of local and international experts, organization 
of training and public outreach, purchase of required equipment etc. in accordance with UNDP rules and procedures;

Summary of Key Functions:
1. Ensuring effective project management of the assigned projects by maintaining the delivery of appropriate 
 technical, operational, financial and administrative outputs, while tracking the project’s progress through
  monitoring, evaluation and reporting.
2. Maintaining collaborative working relationships among key project partners and projects’ donors, through effective 
 communication, consultation and reporting

Required Qualifications: 
Min. Education:
 • Master of Science Degree in a subject related to development studies, engineering, economics, or 
  environmental sciences
Or 
 • A Bachelor of Science Degree in a subject related to development studies, engineering, economics, 
  or environmental sciences

Experience and skills:
• Two (2) years of relevant experience in managing projects, including demonstrated capacity to actively explore 
 new, innovative implementation and financing mechanisms to achieve the project objective
• Alternatively, if in possession of Bachelor's degree, four (4) years of relevant administrative or project experience
  in managing projects, including demonstrated capacity to actively explore new, innovative implementation and 
 financing mechanisms to achieve the project objective. 
• Previous experience with public administration procedures in Belize is an asset.
• Project Management Certification or equivalent is an asset.
• Good understanding of national policies and institutional frameworks relevant to Belize’s Energy and Transport 
 sectors;
• Demonstrated experience in liaising and co-operating with government officials, municipal authorities, academic 
 institutions, NGOs and the private sector;
• Good analytical and problem-solving skills and the related ability for adaptive management with prompt action 
 on the conclusion and recommendations coming out from the project’s regular monitoring and self-assessment
  activities as well as from periodic external evaluations;
• Experience in the UN or a development agency is an asset 
• Excellent communications, report writing and analytical skills. 
• Familiarity and prior experience with UNDP procedures would be an asset

Languages: Excellent written and oral communication and presentation skills are required in English. Knowledge 
  of Spanish is considered an asset.

Applications:  UNDP is an equal opportunity employer and, all qualified individuals are encouraged to apply. 

To apply please go to:
E-Mobility Project Manager NPSA 9 - UNDP Careers (oraclecloud.com)
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S  U  D  O  K  U
Medium Puzzle Answer to Puzzle

Sudoku rules  are 
extremely easy: Fill all 
empty squares so that 
the numbers 1 to 9 
appear once in each 
row, column and 3x3 
box.
Tip.
Use a soft erasable 
pencil.  Start with 
the easy puzzles, 
then move on to the 
harder ones.  Make 
small pencilmarks to 
show which numbers 
are allowed in empty 
squares. This will come 
handy when analyzing 
techniques are used.  
Never guess! Only 
make moves based 
on logical deductions.  
There is only one 
unique solution for 
each puzzle.

Central Banks Hike Interest Rates in 
Sync to Tame Inflation Pressures

By Tobias Adrian and Fabio Natalucci

During the pan-
demic, central 

banks  in  both  ad-
vanced and emerg-
ing market economies 
took unprecedented 
measures to ease fi-
nancial conditions and 
support the economic 
recovery, including 
interest-rate cuts and 
asset purchases.

With inflation at 
multi-decade highs in 
many countries and 
pressures broaden-
ing beyond food and 
energy prices, policy-
makers have pivoted 
toward tighter policy. 
As our Chart of the 
Week shows, central 
banks in many emerg-
ing markets proactive-
ly started to hike rates 
earlier last year, fol-
lowed by their coun-
terparts in advanced 
economies in the final 
months of 2021.

The monetary pol-
icy cycle is now in-
creasingly synchro-
n i z e d  a r o u n d  t h e 
world. Importantly, 
the pace of tighten-

ing is accelerating 
in several countries, 
particularly in ad-
vanced economies, 
in terms of both fre-
quency and magni-
tude of rate hikes. 
Some central banks 
have begun to reduce 
the size of their bal-
ance sheets, moving 
further toward nor-
malization of policy.

Stable prices are a 
crucial prerequisite 
for  sustained eco-
nomic growth. With 
risks to the inflation 
outlook tilted to the 
upside, central banks 
must continue nor-
malizing to prevent 
inflationary pressures 
from becoming en-
trenched. They need 
to act resolutely to 
bring inflation back 
to their target, avoid-
ing a de-anchoring of 
inflation expectations 
that would damage 
credibility built over 
the past decades.

Monetary policy 
can’t resolve remain-
ing pandemic-related 

bottlenecks in global 
supply chains and dis-
ruptions in commodi-
ties markets due to the 
war in Ukraine. It can 
however slow overall 
demand to address 
demand-related infla-
tionary pressures, so a 
tightening of financial 
conditions is the goal.

The  h igh  uncer-
tainty clouding the 

economic and infla-
tion outlook hampers 
the ability of central 
banks to provide sim-
ple guidance about the 
future path of policy. 
But clear communica-
tion by central banks 
about the need to fur-
ther t ighten policy 
and steps required to 
control inflation is 
crucial to preserve 

credibility.
Clear communica-

tion is also critical to 
avoid a sharp, disor-
derly tightening of 
financial conditions 
that  could interact 
with,  and amplify, 
existing financial vul-
nerabilities, putting 
economic growth and 
financial stability at 
risk down the road.

NOTICE OF COMMENCED DISSOLUTION
CMH LTD.

(“the Company”)
“Notice is hereby given to all interested parties that CMH LTD. A Company 

incorporated under the IBC Act of Belize commenced dissolution on August 
08th 2022.”

And
Ioannis Papapetrou, with address of Lord Byron Str. 61-63 5th Floor 6023 

Larnaca, Cyrpus is the liquidator of the company.

N ORTHWESTERN MANAGEMENT SERVICES (BELIZE) LIMITED
Registered Agent 
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GOVERNMENT OF BELIZE 
INTER-AMERICAN DEVELOPMENT BANK

STRENGTHENING OF TAX ADMINISTRATION
Terms of Reference 
Project Coordinator

DUTY STATION:  Belize City, Belize 
PROJECT NUMBER: BL-L1031

• BACKGROUND
1.2 The Government of Belize (GOB) has entered into a US$ 14 Million Loan Contract Agreement 
 (BL-L1031) with the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB) for the execution of a five-year 
 tax modernization project entitled “Strengthening of Tax Administration”. The main beneficiaries
  of the Project are: (a) the Government, which will have more revenues to implement its public policies; 
 (b) taxpayers, who will have more support and a digital environment to fulfil their tax obligations; 
 and (c) the population, from the government policies implemented.

1.3 The main objective of the Project is to contribute to Strengthening Tax Administration aimed at 
 increasing revenue collection, through the following specific objectives: (a) increasing the effectiveness
  of the Government to collect taxes and (b) increasing tax administration efficiency. These objectives 
 will be achieved by improving tax administration governance and operational processes, and by 
 modernizing the technological infrastructure.

1.4 The MoF is the Executing Agency responsible for the implementation of the Strengthening of Tax
  Administration Project and, for this purpose, has established a Project Executing Unit (PEU) with 
 concrete technical, administrative, financial, control and planning, monitoring and evaluation 
 responsibilities for the IDB-funded initiative.

1.5 In this regard, a vacancy exists for the Project Coordinator for the PEU under a contractual arrangement
  with the MoF, and as part of the BL-L1031 initiative.

• OBJECTIVE AND SCOPE OF WORK
2.1 The objective of the position is to provide the necessary strategic, governance, organizational and 
 administrative leadership for Project implementation and, thereby, ensuring the effective allocation 
 of resources, providing the financial and technical direction of the Project towards the attainment of 
 the goals and targets, leading the physical and financial progress reporting, and serving as the main 
 focal point of the Project with the BTS, the MoF and other public and private institutions.

2.2 The Project Coordinator is responsible for leading and guiding all matters pertaining to the effective, 
 efficient and transparent implementation of the Project BL-L1031, through the technical, administrative
  and financial management of the PEU, in accordance with the procedures and stipulations contained 
 in the Program Operational Manual (POM) and in compliance with the Loan Contract.

• RESPONSIBILITIES/ACTIVITIES
3.1 The main responsibilities of the Project Coordinator include, among others:
 (a) Implementing the intra- and inter-institutional coordination mechanisms with the BTS,
   the MOF and other public and private organizations related to and/or beneficiaries of the 
  Project
 (b) Promoting and disseminating the Project among beneficiaries, public entities, and other 
  stakeholders.
 (c) In close coordination with the pertinent technical and administrative personnel of the BTS 
  and the MoF, guiding the strategic and operations planning activities of the Project.
 (d) Monitoring the activities of the Project in compliance with its global strategic objectives 
  and those of its individual technical components, as well as the targets established in the
   Project.
 (e) Implementing the Programs’ risk management mechanisms on the basis of the IDB tool 
  Risk Management in Projects with Sovereign Guarantee (RMP), taking into consideration 
  the assessment and evolution of the risk factors, the factors of probability and impact, and
   risk mitigation measures.
 (f) Guiding the preparation, the periodic physical and financial progress reports to be submitted
   to BTS, MoF, MED, and the Bank.
 (g) Presenting to the Bank the required data, reports and other documentation of the Project 
  as a whole and its individual components, as established in the Loan Contract.

3.2 S pecificactivitiesinclude:
 (a) Lead the overall planning and reporting framework and activities of the Project, including 
  the preparation and update of key planning tools including the PEP, AOP, PP and other, 
  in direct coordination with the Monitoring and Evaluation Officer and other members of 
  the PEU.
 (b) Monitor and ensure the Project’s adherence to reporting requirements to the BTS, MoF, 
  PSC, and the Bank.
 (c) Lead and coordinate timely implementation of all aspects of the Project based on the
   Project planning documents including the PEP, AOP, PP, supporting technical documents,
   and Monitoring and Evaluation Plan.
 (d) Ensure timely execution of all administrative, procurement, financial and technical 
  procedures of the Project in compliance with the POM. In addition, ensure the strict 
  adherence to administrative, Project management, and Bank and national financial rules 
  and regulations, among others.
 (e) Ensure the necessary coordination between technical staff of the MoF (BTS and other) to
   provide the technical specifications and content for the preparation of terms of reference 
  and technical specification as the basis for procurement actions and activities.
 (f) Provide for the timely monitoring and management of Project risks and lead the 
  implementation of the mitigation measures as necessary.
 (g) Ensure the necessary coordination and control of all Project procurement activities and 
  logistics with the Procurement Specialist and pertinent staff members of the MoF.
 (h) Support the information dissemination activities and advocate for the Project among key 
  internal and external stakeholders, while maintaining the necessary and transparent lines 
  of communication.
 (i) Ensure with the BTS, the establishment of the necessary and effective lines of internal 
  communication with key stakeholders of the MoF (tax administration, systems 
  administration, financial management, general administration, and other) to ensure the 
  dedicated participation of such personnel in Project implementation and in direct 
  coordination with the PEU.
 (j) Ensure the presence of an accurate Project filing system covering financial, procurement,
   technical and all activities of the Project, and following the internal control requirements 
  established in the POM.
 (k) Provide timely and accurate reports to the Director General BTS, Financial Secretary, PSC 
  and other agencies on the developments, progress and challenges of the Project.
 (l) Ensure the timely implementation of the monitoring and evaluation activities including
   the contracting of the mid-term and final evaluations.
 (m) Lead, in coordination with the Financial Specialist, the preparation of the Requests for
   Advance of Funds along with the expenditure justifications, as required by the Bank.
 (n) Lead the contracting of the independent external auditors of the Program in coordination 
  with the Financial Specialist, the Procurement Specialist and the PMO, and following IDB
   procedures for this matter.
 (o)  Lead the contracting of the consultancies for the execution of the mid-term and final 
  evaluations.

 (p) Ensure the presence of the necessary control environment along with the capacities 
  necessary for the application of a management by objectives framework.
 (q) Provide for the necessary human resources management capabilities for PEU personnel
   administration.
 (r) Communicate with Project stakeholders (MoF, PMO, PEU, other) to ensure awareness 
  of any new developments in Project status, strategy, progress, deadlines, challenges, 
  decisions and other aspects that may affect Project implementation and the attainment of
   its development objectives
 (s) Other.

3.2 The Project Coordinator shall undertake his/her work in direct coordination and with the supervision
 of the MoF/BTS, and in accordance with the Loan Contract and the POM.

• DELIVERABLES
4.1 The Project Coordinator will be responsible for preparing/updating the following reports which
  are considered recurrent deliverables or responsibilities:
 (a) Updates to PEP, AOP, PP, risk matrix, and other 
 (b) Quarterly physical and financial progress/status reports. 
 (c) Updates to POM 
 (d) Staff performance appraisals. 
 (e) Specific reports requested by the PMO, MoF or the PSC. 
 (f) Allocation/provision of funds reports. 
 (g) Fixed asset allocation reports. 
 (h) External audit reports (prepared under consultancy engagements) 
 (i) Mid-term and final evaluations (prepared under consultancy engagements). 
 (j) Other.

• QUALIFICATION AND EXPERIENCE
5.1 Education: Bachelor’s Degree in Economics, Business Administration, Business Management,
  Project Management or related fields. Certification in Project Management or a Master’s degree in a 
 related field would be an asset. Participation in relevant courses/trainings in procurement, project 
 management, time management, leadership, Microsoft Projects, or similar, would also be considered 
 an asset.

5.2 Work Experience: A minimum of seven (7) years general working experience since obtaining
  the first academic degree. A minimum of (5) years of experience working in project management 
 including administration, monitoring, control and evaluation. Previous work with investments projects 
 funded by international development agencies is a plus. 

5.3 Skills: The following skills are highly desirable:
  • Knowledge of Records Management 
  • Experience supervising staff 
  • Experience in Report Writing 
  • Knowledge and experience working with Microsoft Office, QuickBooks or 
   similar accounting software
  • Excellent oral and written command of the English language 
  • Strong organizational and time management skills and ability to multi-task, 
   with ability to adapt to changing needs and priorities 
  • Solid team management, leadership and delegation skills and ability to 
   coordinate functional activities of multiple actors 
  • Strong team player 
  • Strong work ethics

• REPORTING REQUIREMENTS
6.1 The Project Coordinator of the PEU reports to the Director General of the Belize Tax Service. 
 He/she shall work in close coordination with the staff of the MoF and especially the members of the
  BTS and the Finance Officer of the Ministry.

• COMPENSATION
7.1 The Project Coordinator will be paid a monthly salary to be established during the contracting process.

7.2 Given the staff-like tasks and responsibilities of the PEU personnel, reports (deliverables) do not 
apply. Instead, performance assessment reports from the supervisor.

• APPLICATIONS
8.1 CRITERIA FOR SELECTION
Consultants will be selected in accordance with the procedures set out in the Inter-American Development Bank: 

Policies for the Selection and Contracting of Consultants financed by the Inter-American Development 
Bank GN-2350-15 section 5 – individual consultants and is open to all eligible candidates as defined in the IDB 
policies. The individual consultant will be selected in accordance with the selection of Individual Consultant 
based on Comparison of Qualifications method set out in the Contracting of Consultant Policies.

8.2 APPLICATION PROCEDURES:
 Expression of Interest package should contain:
 (i) Cover letter briefly explaining interest, experience, and competence of the consultant
 (ii) Comprehensive resume with the Individual Consultant’s experience in the assignment of 
  similar nature. Description of similar assignments specifying start and end dates of 
  assignments. Please provide dates, name of employing organization, titles of positions 
  held, types of activities performed and location of the assignment.
 (iii) Copy of degrees/certificates 
 (iv) List of at least two references 
 (v) Proof of nationality: copy of documentation of nationality

Qualified Individual Consultant must submit their Expression of Interest via e-mail to 
Michelle.Longsworth@bts.gov.bz no later than 4:00 p.m., Friday August 26th, 2022, 
marked STAP- Project Coordinator in the subject header. In addition, applicants may 
also submit a hardcopy at the following address:

Director General 
Belize Tax Service 
Strengthening of Tax Administration Project 
Eleanor Hall Building 
Lake I. Boulevard, Belize City

For clarifications kindly contact:

Senior Economist 
Ministry of Finance 
Sir Edney Cain Building 
Belmopan 
E-mail: raquel.guerra@mof.gov.bz 
Phone: 828-4100/828-4112
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By Michelle Sutherland

For some time, 
factions within the 

United Democratic Party 
(UDP) have been silent, 
either keeping their party 
matters internal or simply 
trying to mend fences in 
the dark. However, that 
public display of unity 
was shattered on Tuesday 
night when Patrick Faber 
fired off a social media 
post aimed directly at 
UDP Party Leader Moses 
“Shyne” Barrow.

Faber, in his usual 
display of Facebook 
machismo, wrote, “PL, 
I don’t appreciate your 
threats and those of your 
violent criminal circle. I 
am not now or not ever 
a PUP. All who demand 
you do things according to 
the constitution and don’t 
agree with your wrong 
ways are not PUP! I am 
not for sale, so don’t bet 
on me.”

While it is still unclear, 
what might have triggered 
Faber’s latest public 
outburst, we are reliably 
informed that after 
returning to the country 
last month both Faber and 
Barrow, along with Albert 
Area Representative Tracy 
Panton, had agreed to put 
aside their differences and 
work towards reuniting 
the party. 

Prior to that post, 
things between the party 
had continued to go 
sideways as Faber shared 
a commercial that was 
produced by outspoken 
Delroy Cutkelvin, who 
was expelled from the 
UDP a couple of weeks 
ago for repeatedly 
producing ads criticizing 
Barrow’s leadership. 
In that post, Faber had 

captioned it, ''Rescue our 
party, Save our country.”

Faber said, “We’ve 
given unity a chance 
for the sake of the Party 
and the Nation. It is now 
clear that those running 
the Party insist on doing 
things their way and 
consistently violating the 
UDP constitution. For the 
sake of the Party and the 
Country, then, we must 
take a stand.”

Backing up Faber’s 
comment on her official 
“Tracy for Albert” 
Facebook account, Panton 
wrote, “We MUST respect 
our UDP Constitution. If 
the Party does not respect 
its governing rules and we 
don’t respect each other, 
how can we forge a united 
front?” 

In another post on her 
personal account Panton 
again reiterated the need 
for the party’s constitution 
to be respected and 
adhered to. She said that 
failing to do so is a recipe 
for disaster and that the 
UDP can and must do 
better. She indicated, 
“Belize needs a viable 
opposition, one that is 
built on integrity, trust, 
and mutual respect for all 
parties concerned.”

Based on Faber’s 
remarks, it also seems that 
a group of UDP has also 
formed a group called the 
UDP Coalition for Unity 
& Reform which aims to 
“stand up” and “rescue” 
the party. It is yet to be 
seen whether this new 
group will buck heads 
with the UDP Caucus 
For Change, which was 
formed by UDP member 
John Saldivar, who also 
happens to be an avid 
supporter of Barrow.

Women in Parliament Tells Louis Wade to Fix His Language
By Michelle Sutherland

Belize City, Aug. 
11. 2022—The 

Speaker of the House of 
Representatives, Valerie 
Woods, who also happens 
to be the Chair of the 
Parliamentary Women's 
Caucus, has written to 
the Belize Broadcasting 
authority asking for its 
intervention to address 
on-air comments made 
by veteran journalist and 
Plus TV owner Louis 
Wade, which he made 
two weeks ago referring 
to women’s genitals.

Wade in a social media 
post, and in reference 
to the push back that 
he had been receiving 
for being elected as the 
media representative on 
the People’s Constitution 
C o m m i s s i o n  h a d 
commented, “Nation 
building is for giants, nor 
for ****** and wussies.”

In her letter to Evan 
Tench, chairperson of 
the Belize Broadcasting 
Author i ty,  Woods 
a c c u s e d  Wa d e  o f 
violating the terms and 
conditions for ON Air 
Television, issued by the 
BBA, a board that Wade 
also happens to sit on. 
Woods wrote, “To have 
one of its own board 
members violate these 
terms and conditions, 
which clearly speak to 

language that is offensive 
and revoltingly lewd, 
cannot be tolerated and 
must be addressed.” 
Wo o d s  e n d e d  b y 
calling on the BBA to 
immediately address the 
matter.

Similarly, the Caucus 
also issued a release on 
Monday of this week 
calling on Plus TV and 
by extension Wade to 
issue an apology. The 
Caucus said that while 

meeting to discuss 
gender equality and its 
challenges, the issue of 
the comments made by 
Wade was brought up.

“The Caucus takes this 
opportunity to remind 
those in leadership 
roles that to use words 
associated with the 
genitalia of women to 
convey weakness or a 
cowardly man or “being 
less than a giant” is 
offensive, disrespectful, 

discriminatory and 
continues the patriarchal 
narrative that women are 
weaker than men.”

The caucus went on to 
say that the comments 
are misogynistic because 
it figuratively connects 
the female sex organ with 
weakness. Furthermore, 
the Caucus says that the 

language is unacceptable 
to use toward the LGBT 
community and should 
not be the language 
or the message that is 
encouraged.

Wade is yet to respond 
to this latest blowback, 
and it remains to be seen 
whether he will issue an 
apology.

The Parliamentary Women’s Caucus says that the language used by Plus TV’s owner Louis Wade was inappropriate.

More Division 
within the UDP?
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66-year-old likely cured of HIV after stem cell transplant
After receiving a stem cell transplant, a 

66-year-old man may be the fifth person 
to be cured of HIV, the virus that causes AIDS, 
researchers reported Wednesday (July 27). The 
patient, who wishes to remain anonymous, is the 
oldest person yet to undergo the procedure and 
enter long-term remission from the disease. 

The man — known as the “City of Hope patient” 
in reference to the medical center in Los Angeles 
where he was treated — was first diagnosed with 
HIV, the human immunodeficiency virus, in 1988, 
according to a statement shared by City of Hope. 
“When I was diagnosed with HIV in 1988, like 
many others, I thought it was a death sentence,” 
the patient said.  

Just the year before, in March 1987, the U.S. 
Food and Drug Administration approved the first 
antiretroviral therapy, or medication for HIV, called 
azidothymidine (AZT), according to the National 
Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases. It 
wasn’t until the mid-1990s that combination 
therapies for HIV would come into use; these 
therapies combined two to three HIV drugs to 
boost the efficacy of the treatment and help prevent 
patients from developing resistance to the drugs. 
Such combination therapies are now the standard 
of care for the treatment of HIV. 

The City of Hope patient took antiretroviral drugs 
for more than 31 years to control his HIV. At one 
point, the man’s condition had progressed to AIDS 
(acquired immunodeficiency syndrome), meaning 
his white blood cell count had fallen to critically 
low levels, NBC News reported. He took AZT and 
some of the other early HIV medications, which 
were prescribed individually, before switching 
to a highly effective combination antiretroviral 
treatment in the 1990s.   

Several decades later, in 2018, the patient 
developed acute myelogenous leukemia (also 
called acute myeloid leukemia, or AML), a cancer 
of the blood and bone marrow. As a treatment for 
both the cancer and HIV, doctors performed a blood 
stem cell transplant with cells from a donor who 
carried a rare genetic mutation. This mutation, 
called homozygous CCR5 delta 32, renders its 
carrier resistant to HIV by altering the entryway 
that the virus usually exploits to invade the body’s 
white blood cells. 

Following the man’s transplant, these mutant, 
HIV-resistant cells steadily took over his immune 
system. In March 2021, under the careful 
supervision of his medical team, the patient 
stopped taking antiretroviral medications, and to 
date, there have been no signs of HIV replication 
in his body. 

The team describe the patient as being in long-
term remission, as there’s been no trace of viable 
virus in his system for 17 months; they will 
continue to monitor his condition and may declare 
him officially “cured” at a later date, if his status 
remains unchanged, NBC News reported.   

—Oldest ‘nearly complete’ HIV genome found 
in forgotten tissue sample from 1966

The City of Hope patient’s case is very similar to 
that of the so-called Berlin patient, the first person 
cured of HIV. 

The Berlin patient, who later revealed his name 
to be Timothy Ray Brown, also developed AML 
and received a bone marrow transplant from a 
donor with an HIV-resistant genetic mutation. 
(Bone marrow contains blood stem cells.) Two 
others — the Düsseldorf and London patients — 
were cured using the same procedure, according 
to NBC News, and recently, one woman was cured 
after receiving a stem cell transplant that used 
cells from umbilical cord blood, Live Science 

previously reported. 
“[The City of Hope patient’s case] is yet another 

case that resembles Timothy Brown from years 
ago,” David D. Ho, one of the world’s leading AIDS 
researchers and director of the Aaron Diamond 
AIDS Research Center at Columbia University, 
told The Washington Post. However, given the 
risks of the transplant procedure and the rarity of 

the HIV-resistant mutation, such treatments aren’t 
accessible to the majority of HIV patients, Ho said.

“While a transplant is not an option for most 
people with HIV, these cases are still interesting, 
still inspiring and illuminate the search for a cure,” 
Dr. Sharon Lewin, an infectious-disease specialist 
at the Peter Doherty Institute for Infection and 
Immunity at the University of Melbourne in 
Australia, said at a news conference, according to 
NBC News. Some research groups are working 
to develop gene editing techniques that could 
introduce the HIV-resistant mutation into patients, 
The Washington Post reported.

Dr. Jana K. Dickter, a City of Hope associate 
clinical professor in the Division of Infectious 
Diseases, spoke about the City of Hope patient’s 
case Wednesday at the 2022 International AIDS 
Conference in Montreal.
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Two events in the 
year 2020 trig-

gered the most profound 
changes in my life.  The 
first was the Covid-19 
Pandemic! The speed 
with which it spread 
across the entire world, 
and the massive exter-
mination of life which 
it wrought in its wake 
in nations big and small 
was incredibly awe-
some. That virus un-
leashed a type of shock 
and awe the likes of 
which no person alive 
had ever experienced!

The second event oc-
curred during the run 
up to the last General 
Elections. In my fifty 
plus years involvement 
in electoral politics I 
had never witnessed a 
more deliberate, me-
thodical and systematic 
execution of a plan for 
subverting the demo-
cratic process and win-
ning an election by fair 
means or foul than that 
which I witnessed dur-
ing the 2020 electoral 
campaign.  Those two 
events were watershed 
moments in my life.  
They signaled to me 
that the good old days 
in my country had gone 
forever.  They also laid 
bare simultaneously the 
fragility and impotence 
of mankind in the pres-
ence of the forces of na-
ture, and man’s disdain 
and disregard for the 
Rule of Law in his quest 
to achieve his personal 
ambitions.  The ongoing 
saga in the mighty Unit-
ed States of America 
emanating from the al-
legation of ex- President 
Donald Trump and his 
supporters that the 2020 

Presidential Elections 
was stolen, and the re-
versal by that country’s 
supreme Court of the 
land mark decision in 
the case of Roe v Wade, 
served to emphasize the 
latter observation.  It has 
shaken and impaired 
my confidence, faith 
and trust in my fellow 
man, be he of noble rank 
or lowly status, and in 
judges and politicians in 
particular. 

Closer to home, the 
fate which befell Central 
Bank Governor Manuel 
Vasquez, Director of 
Health Services Dr. 
Marvin Manzanero  and 
madam Michelle Arana 
Acting Chief Justice at 
the hand of the Briceño 
Administration cast 
great doubt upon the 
integrity and the bona 
fides of the Administra-
tion.  For that reason I 
simply cannot convince 
myself that its motiva-
tion for wanting to ef-
fect changes and reform 
to our constitution at 
this time is with a view 
to strengthen our state 
institutions and the pro-
tections which our con-
stitutions provide to our 
public officers and to 
our citizens in general.  I 
am inclined to the view 
that the true reasons are 
sinister, nefarious.

I am not surprised that 
it has fallen to the lot of 
the Hon. Henry Charles 
Usher, Minister of the 
Public service, to spear 
head the current ini-
tiative for Constitutional 
Reform. Minister Henry 
Charles is a rank politi-
cal neophyte.  He is one 
of the newest entrants 
on the Belize political 
scene.  His knowledge 
and experience of poli-
tics in country is scant, 

And we are pursuing, 
as far as I am aware, no 
economic development 
plan designed to expand 
our national productiv-
ity and earnings.

As a survivor of Hur-
ricane Hattie in 1960, 
I know firsthand of the 
utter devastation that 
a single category five 
hurricane can cause to 
multiple districts simul-
taneously.  As a former 
Minister of Foreign Af-
fairs, I know how pain-
ful it is to be sending 
out letters of request 
for assistance and relief 
to friendly and allied 
countries after a natural 
disaster.  And, how fru-
gal donor nations can be 
worldwide in the face 
of such requests. The 
experience and agony 
of Haiti is a living ex-
ample. 

I hear no call from 
any Minister of Govern-
ment or from any other 
section of our society 
for any comprehensive 
disaster preparedness 
plan to deal with the 
truly catastrophic con-
sequences of the natu-
ral disasters that are 
now being spawned by 
global warming. All in-
dications are that these 
catastrophic occurrenc-
es are becoming much 
more frequent and much 
more devastating.

I find this silence to 
be very unsettling.  The 
urgency on the part of 
Government at a time 
like this is not to trifle 
with the constitution!  
The urgency is to de-
velop contingency plans 
for such eventualities 
as the washing away of 
portions of the Placencia 
Road or portions of the 
George Price Highway 
during a hurricane.  The 
urgency is to develop 
a contingency plan to 
rescue and relocate the 
citizens of low lying 
areas who run the risk of 
seeing all their worldly 
possessions destroyed 
by a catastrophic hurri-
cane and flooding.  The 
urgency is to devise 
a contingency plan to 
house and feed the thou-
sands of Belizeans who 
may be displaced by a 
cataclysmic drought or 
fire or hurricane.  The 
urgency is to source, 
secure and earmark the 
necessary resources, 
materials, human and 
financial to commence 
building back after a 
catastrophic event.  The 

On Constitutional Reform
No Excuses

Sadly but not surprisingly, too many of our 
Afro Belizean youths are now feral, savage, and 
brutal. This is the result of four continuous dec-
ades of discrimination, neglect, poverty, abuse 
and injustice. 

and superficial. He is 
not the typical Belizean 
politician.  He has very 
little in common with 
the poverty stricken, 
ignorant and ethically 
challenged Belizeans 
who reside in the notori-
ous ghettoes of his Fort 
George constituency.  

M i n i s t e r  H e n r y 
Charles was born into 
privilege and prestige, 
with the proverbial gold 

spoon in his mouth.  He 
has lived all his life to 
date, in that elevated 
status.  Prior to his debut 
on the political scene in 
2020 there is no record 
of his involvement in the 
public life of our coun-
try.  Like most young 
persons Minister Henry 
Charles is idealistic.  He 
is ambitious.  He obvi-
ously wishes to emulate 
his father, grand uncle 
and grand aunt all three 
of whom were titans on 
the Belizean political 
scene.

However, despite 
their prominence, none 
of his predecessors, suc-
ceeded in transform-
ing the reality of their 
constituents.  Neither 
did they succeed in el-
evating the status of 
our nation as a whole.  
Indeed, forty-one years 
after Independence, our 
country may well be 
the least developed of 
the fourteen countries 
in CARICOM despite 
the fact that it is blessed 
with much more natural 
resources than the vast 

majority of the other 
countries.

I have no doubt, 
that our constitution 
can benefit from some 
amendments. Unlike 
God’s Ten Command-
ments, it is imperfect.  
It is artificial.  It is man-
made.  It can certainly 
benefit, from time to 
time, from amendments 
to reflect the changing 
realities of our times.  

But in life, timing is 
very important.  So too 
is the need to prioritize.

We hear daily in re-
ports of international 
news of the numerous 
catastrophes that are 
occurring in countries 
large and small across 
the globe in conse-
quence of global warm-
ing.  Mammoth confla-
grations, droughts, hur-
ricanes and floods are 
scouring and scorching 
the earth, and destroying 
vast swathes of land, 
sparing no living organ-
ism in their path, neither 
flora nor fauna, man nor 
beast!  

Additionally,  we 
know that The HIV Aids 
epidemic and the Cov-
id-19 Pandemic are still 
decimating debilitating, 
incapacitating and kill-
ing people in large num-
bers worldwide, our 
country not excluded.  
And now we hear of the 
Monkey Pox which no 
doubt will shortly arrive 
on our shores.  

On the economic 
front we are suffering 
from sustained high 
prices, from rising food 
prices, from inflation, 
and from rising interest 
rates.  Every single one 
of these occurrences is 
impacting our country 
negatively because of 
our inter dependence, 
the result of globaliza-
tion.  All these events 
demand more and more 
financial outlay on the 
part of both govern-
ment and citizens.  But 
neither our government 
nor the vast majority of 
our citizens are gener-
ating sufficient income 
to defray the cost of 
necessaries, much less 
to set aside a portion for 
the inevitable rainy day. 

CONTRIBUTED:
SEDI

urgency is to train and 
prepare a search and 
rescue team to be de-
ployed on short notice 
to stricken areas as soon 
as possible after a cata-
strophic event.

I find it truly incom-
prehensible that our 
Government should be 
spending the scarce re-
sources that it is able to 
muster on regularizing 
the status of immigrants 
and on a constitutional 
amendment exercise 
when the repeated pleas 
of our Police Commis-
sioner for manpower, 
vehicles and fuel for the 
police force in the face 
of escalating gang vio-
lence fall on deaf ears; 
when our  judiciary is 
swamped by thousands 
of unheard cases and is 
desperately in need of 
resources both human 
and financial; when our 
hospitals are chroni-
cally short of necessary 
medical supplies for 
patients suffering from 
non-communicable dis-
ease and other mala-
dies such as HIV/AIDS, 
Covid-19 virus and 
Monkey Pox, to name 
but a few, and when 
the price of all imports 
including fuel and food 
keeps sky rocketing and 
our scarce foreign ex-
change is under severe 
pressure. 

Both the decision to 
legalize marijuana and 
to reform our constitu-
tion at this time is ill 
conceived.  They betray, 
in my view, a danger-
ous absence of vision, 
maturity, and sense of 
priority in the Briceño 
Cabinet.  

To  p a r a p h r a s e 
the prophetic words 
of the late UK Prime 
M i n i s t e r , Wi n s t o n 
Churchill, delivered on 
October 5th, 1938 in the 
House of Commons: 
“We are in the presence 
of disasters of the first 
magnitude… Our loyal, 
brave people… should 
know the truth.”

Discla imer:  the 
opinions expressed 
by our columnists are 
theirs alone, and are not 
necessarily reflective 
of the newspaper’s 
stance on the issues 
touched. We believe 
it is critical that our 
columnists be allowed 
freedom to generate 
discussion through 
their expressions on 
any number of topics.
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‘Satisficing:’ Small, positive steps forward on Trade Licensing Reform

As regular readers of the Business Perspective 
column would likely recall, the Belize 

Chamber of Commerce and Industry (BCCI)’s 
position on the trade licensing (TL) regime is one 
that says the TL fee should operate as a genuine flat 
fee. Of course, there is always the question as to 
whether or not a TL regime is necessary at all, but 
if it is that it must exist, then it should abide—as 
much as possible—by international best practices 
that advise that such fees should only be utilized 
to cover administrative costs and not for revenue-
generation purposes. 

So, let’s be clear. In our view, the international 
best practice for a “fee” would suggest the 
following structures. First, that the fee itself is 
minimal, covering, at most, administrative costs. 
Second, we continue to hold the view that the fee 
should, therefore, not be attached—like a property 
tax is—to the size of your property, market value, 
or annual rental value (ARV). Third, there should 
be no need for a Board to approve every TL 
applicant, especially if there are adequate zoning 
laws that already determine suitable areas for 
various business classifications. And, finally, it 
should be the task of local authorities to enforce 
the rules and regulations of other government, 
already-tax-funded agencies. 

Additionally, when we wrote on this subject a 
few months ago, we made it a point to highlight the 
fundamental differences between a fee and a tax. 
Back then, we quoted Justice Michelle Gordon:

“The mere fact that something is labelled a 
‘fee for services’ does not necessarily preclude it 
from being a tax.  In other words, an imposition 
that must be paid, whether or not the relevant 
services are acquired and that has no discernible 
relationship to the value of the services, is unlikely 
to escape characterisation as a tax. … The High 
Court held that for a ‘charge’ to be considered 
a ‘fee for services’, it must be ‘exacted for 
particular identified services provided or rendered 
individually to, or at the request or direction of, the 
particular person required to make the payment”—
Justice Michelle Gordon (2012).   

Any business operating in Belize City or any 
of the other eight municipalities would be able 
to attest to the fact that the TL regime operates 
much more like a “tax” as it is—to use Gordon’s 
words—“an imposition that must be paid, whether 
or not the relevant services are acquired and [it 
has] no discernible relationship to the value of 
the services.” 

There are businesses that pay thousands 
of dollars in TL “fees” and, when asked, are 
often hard pressed to pinpoint whether—again 
quoting Gordon—the charge was “exacted for 
particular identified services provided or rendered 
individually to [the business] or at the request or 
direction of [the said business].” 

Ultimately, the TL regime—as it operates in 
the nine municipalities—is for general-revenue 
purposes; thereby, making it less analogous to 
fees such as the garbage fee and much more akin 
to imposts such as property or sales taxes.

‘Satisficing’ on Policy decisions
Now, the title of this entry contains the word 

“satisficing.” The term could be defined in different 
ways, but its usage here signifies a decision or 
set of decisions that may sufficiently satisfy the 
minimum objectives even when recognizing that 
more optimal options are desirable. Originally 
applied as a challenge to the microeconomic 
concept of the rational consumer or the profit-

maximizing firm, the term can and has taken on 
a broader range of meaning within public policy 
circles. 

In this TL context, the term is applicable as 
stakeholders are limited as it pertains to the full 
range of options that would have otherwise been 
available absent certain information asymmetries. 
Also limiting the range of options are fiscal 
constraints that cannot be easily overcome or 
ignored in the short term. 

Acknowledging these conditions, the private- 
and public-sector stakeholders who make up the 
recently formed TL Working Group, which is 
tasked with reviewing the regime, ultimately end 
up agreeing to less-the-optimal options. 

The Expansion of TL to Rural Areas
The first and probably the most salient proposal 

coming out of the working group is as it pertains 
to the Trade Licensing regime being expanded to 
the rural areas, where the system had not existed 
before. 

The problem being addressed here is the fact 
that the village councils need revenues to better 
carry out their functions. Again, due to certain 
information asymmetries, the Ministry of Local 
Government looks to the Trade Licensing regime 
as the workable solution. Consequently, the Trade 
Licensing (Amendment) Bill 2022 was designed 
to essentially “export” to the villages—with a few 
minor alterations—the ARV-based system that 
would have operated in the nine municipalities 
(i.e. Belize City, San Ignacio/Santa Elena, Benque, 

Corozal Town, Orange Walk Town, Dangriga, 
Punta Gorda, Belmopan, and San Pedro). 

If, of course, one understands how the ARV-
based system works, it becomes clearer as to 
why this had to be resisted by the BCCI. For 
example, if it is calculated that the cost per 
square foot for accommodations (resorts, etc.) 
operating in the villages is $2.00. And let’s say 
there is a resort that has a “productive footprint” 
of (for argument’s sake) 8,000 sqft. That single 
business would find itself with a new charge of 
$16,000 per year. It is that and more that moved 
the BCCI to object to the Bill at the House 
Committee held earlier this year. 

This brings us to the TL Working Group’s 
proposal. The proposal emanating from the 
group now puts forward a design that we could 
dub “semi-flat fee.” Within the Bill (2022), 
it was already set that, within rural areas, 
businesses with productive footprints below 600 
would have been exempted. Also, it was agreed 
that firms with productive footprints of 600 to 
800 sqft and 800 to 1,000 sqft would have been 
charged $100 and $250, respectively. The ARV-
based adaptation was reserved for businesses 
with productive footprints greater than 1000 

sqft. This latter adaptation has been walked 
back as per the working group’s proposals. The 
recommendation is now for there to be seven 
productive-footprint ranges: the original three 
plus ranges of 1000 to 2000 sqft; 2000 to 4000 
sqft; 4000 to 6000 sqft; and businesses greater 
than 6000 sqft. 

Each of these categories would be assigned 
a specific flat fee that would be applicable to 
all business types evenly. While this proposal 
has received support within the working group, 
negotiations are still ongoing as it pertains to 
the precise amount to be charged at each ban. 
Clearly, the BCCI’s position is that the fees 
should be as moderate as possible.

Nevertheless, while there are still finer points 
to clarify and agree to, this “middle ground”—in 
terms of its design—is viewed as being better 
than the ARV-based system that would have 
otherwise found itself in the villages . 

To put this into perspective, let’s return to our 
hypothetical resort example. Under the ARV-
based model, that resort of 8,000 sqft would 
have paid $16,000. If, however, it is agreed 
that the relevant category (those greater than 
6,000 sqft) is only charged a fee of $1300, this 
would mean that that resort would have been 
saved from paying $14,700 more charges. This 
becomes even more important given that there is 
still ambiguity as to precisely how the definition 
of productive footprint shall be applied to 
certain business classifications, including 

accommodations. 
Understandably, it could be said that paying 

anything more (even if it is marginal) is “too 
much,” and that is a fair point to be made. The 
unfortunate reality, however, is that policy 
matters are hardly ever so linear, as there 
remains on the table the legitimate concern as to 
how to get the village councils more resources to 
conduct their work. Naturally, the BCCI has its 
own ideas for a long-term solution that promises 
to be superior to relying on the TL regime; 
however, that, again, hits (at least temporarily) 
the wall that is information asymmetries. 

Of course, the changes regarding the rural 
areas are not the ONLY proposals coming out of 
the working group. In subsequent installments 
of the Business Perspective column we will look 
at other key proposals that the BCCI has put 
forward and has, thus far, received the support 
of the working group. 

Disclaimer: the opinions expressed by our 
columnists are theirs alone, and are not 
necessarily reflective of the newspaper’s 
stance on the issues touched. We believe it 
is critical that our columnists be allowed 
freedom to generate discussion through their 
expressions on any number of topics.

Contributed by the Belize Chamber of 
Commerce & Industry
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Article 16: Right to Marry and to Found a Family
By  The Human Rights Commission

Taken from: “Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights at 70: 30 Articles on 30 

Articles - Article 16, 25 November 2018”
Most of the 30 Articles in the Universal 

Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR) begin 
with gender-free language: "Everyone," "All" 
or "No One.  But Article 16 states that "men 
and women" have the right to marry, with 
the women drafters of the UDHR succeeding 
in their determination that it should spell 
out clearly that women had equal rights in 
marriage, given there was still very widespread 
discrimination in matters relating to marriage 
at the time.

Some subsequently interpreted the wording 
as limiting marriage rights to heterosexual 
couples, although nowadays it is increasingly 
interpreted as simply referring to both sexes 
having an equal right to marry, rather than 
stipulating they must marry someone of 
the opposite sex. Various UN human rights 
mechanisms have urged all States to legally 
recognize same-sex unions – whether by 
making marriage available to same sex couples 
or through other arrangements, such as civil 
partnerships – and have also called for the 
same benefits and protections for all. And an 
increasing number of states are bringing in 
legislation along these lines.

Article 16 delves into the intimate lives 
of humans. It says every adult has the right 
to marry and have a family if they want to. 
Women and men also have the same rights 
during their marriages, and if they divorce. In 
addition, for the only time in this document, 
it explicitly invokes the duty of the State to 
provide protection, underscoring the high 
regard the drafters had for the family.

"Denying people access to marriage …it’s 
denying them the status and dignity of being 
ordinary citizens in society."

–South African Judge Albie Sachs,  in 
Constitutional Court decision striking down 
statute defining marriage as "between one man 
and one woman."

As  Pak i s t an i  d r a f t e r  Begum Sha i s t a 
Ikramullah put it, "it was imperative that the 
peoples of the world should recognize the 
existence of a code of civilized behaviour 
which would apply not only in international 
relations, but also in domestic affairs."

These r ights have cascaded down and 
been amplified in a number of other UN 
instruments: The International Covenant on 
Civil and Political Rights, the International 
Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural 
Rights as well as the Conventions that protect 
women, people with disabilities and migrant 
workers.

The  d ra f t ing  o f  Ar t i c l e  16  invo lved 
reconci l ing  d i fferent  wor ld  v iews ( the 
Communist bloc was critical of what it saw 
as U.S. restrictions on women’s rights at the 
time) and overcoming religious objections. 
World War II, just ended, "had shown the 
equality of the sexes," said Polish drafter 
Fryderyka Kalinowska, and it was important 
to reflect that.

The Article was also a response to Nazi laws 
prohibiting inter-racial marriage, bestowing 
the right to marry and to found a family on 
"men and women of full age without any 
limitation due to race, nationality or religion." 
Equal rights are guaranteed "during marriage 
and at its dissolution."  This was a milder word 
for "divorce," which had caused heated debate 
during the drafting. Some argued including 

it would send a signal to the general public 
that the UN "approved of divorce on the same 
footing as marriage." In the end, divorce was 
treated as an issue of non-discrimination 
rather than as a basic human right. As one 
commentator put it: "No one has to contract 
marriage, but once one is in that state, certain 
rights become operative."

Paragraph 2 of Article 16 says "marriage 
shall be entered into only with the free and 
full consent of the intending spouses." This, 
together with the phrase "of full age" in 
Paragraph 1, amounts to a ban on child and/
or forced marriage because children may not 
be in a position to give free and full consent. 
However, child marriage continues to be a 
problem affecting huge numbers of girls, with 
around one million girls under 18 getting 
married every month.

Closely related is  the issue of  forced 
marriage, where girls are married off to a 
man, often much older, for a "bride price." 
Faced with international outrage, in June 
2018, Sudan overturned the death sentence on 
Noura Hussein for killing her husband, who 
was some 16 years older than her. The man 
had approached her parents when she was just 
15 and in Grade 8. On their "honeymoon," the 
court heard, the husband raped her while three 
of his male relatives pinned her down. When 
he tried to rape her again, she killed him with 
a knife – in self-defence, she argued.

In neighbouring South Sudan, in November 
2018, the father of a 16-year-old girl auctioned 
her off to the highest bidder on Facebook. 
The sale provoked a storm of condemnation, 
including against Facebook, with many people 
afraid the record amount paid for the girl 
would stimulate more sales of child brides 
via social media.

"That a girl could be sold for marriage on 
the world’s biggest social networking site in 
this day and age is beyond belief."

– George Otim, director of Plan International 
in South Sudan

A recent ruling by the International Criminal 
Court (in the case against Dominic Ongwen 
of the Lord’s Resistance Army) that forced 
marriage, when part of a widespread or 
systematic attack against civilians, may amount 

to a crime against humanity was, for many, a 
welcome development in jurisprudence.

In a 2018 report on the Kyrgyz Republic, 
t he  Commi t t ee  on  the  E l imina t ion  o f 
Discrimination against Women concluded the 
Government had failed to protect women and 
girls from abduction for forced marriage and 
related sexual violence, thus violating their 
right to enter into marriage only with their 
free and full consent. It also found that the 
Kyrgyz Republic had knowingly failed to take 
effective measures to address discriminatory 
stereotypes and norms that legitimize bride 
kidnapping, as well as to enforce existing 
laws criminalizing the practice alongside child 
marriage.

On another topic, Article 16’s language 
on the "right to found a family" reflects the 
prevailing morality of the time associating 
families with marriage. Since then, it has 
been argued that the right to "found" a family 
implies a conscious decision, so it should 
extend to rights to plan births and control 
one’s reproduction – and even to a "right" to 
in-vitro fertilization, as the Inter-American 
Court of Human Rights held in the 2012 
case of Artavia Murillo v. Costa Rica. Also 
more recently, the rights laid down in Article 
16 have been re-interpreted to try to ensure 
equality and non-discrimination for all people 
who want to marry, and all families, however 
they are constituted.

In 2012, then UN Human Rights Chief Navi 
Pillay discussed how sexual violence and 
denial of contraception are frequently used 
against women. "Ensuring that women have 
full autonomy over their bodies is the first 
crucial step towards achieving substantive 
equality between women and men," she said. 
"Personal issues – such as when, how and with 
whom they choose to have sex, and when, how 
and with whom they choose to have children 
– are at the heart of living a life in dignity."

Disclaimer: the opinions expressed by our 
columnists are theirs alone, and are not 
necessarily reflective of the newspaper’s 
stance on the issues touched. We believe it 
is critical that our columnists be allowed 
freedom to generate discussion through 
their expressions on any number of topics.
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